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THE COURT REPORTER: Do you swear or affirm
that the testimony you are about to give in this
cause will be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth?

THE WITNESS: I affirm it to be the truth.

CAROCLE BASKIN,
having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified
upon her ocath as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Will you tell us your name and address, please?

A Carole Baskin, 12802 Easy Street, Tampa, Florida%
33625. H

0 Have you ever had your deposition taken before?

A Yes.

0 I believe you have in a companion case. Same
rules will apply today. 1I'll ask you some guestions and

if I ask you a question you don't understand, let me knowf

and I'll rephrase the question.

A Okay .

Q What is your current occupation?

A I buy and sell real estate.

Q Do you work for a company, or do you have your

own company?

A It doesn't really have a company name.
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Q So you are a licensed real estate agent?
A No.
Q Okay. You buy and sell real estate -~ or

explain to me when you say you're in the real estate
business, what is it that you're doing?

A I buy real estate and I sell real estate.

Q Okay. And do you do that on your own, or do you%
have some investors that help you with that, or how does
that work?

A I do that on my own.

Q And is that primarily in Hillsborough County or

other places?

A Five counties.

0 How long have you been engaging in that
business?

A Since the '80s.

Q Okay. You say five counties. Do you own real

estate in five different counties currently?

A Yes.

Q And which five counties are you referring to?

A Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, and
Hernando.

Q And rough estimate, how many different pieces of?

property do you own within those five-county area?

A I don't know.
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A1l right. At least five, I guess, if you've

got one in each county?

A

Q

N ORI

1O

A

Q

Yes.

Okay. More or less than ten?

More.

And do you have these properties rented out?
Some are rented. Some are mortgages.

And are these properties in your name?

They are typically in trusts.

What's the name of the trust?

There's a separate trust for each property.

Do you also own the property that -- whereupon

Big Cat Rescue sits?

A I used to.

Q Who owns the property now?

A I donated it to the nonprofit back -~ the
original 40 acres or 42.5 acres. I donated it to the

nonprofit back in the '90s.

Q

A

Q

A

So it's owned by Big Cat Rescue Corporation now?|
Yes.
Just that entity or any other entities?

I believe that the title may still be in our

previous name of Wildlife on Easy Street, but that was

merged into Big Cat Rescue.

Q

What 1s your position with Big Cat Rescue
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Corporation?

A I am the founder and CEO.

0 Is that a nonprofit corporation?

B Yes.

0 When it files tax returns, it files as a
nonprofit corporation?

A Yes.

Q When was it incorporated?

A Wildlife on Easy Street was incorporated in
1995.

0 And when was Big Cat Rescue Corporation
incorporated?

A I think it was 2003 oxr 2004.

Q Are you an officer or registered agent of any é
other corporations?

A Yes.

0 Can you recall what the names of those other
corporations are?

A I couldn't begin to name them.

Q Do some of them carry the name of Big Cat in
some form or another within the name?

A Most of them.

Q All right. Are any of those for-profit
corporations?

A They aren't corporations -- for the most part f
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they're not corporations that are actively doing
anything. They're registered with the Department of
Corporations to register the names.

Q All right. So none of the other corporate
entities that you're an officer of have any ownership

interest in the sanctuary or the park known as Big Cat

Rescue?
A I wouldn't say none of them.
Q Can you identify which of them would have an

ownership interest?
a Return to Eden at one point owned part of the

property. I'm not sure how that's titled currently.

0 What is Return to Eden?

A It is a nonprofit corporation.

0 And does Return to Eden still own part of the
property?

A It might.

Q Do you recall how much of the property it may

have owned at one point in time?

A 20 acres.

0 What was the reasoning behind that, that entity
owned 20 acres and the rest of it was owned by Big Cat
Rescue?

A At the time we needed alternative access from

the south end of our property; and to be able to do that,i
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it had to be through a separate entity than the main
entity. It was a real estate reason.

Q Do you recall when that may have happened that
it was -- or was it in that entity's name from the
beginning, or did that occur later?

A I don't know how far back that went. To answer
your guestion, I believe the property was originally in
the name of Wildlife on Easy Street, but I'm not certain
of that.

Q Are there other officers of Big Cat Rescue
Corporation currently?

A Yes.

Q Who are they?

B All of those would be available through Sun Biz.g
I believe the officers are Howard Baskin, Jamie Muxrdock.
I'm just not sure, but that's an easy-enough thing for
you to pull up online and f£ind out. I know what's online?

is accurate.

Q Who is Jamie Murdock?

A She's my daughter.

0 Does she participate in the Big Cat Rescue
Corporation?

A Yes.

Q In what way?

A She's our president.
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Q Does she involve herself in the day-to-day
management of the park?
B Yes.
0 Okay. She have an office at the park?
A Yes.
Q All right. And what would be her particular

duties at the park?

A She edits our newsletter. She does the

oversight of the animal care. She's licensed as a

wildlife rehabber. She does a lot of our
photography, graphics work.

Q And when you're referring to the
you talking about the Big Cat Times?

A Yes.

Q Is she the one that designed the

banner that appears on the website?

ads and

newsletter, are|

snow leopard

A Yes.

0 Do you recall when she did that?

A No.

Q Do you know any of the details of where she got

the picture from or how it came into production, that

particular snow leopard picture?

A It was one of our snow leopards.

Q So part of the process would have been taking a

photograph of one of your snow leopards?
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A Right.

Q And that would have been done by your daughter?

A Right.

0 Did you supervise that activity, or were you
involved in it in any way?

A Yes.

Q Okay. What was your involvement in it?

A I tell her what I want done, and she magically
creates it.

Q So at some point you decided you wanted a
picture of a snow leopard?

a I don't recall if it was specifically a snow
leopard. What I wanted were eyes.

Q All right. Any recollection about when that

would have happened that you wanted the eyes on the
website?
A I'm guessing it would have been around 2003, buti
that's just a guess. |
0O So the best of your recollection, the snow

leopard eyes have been part of the website since 20037

A It was on our blog before it was ever on our
website.

Q I'm sorry. You're saying on the what?

A It was on our bleog before it was ever on our

website, our main website.
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Q Prior to 200372
A I don't know.
Q All right. So she went out and took a picture

of a snow leopard at some point. And then did she bring
you back different versions of how the eyes loocked, or dog
you remember how you made a final decision on the version%
that appears on the website?
A I don't remember.
Q All right. Did she also photograph other cat
eyes for the website?
A Yes.
o) All right. And which other cats ~-- what other
type of cats were photographed?
A Bobcats, caraculs, Canada lynx, tigers, servals,%
s—e~r-v-a-l-s.
MR. JAKES: What was the second one?
THE WITNESS: C-a-r-a-c-a-l-s ({sic).
A Fishing cats, clouded leopards.

BY MR. PINKARD:

) All right. 1I've got five different kind of
cats. Does that sound about right?
A No, it would be more than that.

0 All right.

A It was all of the cats that we had. They're a

rotating banner currently.
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Q So currently the eyes of all of those different
variety of cats appear on your website?
A Yes.
Q Not just the snow leopard eyes?
A Correct.
0] And by "rotating," you mean if you go on the

website and you click at different things on the

website -- for example, if you want to make a donation ——i
one of the cats will appear on that section, cat eyes?

And then if you go to a different, like if you want to

buy something from the shop, it will have a different

cat's eyes. Is that what you mean by "rotating"?
A No. What happens is each time the page is
refreshed, there's a different set of eyes. So it could

be the same page that each time you visit that page, you
would see a different set of eyes.

Q So if I went on your website, I would see -- if
I clicked into those different areas I referred to -- for?
example, if I started out on the home part of it and I
wanted to make a donation, I would see the same eyes on
the home and the donation?

A No, because the page will be different when you
click for a different page.

Q Does the snow leopard eyes appear with any more

regularity than the other eyes currently on the website?
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A I don't know.
Q Has that been the way the website has always

operated vis-a-vis the cat eyes?

g

No.

Q How long has it been operating that way?

A Maybe since last year.

0 All right. How did it used to operate?

A It was just the snow leopard eyes before.

Q And when you say "last year,"” can you be more
specific as to when that change occurred? Was it at the %
beginning of the year? End of the year? Middle of the
year?

A I really couldn't say.

Q All right. Why was that change made?

A Because the technology enabled that. We
couldn't do it before.

Q All right.

(Mr. Baskin left the room.)

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q "The technology"” being the rotating cat eyes?
A (Witness nods head.)
Q Okay. Do you have a consultant that works on

yvour website, or do you do it in-house?
A Both.

o) All right. Who is it that works on the website |
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in-house?
A I do.
0 And when I say "work on it," I mean design

things like putting the snow leopard eyes on the website?é

A That's me.

Q Okay. And there's somebody on the outside that
you also consult with?

A I wouldn't call it consulting, but I ocutsource
tediocus wozrk.

0 And what do you mean by "tedious work"?

A Our entire website has undergone a huge change,

and there are close to 9,000 pages that had to be

reformatted.
Q As far as the format of the home page when you
first click on the website, is that -- was that altered

last year also --

A I think it's altered daily.

Q —-— other than the cat eyes?

It's altered daily?

A {(Witness nods head.)

0] Contentwise it's altered daily; but as far as
the format of it, is it the same daily or different?

A The layout is the same.

0 " And when you say "it changes daily," it means

there would be different news about cats and whatnot on
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there when you click on there, like there might be -~ I
think there's a Father's Day thing on there now, so it
changes daily for those reasons?

A Correct.

Q Okay. The cats that you talked about that have
their eye pictures on the website, were the photographs
of those cats taken on different days or the same day?

A I'm guessing it would be different days.

MR. JAKES: Don't want you to guess. If
you know, testify.

A I don't know.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q During the period of time that only the snow
leopard eyes were on the website, did you have available
to you the pictures of the other cats alsc? Had your
daughter already taken those photographs?

A I don't know.

Q So 1if I wanted to know when the photographs wereé
taken, I would have to ask her? “

A If she would even know.

Q Were you with her during any of the times she
was taking the photographs of the cat eyes?

A I don't know.

Q All right. 1Is that an easy thing to accomplish,i

to take photographs of cat eyes like that where you get
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1 the straight-on shot of the cat?
2 A Depends on the photographer.
3 Q Well, if the photographer is your daughter, is
4 it something she commonly does?
5 A Yes.
6 {(Mr. Baskin entered the room.)
7 BY MR. PINKARD:
8 Q Do you know whether or not when this lawsuit wasé
9 filed whether you had the -- only the snow leopard on the%
10 website or whether you had the other cat eyes on the
11 website?
12 A I don't know.
13 Q Can you tell by looking at the cat-eye banner
14 which particular cat that's on your sanctuary that those
15 eyes belong to?
16 A Some of them.
17 Q The place where you are, do you call it a
18 sanctuary or a park? I keep referring to it as a park.
19 What's the proper name for it?
20 a Sanctuary.
21 Q Sanctuary.
22 Okay. At the sanctuary does each cat have a
23 name?
24 A Yes.
25 Q All right. Do you know the name of the cat for
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which the eyes that are on the website belongs to?
A No.
MR. JAKES: Was that currently or were you
speaking of the snow leopard?
THE WITNESS: Oh, I assumed he meant the
snow leopard. I shouldn't assume.

BY MR. PINKARD:

@) The snow leopard.

A No.

Q How many snow leopards do you have?

A None.

Q None at this time?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. Well, you must have had a snow leopard

when the picture was taken. What happened to the snow
leopard that -- whose eyes appear on the website?
A Like I said, I don't know which one it was, but ;
all three of them have since died.
Q Do you recall when that happened?
MR. JAKES: What happened?
MR. PINKARD: When the three snow leopards
died.
MR. JAKES: Assuming they all died at the

same time.

MR. PINKARD: Okay. Right.
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BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Well, I'm not going to assume they all died at
the same time, but when did the snow leopards pass away?

A The most recent would have been over a year ago,i
and the one before that, probably a vear prior. The

first one died many years ago.

