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Date: July 1, 2023
Honorable Judge Bruce Petrie

Mercer Family Court

Harrodsburg, KY

RE: Review
-IN THE MATTER OF: Alexander Claunch, DOB: 10/11/2010, 16-J-00087-002/0034 

                                           Austin Claunch, DOB: 7/2/2012, 16-00088-002

                                           Alyson Claunch, DOB: 8/3/2017, 17-J-00103-002/003 
CHARGE: Abuse/Neglect
COURT DATE: July 5, 2013
We, Larry and Janet Gordon, am the Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) assigned by this court on behalf of the above-mentioned children.

CURRENT SITUATION:

· CASA was appointed to the Claunch matter in January 2020. 

· The Claunch children were removed by ECO on September 25, 2019. 

· Austin and Alyson Claunch live with Samuel and Ashley Campbell of Clay City, KY. The Campbells are an adoptive home for the two children.

· Alexander Claunch lives in Shively, KY with Tiffany Spillman. He moved there January 20, 2023. It is an adoptive home for Alexander.
· The children are permanently separated, and Alexander will have no further contact with Austin and Alyson.

PERSONS INTERVIEWED AND/OR RECORDS REVIEWED:
Austin and Alyson:

April 14, 2023: Reported a behavioral issue with Austin at school. He did not return to The Ridge. It was handled by the therapist, teacher, and foster parents. The adoption attorney has requested a GAL be assigned to the children, that will be done on April 24. All else is on track for adoption.

June 4, 2023: GAL has been assigned to the kids and the adoption day is August 14. Austin had a graduation ceremony for 5th grade and he is nervous about going to middle school. Alyson has been approved to begin kindergarten in the fall. They are both doing well as per their teachers.

June 9, 2023: CASA visited the kids in Clay City. They are both extremely excited about an upcoming trip to Florida. They are settled in as a family unit. The Campbells have taken their name off the foster care rolls, as they are happy with their family as it is and do not want to expose the kids to any more issues. The adoption is still on track. CASA was invited to come to the adoption ceremony on August 14.

June 28, 2023: It was reported to CASA that the trip to Florida was amazing and all is well.

Alexander:

April 14, 2023: CASA requested a visit via text with Tiffany Spillman. CASA received the response, “He’s been lying, taking things that are not his, stealing and hiding and hitting people…I believe I will be sending him to respite. Probably best time will be after Derby.” The text conversation went on and it appeared to CASA that Tiffany was obviously stressed and angry about Zander’s behavior. CASA asked if she were reconsidering adoption and she said “as of this minute…I am.”

April 14, 2023: CASA reached out to SSC Louallen to see if he had any knowledge of the situation as told by Tiffany. SSC Louallen reported that he was aware and was looking into the situation.

April 23, 2023: CASA reached out to Tiffany and, according to her, things weren’t going much better. “He is still Lying…He is lazy…He’s been getting picked on at school I told him to tell the principal. He said he did. I texted the principal and he said that’s the first he’s heard of it. Sooo Zander is STILL lying.” She stated she feels he doesn’t have basic skills he should have at this age. She suggested that maybe he needs to be an only child with someone who can care for him constantly. “He’s been in 5 homes. SOMEBODY should’ve been teaching the child SOMETHING.” She calmed some in the conversation and said she was working with him a little at a time.

April 25, 2023: SSC Louallen visited Zander and confirmed Tiffany’s concerns. Zander told him that Tiffany was stricter than Randy was and he wanted to go back to Randy. Louallen said it wasn’t possible. Tiffany told SSC Louallen she is still willing to work with Zander.

May 1, 2023: CASA had a phone call with Elizabeth Long, SAFY therapist. She has been seeing Zander three times per month. She stated he is adjusting and she doesn’t see anything going poorly. He has problems with lying and impulse control. He is getting a new therapist next month. 

May 17, 2023: CASA received information from SAFY and SSC Louallen. Respite is required for Zander due to a reported sexual situation with another foster child (boy) living in the home. The details of the situation are currently not all available to CASA. The perpetrator was removed from Tiffany Spillman’s home permanently. Zander was placed in respite. CASA was informed that Tiffany had switched agencies from SAFY to Stepstone. 

June 4, 2023: CASA had a phone call with Echal Milan, Zander’s respite home. He has been there since May 18. She is not an adoptive home. She reported that he lies to her, and she has reminded him that it is only the two of them in the home so if something is done, she knows he did it. He has spent one weekend with a possible adoptive family. 

June 5, 2023: CASA FaceTime call with Zander. He didn’t have much to say about the family he spent time with, it was just okay. He wasn’t very talkative. He said he was homeschooled now and when asked since when he said June 1. CASA noticed that he was just saying things without thinking. 

June 20/21, 2023: CASA had several emails requesting more information about the incident at Tiffany Spillman’s home.  There is a lot information CASA has not able to see due to privacy issues.

June 21, 2023: CASA had a phone call with Hannah Losch, Zander’s case manager with Stepstone. Zander’s new therapist is Sonya. They have not yet met. Hannah understands Zander has been diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. This was new information to CASA, and CASA was told by Tiffany that Elizabeth (Zander’s old therapist with SAFY) had done some testing and she diagnosed him. Tiffany has requested Sonya to do weekly therapy instead of the minimum required three times per month and Hannah is supportive of that. Stepstone has invited CASA to participate in the monthly treatment plan calls.

