VF-21 OFFICERS, US NAVY FIGHTER SQUADRON TWENTY-ONE (VF-21) ‘BLACKJACKS’
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GUADALCANAL, SOLOMON ISLANDS, 20 JUNE TO 3 AUGUST 1943 2ND TOUR)
BACK STANDING (L-R): *Unknown LANIUS, Frank Bayard PARHAM, Oyd Lee ‘Bill’ DAUPHIN, Thomas Cheek JOHNSON (KIA 25 Jul 43), *Unknown
KORNICKI, *Unknown STILLWELL, *Unknown SPAULDING, George Howard ‘Dave’ DAVIDSON, Charles Seymore ‘Willy’ WILLIAMS, John Archdell
CROCKER, Edmond Thompson RICHARDSON, John Carlos Cleves SYMMES, Harold Christopher DIXON, Omar Clyde MENOHER, Henry Clay SHELTON.
MIDDLE KNEELING (L-R): Charles Gordon ‘Seawall’ WALL, Fredric Paul VANDERHOOF, Norman Webb ‘Norm’ HUTCHINGS, Jr., James Edward SCOTT,
Robert Leonard STRAUB, John Wesley MAYHEW, 111, James Harmon HARMS (KIA 3 Apr 51), Thomas Donald ROACH (KIA 25 Jul 43), William Edward
TERRY, Merton Charles BARSTOW, Jr., Martin DILLON, III, Charles Arthur JACKSON (KIA 30 Nov 43).
FRONT SITTING (L-R): Edward Joseph NUGENT (on one knee), Herman LYONS, Thomas Hayes ‘Rider’ MOORE, Jack White THOMAS, Edgar Irving
KEERS, Jr., Arthur Burton ‘Art” WELLS, Gerald Francis BOYLE (KIA 13 Oct 44), William Carmack ‘Smitty’ SMITH, Walter Clements BEASLEY (KIA 22 Jul
43), Tom Walter LINDSEY, Billy Pendley BURCH, Carlos Reese McKEE, Jr. (KIA 17 Aug 44). (Blackjacks Squadron patch below)
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Joe F. Hamrick notes: This Guadalcanal VF-21 Blackjacks Squadron officer’s photo was taken between 16 and 21 July 1943 and is from the WW-II scrapbook of CDR John Carlos Cleves
Symmes, who wrote the last name of each individual below the picture according to location. A scan of the page was provided by his daughter, Ketty Symmes (see scan in website ‘Gallery”).
The CAG-21 Guadalcanal War Diary and Symmes’ scrapbook provide only last names. Full names were found using Navy muster roles, grave memorials, obituaries, etc. Pilots not pictured
are: Cleon Mills ARNOLD, Spero Theodore CONSTANTINE, Rob Roy McGregor CONVERSE, John HULME, Charles Baynard MILTON, Charles Howard OSTROM (KIA 25 Nov 43),
George Henry SMITH, Millard Clifton THRASH, Ross Edwin TORKELSON (KIA 22 Jul 43). Pilots KIA before photo: Everett Raymond LARSON (22 May 43), George Robert HENRY
(30 Jun 43), Thomas Arthur RUTH (30 Jun 43), Travis Hartin HEARD (4 Jul 43), Jack Hutto REDINGER (15 Jul 43). * Indicates men believed to be non-pilot staff officers or flight officers.




49 PILOTS OF VF-21 BLACKJACKS (F4F-4) FIGHTER SQUADRON, GUADALCANAL, FIGHTER ONE AIRFIELD, 20 JUN TO 4 AUG 1943
NAME
LAST FIRST MIDDLE NICK (l}llziilﬂ KIA DATE K?]I}ItS II)BEIIIXFI‘I;'[[ NOTES INCLUDING 5 WARTIME ACES

ARNOLD Cleon Mills, Jr. Jack | Lt.(jg) 1920-2002 [Mid-air w Jackson near San Diego. Survived. NOT in JCCS Squadron photo.
BARSTOW "" Merton Charles, Jr. 1919-2012 |Legacy online obit fighter pilot in South Pacific. Muster w Burch, Williams, Thomas.
BEASLEY** Walter Clements Bubba | Lt.(jg) | 22-Jul-43 3 1921-1943 [KIA E. of Bougainville w Torkelson. Unrecovered. DFC VF-21.
BOYLE*" Gerald Francis Ens. 13-Oct-44 3 1917-1944 |Ace 5.5. KIS killed in flying accident off USS Belleau Wood. DFC VF-21.
BURCH*» Billy Pendley Lt.(jg) 3 1918-2008 |Findagrave obit Navy fighter pilot in the Pacific DFC VF-21.