0 I'm sorry. I didn't hear what you said.
A The first one died many years ago.
Q Many years ago.

All right. Did you acqguire all three snow
leopards at the same time?
A No.
MR. PINKARD: All right. I'1l tell you, I
could use some water.
MR. JAKES: Could you use some water?
We've got it.
MR. PINKARD: Oh, there we go. Sorry.
(There was an off-the-record discussion.)
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Does there exist records at the sanctuary which

would indicate when you acquired the three snow leopards??

A Yes.

Q What kind of records would those be?

A What do you mean?

Q Well, you say there's records that would show
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1 when you acquired the snow leopards. I just want to know;
2 what records you're referring to.
3 A We have a digital record of our animals.
4 Q Okay. What is contained in the digital record?
5 A The animal's name, date of birth, microchip, if
o there is one, their sex, where they came from.
7 Q And those records are at the sanctuary?
8 A Yes.
9 Q Are they computerized records?
10 A Yes.
11 Q All right. And when an animal passes away at
12 the sanctuary, is there a record of that?
13 A Yes.
14 0 What kind of record would be kept other than thei
15 record that the animal has passed?
16 A Their veterinary reports, necropsy.
17 Q Necropsy is like an autopsy but for a cat?
18 A Yes.
19 Q And who performs those at the sanctuary?
20 A Our veterinarian.
271 o) And what's the name of the veterinarian?
22 A Dr. Liz Wynn.
23 MR. JAKES: Spell the last name.
24 THE WITNESS: W-y-n-n.
25 BY MR. PINKARD:
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Q Is that the only veterinarian that cares for the%
animals at the sanctuary?

A No.

Q Is that the only vet that prepares the necropsy
reports?

A No.

Q Does Dr. Wynn work only for Big Cat Rescue or
does she do other veterinary work?

B She has her own private practice.

Q Do you remember where you got the three snow
leopards from?

A They came from Mark McCarthy.

Q Who is Mark McCarthy?

A He has big cats over on the other coast, I
believe, the other coast of Florida.

Q Does he have a sanctuary?

A I don't know what he calls it.

Q How many cats does he have?

A I don't know.

Q And all three of the snow leopards that have
been at the sanctuary came from Mr. McCarthy?

A Yes.

0 And what was the reason that Mr. McCarthy sent
the snow leopards over to your sanctuary?

A That was a dealing between him and my late

First Choice Reporting & Video Services

www firstchoicereporting.com Worldwide Scheduling 800.939.0093

néwmsmiamibhie mimmad e Dacawh, Banlaantla /404 ANA AR ARAAY



Carole Baskin - 6/4/2012

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 22
husband.

Q So you don't have any knowledge of the dealings?;

That was between Mr. McCarthy and your late husband?

A It's been so long ago. I'm sorry. I'm nodding
my head.
Q Would the acguisition of the three snow leopards%

be considered a rescue?

A I don't think so.
Q What was your late husband's name?
A Don Lewis, L-e-w-i-s.

Q What year did he pass?

A He disappeared in '97.

Q So would it -- would that mean that the snow
leopards would have had to have been acquired either in

'97 or some year prior to '97?

A One of them was in '97. I'm not sure if the
other two were in '97 or '98. I think they were in '98.
0 Well, if they were in '98, then Mr. Lewis

couldn't have been involved in that, because he had
disappeared at that time-?

A He had already made the arrangements.

Q I see. Okay. Do you know whether he purchased
any of the three snow leopards?

MR. JAKES: For the record, I've been

giving you a fairly wide berth here, but I don't
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see how issues regarding the acguisition of any
particular cats, even the snow leopards, are
pertinent to the trademark claims in our -- in
our complaint, nor do I see how they could
relate to the libel or tortious interference of
the counterclaim. So either tie them

together -- I mean, I think she's already
testified regarding the photograph in question
on the website, so I'm not sure how the
acguisition in the '90s could have any
pertinence to the issues in the case.

MR. PINKARD: Okay. I note your objection,
but I disagree with it. Are you telling her
she's not going to answer that question or --

MR. JAKES: Well, I'm going to let her
answer that question, but we may have to
terminate if we're going to go over issues that
have no bearing on the claims in the case.

MR. PINKARD: Okay. I disagree as to the
bearing. I think the origin of the leopard
that's in the picture in this lawsuit is
exceedingly relevant.

MR. JAKES: Because?

MR. PINKARD: Because of the claims your

client has made against my client and also as to |
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1 the fact that she has claimed it's the focal
2 point of Big Cat Rescue.
3 MR. JAKES: The photograph on the website,
4 not the acguisition of the cat.
5 MR. PINKARD: Well, if you're going to make;
6 claims about what Joe does and you've got a cat
7 that's the focal poinf of your website that may
8 have been purchased, then I think it's relevant.
9 MR. JAKES: The trademark claim doesn't
10 have anything to do with the acquisition of the
11 cat. The trademark claim has to do with the
12 allegation that your clients attempted to trade
13 off or pass themselves off as affiliated or
14 connected to Big Cat Rescue. So I -- we have
15 made -- that's the claims we've made in this
16 case.
17 You say we've made claims about
18 Mr. Schreibvogel. I don't know what you're
19 speaking to other than that.
20 MR. PINKARD: Okay. I note your objection
21 and I guess we'll have to allow the judge to
22 decide that at some point, but --
23 | MR. JAKES: The question is how —-- how
24 quickly we're going to let the judge decide it.
25 So I'll let her answer that question and let's
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see if we can move into areas that are a little
bit more germane to the case.

MR. PINKARD: All right. Well, I disagree
with your assessment as to the level that this
is germane to the case. I think it's essential
to the case.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q But do you know whether the snow leopards were
purchased?
A That was between my husband and Mr. McCarthy. I§

was not present.
Q Would there be records at the sanctuary that

would indicate whether the three snow leopards were

purchased?
A I don't think so.
Q How about the records that you referred to

before that would say where the cat came from, the sex ofi
the cat, age of the cat, those kind of things; they
wouldn't also reflect whether it was purchased or not?

A No.

Q If you did purchase the snow leopards, would youg
have done it by check or credit card or cash? How would
you have done 1it?

MR. JAKES: Objection; calls for

speculation; immaterial to the case and
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bordering on harassment. Go ahead.
THE WITNESS: Except that I wouldn't know.
MR. JAKES: Go ahead, 1f you can answer it.
A I don't know.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Was one of the snow leopards named Hercules?
A Yes.
Q Do you know whether Hercules is the snow leopard%

that's depicted on the website?
A I don't know.
Q Did you consider the snow leopard eyes to be thez

focal point of the advertising for Big Cat Rescue

Corporation?
A We used it on our banners.
Q But did you consider it to be the focal point?
A It, in combination with our logo.
Q Now, when you say "logo," you're talking about

the registered trademark logo, the tiger?

A Yes.

Q It was used in concert with the snow leopard
eyes?

A Yes.

Q And those two things together form the focal

point of the advertisement of Big Cat Rescue?

A I'm not sure what you're getting at with "foecal
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point."
Q Well, it's in your lawsuit.
MR. JAKES: 1It's in the lawsuit of Big Cat
Rescue. You're taking the deposition of
Carole Baskin.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Okay. It's in the lawsuit of Big Cat Rescue.
Did you ever read the lawsuilt?
A Yes.
Q If the snow leopard eyes in concert with the
logo has been the focal point of the website, why did youé
add the other eyes of the other animals?
A As I said, the technology enabled us to do that.%
0 So did that change the focal point of the k
website from snow leopard eyes to snow leopard eyes plus
four other types of cats?
A I guess. I am not sure what you're asking me.
MR. JAKES: Well, if you're not sure what
he's asking, don't guess.
THE WITNESS: I'm sorry.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Did you ever purchase snow leopards where you
signed for the -- you signed the paperwork from the

United States Department of Agriculture concerning the

snow leopards?
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A I don't recall purchasing them. I may have
signed the transfer papers.

Q Okay. When you say "transfer paper,”™ what are
you referring to?

A When a cat arrives, there is a piece of paper
that is required for the transfer that would have the
person transferring, the person receiving the animal, and;
a description of the animal.

Q Have you had only three snow leopards at the
sanctuary, or you had more than that?

A Only three.

Q Do you still get other animals from McCarthy
Wildlife Center?

A No.

Q Back in 1997 who was handling the announcements
at the Cat Tales?

A Typically I would write the articles for the
newsletter. My daughter would edit them and turn them
into the newsletters.

Q All right. So if you see an announcement on the;
Cat Tales newsletter, more than likely you were the one
that wrote it?

A More than likely.

Q And that would have been the case since the

newsletter came into existence?
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A Yes.
Q All right. Do you remember when the newsletter
came into existence?
A I deon't.
Q As part of your duties for Big Cat Rescue

Corporation, do you advocate for various pieces of
legislation throughout the country?

A More as my activity as an individual.

Q What kind of activities do you engage with -- do§
you engage in vis—-a-vis legislation and big cats? k

A I research the issues. I share that
information. I contact legislators, decision-makers.

Q What kind of legislation do you support in
particular?

A I support legislation that ends the trade in
exotic cats as pets, props, and for their parts.

Q How often do you engage in that activity?

A Frequently.

Q And when you say "frequently," could you
quantify it? Like on a monthly basis how often would youé
be involved in that kind of activity?

MR. JAKES: If you're capable of doing
that.
A At least weekly.

BY MR. PINKARD:
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Q And how many different states have you been
involved with concerning the legislation?

A I don't know.

Q And you say you'wve been doing that in your
individual capacity. What do you mean by that?

A I'm not paid by the sanctuary.

Q You mean you're not paid by the sanctuary for
that activity?

A I'm not paid at all.

Q When you do this work concerning the
legislation, do you use the name Big Cat Rescue
Corporation?

A In addition to my own name, ves.

Q And when you say "against the trade of exotic

cats,"” do you mean legislation that would outlaw privatef
ownership of exotic cats?
A I would support a ban on the private ownership

of exotic cats.

o) Okay. Have you been doing that, though?
A Yes.
0 Okay. Have you appeared and testified before

legislative bodies about that topic?
A Yes.

Q And when you do so, do you say that you're the

president of Big Cat Rescue Corporation?
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A No.
Q Is part of your website devoted to influencing
various pieces of legislation throughout the country?
A Yes.
MR. JAKES: And the reference to "your" was
Big Cat Rescue Corp's website there. Right?
MR. PINKARD: Yes. I'm sorry, Big Cat.
Right.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Does Big Cat Rescue Corporation pay for vyour

expenses when you go on these trips to the legislative

bodies?
A Sometimes.
Q Do you also write e-mails and letters on behalff

of particular pieces of legislation in various states?

A Do I write e-mails and letters to who?

Q For people to support particular legislation inj
particular states.

A Yes.

o) And when you do so, do you refer to yourself asé

the president of Big Cat Rescue Corporation?

A I'm not the president.
Q Okay. The founder?

A Yes.

Q CEQ?
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A Yes.

Q How long have you been engaged in that type of
activity vis~a-vis the legislation?

A Since the '90s.

Q At the sanctuary does there exist any records
that would show the expenses you've had in
the legislative efforts?

y:3 I think so.

Q Was one of the reasons that you found -- one of

the reasons that you founded Big Cat Rescue Corporation
to engage in that type of activity?

A No.

Q Is that mentioned anywhere in the mission
statement of Big Cat Rescue Corporation?

A Yes.

Q So it's mentioned in the mission statement, but
you didn't have any intent in engaging in it?

A We didn't know when we started what the problems%
were. |

Q And Big Cat Rescue Corporation has filed tax

returns as a nonprofit corporation?

A Your guestion was, Big Cat Rescue has filed -~
Q Tax returns as a nonprofit corporation.

A Yes.

Q Was there an amendment to the corporate

First Choice Reporting & Video Services

www firstchoicereporting.com Worldwide Scheduling 800.939.0093

ctronicallv sianed hv Beverlv Renlodla (401.004-245.9600\



Carole Baskin - 6/4/2012

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 33
documents in 2011 Articles of Incorporation?
A I don't know.
Q If that happened, then you weren't involved in
it?
A I would have been involved. I just don't know

about it. I don't know what you're talking about, so I
don't know what you're asking me.

