The Dungeon of Doubt

John the Baptist goes to prison.

9/22/24

Matthew 11:1-19 (NKJV)

John the Baptist Sends Messengers to Jesus

11 Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples, that He

departed from there to teach and to preach in their cities.

2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his

disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?”

4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and
see: ® The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. ¢ And

blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”

’ As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But what did you
go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear

soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 2 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | say

to you, and more than a prophet. 1 For this is he of whom it is written:

‘Behold, | send My messenger before Your face,

Who will prepare Your way before You.’

1 “Assuredly, | say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater
than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers

violence, and the violent take it by force. ' For all the prophets and the law prophesied



until John. 1 And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 1 He who

has ears to hear, let him hear!

16 “But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces

and calling to their companions, 7 and saying:

‘We played the flute for you,
And you did not dance;
We mourned to you,

And you did not ©lament.’

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 1 The Son
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a ©“winebibber, a

friend of tax collectors and sinners!” But wisdom is justified by her «children.”

Jesus encouraged John the Baptist with His Miracles as proof that He was indeed the Messiah.

Boy Healed (Father: Help my Unbelief)

Mark 9:14-29 (NKJV)
A Boy Is Healed

14 And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around them, and
scribes disputing with them. 1 Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were
greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him. '® And He asked the scribes, “What

are you discussing with them?”

7 Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, | brought You my son, who
has a mute spirit. '® And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at
the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So | spoke to Your disciples, that

they should cast it out, but they could not.”
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19 He answered him and said, "O faithless= generation, how long shall | be with you?
How long shall | sbear with you? Bring him to Me.” 22 Then they brought him to Him.
And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground

and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.
2150 He asked his father, “"How long has this been happening to him?”

And he said, “From childhood. 22 And often he has thrown him both into the fire and
into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and

help us.”
23 Jesus said to him, “Ifv you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.”

24 |mmediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, |

believe; help my unbelief!”

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean
spirit, saying to it, "Deaf and dumb spirit, | command you, come out of him and enter
him no more!” 26 Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him.
And he became as one dead, so that many said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by

the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.

28 And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could

we not cast it out?”

2950 He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer @and fasting.”

Mary and Martha: If you had been here!

John 11:17-44 (NKJV)

| Am the Resurrection and the Life

17So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four
days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about =two miles away. '® And many of the
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Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their
brother.

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him,
but Mary was sitting in the house. 2! Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had
been here, my brother would not have died. 2 But even now | know that whatever
You ask of God, God will give You.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he
may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you
believe this?”

27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to
come into the world.”

Jesus and Death, the Last Enemy

28 And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her
sister, saying, “The Teacher has come and is calling for you.” 2% As soon as she

heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him. 3® Now Jesus had not yet come into the
town, but Bwas in the place where Martha met Him. 3! Then the Jews who were with her
in the house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went
out, followed her, “saying, “She is going to the tomb to weep there.”

32Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet,
saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”

33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He
groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34 And He said, “Where have you laid him?”

They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept. 3¢ Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!”

37 And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also
have kept this man from dying?”
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Lazarus Raised from the Dead

38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
lay against it. 32 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a
stench, for he has been dead four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Did | not say to you that if you would believe you would see the
glory of God?” #! Then they took away the stone “from the place where the dead man
was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, | thank You that You have heard
Me. 42 And | know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing
by | said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.” ** Now when He had said these
things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 4 And he who had died came
out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

Thomas — The Doubter: | will NOT believe unless | see for
myself!

John 20: 19-31 (NKJV)

19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were
shut where the disciples were @assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in
the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 22 When He had said this, He showed

them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.

2150 Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, | also send
you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain

the sins of any, they are retained.”

Seeing and Believing
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24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus

came. 2> The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”

So he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my

finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not believe.”

26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus
came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 2’ Then
He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your

hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”

29 Jesus said to him, ©“Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
That You May Believe

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not
written in this book; 37 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

How is doubt dispelled and faith increased?

1. Romans 10:17 (NKJV), 7 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.

Faith + Hope + Love = Overcomer of Doubit.
Jesus challenged their Faith.
Jesus increased their Hope.

Jesus demonstrated His Love.
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