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THE GRAND VALLEY’S 4-DAY OUTLOOK NATIONAL FORECAST AND TEMPERATURES

AREA FORECAST

COLORADO TEMPERATURES

  WEATHER Here’s what’s in store today High 85, Low 58 20% chance of rain

Sunset today
7:41 p.m.

Sunrise
Monday

6:45 a.m.

Temperature
High 78 at 3:59 p.m.
Low 61 at 6:44 a.m.
Average high 87
Average low 57
Record high 98 in 2019
Record low 41 in 1973
High this date last year 89
Low this date last year 50

Precipitation
For the period ending at 5 p.m. 0.00 in.
Total this month 0.76 in.
Average month to date 0.07 in.
Total for year 4.95 in.
Average year to date 5.74 in.

Relative humidity
High 100%
Low 43% 

Delta/Montrose
High 80, Low 52, partly cloudy

Rifle
High 83, Low 55, partly cloudy

Glenwood Springs
High 76, Low 52, partly cloudy

Grand Mesa
High 81, Low 56, partly cloudy

Southeastern Utah
High 87, Low 61, partly cloudy

Denver area
High 82, Low 58, partly cloudy

UV index: 8 (very high)

City High Low Prc Snow
Akron 55 48 0.03 M
Alamosa 61 37 0.32 M
Aspen 64 39 0.01 M
Burlington 63 53 0.01 M
Colorado Springs 67 50 2.00 M
Cortez 67 48 0.23 M
Craig 78 37 0.00 M
Denver intl arpt 63 48 0.03 M
Durango 62 44 0.52 M
Eagle 66 43 M M
Englewood 60 47 0.10 M
Ft Collins aprt 59 52 M M
Grand Junction 85 58 0.06 0
Greeley airport 61 48 M M

Gunnison 59 36 M M
Hayden 72 43 M M
La Junta 75 52 0.21 M
Lamar 75 53 0.16 M
Leadville 54 29 0.14 M
Limon 60 48 0.02 M
Meeker 73 40 0.05 M
Montrose 70 50 0.01 M
Pueblo 71 52 0.29 M
Rifle 83 55 0.00 M
Springfield 69 55 M M
Telluride 52 41 M M
Trinidad 66 48 0.11 M
M=Missing T=Trace

City Yesterday Today 
 High Low High Low
Albuquerque, NM 83 63 87 66
Anchorage, AK 62 52 61 52
Atlanta, GA 83 64 83 61
Baltimore, MD 77 57 77 59
Bismarck, ND 70 53 72 52
Boise, ID 81 48 80 52
Boston, MA 73 58 71 59
Charleston, SC 83 70 84 71
Cheyenne, WY 78 57 77 52
Chicago, IL 76 66 78 68
Cleveland, OH 74 61 72 62
Columbia, SC 84 61 83 60
Dallas-Ft. Worth, TX 97 78 97 79
Des Moines, IA 76 64 76 65
Detroit, MI 79 55 75 62
El Paso, TX 89 72 91 72
Fairbanks, AK 62 48 70 48
Fargo, ND 64 58 75 55
Honolulu, HI 88 77 87 75
Houston, TX 92 78 96 78
Indianapolis, IN 80 59 79 64
Kansas City, MO 84 73 84 70
Las Vegas, NV 99 75 98 77
Los Angeles, CA 76 62 83 64

Memphis, TN 89 67 89 69
Miami, FL 89 76 88 77
Milwaukee, WI 77 63 73 65
Minneapolis, MN 69 61 67 61
Mobile, AL 88 73 90 74
Nashville, TN 83 61 85 66
New Orleans, LA 92 78 89 76
New York, NY 75 59 72 60
Oklahoma City, OK 97 77 96 77
Olympia, WA 79 44 78 49
Orlando, FL 93 74 90 75
Philadelphia, PA 77 57 74 58
Phoenix, AZ 94 79 99 79
Pittsburgh, PA 74 50 73 57
Portland, OR 82 53 83 55
Reno, NV 86 46 84 48
Richmond, VA 78 57 79 57
Roswell, NM 90 68 91 68
Salt Lake City, UT 87 61 82 56
San Antonio, TX 97 78 95 76
San Diego, CA 77 67 76 66
San Francisco, CA 65 56 69 56
Seattle-Tacoma, WA 78 53 77 54
Spokane, WA 75 47 80 51
St. Louis, MO 81 60 79 68
Tampa, FL 86 77 87 74

THURSDAY IN
GRAND JUNCTION

SATURDAY
High 88, Low 57

MONDAY
High 90, Low 59

SUNDAY
High 88, Low 58

TUESDAY
High 93, Low 60

Get instant weather information at GJSentinel.com

WATER LEVELS AND FLOWS
Lake Powell 3,549 ft.
Blue Mesa Reservoir 7,450 ft.
Colorado River at Cameo 2,070 cfs

Gunnison River in Grand Junction 1,610 cfs
Gunnison River
below Gunnison tunnel 597 cfs

LOCAL

By ANN WRIGHT
Ann.Wright@gjsentinel.com

In the middle 
of  the pan-
demic, the 
opportunity to 

create a children’s 
television show 
landed in Sarahn-
dipity Johnsen’s 
lap.

But it didn’t come 
with a TV studio 
attached, and the 
studios at Colorado 
Mesa University 
and 970West Stu-
dio weren’t avail-
able because of  
COVID-19.

Johnsen was not to be 
deterred, though. “I made 
a green screen studio in 
my living room,” she said.

The camera rolled in 
January, and Johnsen 
and her TV guests sang 
and danced, worked with 
puppets, made crafts, 
read stories and created 
“Enchanted Planet.”

