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OVERVIEW 
 
Thank you for your interest in pursuing continuing education efforts as part of your CASA/GAL commitment. 
Included in this catalog are National CASA/GAL Association hosted webinars. 
Please direct any questions to webinars@nationalcasagal.org. 
 
This project is supported by cooperative agreement #15PJDP-24-GK-04105-CASA awarded by the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. The 
opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in these presentations are those of the 
author/s and do not necessarily reflect those of the Department of Justice. 
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A View from the 
Bench Series 
AUDIENCE: CASA/GAL STAFF, VOLUNTEER ADVOCATES, 
BOARD MEMBERS, AND JUDGES 

A VIEW FROM THE BENCH: PARENTS STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES 

Parents struggling with mental health issues are significantly more likely to become involved with the child welfare 
system, often facing a higher risk of having their children removed from their home due to concerns about their 
ability to adequately care for them. In addition to providing support to these children and youth, CASA/GAL 
volunteers can provide information to the court about the potential impact of a parent’s mental illness on parenting 
capabilities, and resources that are necessary to support parents, including support from relatives and fictive kin. 
 
Recorded on: Friday, July 25, 2025 
 
Credit hours: 1 

https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/4iu4WMYhzUNA8fGMQkR3X4Iwd-
HoHLB7Z3s3Ay1PYPSnDL52sNBDBOn9jkNN7zai.h4VcXeXgrLMWGJ-8   

A VIEW FROM THE BENCH: FAMILY TREATMENT COURTS 

Between sixty and eighty percent of substantiated child abuse and neglect cases handled by the courts involve 
substance use disorder (SUD) by a parent or guardian. Family Treatment Courts serve children, parents and 
families involved in the child welfare system due to parental SUD as a contributing factor to child abuse or 
neglect. These courts operate collaboratively, drawing on community partners' expertise in child welfare and SUD 
treatment. In addition to providing support to the children and youth, and information to the court, CASA/GAL 
volunteers can play an important role in identifying available community services to address the needs and build 
on the strengths of each family member. 
 
Recorded on: August 29, 2025 
 
Credit hours: 1 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/7mSuX5XIccUHxltHasi0yRht4P7GR2eBn3jB9JCCl2BZl_Dqsuo-
cLzrKLCTvG5b.jhTaaeogX9TqQ4t1    

A VIEW FROM THE BENCH: HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

As many as 4 out of 5 victims of child trafficking have spent time in foster care. Children and youth in the child 
welfare system are at a heightened risk of being targeted by traffickers. Factors such as unstable living situations, 
emotional vulnerability, and a lack of consistent, supportive relationships can make these children targets for 
exploitation. 
CASA/GAL advocates will learn how, in addition to providing support to these children and youth, and information 
to the court, CASA/GAL advocates can recognize the signs of trafficking and find resources to help prevent 
exploitation. 

https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/4iu4WMYhzUNA8fGMQkR3X4Iwd-HoHLB7Z3s3Ay1PYPSnDL52sNBDBOn9jkNN7zai.h4VcXeXgrLMWGJ-8
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/4iu4WMYhzUNA8fGMQkR3X4Iwd-HoHLB7Z3s3Ay1PYPSnDL52sNBDBOn9jkNN7zai.h4VcXeXgrLMWGJ-8
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/7mSuX5XIccUHxltHasi0yRht4P7GR2eBn3jB9JCCl2BZl_Dqsuo-cLzrKLCTvG5b.jhTaaeogX9TqQ4t1
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/7mSuX5XIccUHxltHasi0yRht4P7GR2eBn3jB9JCCl2BZl_Dqsuo-cLzrKLCTvG5b.jhTaaeogX9TqQ4t1
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Recorded on: Friday, September 26, 2025 
 
Credit hours: 1 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/RFBDJQLQKnXPTBX0_o5GsI01KTXp9LRS_iiKCGCRLIalLF5utjwKV-
lR7DUjeNcK.qtf0sVGBwQTJxXCc?startTime=1758909611000 

A VIEW FROM THE BENCH: ACTIVE VS. REASONABLE EFFORTS 

Courts are required by federal law to make “reasonable efforts” findings in child welfare cases unless the case 
involves the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). In those cases, the court is required to make “active efforts” 
findings. This webinar will explore the differences between “active efforts” and “reasonable efforts” and the 
important role that CASA/GAL volunteers can play in supporting children and families, providing information to the 
court about active and/or reasonable efforts, and identifying needed resources for the child/youth, family, and 
community.   
What if those resources don’t exist in the community? What role, if any, should the CASA/GAL program have in 
identifying those resources?  
 