Q You don't have any recollection of any amendment%
to the Articles of Incorporation for Big Cat Rescue

Corporation in 20117

A It's possible.

Q It's possible that it happened or you --

A It's possible that it happened. I just don't
know.

Q It's not possible? You don't have any

recollection of it?

A I don't remember what you're asking me.

Q Okay. Well, I'll be more specific just so I
understand your answer.

Do you have any recollection as you sit here
today about any amendments to the Articles of
Incorporation for Big Cat Rescue Corporation in 20117

A No.

0 All right. And did I understand your testimony

before that you received no compensation from Big Cat
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1 Rescue Corporation?
2 MR. JAKES: Objection; asked and answered.
3 BY MR. PINKARD:
4 Q Ckay.
5 MR. JAKES: You can answer.
6 A I don't receive a paycheck.
7 BY MR. PINKARD:
8 Q And you haven't since the founding of that
S corporation?
10 A Correct.
11 Q bDoes Mr. Baskins (sic) receive any compensation%
12 from Big Cat Rescue Corporation?
13 A Yes.
14 MR. JAKES: And for the clarity of the
15 record there's no S at the end of the name.
16 MR. PINKARD: ©Oh, sorry. Mr. Baskin. My
17 apologies.
18 MR. JAKES: That's all right.
19 BY MR. PINKARD:
20 0 It's Mr. Baskin.
21 Okay. What is his position with Big Cat Rescue?
22 Corporation?
23 A He is the chairman of the advisory board.
24 Q And as chairman of the advisory board, what are;
25 his duties and responsibilities?

800.939.0093
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A He meets with leaders in the community, gets
them associated with our mission by giving them tours.

He serves on our board. He handles our financial

processes.
Q How much is he compensated for doing that?
A I don't know off the top of my head.
0 Is he paid a salary, or is he paid by the hour

or by the task? Do you know that?
A I think it's a salaxy.
Q All right. How long has he been receiving a

vearly salary?

A I don't know for sure.
Q How long has he held that position?
A He's held the position longer than he's been

paid for it, but I don't know for sure when that was

either.
Q Does he have another job besides that one?
A He does some investing.
0 Okay. I've got an exhibit here. It's a copy ofi

The Big Cat Times. I'd like to have this marked.
{(Exhibit Number 1 marked for identification.)
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q All right. Let me show you what's been marked

as Exhibit Number 1 and ask if you recognize that.
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o) What is it?
A It's our newsletter.
Q And 1is that the newsletter that you referred to

earlier in your testimony, I think a copy of the
newsletter?
MR. JAKES: She's referred to a few things.
You want to —-
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Well, okay. Skip the question. I guess it
doesn't matter.

But are you involved with the preparation of

the -~ of that newsletter?
A Yes.
0 How often does the newsletter come out?

A Quarterly.

0 And has that been the case since the founding of}
the corporation?

A I don't know about the frequency earlier.

Q All right. Would it be fair to say it's been
around at least 10 years, the newsletter?

A Since the '90s we've had a newsletter.

Q Okay. Has it been in that form or similar form

to Exhibit Number 1 since it was first sent ocut?

A I believe it's changed formats two or three
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Q Okay. Would there exist records at Big Cat
Rescue sanctuary concerning the various format changes ofi
the newsletter?

A Are you asking if we have copies of the old

newsletters or =--

Q Yes.
A Yes.
Q All right. Will you take a look at the upper

left-hand corner of the newsletter? You see the
Big Cat Rescue with the tiger. 1Is that the trademark of
Big Cat Rescue Corporation?

A Yes.

Q Does the snow-leopard-eye picture appear
anywhere in that publication?

A In this one?

Q Yes.

MR. JAKES: Take a moment to look if you

need to.

A Only on the magnets in the middle in the
gift-shop section. 1It's really tiny, but it looks like
the snow leopard eyes to me.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Can you just point to which one you're referring}

to?

A Like I said, it's really small, but I think that|
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and that may be. Yeah, I'm doing the same thing.
MR. SCHREIBVOGEL: You need some glasses.
MR. PINKARD: I think those might -- are
those reading glasses?
MR. JAKES: Yeah, they'll work.
MR. PINKARD: I won't stretch them out. I
know my head's got to be bigger than yours,
but --
MR. JAKES: I wasn't going to say anything
about that, Eric.
MR. PINKARD: I might not even be looking
at the right one.
MR. SCHREIBVOGEL: It's a white tiger
laying in the grass.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q All right. But in any event, you're referringé

to photo luggage tags?

A Oh, okay. I thought it was magnets, but --
Q Okay.

A -- something.

Q 4.50 each?

All right. So would that be the only possible;
portion of this newsletter that would have the snow
lecpard eyes that are on the website?

A Yes.
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Q And page 6 and 7 of this Big Cat Rescue

newsletter depicts various items that can be purchased atf

the -- from the sanctuary?

A Yes.

Q All right. And you can buy a Big Cat Rescue
cup?

A If it's in there, you can buy it.

Q Okay. And it also refers you to page 10 of
bigcatrescue.biz. Is that a portion of your website
where you can also buy -- purchase items online?

a It's an online store.

Q Okay. Is that separate from the

bigcatrescue.org website?

A They're hosted separately. They have different
URLs.

Q What is the purpose of selling all this
merchandise on the newsletter and the website?

A To help support the cats.

0 Is part of the reason for selling the

merchandise to promote the name of Big Cat Rescue

Corporation?
A Yes.
Q And is that why these various items, many of

them have the Big Cat Rescue trademark on them?

A Yes.
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Q At the sanctuary would there be records that
would record the online sales?
A Yes.
0 Are the items on the website the same that are

depicted in this newsletter, or are there more of them on%
the website?

A There are more on the website.

Q Do any of them on the website depict the snow
leopard eyes that are on the main website,
bigcatrescue.org?

py I'm pretty sure that the banner for the Big Cat
Rescue store is the snow leopard eyes, and there may be
items in there with those eyes. I don't know.

0 So bigcatrescue.biz has got the
snow—-leopard-eyes banner on 1t?

A I'm pretty sure.

Q Only the snow-leopard-eyes banner or the other
cat eyes?

A No, just the one. It's bigcatrescue.biz.

Q Is there ancther website where merchandise from

Big Cat Rescue can also be purchased?

A Yes.

Q What's the name of that website?

A There's several.

0 Okay. Can you remember the names of them?
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A Cafe Press, Zazzle, Z-a-z-z~l-e.
0] Z—a-z-z —-—
A -- l-e.
Q -- 1l-e? All right.
A EBay.
Q Okay. Does any of the merchandise sold on any

of those websites have cat leopard eyes that are on the
website?

A It's possible.

MR. JAKES: Eric, we've been about it for

about an hour and a half, so when you get to a

decent stopping point --
MR. PINKARD: I'm at a decent stopping
point.
MR. JAKES: Super.
(Recess taken from 10:30 a.m. to 10:43 a.m.)
(Exhibit Number 2 marked for identification.)
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q All right. Getting back to Exhibit Number 1, on;
page 2 is a section that says "Saving Big Cats By |
Changing Laws and Minds." Is that something that you
contribute to the newsletter?

A Can I see it? Right here?

Q Yeah.

MR. JAKES: For the record we're on page 2
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lower left quadrant.
MR. PINKARD: Yes.,.

A Yes.
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Is that something that appears in all of the
newsletters, that section?

A There's not a section devoted to that, if that's%
what you're asking. |

Q Well, the caption there, "Saving Big Cats By

Changing Laws and Minds,”™ does that caption appear in all;
of the newsletters?

A No.

Q Okay. And above that there's some information
about Representative Castor and cosponsors and whatnot.
Does that type of thing appear in the newsletters when
they come out?

MR. JAKES: That type of thing?
MR. PINKARD: Yeah, about referring to
legislators.

A When it happens.

BY MR. PINKARD:

0 Okay. Is this page 2 of the newsletter devoted

typically to laws and legislation concerning big cats?

A Not necessarily.

Q All right. On page 10 of the newsletters, it's

First Choice Reporting & Video Services

www.firstchoicereporting.com Worldwide Scheduling 800.939.0093



Carole Baskin - 6/4/2012

10
11
12
13
14
15
1o
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

25

Page 43

got some various activities that visitors can engage in.
Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And these are the various pricing for the
variety of tours that can be taken at the sanctuary?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And since it's opened, has the sanctuary
provided these type of tours?

A Not from the very beginning.

Q Okay. How long did it take until you were able

to do these type of tours?

A It would be different for each of those types ofé
tours.
Q Okay. How long have you been able to do all of

the different tours that are listed there on page 107?

A I'd say a few years, but I don't know exactly
how long.
Q Okay. Why do you do these tours?

A These are how we educate people about the plightg

of the cats and how we raise funds to take care of the

cats.

Q Earlier you mentioned the various websites where%
merchandise from Big Cat Rescue can be purchased. Do
you -- do any of those sell any pictures of any cubs of
cats?
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A It's possible.
Q Would there exist at the sanctuary records of
the revenues generated from the tours that you testified

about from the Big Cat Times?

A Are you asking me if we have a way of tracking
money earned on the -- from the tours?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

0 Better gquestion than the one I asked. Thank

you.
All right. 1I'm showing you what's been marked
as Exhibit Number 2. I've got a copy for you. I'm
sorry.
MR. JAKES: Thank you. 1 appreciate it.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Exhibit Number 2 I copied from the
Big Cat Rescue website, the differing cat eyes that are
depicted therein.
Does that look to you to be accurate about whichi
ones appear on the website -- I mean the website of

Big Cat Rescue Corporation?

A These are on our website.

Q Are those all of the cat eyes that are on the
website?

A No.
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0 How many other ones are there?
A I'd say 10 to 12.
0 10 to 12 total or 10 to 12 in addition to the
ones we see here?
A Total.
Q And would that mean we could go to the website

and 1f you clicked on encugh buttons you'd be able to see§

all 127
A It might take you a while.
Q What I mean by that, they don't rotate from day

to day where there might be 6 one day or 12 the next; all§
of the cat eyes are always on the website?

MR. JAKES: Object to the form.

MR. PINKARD: That's confusing.

MR. JAKES: I object to the form.

BY MR. PINKARD:
Q I'm sorry. I'll withdraw the question.

Well, 1f there's 10 different varieties of all
cat eyes, are all 10 always present at some place on the
website?

MR. JAKES: Object to the form again. If

you can answer that --
2 I'm not even sure how to answer that.
BY MR. PINKARD:

0 Well, I mean, if you clicked around the website,f
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1 would you be able to find all 107
2 A Eventually, ves.
3 Q Okay. All right. Looking at the various eyes
4 depicted on Exhibit Number 1 there -- Exhibit Number 2 —~§
5 there are only two exhibits and I'm already messing it |
6 up. The first one there, tiger eyes?
7 A Correct.
8 Q What's the second one?
9 A Clouded leoparxd.
10 0 I'm sorry?
11 A Clouded leopard.
12 Q Next one a spotted leopard?
13 A Snow leopard.
14 Q Snow leopard. I'm sorry. Snow leopard.
15 Next one a bobcat?
16 A Caracul, c~a-r-a-c-a-l (sic).
17 Q And what's the next one?
18 A You had it right before.
19 0 Bobcat.
20 Are all of these cats still at the sanctuary?
21 A No.
22 Q Can you recognize any of these cats by name?
23 A The second one, the clouded lecpard. His name
24 was Malachi, M-a-l-a-c-h-i. B&And, ves, I know that's
25 Malachi. It's just everybody called him Malachi.
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Is that the only one you can recognize?

It's the only one for sure.

Malachi still around?

No.

Do you have any recollection whether these cats

depicted in Exhibit 2 were rescued or brought to the

sanctuary by some other means?

A

I don't know who they arxe,

they got here.

Q
A
Q
A

Q

are you spending at the sanctuary?

A

Q

there?

A

Q

so I don't know how

How many cats do you have out there presently?

109.

