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ATR FTORCE PACIFIC FLEET«
TORPEDO SQUADRON NC. 21

c/d Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif.
18 July 1943

Mrs. Ruth Priest McKinney
2500 Primrose
Fort Worth, Texas

My dear Ruth,

It is with greatest sorrow that I must confirm the fact that Chile has
been miesing in action since July T, 19”3.5 He was on a night miesion similar
to ones of the same nature he had been on before. Although he was seen by
seversl pilots in the target area and while attacking the target, the only
infoarmetion we have was lenrned from his radinman who was later returned to us.

— R Ly

Apcording to the radioman, Richard T. DOLE ARM2o y they helgevaﬁ “their
plane was hit several times whi cking the target. MHowever no one was
injured snd Chile flew the plane for sometime on his way back. A few minutes
after attacking the target, and while still over enemy area, they were attacked
by an enemy plane which killed the gunner., However, Chile and the rsdioman
were uninjured, and he continued .to fly theé plane toward his destination,

" having troudle controlling the damaged plane.

Soﬁetima later Chile told the radioman to prepare for a water landing.
Tn the landinz the radioman lost consclousness and came to floating in the
water with a broken srm, and Chile and the plane were no where to be segn,
He was picked up and returned to us, dbut numerous searches have been made
and Ohile is no where to be found yet. This landing happened close to us
and I sincerely hope he will eventually turn up, as we have had such in-
stances happen recently with other pilots in this sauadron. i

You know, Ruth, I have known you and Ghile for some time, ‘and this
ineident is not only of personal interest to me, but tothe sanedron as &
whole. FHe wag an excellent pilot and has done some excellent work in the
combat zones, while being very popular with officere and men alike. HWis
absence ie keenly felt by all of us.

If it should be the case that Chile did not come back to us, we can sall
feel justly proud of him, for he willingly and courageonely gave hie life for
the cauge thet you and I might live to enjoy the blessinge of our country. Let
ue pray that THEY shall not have died in vain.

The squadron wishes me to express, and I personelly want to express deepest
sympathy te ym in your greet sorrow, and we all pray that Chile will sometime
be with us again. I know how confused you must feel at this time and how in-
adeouaté this letter is, so if I can be of any assistance, Ruth, at any time,
please don't hesitate to call on me or anyone in the squadron.

[s/ BONES
R, L. Savage,
Ilt- Cmdr-p USN
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Vary sincsrely yours,

ROEERT L. SAVAGE
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