CONSTANTINE* [Spero Theodore Ens. 1920-1996 [MIA 14 Jul 43 Rendova, returned 16 Jul. NOT in JCCS Squadron photo.
CONVERSE Rob Roy [McGregor Ens. 1917-2009 |Blackjacks squadron patch for sale online $1,275. NOT in JCCS Squadron photo.
CROCKER*"" John Archdell, Jr. 1916-1970 |PA Navy backpay names VF-21 in Apr 1943. Navy Cross w VC-76 2 Oct 1944.
DAUPHIN* Oyd Lee Bill Ens. 1921-1985 |Career, retired as CAPT. Buried Arlington National Cemetery.
DAVIDSON* George Howard Dave Ens. 1 1921-1975 |Ace 5.5. To VF-27 on USS Savo Island. Retired CDR. DFC.
DILLON* Martin, III |(none) Lt.(jg) 1.5 | 1922-1981 |30 Jun 43 0.5 Betty. 25 Jul 43 Zero. 1964 newspaper USN fighter pilot at Guadalcanal.
DIXON " Harold Christopher 1923-1991 |VF-21 DFC on Belleau Wood. 1991 newspaper obit WW?2 fighter pilot.
HARMS*» James Harmon Lt.(g) | 3-Apr-51 1 1919-1951 [KIS Med. Sea, unrecovered. VF-3 DFC. Newspaper obit USN pilot at Guadalcanal
HEARD** Travis Hartin Lt.(jg) | 4-Jul-43 1 1920-1943 |KIA Rendova. Unrecovered. Headstone engraved USN Pilot MIA Rendova.
HENRY* George Robert Lt.Cdr.| 30-Jun-43 1910-1943 [KIA Rendova. Unrecovered. VF-21 DFC. Surname DePstrokonski
HULME** John (none) Jack | Lt.Cdr. 1906-1997 |Career RADM. Buried Arlington Nat'l Cem. 25Jun43 detached from VF-21 to CAG-11
HUTCHINGS” Norman [Webb, Jr. Norm | Ens. 2 1920-1967 [1967 Norm & son died at sea, yachting in Gulf of Mexico off Alabama. VF-21 DFC
JACKSON** Charles Arthur Lt.(jg) | 30-Nov-43 1 1914-1943 |KIS mid-air with Arnold near Barrett Lake, San Diego, CA. Body recovered.
JOHNSON* Thomas [Cheek Lt.(g) | 25-Jul-43 | 2.5 | 1919-1943 |KIA Rendova. Unrecovered. Findagrave memorial names VF-21.
KEERS** Edgar Irving, Jr. Lt.(g) 1 1919-1964 |1 Jul 43 Val Rendova. 1943 newspaper article & All Hands Air Medal at Guadalcanal
LARSON*~ Everett Raymond Lt(jg) | 22-May-43 1917-1943 |KIA Gunnery practice off Espiritu Santo, sea crash. Unrecovered.
LINDSEY* Tom Walter Ens. 1 1921-2006 |30 Jun 43 Betty Rendova. To VF-3 USS Yorktown.
LYONS” Herman  [(none) Ens. 1 Aug 1921-? |30 Jun 43 Zero Rendova. To VF-3. USS Patuxent w Richardson to Fleet Air Noumea
MAYHEW*"" John Wesley, IIT 1920-2012 [Retired CDR. FAG memorial obit describes Navy F4F fighter pilot at Guadalcanal.
MCKEE*"" Carlos Reese, Jr 17-Aug-44 1920-1944 |KIA VF-3 USS Yorktown. Buried at sea, unknown cause. 1944 obit names Blackjacks.
MENOHER" Omar Clyde Lt.(g) 2 1916-1993 (13 Jul 43 Zero New Georgia. 17 July 43 1 Float Plane. To VF-3 USS Yorktown.
MILTON Charles Baynard Milt Ens. 1921-2003 |[Ace 5. 16 Jul 43 crash Segi no return date. To VF-15. NOT in JCCS Squadron photo
MOORE** Thomas [Hayes Rider | Lt.(jg) 3 1918-2004 (22 Jul 43 Zero, DFC. To VF-3 Yorktown. CAPT. FAG obit w Guadalcanal F4F pilot.
NUGENT* Edward Joseph Ens. 1920-1986 |[1944 newspaper article states his SW Pacific squadron shot down 68 enemy planes.
OSTROM*» Charles Howard Whitey | Lt.Cdr. | 25-Nov-43 1 1908-1943 |KIA on USS Liscome Bay, sunk vicinity Makin Isl. NOT in JCCS Squadron photo.
PARHAM* Frank Bayard Ens. 1 1921-1967 |4 Jul 43 joined VF-21 at Guadalcanal with Nugent. 17 Jul 43 1 Zero.
