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Liberty Protection Safeguards 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

In July 2018, the government published a Mental Capacity (Amendment) Bill, which passed into law 

in May 2019. This replaces the current Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) with a scheme 

known as the Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS). This one -day course will provide an overview of 

the changes brought in by the Act. In particular, it will consider the differences between DoLS and 

LPS and outline what the new process will be. 

CONTENT 

• Brief Overview of Liberty Protect Safeguards (LPS) 

• Life Sustaining Treatment or Vital Act? 

• The Importance of Informed Consent  (Montgomery v Lanarkshire March 2015) 

• The Two Stage Test for Mental Capacity 

• The MCA and Independent Decision Making 

• Best Interests and Least Restrictive Option 

• What is Deprivation of Liberty (The Acid Test) 

• Examples of Deprivation of Liberty 

• Restraint and Restrictions 

• A comparison of DoLS and LPS 

• The LPS Process 

• The LPS Legal Criteria 

• LPS and Individual Rights. 

• Quiz 
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