
Art Vocabulary Progression                                                                                                                            
Sale & Davys Primary School 

  Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 

All Year 

Groups: 

To use the terms: 

Colour 

Pattern 

Texture 

Line 

Shape 

Form 

Space 

In discussions about 

artwork and 

practical sessions.  

To use the terms: 

Colour 

Pattern 

Texture 

Line 

Shape 

Form 

Space 

In discussions about 

artwork and practical 

sessions. 

To use the terms: 

Colour 

Pattern 

Texture 

Line 

Shape 

Form 

Space 

In discussions about 

artwork and practical 

sessions. 

To use the terms: 

Colour 

Pattern 

Texture 

Line 

Shape 

Form 

Space 

In discussions about 

artwork and practical 

sessions. 

To use the terms: 

Colour 

Pattern 

Texture 

Line 

Shape 

Form 

Space 

In discussions about 

artwork and practical 

sessions. 

To use the terms: 

Colour 

Pattern 

Texture 

Line 

Shape 

Form 

Space 

In discussions about 

artwork and practical 

sessions. 

To use the terms: 

Colour 

Pattern 

Texture 

Line 

Shape 

Form 

Space 

In discussions 

about artwork and 

practical sessions. 

Tools: Pencil, paint, crayon, 

chalk, materials and 

fabrics, paper, 

cardboard. Glue, 

scissors, tape and 

sketch books. 

Build on from 

previous year: 

Sketching pencil, pens, 

pastels, charcoal, water 

colours, printing, 

equipment, collage 

materials. 

 

Sketching pencil, pens, 

pastels, charcoal, water 

colours, printing, 

equipment, collage 

materials. 

Build on from 

previous years: 

Textiles, felt, threads, 

wool, cotton, needles, 

clay and wire.  

Textiles, felt, threads, 

wool, cotton, needles, 

clay and wire. 

Build on from 

previous years: 

Mixed media, 

photographs, ipads, 

oil pastels, inks and 

acrylics.  

Mixed media, 

photographs, ipads, 

oil pastels, inks and 

acrylics. 

Techniques: Painting, finger 

painting, mixing 

colours – primary 

colours, modelling, 

collage, drawing, 

printing, building, 

cutting and sticking, 

weaving and 

rubbings, repeating 

patterns.  

Build on from 

previous year: 

Observational skills, 

primary & secondary 

colours – colour mixing 

– shades and tones, 

sculpting, collaging, 

marbling, sketching, 

planning, improving, 

comparing and 

evaluating. Portraits and 

landscapes.  

 Observational skills, 

primary & secondary 

colours – colour mixing 

– shades and tones, 

sculpting, collaging, 

marbling, sketching, 

planning, improving, 

comparing and 

evaluating. Portraits and 

landscapes. 

Build on from 

previous years: 

Observational 

drawings. Still life, 

figure and human form, 

proportion. 

Sculpture, photography, 

sewing, coiling, 

smoothing, blending, 

layering colours,  

 Observational 

drawings. Still life, 

figure and human 

form, proportion. 

Sculpture, 

photography, sewing, 

coiling, smoothing, 

blending, layering 

colours, 

Build on from 

previous years: 

Mixed media, 

hatching, blending, 

shading, perspectives, 

vanishing point and 

composition.  

Background, 

foreground, middle 

ground.  

Mixed media, 

hatching, blending, 

shading, 

perspectives, 

vanishing point and 

composition.  

Background, 

foreground, middle 

ground. 

 

Focus on 

artists/designers/ 

craftspeople & 

architects 

The same and 

different? 

Like or don’t like? 

Why? 

Plus all words from 

art terms. See above. 

Build upon previous 

year: 

Style, design, time and 

place, create. Reflect, 

inspired, other artists 

etc. Compare and 

contrast. 

Plus all words from art 

terms. See above.  

Style, design, time and 

place, create. Reflect, 

inspired, other artists etc. 

Compare and contrast. 

Plus all words from art 

terms. See above. 

Build upon previous 

years: 

Art period, features of 

art movement – cubism 

etc.  

Art period, features of 

art movement – 

cubism etc. 

Build upon previous 

years: 

Effects, 

feelings/emotions, 

evoke and 

interpretations.  

Effects, 

feelings/emotions, 

evoke and 

interpretations. 

 

 

 



 