REDINGER*/ Jack Hutto Ens 15-Jul-43 2 1921-1943 |KIA Rendova. Pics, newspaper articles and more info on Findagrave. Unrecovered.
RICHARDSON "" |[Edmond  [Thompson 1919-1971 |In JCCS not in CAG-21 Diary. On USS Patuxent to Noumea Fleet Air w Lyons 4/4/43.
ROACH** Thomas  |Donald Don | Lt.(jg) | 25-Jul-43 | 3.5 | 1918-1944 [KIA Rendova. Unrecovered. VF-21 DFC. FAG memorial USN fighter pilot, Solomons.
RUTH* Thomas  |Arthur Lt.(jg) | 30-Jun-43 1 1917-1943 |KIA Rendova. Unrecovered. Headstone engraved w MIA Over Rendova.
SCOTT*"" James Edward 1920-1960 [Obit names Yorktown and not Guadalcanal? To VF-3 USS Yorktown, 2 DFCs
SHELTON*"" Henry Clay, Jr. Clay 1919-2008 |Obit USN combat pilot Guadalcanal. Retired LCDR.
SMITH" George Henry Super | Lt.(jg) 2 1918-2009 |14 Jul 43 MIA returned no date. VF-3 Yorktown. NOT in JCCS Squadron photo
SMITH* William  [Carmack Smitty | Lt.(jg) 4 1919-1978 |Hometown friends w VT-21 TBF pilot M.C. 'Chile' McKinney. To VF-3 Yorktown
STRAUB*"" Robert Leonard 1920-1984 |CDR WW2 Korea. On USS Long Island w Symmes, Shelton, G.Smith.
TERRY "" William? |Edward? Ed 1916-1999 |To VF-4 USS Wasp. DFC, Air Medal. Obit: no mention of VF-21 or Cactus?
SYMMES*~ John Carlos Cleves Jack | Lt.(jg) 5.5 | 1917-1968 |Ace 11. To VF-15 USS Essex, 4 DFCs, 1 Navy Cross, Retired CDR.
THOMAS*» Jack White Lt.(jg) 2 1916-1996 |Air Medal for 2 Rendova victories in 'All Hands'
THRASH* Millard Clifton Lt.(jg) 1917-1962 |30 Jun 43 Rendova, return 3 Jul. NP "Guadalcanal fighter pilot" NOT in JCCS Sq. pic.
TORKELSON*~  |Ross Edwin Lt. 22-Jul-43 5 1913-1943 |Ace 5. XO VF-21 KIA E. Bougainville. Unrecovered. DFC NOT in JCCS Squad pic
VANDERHOOF”" (Fredric Paul Ens. 1 1920-2011 |1 Jul 43 Val Rendova. VF-3 USS Yorktown. NASCC Class 2B 1942.
WALL*" Charles Gordon Seawall | Lt.(jg) 1 1920-2003 |VF-3 USS Yorktown, DCF. Flying Bond Tour '45. Retired CDR.
WELLS” Arthur Burton Art | Lt.(jg) 1 1920-2005 |30 Jun 43 crash Rendova, returned 5 Jul. USS Essex 28 Jul 44 Lt(jg) to Lt.
WILLIAMS*~ Charles Seymore Willy | Ens. 3 1920-2010 |WIA 25 Jul 43 returned '44. Obit USN fighter pilot wounded in the Solomons.

VF-21 VICTORIES, SOLOMON ISL., 2ND TOUR (+8 1ST TOUR) 60 Joe 'Foss's Flying Circus' VMF-121 with 74 vics. in 3-mths. VF-21 with 68 vics. in 3-mths
The last names of 39 VF-21 pilots above are from the CAG-21 War Diary and 10 are from John C.C. Symmes scrapbook (denoted ""). Full names are from USN Muster Rolls and other sources.
On 20 Jun 1943 VF-21 flew 36 Wildcats from Espiritu Santo to Fighter One Airfield, Guadalcanal with 45 pilots & 37 enlisted. CAG & VT-21 C.O. John Hulme. VF-21 C.O. Charles H. Ostrom.
On 19 Jul 1943 Segi Field, New Georgia was considered operational. 32 VF-21 Wildcats flew to Segi to remain on scramble status. VF-21 also flew from the Russell Islands on 1 or more missions.
HEMSLEY, VOWCRANTZ & SCOL listed by Aviation Archacology (AAIR) as VF-21 pilots losing planes 22 Jul 43 (w Torkelson) are not named in the CAG-21 War Diary or Symmes scrapbook.
SYMBOL KEY: *Find-a-Grave (FAG) memorial. "USN 'All Hands' mission and decoration article. ""Last name in John CC Symmes scrapbook (courtesy Ketty Symmes) & not in VF-21 War Diary.
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