June 27, 2023: CASA had an in person visit to Shively to see Alexander. CASA was made to sit on the front porch for the visit, as Tiffany had Zander go outside to sit with CASA. CASA talked with Zander about his right to be safe and happy and asked him if he felt he was. He said he was. He has been back at Tiffany’s since June 18. He and GO (Tiffany’s oldest son) are the only children living there. Last weekend they all went to North Carolina to visit family. He reported he had a great time. Two  things concerned us the most during the visit:

1. He calls his foster “Miss Tiffany.” As we were talking about where we lived, he recalled his home in Harrodsburg. He was still calling the Claunch’s “Mom and Dad.” We said something about we thought they were in a different house since he lived with them. He got very upset that they would move. It felt suspiciously like he planned to go back there.

2. After about 30 minutes we were getting ready to leave and Tiffany came out on the porch. She said something very quietly. Larry asked what she said and Zander said “they don’t need to know my business.” We were concerned about trying to be secretive. Then she was leaving, we thought she was leaving him unsupervised, as she has been told she shouldn’t. It turns out that he went with her to stay with a friend until Tiffany was through working.

June 28, 2023: CASA had a phone call with Tiffany Spillman. CASA had a very good, honest conversation with Tiffany about what had gone on since the incident in May. CASA felt she was honest and forthright. She stated to CASA that she had been very upset with how she had been treated by SAFY. She stated she couldn’t get information about what was happening with Zander. She told CASA she still plans to sign adoption papers for Zander. She is planning to supervise him and ensure he is safe. She said she knows the adoption won’t happen for a while, 6 months or so. After speaking with Tiffany, CASA do think that possibly SAFY should have known better than to put the last foster child in her home who perpetrated on Zander. It appears, though we are not 100% certain, they knew of his sexual acting out in his background; or at least they should have since he did have a passed record.
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EVALUATION OF CHILDREN:
Alexander (Zander) is 12 years old. He is residing in Shively, KY with his adoptive foster mother, Tiffany Spillman. He has been uprooted so many times, it is hard to know if he is happy there or just doesn’t want to keep moving. Only time will tell. His school report card indicates no absences until the end of the year when he was taken to respite. His grades are all C’s and D’s. He had better grades in previous years. 

· [image: image2.jpg]


Austin turns 11 years old on July 2. He is residing in Clay City, KY with his foster parents and his sister, Alyson. There are now no other foster children in the home. Adoption is in process. He is settled and happy.

· Alyson (Aly) will turn 6 years old next month. She is adjusting well with the Campbells. She is doing well in her school and gets good reports from her teacher. Her development is nearly on track for her age. She is happy and active.
FAMILY SITUATION/HISTORY:

· This case is post TPR, and, as such Lucas and Stephanie Claunch do not have parental rights to any of these three children. 
COURT HISTORY:

· Petitions filed: 6/13/2019
· ECO: 9/25/2019
· TPR: 7/23/2021
· Reviews held approximately every three months since.

CHILDREN’S WANTS/NEEDS:

· Austin and Aly need permanency and want to be adopted by the Campbells.

· Zander needs permanency and wants to be adopted by Tiffany Spillman. 
STRENGTHS:
· All three children are in adoptive foster homes. 

· Austin and Aly are able to grow together and are thriving in their current placement. 

· Zander is continuing therapy and will be seeing his newest therapist weekly. 
SYNOPSIS:
· Alexander is in the process of adoption. We hope this is a good fit for him. We would be very hesitant to move him without good reason. We think his foster mother will work with him now and they will do well together.

· Aly and Austin are in a home that is an adoptive home. They should be out of the system by the next court date. Their adoption date is August 14.

· Since the last court hearing, Austin and Aly’s part of this case has remained steady. Both children are doing well, and the foster parents are committed to working through any issues Austin or Aly may have, because they are a family. CASA is beyond happy for these two children and their family!
Zander’s part of the case has had some more hiccups, however. The situation at Tiffany Spillman’s caused great concern for CASA, and CASA is still attempting to gather all the information from the incident. Following the last in-person visit with Zander on 6/27, CASA had some major concerns: Firstly, he calls his foster mother “Miss Tiffany.” As CASA was talking about where they lived, he recalled his home in Harrodsburg. He was still calling the Claunches “Mom and Dad.” When CASA said something about thinking the Claunches were in a different house since he lived with them, he became very upset that they would move. It felt suspiciously to CASA, like he planned to go back there once he was an adult. 
Secondly, after about 30 minutes CASA was getting ready to leave and Tiffany came out on the porch. She said something very quietly. Larry asked what she said and Zander said she had said, “they don’t need to know my business.” CASA was concerned about why Tiffany was trying to be secretive. CASA was initially worried about Tiffany going to work and leaving Zander unsupervised, however, she apparently took him to a friend’s house while she was at work. CASA says all of this to inform the court that while everyone is certainly pleased that these children may finally achieve permanency in a loving, safe, home, there continue
·  Zander seems to be doing okay, all things considered, but CASA is worried he may be complacent with his surroundings in order to ensure he doesn’t have to move again. CASA does not think Zander is necessarily unsafe at his current placement, but CASA is not sure that Zander is being completely honest about his opinion of his situation. 
RECOMMENDATIONS:
(Should be on a separate sheet of paper.)
In view of the previous information, I respectfully submit the following recommendations: (NUMBER EACH RECOMMENDATION)
1. Suggestions and recommendations of what you believe should be done in order to meet the needs of the children.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________________   Date: _____________________

YOUR NAME, CASA Volunteer

Reviewed by: 
_____________________________________   Date: _____________________

Staff Name, Volunteer Coordinator
CASA staff will email/fax the court report to the judge, all attorneys involved, the prosecutor, social worker and file a copy. A copy will be signed prior to the hearing by the CASA volunteer and their coordinator for the court record.
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