And do you have an office at the sanctuary?

Soxrt of.

Okay. In a typical 40-hour week, how many hoursf

I'd say 15 to 20.

Do you have a set schedule as to when you are

No.

Are you there more or less or about the same as

Mr. Baskin?

Is there such a thing as a typical day at the

A Probably more.
Q

sanctuary?
A No.
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Q Okay. Well, what do you usually do while you'rez
there?

A Therein is the problem. There is not a typical
day, so there's not something I usually do.

Q Okay. Well, what sort of involvement do you
have with the care of the animals?

A I oversee the procedures. I monitor the
procedures. I help with the medical care.

Q When you say oversees -- "oversee procedures,”
what procedures are you referring to?

A We create training programs for all of our staffé

and volunteers. We create protocols for how things are
to be handled from the gift éhop to animal emergencies.
So I'm involved in the creation of those and the
implementation of those.

Q Do you have any licenses?

A I have a Florida Wildlife Rehab Permit, a U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Migratory Bird Permit, which it may
actually be in the name of the sanctuary.

0] I think I missed a little part of the first one
that you said. Big Cat -- what was 1it?

MR. JAKES: Okay. Go.
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q If you remember. She'll probably remember.

What was the first thing you said?
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The first one is a Wildlife Rehab Permit.
Wildlife. Okay. What agency gives that permit?é
The Florida Wildlife Commission. |
How do you get one of those permits?

It's changed from when I got it, so what are youé
Now oxr then?

Well, let's start with now. How do you get one

Now, you have to take a test, and I believe you

have to demonstrate a certain number of hours of doing

that kind of work.

Q And have you had to take that test?

A Yes.

Q Okay. When did you take that test?

A I don't remember what year.

Q All right. And before, you didn't have to take
a test, or what was the procedure before?

A The thing that's different now is I think they
require caging and fencing and that sort of thing,
whereas they didn't in the past.

Q What does that certificate allow you to do?

A To pick up native wildlife, care for them, and
release them, if possible.

Q And that is applicable to which animals at the
sanctuary?
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MR. JAKES: Object to the form. If you
understand the question.

A Are you asking if I currently have rehab
animals?

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q No, I'm saying, which animals at the sanctuary
are candidates for rehabilitation and placement back intog
the wild?

MR. JAKES: Currently?
MR. PINKARD: Huh?
MR. JAKES: Currently or --
MR. PINKARD: Currently, vyeah.
A Currently, none.
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q And what was the second permit that you said youg
had?

A That one's probably not in my name personally.

It's a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Migratory Bird

Permit.
Q Does the sanctuary itself have any licenses?
A Yes.
0 What licenses does it have?
THE WITNESS: Do I answer that as the
representative?

MR. JAKES: If you know persocnally, you can
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answer that.

A Okay. We hold a USDA license and a Florida
Wildlife Commission license, and that migratory bird
license is probably --

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q The USDA license is for a particular purpose?
It's a USDA license to do what, is what I'm trying to
figure out.

A The commercial exhibition of wildlife.

Q What was it that made you get involved in these
big cats to begin with?

A My late husband and I had ended up at an
auction, and they were selling a bobcat. The people
bidding on her were taxidermists, and we bought her and

brought her home to keep her from being a den decoration.é

Q And was "home"™ at that time the Easy Way?

A No.

Q Where was the bobcat auction being held?

A Ohio.

Q And did you bring the bobcat back to Florida, orf

did the bobcat then live in Ohio?

A She came to Florida.

Q Okay. What happened next on your road to
further involvement in the -- in the big cats?

A The following year we ended up at a fur farm
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where they were going to kill 56 bobecats and lynxes. We
purchased them and brought them back to Florida.

Q You purchased 56 bobcats?

A (Witness nods head.)

MR. JAKES: Yes?
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. PINKARD:

0] Before you purchased the 56 bobcats, had you
already made efforts to have a place where they were
going to be living?

A No.

0 Where did these 56 bobcats reside?

MR. SCHREIBVOGEL: This is what were bought

and this is what she sold.

A They were in my home and on the porches until we?
could build cages out at the Easy Street property.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q How big is a bobcat? I'm thinking -- maybe I'm

thinking of a cougar. A bobcat is smaller, slightly

bigger than a regular size cat?

A In Florida they're about 15 pounds to 20 pounds.é
Q Okay. |
A They can grow to 40 pounds.

Q So these things were running around your

property and then your house until the cages were
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constructed?

A Yes.

Q All right. Okay. What happened -- what
happened next on your big-cat involvement?

A I'm not sure of the exact chronology.

0 Okay. Well, at some point in time, you got
other animals besides bobcats.

A Yes.

Q When you were building the cages, was it your
idea that you were going to be building a sanctuary for
cats or just taking care of these particular bobcats?

A My main concern was to keep them from being
killed for their pelts. I didn't know what I was going

to do or how I was going to deal with it.

Q When did you decide to open or -- the sanctuary?f
A You say "open"?
Q I know you founded it. You founded the

sanctuary. What led you to do that?

A These cats that were in peril led me to bring
them in and to try and save them.

Q Okay. At what point did you decide to expand
beyond just the bobcats you had to bring other cats into
the sanctuary?

A The decisions on other cats were because of the

situations they were in. It wasn't -- it didn't have to
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do with what species they were, so I'm not really
understanding what you're getting at.

Q Well, I guess what I'm asking is, when you firstf
got all of these bobcats, did you think you were Jjust
going to have these bobcats, or you were going to find

other cats that needed homes?

A I wasn't going out loocking for other cats
initially.
0] Okay. And at some point you did start looking

for other cats or other cats looked for you?
A Unfortunately if you build it, they will come.
o) So were there bobcats there when you first
founded the sanctuary?
A When we first --
Q Well, when you founded the sanctuary, Big Cat

Rescue, even though it was under a different name.

A When we incorporated that name --

Q When yoﬁ incorporated.

A -= 1is that what you're asking me?

Q No. When you first had the sanctuary and vyou

incorporated a name, not Big Cat Rescue Corporation but

the predecessor name, which -- did you have only the
bobcats?

A No.

Q All right. How many cats did you have when you
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founded the sanctuary?
A I don't know.
Q More than just the bobcats, though?
A Yes.
Q Do you have a recollection of where you acquired%

the other cats that were present besides the bobcats whenz
you founded the sanctuary?
A I don't know all of the cats who were thexre at

that time, so I can't tell you how all of the cats got

there.
Q All right. Were some of the cats purchased?
A Yes.
Q Can you say how many of those cats that weren't

the bobcats were what would be considered rescues?
A If somebody's going to kill a cat for their fux
and you pay for that cat, is that a rescue?
MR. JAKES: You don't get to ask the
question. If there's a question about how he —-
you're confused about his wording, we can
inguire into that. Is it a question about what
a rescue 1s?
THE WITNESS: Well, vyes.
MR. JAKES: Okay.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q How do you define a rescue?
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A The way I would define it now is different from
the way I defined it then. But then, I believed that youi
could purchase a cat out of a bad situation and it would
be considered a rescue.

What I've discovered is that people will
continue to abuse animals if you fund their ability to doz
that, and so we have not purchased animals since the
'90s.

Q All of the animals that were purchased would
have been in bad situations?

A I don't know.

Q Would purchasing a cat that's not in a bad
situation be within any of your definitions of rescuing aé
cat?

A Certainly not now.

Q Would that -- would that have been within your

definition at some point in time?

A Purchasing a cat out of a not-bad situation --

O Yes.

A ~-- would that have been considered a rescue?

Q Yes.

A I don't think so.

Q Did you ever purchase any cats that weren't in a;

bad situation?

MR. JAKES: Objection; asked and answered.
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A I personally was not involved in purchasing any ;
cats.
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q That would have been your late husband?

A Yes.

Q Did your late husband have the license to sign
the transfer of the cats into the sanctuary?

A He had the license, yes.

Q All right. Of the 109 cats you currently have,

do you have any recollection of how many of those fit
your current definition of rescued?

A I don't know.

Q Would some of them not fit your current
definition of "rescued"?

A Yes.

0 Were any of the 109 cats that are currently at
the sanctuary born at the sanctuary?

A Yes.

Q Do you know approximately how many?

A Probably about 30.

Q And are those cats part of your exhibition when;
the public comes to the sanctuary”?

A Yes.

Q Is there an attempt made by the sanctuary to

distinguish to the guests of the sanctuary that come
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there for the tours which cats were rescued and which
cats were born at the facility?

A We clearly state on a sign in the backyard our
evolution, the way we used to believe about these
animals, and the fact that we no longer breed or buy
animals. Our tour guides are trained on their tours to
talk about how some of the animals had been born there in%
the early years and how we have changed our philosophy asg
we've learned that none of these animals can ever go back%
to the wild, none of them can be used in conservation
breeding, and therefore we do not condone the breeding of;
animals -- of big cats, anyway -- for life in captivity.

Q Who 1is it that currently conducts the tours at

the sanctuary?

A Both volunteers and staff give tours.

Q Do you give the tours yourself sometimes?

A Sometimes.

Q Do you know -- recall the names of any of the

individuals other than yourself that give tours at the
sanctuary?

A Oh, there's plenty of people that I know give
tours at the sanctuary.

Q OCkay. To the best of your recollection, can youf

give me a few names?

A My husband, Howard Baskin; Dennis Mitchell;
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Pamela Rodriguez; Kim Dever; a lot of ouxr interns;
Sharyn Beach, Edith Parker; Jeff Kremer.

0 Mr. Kremer was involved in the organization when%
it was founded?

A No.

Q When the name Big Cat Rescue Corporation was

incorporated, was Mr. Kremer involved at that time in

20037

A I don't know.

Q Has he ever been an officer of Big Cat Rescue
Corporation?

A No.

O Other than Mr. Baskin, are there other

individuals that are paid by the sanctuary?

A Yes.
Q All right. Who are they?
A Jamie Murdock, Vernon Stairs, Chelsea Feeny,

Jennifer Flatt, Gale Ingham, I-n-g~h-a-m. I know I'm
missing some. It's all on our website.

Q Are these folks typically paid a salary or
hourly wage?

A Salary, I think.

Q Is there something in writing at the sanctuary

as to what is supposed to be said when these tours take

place?
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1 A Yes.
2 Q All right. I got numero 3 here. This is just a;
3 copy of the complaint. I got another one if you want it.
4 ‘ (Exhibit Number 3 marked for identification.)
5 THE WITNESS: Do I keep this?
6 MR. JAKES: She's going to eventually keep
7 it, so...
8 BY MR. PINKARD:
9 Q Okay. Exhibit Number 3 there is the complaint
10 in this action. Have you ever read that complaint
11 before?
12 A If it is this complaint, ves, I've read it.
13 Q If you look at page 4, down in paragraph 12, it
14 says, "BCR is the owner of the federally registered
15 mark," and it's got "Big Cat Rescue" with the tiger.
16 Do you see that?
17 A Yes.
18 Q To your knowledge has Mr. Schreibvogel ever usedé
19 the tiger emblem that's depicted in that mark?
20 A I don't know.
21 Q Well, I'm asking you, to your knowledge has he
272 ever used 1t?
23 A Not the tiger portion that I remember.
24 Q All right. Have you reviewed the materials that;
25 Mr. Schreibvogel has used as to traveling shows?
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A "The materials" being?
Q Marketing materials.
A Yes.
Q And this registration number, according toc the

bottom of page 4, disclaims the exclusive rights to the

words "Big Cat Rescue." Is that correct?
A That's what it says.
Q Was there a particular reason why you disclaimed?

the exclusive rights to those words?
MR. JAKES: I'm going to object to the

extent she's not the designated witness on this

topic; but if she has personal knowledge, she

can answer.

A And I don't.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q To your knowledge does -- are there other
businesses that use the name "Big Cat Rescue"?

A Not just "Big Cat Rescue."”

Q And 1f another entity used the name of Big Cat
Rescue, would that be an infringement of this mark given
that you've disclaimed the exclusive rights to those
words?

