
History Vocabulary Progression 
 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

C
h
ro

n
o
lo

g
y
 

Now 
Then 
Today 

Tomorrow 
Before I was 

born 
After I was 
born 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

yesterday 
before 
earlier 

a long time ago 
last year 

in the past 
present day 
in the future 

today 
tomorrow 

older 
already 
happened 

passing of time 
in order of 
events  

timeline  
before I was 

born  
sequence 
weeks  

days  
living memory 

beyond living 
memory 

timeline 
AD/BC 
BCE (before 

common Era 
or BC before 

Christ) CE  
(Common 
Era) 

chronological 
order 

calendar 
towards the 
end of … 

In (55BC…) 

decades  
pre (1066)  

narrative 
era 
centuries 

millennia 
duration 

dynasty 



History Vocabulary Progression 
 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
G

e
n
e
ra

l 
H

is
to

ri
c
a
l 
v
o
c
a
b
u
la

ry
 

Young 
Old 

Very old 
Mum 
Dad 

Grandma 
Grandad 

New 
Guy Fawkes 
Jesus 

 

past 
king 

queen 
important 
same 

different 

artefact 
significant 

global 
museum 
local 

event 
historian 

AD BC 
ancient 

civilization 
agriculture 
archaeology 

prehistory 
discovery 

primary 
secondary 
evidence 

similar 
difference 

colony 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

change 
continuity 

Christianity 
conquest 
church 

democracy 
emperor 

empire 
slave 
settler 

invasion 
migrate 

leader 
rebellion 
revolt 

reason 
effect 

republic 
parliament 
peasantry 

crusades 
interpretation 

conflict 
sources 
myths and 

legends 
cause 

consequence 
aristocracy 

Dark Ages 
monarchy 

oral history 
immigrants 
reliable 

critically 
analyse 

diversity 
court 
tolerance 

  