The first episode of  
this educational program 
for kids is set to air at 
6:30 a.m. on Sunday on 
Rocky Mountain PBS. 
The next three episodes 
of  “Enchanted Planet” 

will be shown the follow-
ing Sundays in Septem-
ber.

“It has been navigating 
one unforeseen event 
after another and it all 
worked out beautiful,” 
Johnsen said. “I’m so 
grateful.”

The idea for “Enchant-
ed Planet” began with the 
characters in Johnsen’s 
“Animals Get Funky” 
children’s book series and 
continued with educa-
tional events planned for 
her nonprofit, We Create 
Heart.

However, We Create 
Heart launched the same 
week lock downs swept 

the country in 2020. The 
events Johnsen planned 
had to move online as 
classes — a baboon craft 
and a baboon dance or 
talking about feeling with 
Confused Camel — and 
many people watched 
in the Grand Valley and 
beyond.

Johnsen decided to 
build on those classes 
with a television show for 
kids age 9 and young-
er. When a grant came 
through from the Ses-
sions Family Foundation 
to make it possible, work 
began in earnest to devel-
op “Enchanted Planet.”

In the process of  creat-

ing the show, there have 
been plenty of  complica-
tions and hurdles, from 
lighting issues to figuring 
out closed captioning, she 
said.

But along the way, 
Johnsen was able to work 
with more than 30 artists 
— musicians, writers, 
graphic designers and 
others — mostly from 
Colorado.

“All these people who 
were gig workers … it was 
so exciting to put them to 
work,” Johnsen said.

Some of the faces and 
names on “Enchanted 
Planet” will be familiar 
to viewers in the Grand 

Valley. Among them are 
musician Chaz Roi and 
librarian Sandra Nuñez 
Currier, who brings a 
Spanish language ele-
ment to the program.

Each episode moves 
through eight learning 
segments, because “I real-
ly wanted to allow (kids) 
to engage, but not bore 
them,” Johnsen said.

Viewers also will have 
the chance to submit 
home video to be includ-
ed in future episodes of  
“Enchanted Planet.”

“We’ve already started 
pre-production on 
Season 2,” said Johnsen, 
who was excited about 
additional grants and sup-
port We Create Heart has 
received for “Enchanted 
Planet” from entities such 
as Alpine Bank, the Grand 
Junction Commission on 
Arts and Culture and the 
Western Colorado Commu-
nity Foundation.

Johnsen is grateful for 
the support and excited 
for the Grand Valley to 
see “Enchanted Planet.”

Along with being 
viewed on September 
Sundays on Rocky Moun-
tain PBS, “Enchanted 
Planet” can be watched 
after its air date on the 
PBS Kids app.

For information about 
Johnsen and “Enchanted 
Planet,” go to wecreate-
heart.org.

Children’s program with local ties  
set to air on Rocky Mountain PBS

Photos by TAL ATKINS/Special to the Sentinel

The first episode of “Enchanted Planet” is set to air at 6:30 a.m. on Sunday on Rocky Mountain PBS. Viewers in the Grand Valley are likely to recognize some 
local faces on the show. Pictured from left are Rio Alexander, Chloe Brooke Watkins, Sarahndipity Johnsen, Chaz Roi and Mateo Alexander.

TAL ATKINS/Special to the Sentinel

Pictured from left are Chaz Roi, Chloe Brooke Watkins and Sarahndipity Johnsen, who will be 
in the first episode of “Enchanted Planet” on Sunday on Rocky Mountain PBS.

The idea for “Enchanted Planet” began with the characters in Johnsen’s  
“Animals Get Funky” children’s book series and continued with educational  

events planned for her nonprofit, We Create Heart.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DENVER — A lawyer 
for a 22-year old man ac-
cused of  fatally shooting 
10 people at a Colorado 
supermarket in March is 
raising questions about 
whether he is mental-
ly competent to proceed 
with the case, according 
to a notice filed in court 
Wednesday.

The details about the 
defense’s concerns about 
Ahmad Al Aliwi Alis-
sa’s mental health and 
how they might affect his 
ability to understand and 
participate in court pro-
ceedings are not known 
because the motion on it 
is sealed, as required un-
der state law. 

However, a notice that 
such a motion was filed 
and the judge’s initial re-
sponse are public.

Judge Ingrid Seftar 
Bakke said that she would 
consider the issue at a 
previously scheduled 
court hearing Monday to 
determine whether there 
is enough evidence for 
Alissa to stand trial.

A spokesperson for Dis-
trict Attorney Matthew 
Dougherty, Shannon Car-
bone, said prosecutors ex-
pected the hearing on the 
evidence to go ahead as 
planned as well.

Alissa’s defense has 
previously said that he 
suffers from an unspeci-
fied mental illness.

A defendant’s ability to 
understand and assist in 
his defense is a separate 
legal issue than a plea of  
not guilty by reason of  
insanity, which hinges 
on whether a defendant’s 
mental health affected 
their actions when an al-
leged crime was commit-
ted.

Mental health 
questioned 
in shooting at  
supermarket

SALT LAKE CITY — As 
a member of  the Hazara 
minority in Afghanistan, 
Azim Kakaie would have 
had no access to higher 
education under the Tal-
iban. He had to board an 
evacuation plane before 
his family could join him. 
This week he became the 
first Afghan refugee to 
arrive in Utah since the 
withdrawal of  U.S. troops.

“I had to abandon ev-
erything that I had made 
in 34 years of  my life. Start 
from zero,” he said.

He look rward to build-
ing a life in the U.S. and 
finding a job.              — AP

1st Afgan 
refugee 
in Utah