MR. JAKES: I'm going to object to the form

of the guestion; improper hypothetical; calls

for a legal conclusion. You can answer.
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A Again, I wouldn't know.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q How about the words "Big Cat"? Are there other

entities and organizations that you're aware of that use

those two words as a business?

A Not just those two words.

Q Those two words in addition to some other words?é
A Yes.

Q All right. To your knowledge, has Big Cat

Rescue Corporation taken any action to enforce the
registered trademark for -- against any other entities
that have used just the name "Big Cat Rescue"?

A Yes.

Q Who is that? Who? Tell me about that. Which
entity was that?

A There was a man in Australia who used our name
under the auspices of helping us; and I contacted him andé
told him to stop it, and he did.

Q Do you remember the guy's name in Australia?

A Not off the top of my head.

Q Did you have some sort of communication with himé
about that?

A Cbviously.

Q I'm sorry. I meant to say, did you have a

written communication with him?
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A I don't remember how I communicated with him.

Q How long ago did this happen?

A A couple of years ago; three years ago, maybe.
Q Did he have a big-cat operation, so to speak,

out in Australia?
B I don't know what he was doing.
Q Okay. Have you ever made any —-- strike that.

Have you ever taken any actions within the
United States against any entity using just the name
"Big Cat Rescue"?

MR. JAKES: Apart from the instant lawsuit?

MR. PINKARD: Apart from that.
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q I'm sorry, apart from the instant lawsuit.

A I don't know of any entity that has used just
the name "Big Cat Rescue."”

Q Okay. Looking at page 6 of the complaint, down
near the bottom of the page it's got a caption there with}
"Big Cat Rescue Entertainment.”

Do you see that portion of the complaint?
MR. JAKES: I'm not sure I see a caption on

prage 6.

MR. PINKARD: A picture. I'm sorry.
MR. JAKES: Okay.

BY MR. PINKARD:
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Q A picture. I'm sorry.
A Yes.
Q And paragraph (b) there says that "The

defendants used a photo of a snow leopard's eyes
virtually identical to the photograph of the snow leopard%

that is used as a focal point of BCR Corporation's

website."
Do you read that?
A Yes.
Q Is that allegation true?
A Is the allegation that he used that photo true?
Q Used the snow leopard as the focal point of

BCR's website.

A Yes.

Q So you believe, as you testify here today, that
the snow leopard is used as the focal point of
BCR Corporation's website?

A I think this combination was purposely contrived?
to try and confuse the public.

Q Okay. I'm asking you a question if the snow
leopard eyes currently as it's depicted on the website isi
used as the focal point of BCR Corporation's website?

MR, JAKES: Okay. I'm going to object to

the form. It's a separate question that's

not -- does not bear on the allegations on page
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6 and 7.

A And I'm not understanding the difference between?
what you're asking me about this and what you're asking
me about what's currently on our website.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Is the snow leopard used on the website used as

the focal point of BCR Corporation's website currently?
MR. JAKES: Objection; asked and answered.

Go ahead and answer again if you can.

A Not currently. It's in part because we still
use the snow leopard eyes.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q The current use of rotating cat eyes on the
website, is that related in any way to any activity on
the part of Mr. Schreibvogel?

A I'm not understanding what you're asking me.

Q Has anything Mr. Schreibvogel done caused you to?
change your website and add more cat eyes in addition to
the snow leopard?

MR. JAKES: Keep that thought.
Object to the extent that "you" is vague

and ambiguous, because she's not here as the

corporate representative of Big Cat Rescue. Go

ahead and answer if you can.

A I don't think so.
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BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Okay. To your knowledge has Big Cat Rescue
Corporation sustained any actual economic damages from
Mr. Schreibvogel's use of the picture that's depicted on
page 67

A I don't know.

Q Have you made any effort to determine whether ori
not Big Cat Rescue Corporation has sustained any damages

for Mr. Schreibvogel's use of that picture on page 6°?

A I don't handle our finances.

0 Don't handle what?

A Our finances.

Q Have you had any discussions with anybody at

Big Cat Rescue Corporation as to whether or not there
were any damages related to Mr. Schreibvogel's use of
this picture at page 67
MR. JAKES: Let me just caution you. To
the extent that any of those communications were
in the presence of your counsel or counsel for
Big Cat Rescue, I'm going to instruct you not to
answer. If you had any communications where
there was no lawyer present, you can answer.
A Not that I recall.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Has the overall revenues generated by Big Cat
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Rescue Corporation gone down in any way since
Mr. Schreibvogel used this picture on page 67?
A I believe so.
Q Okay. When did that start? When did the
revenues start going down?
A I believe last year, 2011, was not as good as

2010; but like I said, I don't handle the finances, so
I'm not entirely sure.
Q How much revenue did Big Cat Rescue Corporation

generate in the year 20117

A I don't know yet for 2011.

0 What about for 201072

A I think it was 1.5 or 1.7 million.

Q Is the picture on page 6 of the complaint a

picture of the same snow leopard that is on your website?é
MR. JAKES: Let me object to the form. Go
ahead.
A I don't know.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Do you know where Mr. Schreibvogel got that
photograph?

A I don't know.

Q Given the fact that the snow leopard photograph

is no longer the focal point of the website, will Big Catl

Rescue Corporation be sustaining any damages in the
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future from Mr. Schreibvogel's use of the photograph
depicted on page 67
A I'm not a psychic.
Q Is Mr. Schreibvogel in competition with Big Cat
Rescue Corporation?
A How would you define ""competition"?
Q It's in your lawsuit. How would you define
"competition"?
MR. JAKES: Object to the form. This is
not her lawsuit.
MR. PINKARD: TIt's Big Cat Rescue's
lawsuit.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q The lawsuit alleges that he's in competition
with Big Cat Rescue Corporation. Do you agree with that?é
A I think by using this contrived use of our logo
and our image, he is competing with us for funds that
really belong to us.
0 Well, does Big Cat Rescue Corporation ever go on%
the road and put on traveling shows?
A No.
MR. PINKARD: We're getting pretty close to
the lunch hour. I think it might be a good idea
to take a break. Is that okay with you guys?

MR. JAKES: We are flexible.
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(Recess taken from 11:49 a.m. to 1:10 p.m.)
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q When did you first hear of Mr. Joe Schreibvogel?;
MR. JAKES: Of him?
MR. PINKARD: Of him. Did I say "from"?
MR. JAKES: I thought you just said "When
did you first hear Mr. Joe Schreibvogel?"
MR. PINKARD: No. Okay.
MR. JAKES: That was my hearing.
A I don't recall what year.
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Do you recall the circumstances?

A I know that I had seen several reports of
different entities that were doing these cub-petting
displays. I didn't realize that so many of them were himé
until later on.

0 Okay. Were you specifically researching whetheri
or not there was any cub-petting going on, or how did you%
come across these entities that Joe was involved with?

A I set up Google alerts to alert me anytime therei
is a mention of lions, tigers, leopards; any kind of

exotic cat.

Q Just cats, period, or cubs, really?
A I don't know if therxe's one set for cubs.
o) Okay. And when that occurred and you got the
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alerts about the cub-petting, what, if anything, did you
do?

A I would research it to find out what was going
on; who was involved, if I knew.

Q And if you found out =-- once you found out who

was involved, did you take any action —--

A Yes.

Q -— Or your organization, Big Cat Rescue
Corporation?

A Yes.

0 What sort of action?

A Typically I would contact the venue and ask them§

to not hold any kind of abusive displays and educate themé
as to why so many people believe this to be abuse. |

Q Do you have any recollection when you started
doing that, contacting the venues?

(Mr. Baskin left the room.)

A I don't know what year.
BY MR. PINKARD:

0 And you said that you would contact them about
abusive displays. What information would you give to
them about the displays?

A I would talk to them about how breeding cats fori

life in captivity, taking their cubs away from them,

trekking them around to malls and fairs and flea markets
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and parking lots was inherently cruel to the animal.
(Mr. Baskin entered the room.)
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Did you say anything else in particular about
Mr. Schreibvogel other than what you've described?
A If I knew that it was him, I would tell them

what I knew about him.

Q And what would you say?

A Primarily the things that we have posted online.;

Q Do you recall what those things are?

A We would discuss his USDA violations, the --

Q Okay.

A -= frequency of these cubs being used in this
manner.

Q Anything else?

A Mostly about the issue itself. It doesn't
matter who the perpetrator is. It's just wrong to treat

animals this way, and letting them know that most people
agree that it's wrong to treat animals this way.

Q Have you ever told any of the venues that
Mr. Schreibvogel’s only in it for the money and not to

try to help the cats?

A I don't think those are my exact words.
0 Something similar to that?
A I believe similarly.
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Q All right. Do you believe as you sit here todayf

that Joe's shows were only about money and not to help

cats?
A I do not believe he was helping cats.
0 All right. And what information do you have

that would lead you to that conclusion?

A The entire premise of taking big cats out in
public and using them as photo props goes against the
message of them not being suitable pets. You can't tell
somebody you can have your picture made with a cub and
say, "This doesn’'t make a good pet" and be effective in
your mission.

0 If he was using the revenues from the shows to
provide care to the animals back in his park, would that
be helping the cats?

MR. JAKES: Object to the form. Go ahead.

A He has to continue breeding cubs to make money.
That adds to the problem. That doesn't fix the problem.
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q But back to my guestion. If he puts these showsE
on and any revenues from those shows are used to take
care for the animals back at his park, if that's his
motive, is he doing it to help the cats or to make money?f

MR. JAKES: Same objection.

A It can't work. It doesn't work. %¥You can't keepﬁ
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adding huge carnivores to your food bill every year and
say that taking them out in public and breeding more of
them is fixing the problem or helping vou take care of
them. So it's not taking care of the animals. It's
adding to the problem.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Do you think that the money he was deriving from;
these shows was used to care for the animals at his park?%

A I don't know how he spends his finances.

Q Do you know whether any of the cubs that were
used for his traveling show ever ended up in the
medicinal-animal-parts trade?

A There's no way to know where they end up.

Q Have you represented to these venues that Joe
was going to be putting the shows on at that some of the
cubs might end up in the medicinal-animal trade?

A I contend that it's possible.

Q All right. Do you have any evidence that it

actually has ever happened?

y 3 That his cubs or cubs in general?

Q His cubs.

A I don't know.

@) Has there been any communications to any of the

malls from Big Cat Rescue Corporation that said that the

cubs that were being petted at these displays would end
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up in the -- being killed and their parts being sold in
the medicinal-animal trade?
MR. JAKES: I would object to the extent
that she's not designated as a corporate witness
on this topic.
If you have knowledge sufficient to answer
the question personally, you can answer the
question.
A I haven't written that.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q All right. 1Is that a true statement that the
cubs that were used in Joe's traveling show will end up

in the medicinal-animal trade?

A I don't know what could happen.
Q All right. Who is Susan Bass?
A She is a person who handles PR for us and helps

me with the legislative alerts.

Q Is part of her duties at Big Cat Rescue
Corporation to monitor where Mr. Schreibvogel's traveling?
show 1s going to?

A She's not looking specifically for him. She's
locking for any -~ anybody who's doing those kinds of
things with cubs or tigers, adult tigers like circus

acts.

Q Do you regularly attend the board meetings of
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Big Cat Rescue Corporation?
A Yes.
0 Has it ever been discussed at those -- at any

board meeting that you were present that Miss Bass was
hired primarily to track where Mr. Schreibvogel was going%
with his traveling show and to correspond with the
various venues?

A I don't think that's her primary service.

Q All right. 1Is it your opinion that all
facilities that breed big cats are animal abusers?

A I don't believe that big cats belong in cages.
I think it's inherently cruel.

Q So what is the answer to my question? Are all
facilities that breed cats engaging in animal abuse?

A I think it's abusive.

o) Is Busch Gardens abusing animals if it breeds
any cats at its location?

MR. JAKES: Object to the form of the

gquestion.
A I think it would be abusive to breed cats for
life in cages. It doesn't matter who you are.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q In addition to contacting the various venues
that Joe was -- Joe Schreibvogel was going to be
appearing at, did -- does Big Cat Rescue Corporation also;
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encourage other people to complain about these
exhibitions?