Recorded on: October 31, 2025 
 
Credit hours: 1 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/XTkUnWWWFxkTc4YmA33aP65v5_w98PcZ_c8pW2jX6_Zy7UPL53d1
DTyDVKDgugOz.LEFKxJcBZlTDaq0j?startTime=1761933609000    

A VIEW FROM THE BENCH: WORKING WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH OF INCARCERATED OR 
INSTITUTIONALIZED PARENTS 

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, about 1.8 million people in the United States were incarcerated in 
state or federal prisons or local jails in 2020. Some are parents or primary caretakers of children who are involved 
— or may become involved — with the child welfare system. It is estimated that about 15-20% of children entering 
the foster care system have an incarcerated parent. In addition, many children have parents who are in short- and 
long-term residential treatment programs. 
In this webinar, CASA/GAL advocates will learn how they can provide support to these children and youth, how to 
access institutions and resources, and how to provide the information to the court as to what is in the best 
interests of the child. 
 
Recorded on: November 14, 2025 
 
Credit hours: 1 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/play/Xw_WHro42zbIetM5HSZ6bdlc0A4kditm2eNQ8ZjCAc26bEb9gcP2UUUR
Hh-4Z1xfjj4nAUoJH-F6YVZi.sAVB8DydWwvlk0lb?autoplay=true&startTime=1763146808000   
 

A VIEW FROM THE BENCH: EXPECTING AND PARENTING YOUTH IN CHILD WELFARE 

Navigating the child welfare system while expecting or raising a child can be challenging. Expectant and parenting 
youth in care have unique needs related to their physical, emotional, social, and financial health that require 
individualized support. In this webinar, CASA/GAL advocates will learn how they, in addition to providing support 
to these children and youth, and information to the court, can find resources that may be available to support 

https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/RFBDJQLQKnXPTBX0_o5GsI01KTXp9LRS_iiKCGCRLIalLF5utjwKV-lR7DUjeNcK.qtf0sVGBwQTJxXCc?startTime=1758909611000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/RFBDJQLQKnXPTBX0_o5GsI01KTXp9LRS_iiKCGCRLIalLF5utjwKV-lR7DUjeNcK.qtf0sVGBwQTJxXCc?startTime=1758909611000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/XTkUnWWWFxkTc4YmA33aP65v5_w98PcZ_c8pW2jX6_Zy7UPL53d1DTyDVKDgugOz.LEFKxJcBZlTDaq0j?startTime=1761933609000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/XTkUnWWWFxkTc4YmA33aP65v5_w98PcZ_c8pW2jX6_Zy7UPL53d1DTyDVKDgugOz.LEFKxJcBZlTDaq0j?startTime=1761933609000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/play/Xw_WHro42zbIetM5HSZ6bdlc0A4kditm2eNQ8ZjCAc26bEb9gcP2UUURHh-4Z1xfjj4nAUoJH-F6YVZi.sAVB8DydWwvlk0lb?autoplay=true&startTime=1763146808000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/play/Xw_WHro42zbIetM5HSZ6bdlc0A4kditm2eNQ8ZjCAc26bEb9gcP2UUURHh-4Z1xfjj4nAUoJH-F6YVZi.sAVB8DydWwvlk0lb?autoplay=true&startTime=1763146808000
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expectant and parenting youth, including support from relatives and fictive kin. 
 
Recorded on: December 12, 2025 
 
Credit hours: 1 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/dO8Pilubo3o_FQm1_0g4-hHqZCS8zxWr1oOjYWd_zFRrngqzplaXy-
9zJzKK7Ccq.h5k9ynJWQ_LhROUL?startTime=1765565996000 
    
  
  

  

https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/dO8Pilubo3o_FQm1_0g4-hHqZCS8zxWr1oOjYWd_zFRrngqzplaXy-9zJzKK7Ccq.h5k9ynJWQ_LhROUL?startTime=1765565996000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/dO8Pilubo3o_FQm1_0g4-hHqZCS8zxWr1oOjYWd_zFRrngqzplaXy-9zJzKK7Ccq.h5k9ynJWQ_LhROUL?startTime=1765565996000
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State Standards 
Webinar Series 
AUDIENCE: STATE ORGANIZATION STAFF MEMBERS 

QUARTERLY STATE STANDARDS TRAINING 

This webinar will provide a high-level overview of the Standards for State CASA/GAL Organizations so the 
network will have a consistent source of understanding about the topics of the 6 Pillars and 51 Standards of the 
State Standards. Participants will gain an understanding of the purpose, history, framework and structure of the 
Standards for State CASA/GAL Organizations including the Core Model and Role of the State Organization. 
Participants will become familiar with the online resources available to support their continuous learning about 
how to become a effective state organization. 
 
