

FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN AND/OR WETLAND
April 02, 2026

To: All interested Agencies including Missouri Department of Economic Development, the Missouri Department of Natural Rescources, Federal and State Emergency Management Agencies, the Missouri Department of Conservation, Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, and the Environmental Protection Agency, etc., Groups and Individuals.
This is to give notice that Village of Centertown has determined that the following proposed action under CDBG and CDBG Project Number 2025-GI-03-SD is located in a wetland, and the Village of Centertown will be identifying and evaluating practicable alternatives to locating the action in the wetland and the potential impacts on the wetland from the proposed action, as required by (Executive Order 11988 and/or 11990), in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. The Village of Centertown proposes stormwater drainage improvements in four priority areas within the Village of Centertown to address persistent localized flooding, deteriorating infrastructure, and inadequate stormwater conveyance capacity. The project includes replacement of aging and undersized culverts, regrading and clearing of shallow overgrown drainage ditches, stabilization of drainage channels, and minor curb and gutter repairs. Ground disturbance will occur within approximately 1.5 to 2.0 acres across the identified priority areas.

The primary wetland area of concern is in the park adjacent to Mill Street and Monroe Street. According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory (NWI), a freshwater pond feature is mapped within the project vicinity and classified as PUBGh (Palustrine, Unconsolidated Bottom, Artificially Flooded, Intermittently Exposed, diked/impounded). This classification represents an artificially created or managed freshwater pond with hydrology controlled by constructed features such as berms, drainage ditches, culverts, or outlet control structures. The feature appears associated with historic or existing stormwater management functions and does not represent a naturally occurring or tidal wetland system.

The PUBGh feature provides limited natural and beneficial functions typical of small, artificially impounded stormwater systems, including temporary floodwater storage, localized stormwater attenuation, sediment capture, minor groundwater interaction, water quality maintenance, and habitat for aquatic and semi-aquatic species. Recreational, educational, scientific, historic, and cultural values are considered minimal due to the feature’s artificial origin and modified hydrology.

The proposed improvements are intended to restore stormwater conveyance efficiency and reduce localized flooding without expanding the wetland footprint or altering its existing hydrologic regime beyond improved drainage performance. Based on NWI mapping and preliminary project design, total wetland area potentially affected by ground disturbance is anticipated to be 0.25 acres or less, with work confined to existing disturbed areas to the extent practicable.

The proposed project is in the park adjacent to Mill Street and Monroe Street in the Village of Centertown, Cole County.

The Village of Centertown has considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preservice natural and beneficial values. The project must take place in the wetland because improvements are needed to infrastructure and drainage channels in the wetland to control flooding and erosion. Alternatives considered include: 1) Do nothing- this option would involve leaving the existing culverts in place with no improvements. In the short term, this is the least expensive approach since no construction work will be completed. However, many of the existing culverts are already in poor condition and are not functioning as intended. If left in place, these structures will continue to deteriorate and could cause problems such as road damage, localized flooding, or complete failure. Over time, the cost of emergency repairs and cleanup could exceed the cost of replacing the culverts now. Due to these factors, this option is not recommended. 2) Replace Existing Culverts with Corrugated Metal Culverts- this alternative would replace the existing culverts with new CMP. CMP is a cost-effective solution with lower material and installation costs. It is relatively easy to install and can be completed quickly, minimizing construction time and traffic disruptions. While CMP does have a shorter expected lifespan, this can be extended with proper installation and regular inspection. In many of the project locations, site conditions are suitable for CMP and corrosion is not expected to be a major issue. Given the budget constraints and the need to potentially stretch funding across multiple sites, CMP is considered the most practical and cost-effective solution for this project. 3) Replace Existing Culverts with Pre-Cast Concrete Culverts- This alternative would replace the existing culverts with precast concrete sections. Precast concrete offers excellent durability and a long service life with minimal maintenance required. It also provides strong structural performance, which makes it ideal in areas with heavy traffic or deep burial. However, the material and installation costs are significantly higher than CMP, and the equipment required for installation is more extensive. Given current budget limitations, this option may not be feasible for all locations and would limit the number of culverts that can be replaced. While it remains a high-quality option, it is not the most efficient use of resources for this project. 

After evaluating alternatives, since the purpose of this project is to control stormwater which is contributing to flooding, it would be ineffective to conduct this work outside of the natural drainage ways and flood hazard areas. Improvements could be made to other areas of the stormwater drainage system, such as adding or improving roadside drainage ditches and culverts outside of the wetland and floodplain, but this would not address the areas of concern that are causing the flooding. The impacts of this alternative would be similar to the No Action Alternative since the high flows would continue to erode the undersized infrastructure to the point that the pipes and roads collapse. Replacement of the existing culverts with corrugated metal pipe (CMP) is recommended as the preferred approach. This option provides a practical and cost-effective solution that allows the Village to address multiple sites within the anticipated budget while improving stormwater conveyance reliability. Although CMP has a shorter lifespan than concrete options, proper installation and maintenance will ensure dependable performance and reduce the risk of future failures.
Mitigation measures to minimize adverse impacts and preserve the natural and beneficial functions of the floodplain and adjacent drainage features will include regrading and restoring existing roadside ditches and stormwater channels, replacing undersized or deteriorated culverts, and improving overall stormwater conveyance throughout the Village of Centertown. The proposed project focuses on four priority areas where existing drainage infrastructure is undersized, deteriorated, or obstructed, resulting in localized flooding and erosion during storm events. Improvements will include replacing and upsizing existing culverts, restoring channel capacity through ditch grading and vegetation clearing, and stabilizing drainage outlets to reduce erosion and improve long-term stormwater management. These measures will help maintain proper drainage function while reducing sediment transport during storm events. The project will improve the reliability of the existing drainage system, reduce localized flooding impacts to roadways, residences, and public areas such as the municipal park near Mill Street and Monroe Street, and enhance overall public safety. 
All work occurring within the floodplain and/or wetland or drainage areas will comply with applicable local floodplain management requirements and erosion control best management practices (BMPs). Construction activities will be limited to the minimum area necessary, and disturbed areas will be stabilized following completion to preserve the natural drainage functions of the surrounding floodplain and stormwater conveyance system.
The Village of Centertown has reevaluated the alternatives to building in the wetland and has determined that it has no practicable alternative. Environmental files that document compliance with steps three through six of Executive Order 11988 and 11990, are available for public inspection, review and copying upon request at the times and location delineated in the last paragraph of this notice for receipt of comments. 

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in wetlands and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. Commenters are encouraged to offer alternative sites outside of the wetlands, alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and mitigate impacts. Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and request for public comment about wetlands can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in wetlands, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.
Written comments must be received by the Village of Centertown at the following address on or before (date equal to a minimum 15 calendar day comment period starting the day after the publication): Village of Centertown, 1227 Broadway, Centertown, MO 65023, (573) 584-9572, Attention: Debra Baker, Chairman, Village of Centertown. A full description of the project may also be reviewed on Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s from 5pm-9pm or Saturday’s from 9am-1pm at the address stated above and online at centertownmo.org/public-notices. Comments may also be submitted via email at villageclerk@centertownmo.org.
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