A Yes.
Q How do you go about doing that?
A We alert ocur supporters when we know of a

situation where a mall or a fair has either not respondedé
to us or responded negatively that they are not going to
discontinue those kinds of acts. We ask those people to
contact them and tell them how they feel about it.
Q Do you provide assistance to them as to what
they're going to say to the mall?
A We give them a sample letter.
0] And how are these folks contacted to send them
the sample letter?
A Sometimes we e-mail them. Sometimes we post it
on Facebook. Sometimes it's on our website.
MR. SCHREIBVOGEL: I need to step out.
{(Mr. Schreibvogel left the room.)

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q What is 911 Animal Abuse?
A It's a website.
0 Are you involved in that website as far as

ownership of it?

A Yes.

Q Does 911 Animal Abuse also post this -- the
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information that you say that you have about
Mr. Schreibvogel?

A Yes.

0 And does the 911 Animal Abuse website also
encourage people to contact these venues?

A On some pages it probably does.

(Mr. Schreibvogel entered the room. )

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Do you have any idea of the number of different

venues that Joe was going to appear at that you've

contacted?
A I don't know the number.
Q In addition to the written encouragement of the

e-mails and the other written communications, do you also?

encourage people to go to the malls and demonstrate?

A I think we have.
Q Have you ever informed the venues that if they
don't stop using the -- or stop having the --

Mr. Schreibvogel's shows that you're going to have a lot
of people show up at the mall and protest it?

A I haven't said that.

Q Anybody else to your knowledge at Big Cat Rescuei
Corporation done that?

A I don't think so.

Q All right. Have you ever been to
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Mr. Schreibvogel's park?
A No.
Q Is there anything about the cubs that are in

these traveling shows that makes it more likely that theyﬁ
would be killed and their parts sold in the
medicinal-animal trade than any other cat in captivity?

A Yes. I don't think most cats in AZA accredited
zoos are going to end up in those situations.

Q Well, is there anything about the fact that
they're cubs rather than full-grown that would make them
more susceptible or at risk at being in the
medicinal-animal trade?

A All tigers start out as cubs.

MR. JAKES: I think it's a problem with the
way the gquestion was phrased probably.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Okay.
A They --
Q Is there anything about the fact that the

animals in Joe's traveling show are cubs that makes them
more at risk for being in the medicinal-animal trade thanf
any other cat?

A It's not the virtue of the fact that they have
been cubs that makes them more susceptible.

Q Okay. Or that they are cubs when they're in the|
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show?

A Cozxrect.

@) When Susan Bass sends out these e-mails to the
venues, does she have to get approval from the -- from
you to -- as to their content?

A She doesn't have to.

0 Do you sometimes review them for their content?

A Sometimes.

Q And is she authorized to send the e~mails out

without your approval?
a Yes.
Q How about anything that is said about
Mr. Schreibvogel on your website? Is that something thatg

you would have to approve?

A Yes.

Q How about something on 911 Animal Abuse?

A Yes. Well, no, because that has a component
where the public can create a -- I don't know what you

call it. They can create an account, and they can post
their own videos and photos and information.
Q Are you an owner in 911 Animal Abuse, or is

Big Cat Rescue Corporation an owner in 911 Animal Abuse?

A I don't know.
Q How long ago was that website started?
A I don't remember what year.
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Q Is you or the Big Cat Rescue Corporation the

sole owner of it?
MR, JAKES: Object to the -- object to the

form. Go ahead.

A As opposed to who else?
BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Someone else in addition to you owning it.

A No, there's no ocutside owners other than the
owners of their content that they post.

Q Does your —-- or does Big Cat Rescue Corporation i

directly contact zoos or parks or sanctuaries that breed ;
big cats to try to discourage them from doing so?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever sold or has Big Cat Rescue
Corporation ever sold any of the cats that are at the
sanctuary?

A Not the ones that are currently at the
sanctuaxry.

Q Well, they wouldn't be there if you'd sold them %

before, but since —--

A That's kind of how you asked the gquestion,
though.
Q Okay. Since the place opened, have you sold ~~i

has that entity sold any cats?

B Yes.
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Q Okay. When did that occur and what kind of
cats, if you recall?

A All of the sales would have been prior to 1997.

Q Where were they -- what kind of places were theyg
sold to?

a They were private owners. Probably mostly
private owners.

Q So some of those cats that were sold from the
sanctuary could have ended up at the medicinal-~animal
trade and killed and sold?

A The only cats used in the Asian medicinal trade
to my knowledge are tigers, and we've never bred or sold
tigers.

Q Do you know whether or not any of the animals
that were sold by Big Cat Rescue Corporation ended up in
deplorable living conditions?

A I doubt it, because in the beginning when we
were first placing animals, what we found was people
couldn't take care of them and ended up bringing them
back. So the vast majority of them ended up coming back
to us.

MR. JAKES: I'm going to alsoc interpose an
objection for that question because it presumes

that Big Cat Rescue Corp. was in existence in

the '90s -~
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THE WITNESS: And it wasn't.
MR. JAKES: -~ and it wasn't.
THE WITNESS: Which is was pre-'97.
BY MR. PINKARD:
0 Oh. The entity that preceded it.
Is one of the things you tell the venues of
Mr. Schreibvogel that the cubs that are involved in theseg

shows will likely end up in deplorable living conditions?f

A I don't know that that's my words.

Q Something similar to that?

A I think it's very possible.

0 Have you said that -- have vyou communicated that%

to the venues before?

A Not in those direct terms, I don't believe; but
something similar, yes.

Q And why do you believe that?

MR. JAKES: Believe what?

MR. PINKARD: That some of the cubs at the
shows will end up living in deplorable living
conditions.

MR. JAKES: Object to the form of the
guestion.

A Typically what I have seen is that these animals¥

end up being warehoused, crammed together in small barrené

enclosures after they have outlived their profitable cub
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stage.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q All right. Do you have any specific knowledge

about any of the cubs that have been in
Mr. Schreibveogel's shows where that happened to them?

A I've seen pictures of his facilities, and it's
just row after row after row of barren jail cells full ofi
cats. To me that's a deplorable way to keep a

magnificent animal like a tiger.

Q Where did you see that condition at his park?
A I've seen his pictures on his website.

Q Anywhere else?

A He has an Internet show that he does, Exotic

Animal TV. I've seen video that he's posted there.

0 So it's your opinion that the animals at
Mr. Schreibvogel's park, the G.W. Exotic Animal
Foundation, are in deplorable conditions?

A Yes.

Q And that's because they're in what you describedé

as jail cells?

A In addition to a number of other reasons, yes.
Q Okay. What are the other reasons?
A The continued overcrowded by continuing to breed;

and add to the problem puts all of those cats in peril.

I know that he has —-- excuse me. I know that
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Joe Schreibvogel has sent cats of his to facilities that
are under investigation or in current lawsuits with USDa
for the deplorable conditions that exist in their
conditions.

Q All right. Well, let's just stick with his
facility for the time being.

You've got -- you've got the Jail cells and
you've got the overcrowding. What else?

A I have seen images of a lion who had her leg
ripped off by other cats in the cage because of the
overcrowding.

Q When did that happen?

A I believe it was around 2006.

Q Okay. What else about G.W. Exotic Memorial
Animal Foundation do you believe is deplorable
conditions?

A The CBS Morning Show did an exposé that was doneé
by HSUS showing that these cubs are routinely beaten,
that animals are dying for unknown reasons.

Q Okay. Anything else that contributes to your
opinion that G.W. Exotic Memorial Animal Foundation is
in -- has animals in deplorable conditions?

A I know that they were being transported in a vani

that did not have proper air conditioning for themn.

Q You talking about the tiger cubs?
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A Yes.

0 Okay.
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A The cubs have frequently demonstrated patches of;

fur missing that appear to be brain worm, which is a

condition that is caused from being kept in deplorable

conditions; and we know that at least 23 cubs have died

there just in an 18-month period.

Q Okay. Anything else about the deplorable

conditions at the G.W.?

A Not that comes to mind.

Q Now, is this information that you tell to

venues where Joe 1s going to
traveling shows?

A Yes.

Q On your website are
the different cats as to how

A Yes.

0 And is that also on

attempt to put on his

there various stories

they were rescued?

the TV program on Big

TV? You have a TV on YouTube. Right?

A We have a YouTube channel, yes.

o) YouTube, yeah.

the

about

Cat

Are there stories about the cats on the YouTube?f

A Yes.

Q Are you the person that would approve the

stories that are on the website?
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A Yes.

Q Are the stories that are on the website accurateg
as to how the animals were rescued?

A If it refers to how they were rescued, it is
accurate information.

Q Would it be appropriate or ethical to have
inaccurate information about the -- how these cats were
rescued?

MR. JAKES: Object to the form.
A To the best of my knowledge, we post everything

to the best of our ability, what we know to be accurate.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q Have any animals died at the sanctuary?

A Yes.

o] Can you approximate the number since you startedé
operations?

A It would be a guess.

MR. JAKES: You're talking about a 20—,
25-year period.
A I would be guessing. We post them all online.
MR. SCHREIBVOGEL: That's just last year.
BY MR. PINKARD:
Q Have you ever -- or do you know what message Joe%
tells the people at his magic shows?

A No.
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Q Do you know whether he tells them that private
ownership of these type of cats is not appropriate?

A Your actions speak much louder than your words.

MR. JAKES: Just answer the guestion.

A I don't know what he says.

BY MR. PINKARD:

Q All right. How about at his park? Do you know
what he tells people —-- or what the foundation in
Oklahoma tells people that come on to the park to see theé
animals?

A No.

Q Do you know whether any of the -- part of the
money that is generated, revenues generated at
G.W. Exotic Memorial Animal Foundation goes for the
preservation of cats in the wild?

A I don't know.

MR. PINKARD: Let me confer with my client
for a moment and I might be near the end here.

(Recess taken from 1:53 p.m. to 1:58 p.m.)

MR. PINKARD: 1I'm sorry to say we're done
with our conversation for the day. We can't
engage in any more fun. No more guestions.

MR. JRAKES: Okay. I just have a few hours.

We'll read and sign.

THE COURT REPORTER: Do you want this typed
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up”?

MR. PINKARD: Please.

THE COURT REPORTER: Frank, do you want a
copy”?

MR. JAKES: I would love one, thank you
very much. And I can coordinate her review.
And 1f you'll send me the original errata sheet
and signature sheet, we'll take care of that.

(Deposition concluded at 1:58 p.m.)

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www. firstchoicereporting.com Worldwide Scheduling §00.939.0093



Carole Baskin - 6/4/2012

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Page 89

CERTIFICATE OF OATH

STATE OF FLORIDA )

COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH )

I, BEVERLY REPLOGLE, Notary Public, State of
Florida, certify that CAROLE BASKIN personally appeared%

before me on June 4, 2012 and was duly sworn.

WITNESS my hand and official seal this date: June%

4, 2012.

‘ff::} {h Yoy
g, e A
m&‘@a{f% & Py =)z

/‘ BEVERLY REPLOGLE ¢
‘ Notary Public

State of Florida

Commission No. EE 150399
My Commission Expires: 2/25/16
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF FLORIDA )

COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH )

I, BEVERLY REPLOGLE, do hereby certify that I was
authorized to and did stenographically report the
foregoing deposition of CAROLE BASKIN; that a review of
the transcript was requested; and that the transcript,
pages 1 through 87, is a true record of my stenographic

notes,.

I further certify that I am not a relative,
employee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, nor§
am I a relative or employee of any of the parties'
attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am T

financially interested in the action.

Dated June 7, 2012.

%%Jﬁﬁﬁééékgfgf' ﬁfégi lpaiin >

/x BEVERLY REPLOGLE ¢

First Choice Reporting & Video Services

www firstchoicereporting.com Worldwide Scheduling 800.939.0093
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June 7, 2012

Frank R. Jakes, Esquire

Johnson, Pope, Bokor, Ruppel & Burns, LLP
403 East Madison Street, 4th Floor

Tampa, Florida 33602

IN RE: Big Cat Rescue Corp. vs. Big Cat Rescue
Entertainment Group, Inc., et al.