Q1 recorded on: February 24, 2025 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/7o4gRd6k5touVV3MDPPOOV7JN_-
MnLdsLAglUUigQ5bW2JXIc8JgSNXY_XSy11lc.CAT-qMut7bxvbeYI?startTime=1740419972000   
 
Q2 recorded on: May 5, 2025 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/4yR9U00uar0Ohi8nvJx5KNPQg4uvaBHG_iHzGv4nENmI86h9JZTnCJ
QVcLHFWxdW.ehGPvTMr7kInxc-U  
  
Q3 recorded on: August 25, 2025 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/wZ1HHY6jqwK9W2QOnA8Utg4XnpRNVFAGaQIu0u9JucEs25ptaZ1rA
WajpxVzQFkz.a7H96bptUAqvec-C  
  
Q4 recorded on: November 3, 2025 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/iA0EKewcmnKY3m7sfSMCzE3Px7OpN0l5QC4wN7oC731MzThWZAT
EMQEOIQrJ1SBi.hp0xVjel1Nv_GN9W?startTime=1762192810000   
  
  
  

  

https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/7o4gRd6k5touVV3MDPPOOV7JN_-MnLdsLAglUUigQ5bW2JXIc8JgSNXY_XSy11lc.CAT-qMut7bxvbeYI?startTime=1740419972000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/7o4gRd6k5touVV3MDPPOOV7JN_-MnLdsLAglUUigQ5bW2JXIc8JgSNXY_XSy11lc.CAT-qMut7bxvbeYI?startTime=1740419972000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/4yR9U00uar0Ohi8nvJx5KNPQg4uvaBHG_iHzGv4nENmI86h9JZTnCJQVcLHFWxdW.ehGPvTMr7kInxc-U
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/4yR9U00uar0Ohi8nvJx5KNPQg4uvaBHG_iHzGv4nENmI86h9JZTnCJQVcLHFWxdW.ehGPvTMr7kInxc-U
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/wZ1HHY6jqwK9W2QOnA8Utg4XnpRNVFAGaQIu0u9JucEs25ptaZ1rAWajpxVzQFkz.a7H96bptUAqvec-C
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/wZ1HHY6jqwK9W2QOnA8Utg4XnpRNVFAGaQIu0u9JucEs25ptaZ1rAWajpxVzQFkz.a7H96bptUAqvec-C
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/iA0EKewcmnKY3m7sfSMCzE3Px7OpN0l5QC4wN7oC731MzThWZATEMQEOIQrJ1SBi.hp0xVjel1Nv_GN9W?startTime=1762192810000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/iA0EKewcmnKY3m7sfSMCzE3Px7OpN0l5QC4wN7oC731MzThWZATEMQEOIQrJ1SBi.hp0xVjel1Nv_GN9W?startTime=1762192810000
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Local Standards 
Training 
AUDIENCE: LOCAL PROGRAM STAFF MEMBERS 

LOCAL PROGRAM STANDARDS 

This webinar will provide a high-level overview of the Standards for Local CASA/GAL programs so the network 
will have a consistent source of understanding about the Local Standards. Participants will gain an understanding 
of the purpose, history, framework and structure of the Standards for Local CASA/GAL Programs including the 
Core Model and Foundational Documents. Participants will become familiar with the online resources available to 
support their continuous learning about how to become an effective local program. 
 
Recorded on: December 3, 2025 
 
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/2I8DO7dF9ZakSW77CXe8Q1OcPaR-
nJ0b2FvN0SSyS8Y5wxYg99P4Xw3IjnA0c20e.gn11QUjtfqIsyoMg?startTime=1764784810000  
 
 
 
 

https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/2I8DO7dF9ZakSW77CXe8Q1OcPaR-nJ0b2FvN0SSyS8Y5wxYg99P4Xw3IjnA0c20e.gn11QUjtfqIsyoMg?startTime=1764784810000
https://nationalcasagal.zoom.us/rec/share/2I8DO7dF9ZakSW77CXe8Q1OcPaR-nJ0b2FvN0SSyS8Y5wxYg99P4Xw3IjnA0c20e.gn11QUjtfqIsyoMg?startTime=1764784810000
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