Dear Mr. Jakes:

Enclosed is the original errata page with your copy of the

transcript so CARCLE BASKIN may read and sign. Please have

her make whatever changes are necessary on the errata page

and have her sign it. Then make a copy of the errata page

for your copy of the transcript.

Please then forward a copy of the errata page to all partiesé
involved in the case. ‘

If you wish to waive the signature, please have Mrs. Baskin
sign her name on the signature line at the bottom of this
letter and forward a copy to all parties involved.

Your prompt attention to this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Beverly Replogle
First Choice Reporting & Video Services, Inc.

I do hereby waive my signature

CAROLE BASKIN

cc: Eric C. Pinkard, Esquire

First Choice Reporting & Video Services

www.firstchoicereporting.com Worldwide Scheduling 800.939.0093

~tranirally cinnad hv Ravarhs Ranlanla AN _N04_245_aa0n)



Carole Baskin - 6/4/2012

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 92
ERRATA SHEET
IN RE: BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. vs. BIG CAT RESCUE
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, INC., et al.
DEPOSITION OF: CAROLE BASKIN TAKEN: 06/04/2012

DO NOT WRITE ON THE TRANSCRIPT - ENTER CHANGES HERE

PAGE LINE CHANGE REASON

Under penalty of perjury, I declare that I have read my §
deposition and that it is true and correct subject to 1
any changes in form or substance entered here.

SIGNATURE OF DEPONENT:

DATE:

First Choice Reporting & Video Services

www firstchoicereporting.com Worldwide Scheduling 800.939.0093
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Photos by Jamile Yeronice pnless noted,

| Nikita bas flourished since her arrival, growing tall and filling out. She is very playful, often acting more like a kitten than a deadly
_predator. She joyfully gallops about her 3,000 square foot enclosure, smashing through the brush and swatting around her 60 pound toy

O B A G S S S b it

SRR e S

iE BIG CAT MATCH FOR AN ENCLOSURE FIT FOR A QUEE

Nikita, a 9 month old lioness, was found chained to the wall in a crack house during a drug bust in Tennessee. Because she had been
' conlined to a concrete floor, with nowhere soft to lay, she had huge fluid filled swellings on her elbows that took months to heal. She had

been grossly underfed and was emaciated. Her diet was limited and lacking in essential vitamins causing a plethora of health issues as
well. The authorities took her to the Nashville Zoo at Grasmere, but she had been declawed by her previous owner and could not live with
the z00's other lions who were fully clawed. She would be unable to defend herself within the pride. The zoo had to find 2 new home for
Nikita. We agreed to take her in, as well as three bobeats, in November of 2001,

¥

ball as if it weighed nothing at all. Though we wish she had the freedom she deserves, we

; re 80 happy that she survived her earlier ordeals
to enjoy the blissful days we strive to provide for her here. ; ; i

¥

s enclosure with a 3,750 square foot addition that will more than double
's most generous and sustaining donors have

We Have bip plans to improve upon Nikita
the space for this 400 pound lioness to romp. Two of the sanctuary
leaped forth to help support this expansion in a BIG way!

Lawrence and Pamela Trissel have very penerously presented the sanctuary with a $10,000 matching grant to

Zi8 Ld¥ 80 ANNOS MM IYEL 0082

PO ON I EHL
A% i VAN
. 511
GMQ LidOddNON

help raise the $19,000 necessary to supersize Nikita’s Cat-a-
tat! Any donation made to Big Cat Rescue for this project will
be matched dollar for dollar up to $10,000. This Mmo,@ match
means your donation has twice the impact!

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE 3 WAYS:
Online at hitp://nyorl.com/7915154
YOS 2ALEE 1d WA LYMAVETTD By scanning the QR Code at right with your smart phone.

; AHNTH 834001 Or you can send a check to Big Cat Rescue,
SLO e LU IO cos cniviminars 12802 Easy Street, Tampa, FL 33625 with
“Nikitas Match” i the memo section of in an enclosed note,

Bosesnbay sopaseg 9Buvy Y L Any funds raised in excess of the cost of the expansion of Nikita's

wmmwmewMMMM Car-a-tar will be divected 1o the sanctuary’s general fund in support Above: Nikita pounces after her big
i b = ww\ g ¥ 3 2. M k: & & -
supsIT Y Fiet af all of the magnificent animals that call Big Car Rescue home. vellow ball, Photo by Julie Honan
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REP. CASTOR COSPONSORS
BIG CATS AND PUBLIC SAFETY
PROTECTION ACT! THE BEST WAY

FOR YOU TO HELP STOP ABUSE
By Howard Baskin

We are delighted to anoounce that Rep. Kathy Castor,
who is the 11.S. Representative for the district ourhouse
is in, quickly signed on as a cosponsor. Rep. Castor
has been wonderfully responsive to animal welfare
issues throughout her time in Washington. The Humane
Society Legislative Fund keeps a “scorecard” showing
how many of the important
animal protection bills each
Representative and Senator has
cosponsored or voted for in each
session. We are very proud to tell
you that Rep. Castor has a 100%
record in the latest scorecard!

I you would be willing to make this effort on behalf of
the cats, I am happy to talk with you and make it easy for
you to do. Please email:

Howard Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

All Cosnonsors From

toben

. = BIf Mame:
Those of you who have been following our efforts

to stop big cat abuse through federal legislation
know that on March 1, 2012 Rep. Buck McKeon |
(R-CA) and Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-CA)
introduced the bipartisan Big Cats and Public
Salety Protection Act, HR. 4122 The bill bans
private possession and breeding of big cals,
limiting the breeding primarily to AZA zoos. This
bill is truly the only way to stop abuse of big cats
in captivity. Experience has proven emphatically
that trying to “regulate” to insure the cats are kept
i humane conditions is simply impossible.

At this writing the bill has 16
cosponsors in addition to Rep.
McKeon who introduced the
bitl:

E1%

You can track the progress in Florida
building cosponsors at;
http://capwiz.com/
bigcatrescue/issues/

bills/ and select HR. 4122

The task at hand now I8 to build momentum
for the bill by asking members of Congress 1o W
“cosponsor” the bill. Cosponsoring simply means |
that the Representative is announcing their support
for the bill in advance of the vote. Only about
s . 4%  of hills
introduced pass  in
4 given year. Often
it takes years of The single most important thing you can do if you want
building support to 10 help stop big cat abuse is ask your Representative to
get a bill passed. By cosponsor this billl Very few people actually contact their
‘adding cosponsors as Representatives, so you really can have a real impact by
_quickly as we can, we doing this. You do not have to be an “expert” on the bill.
significantly increase We have a simple fact sheet that can help, and would be
the chances that the Vety happy to give you guidance on how to do this.
bill will move forward
more quickly. ;

The Bill has been in the |
works for a wmumber. of

%@E%&%&&E%&mm&%V
see it finolly introduced! W

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Ul
Lhrarsaue

Above: Flavio demonstrates just how dangerous tgers van be
At Lefi: Reprentotive Kawvhy Casior

SAVING BIG CATS BY
CHANGING LAWS & MINDS

the day speaking to nearly 600 guests.
The presentation was on the Timeline
of the Big Cat Crisis in America and
what Big Cai Rescue has been
doing to end the suffering and abuse
of big cats, through legislative and

in the training sessions
of the conference on
Volunteering, Fawal
Adtractions: Ending the
Private Possession of
Captive Wildlife and

The Big Cats and Public Safety
Zrotection Act (HR 4122) is the most
mportant piece of legislation to ever

e introduced that will
srotect lions, ligers and
siher exolic wild cats from
yeing kept as pets and in
niserable roadside zoos.
fou always find out about
he important big cat news
irst because vyou are
e of our most valued
supporters, but we have
o get the message oul o
sthers foo.

There are mare privately

3ig Cal Rescue Founder
ind CEO Carole
jeskin presented 1o the

| owned Hgers languising in

horrible condisions across
the United States than

existin the wilds of India.

dAassachusetts Schootl of
Aaw auring thelr annual Animal Law
Jay on April 7th to a crowd of 100
itendees and then tabled the rest of

educational efforts. The
presentation was  well
received and 3 people
actually came up 1o the
podium in fears because

they could not believe
the honible conditions

that most big cats in
private hands suiter.

Because the Big Cats
and Public Safety
Protection Act is the
key bill to ending back
yard breeding and the
resulting over crowding
and nsglect, Big Cat

Rescue  has  decided fto be the
Diamond Level sponsor of the Taking
Action for Animals Conference in D.C.
this July 27-30.

We will be presenting

Winning Single Issue
Campaigns.  This s
THE conference fo
altend i vou want

{0 be surounded hy

people who love and
protect  animals and
{0 learn how you can
be the most effective
voice for animals. We
hope to see you therel

Meanwhile. visit this

link fo find out more

and send a letler in
support of the most
important bill 1o protect

big cals ever:

wﬁﬁ%ﬁmwﬁwmh@%m

cadrisk
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BIG CAT VET CARE CHALLENGES SUBDUED

Providing veterinary care to more than 100 wild cats can be challenging
s0 Big Cat Rescuers have to get creative. Our Operant Conditioning
program is crucial to providing such care in an efficient and effective
manner. Volunleers participate In this program in which the cals are
given food rewards for doing simple tasks such as approaching the side
of the enclosure, sitting or laying down, and even going into their food
lockouts (a small cage aftached to their enclosure in which they are fed)
and allowing a door to be shut confining them in the lockout. The latier
of these tasks has been exiremely heipful to our veterinarians Dr. Wynn

and Dr. Boorstein with their tasks of drawing blood and administering
vaccinations
s Dr. Wynn was able o shut Bengali
the tiger into his lockout and while

he was happily accepting a constant
_ supply of snacks from his keeper she
;,mamnmmmﬁm%%w%g@%%53wwmwm%

leg without him noticing. The blood
work wes sent 1o the lab for routine

screening. The results were great for

a tiger his age (171,

jan

To better facilitate routine vaccinations Dr. Boorstein consfructed

device called the Cat-a-comb which is basically a comb made of 2%4
that can be placed through the top of the lockout and pivoled to pin |
cat to the side of the lockout. Once pinned, vaccinations and microchi

G e obd . can be given and flea freatment can be applied. Big Cat Rescuers w
. surprised at how calm the cats were guring this process and because
shled [oye she played \

2y i

- - o . this the vel team is even able t riorm a basic physical exam.
with Sic things save Modn Jerios She had never this the vel team is even able to perform a basic @fﬁamm @xmm‘w

£njoyed before, |

o

&
[ T

@
e
=5

2
Last sy

The Cabta-comb has proven to be an exiraordinary and siress free
alternative to netting or sedating the cats for this routine veterinary care.

The only downside to the new contraption is its weight. Constructed of
wood, the Cat-a-comb weighs nearly 70 pounds!

Abive: Operans conditioning with o tiger, Dv. Boorstein, Jamie Veronica and Gale Ingham
tive the Cat-aecomb to perform a phvsical exam and draw bloed from Flufly the serval

&

facebook.com/bigcatrescue
tter.com/bigcatrescue
igCatTv.com
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BE A COOL CAT THIS SUMMER!

Summer is almost

herel Have you

made plans yel?

Register now for Big

Cat Rescue’s Cool

Cat Summer Camp

and Young Adult

Expedition. Weekly

camp  sessions  run

from June 18th to

August 8th,

Kids ages 8-15 and

_young adults 16-18 can join us for one wild time this summer! This
unique opportunity comes around just once a year for future Big
Cat Rescuers o enjoy behind-the-scenes activities, having fun and
learning at the same time. Young adultsconsidering careers in
biology, conservation, or animal care will have a chance to axperience
a working sanctuary and test the water for their future pathways at our

Young }gmx Expedition,

Comments from previous campers say it all: “The first day of camp she
tatked all night not just about the fun she had, but about what she learned” and
"My child loved jt more than | ever thought he would!”

Young adulfs report: / have grown to love %m outdoors and now want to be

a conservaiion activist and major in Environmental Sciences at University of

Central Florida ...l would use the knowledge gained fo its full capacity and put
i fowards Ew\ efforfs in saving our planet!”

Camp spaces are limited, so don’t miss out! To register contact:
Willow Hecht at education@bigcatrescue.org or 813-323-3265

i

=

BIG CATRESCUE BOBCAT CARACAL COUGAR

ENRICHMENT GEOFFROY CAT

JUNGLE CAT

LEOPARD  LION & OCELOY

SANCTUARY

SERVAL  SIBERIANIYNX  SUMMER CAMP
TIGER  VOLUNTEER WILD  Answers on page 11

KIDS FOR KATS

al @k%w%éwm boy
who w% always

passion
for mﬁ%m? ‘He
wants to bec e
a m@&@%ﬂ when

he grows up and

would like to wo ko

m@wawmw&@ ;

big cats,

going on a tour of Big Cat Rescue, lan’s love for
big cats intensified. He wanted to help the cats,
and was able to raise $128 87 in donations! He
enjoyed raising the money for the sanctuary, and
the cats appreciate it very much!

Puppy Pals recently gave the gift of a new
Boomer Ball to Arthur, Andre, and Amanda,

three ticers rescued from sanctuary that had

gone bankrupt in Texas. As a special tr

group was invited to come to Big Cat Wmmmmw
for a tour and to watch as the ball was given to
the tiger trio—it was qguite the event, as Amanda
rushed up to the new toy roaring in appreciation!
Thanks, Puppy Pals!
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IN ROARING SUPPORT OF THE BIG CATS

Meet Cats Roar Magnum, The
World's First Hybrid Hemi featuring
one of the most elaborate paint
jobs to date by globally renowned
Airbrush Artist Mike Lavaliee.

Cats Roar Magnumisa mwmﬁmagmmm
2005 Dodge Magnum show car
that has been awarded First Place,

Best of Show, and Best Graphics at.

over two dozen prestigious svents

during the course of the past year.

This car wili be auctioned off in support of Big Cat Rescue during car week in
Monterey, CA August 2012 with 50% of the proceeds being very generously
donated to Big Cat Rescue in support of the magnificent animals that call the
sancluary home. hitp:/lwww.montereycarweek com/Events. html

The art work (by Mike Lavaliee of Overhauling fame) is 18 layers of House Of
Kolor Shimrin Paints with the last half aimost entirely hand painted airbrushing.
6 layers of clear tops it off and keeps it looking like art under glass. Mike Used a
few new formats and due to the spectacular nature of the car HO.K. requested
that it be submitted into their Preferred Painters Award Competition.

The orange in the nose is representative of the sunrise in Africa with the
fire, urban grungs {oil spotting), cracking, and lighting meant to call attention
to the strife and turmoil plaguing the country and the natural dangers faced
by African Wildiife. The colors fade through sunset and into the deepest of
nights as you reach the back of the car. The leopards and lions are listed by
the International Union for Conservation of Nature as Near Threalened and
Vulnerable respectively. The artwork is meant to bring attention to both Africa’s
wildlife and light of big cats around the world. Every view the car receives
brings attention to the organizations supporting these beautiful animais.

This car is over 80% fully sponsored with about $150,000 in makeover parls
and labor,

Owner/Director: John D. Callison, Artist: Mike Lavallee (Joint Design)

Everyone at Big Cat Rescue would like 1o
extend a ROAR of gratitude to the participating

Sponsors of the Cats Roar Magnum Project:

Houseofkolor - ,
CNC Ported & Polished ;
Race-Grade Cylinder Heads Labor By Gotelli
AAC/Oracle for Headlights, Foglights, and
Interior LED
‘ Pirelli Scorpion P235/65 Tires
Big Cat Rescue
DuPont Registry
Cougars of Florida (calendar)
Diablo Morpheus Wheels
Mothers Car Care Products and
Support
Spectre Air Filter
Lifetime Oil Filter
Safelite Aulo Glass

QuietRide Solutions

Eleven Eleven Walches
Photoshootmycarcom
Stevens Creek Dodge

Drz HH2 Hydrogen
Conversions/Boost Systems
Cooks Upholsiery
REDWOOD CITY

Pleass Follow us on Facebook! Just
ook up Cats Roar Magnum! ;
httpiwww.facebook.com/

CatsRoarMagnum

You may get the chance to see the Cats Roar
Magnum auctioned live during the "Mecum Auclion
Muscle Cars & More”. This lelevised event will air
on Velocity, & Discovery Communications Channel
on August 18th. Checloyour local listings.

BLIND BOBCAT HAS
PERMANENT HOME

~® %" Tommie, a female

hobcat, was rescued

earlier this  year.

She had been found

wandering in search

- of food at a mine an

hour north of  Big

Cat Rescue. - She

was emaciated and

appeared to be blind.

Tommie,  named

after her  rescuer

Cemex Manager Toramie Deaner, was seen by
Dr. Miller, a Board Certified Ophthalmologist.
Her retinas had detached resulting in her
blindness. Her condition was most likely due
to disease, but after a battery of blood tests
still no answer has been found. Tommie tested
negative for every known disease that could be
the culprit, with the exception of Lyme Disease,
which in rare cases can cause blindness. Until

sanctuary and s &
now living in a
2000 square fool
enclosure that
provides her with

a life as cloge 1o
the wild as we can
give. _

Lefi: Tommie
wnderweight when
she first arvived
Righs: Tommis in her
sutdoor enclosure

a few weeks ago, Tommie had been living in
quarantine in our onsite Cat Hospital. She has
been on series of medications with the hopes
of restoring her sight, none of which have been
successful. Otherwise Tommie is the picture
of health. She has doubled in weight since her
arrival, her coat is sleek and glossy and her
teeth are pearly white. Unfortunately because
she is blind and no treatment has worked she
will not be a candidate for release back into the
wild. She will have a permanent home at the

WIA REP. BILIRAKIS VISITS BIG CAT RESCUE

In April we were honored by a visit from U.S. Representalive Gus
Bilirakis and two of his sons, Manuel and Nicholas. They are pictured
here with Zabu the white tigress lounging in the shade behind them.

“l was impressed with my visit to the Big Cat Rescue program,
particularly with how humanely all of their animals are treated,
Bilirakis said. “The education Big Cat Rescue provides to adults and
kids alike is both informative and interesting, and itis a true treasure
for Tampa Bay.” He promised to return with his other two sons, which
we look forward to very much.

The sancluary Is
in Rep Bilirakis’
district. Based on
Ithe way Bengali
rubbed his head
against the wire in
approval, if figers
could vole, it looks
Bilirakis would
have won Bengali's
support!
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Proceeds from your mmﬂm pure xmmmm«wmmm mmww tate ﬁw me;wﬁ amwﬁ Gmﬁmmw these gift %Em gmmm@ the order form on page 10 or

visit BigCatRescue.biz to see all of our gift Hems and purchase online. 8 & H within the US as well as tax has already been
included in the prices listed here. You can also upgrade your shipping to Priority for just $3 for your entire order. For luxury

cal themed gift items visit BigCatLuxeGifis.com

2 Mg $15.84 i ios for One Kaza ,
: ; for Ong wq&é e ﬁc ﬁ% «@mﬁﬁmﬁ

Carabiner Key
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| Black Blue or Purle
| $521 each ; o
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, Big Cat Photo Key Chain Choos: muaﬁm,mw ~Leonand m i
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By m\ Z% %u‘mmm Choose mwm Leapard, Leapard, BOR Ribbon Magnet | Rotating message w/ | 2| yny, Black Leopard, Tiger, Cougars, Lioness, Lynx, Lion ; Bl 56.28
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BIG CAT RESCUE SUPPORTERS

$3,000 Conde Nast
Nominared by client
Romean & Williams {Robin
Standefor & Stephen Alesch)
32,500 Digne & Roberi #
$2.500 Christine Newsom
82 800 Community Bank
32,100 Royal Manticoran
Navy: The Official Honor
Harringion Fan Association
2,000 Arlene Braga
$2.000 Panther
Haternational, LLC
$1.950 Sole Riley Moritrimi
31,000 Justin Carpenter
31000 William Kuni
$1.000 Andrew, Juliv &
Gigi Menord
$1000 Lynn Russell
$1.000 Reberr & Joann Tod
LLO00 Mary Yang
31000 Aveda Store
Earth Fund Grant
3014 Whiskey Joes
%900 Suzanne & Alan Lucas
2900 (. %& y MeLean

%m@ Pamela Olson Koonis
$750 Rocky & Shelly Barbanica
$750 Michele Yeager
$700 Charlene Boden
$700 Joseph Flanigan
$600 Pamela Rodriguer
J600 Jason Van Parten
3543 Theresa Cooper

$500 Rich & Beth Ann Bluder
; . c $200 Paul & Susan Raybould

$500 Vicky Cole
3500 Eenneth P Gould
$500 Cassandra R, Hommond
S500 R A Hetheringron
$300 Daria Kiseliva:
3500 Dan “Tiger Claw”
Lafever
3500 Karen d. Large &
Eric Eisenberg
%500 Dwight Lowel]
4500 Lyia Messler
$500.Claire Mooers
$500 Diana Rao
$800 Richard Rose
$500 Jane Rosenthal Horvitg
$300 Beckie Tomlyn-Litten
$300 Barry Voughan
5450 Sindhu Mathew
3400 Fred & Aletg Fisher
8400 Larry §. Moore
$400 Barbara Pope
$400 Premier Legul Experts
$360 Kimberly Hastings
%350 Kirk & Alleen Duavis
3350 Derek Scont
$340 Christing Bond
$316 Skipaholic
4300 Annarosa Berman
$300 Stacie Carpenter
5300 Michelle &
Scort Chamberiin
3300 Mary Ewell
$300 Diane Freeman
8300 David Nugent
$300 Carl & Beity Schino
$300 Jason C. Sesinski
8300 Sraria Trivilino
ﬁ% m%%%%%% Hill
Ciry Cowncil
wmvm Wittiam Konopaske

3270 Laura Morenp
3250 Robert Davis
250 Assana Fard
$250:8con P o Fuhrman
dv Gruden
$230 Neil Hodge
3250 Earl McDaniel
$230 Judi Pate-Rodrigues
$250 Peter Rosenstein
$250 Helen & Bryce Samson
3230 Nancy Schnelder
$250 Joe Sokolosky
3250 Eugenia Van Bremen
$230 Parricia &
Lon Woltowicz
X230 Perer & Kathleen
Muller Family Fand
$205 Elizabeth McBroom
$201 Gloria D, Cox
3200 Rob Abrom
8200 Doug Barion
$200 Clayton Coash
8200 Rob Dolecki
3200 Jennifer Downe
$200 John & Debby Galenski
$200 Robert &
Beatrice Kostenboum

_ B200 Mark & Tanyo Kemp

00 Barbara & Ralph Kruse

 $200 Suzanne & David Long

£200 Anthony Malafronte
8208 William &
Medn Maxwell
$200 Mary Louise McEelvey
$200 Phyilis 8. Middough
$200 Ronald &
CGrale Nicodemus
$200 John Poulion

$200 Thelme & Gary Smith
3200 Gregs & Tarra Stocker
$200 Ronald &
Renee Vanghn
$200 Patricia Webber
3200 Specialized Bicycle
Components
3181 Creative Horizon Inc.
L150 Jan Ancker
$150 Alan Coleman
3150 Brandy L. Cumming
SIS0 WE & Micheliz Diss
$150 Christing Forah
350 lan dra i Fischer
3150 Fay Forman
$150 Renee Grimment
$150 Hollgee &
Gordon Hannaway
$150 Sreven &
Anne Harrison
$750 Marion Hellthaler
$150 Sam & Ivan Iverson
SI30 Rarah Jackson
$150 Roy & Libby Lauer
$150 Guy Martin
$150 Sheila & Brent Morgan
3150 Michael Neblock
5150 Anna Price
$150 Allssa Puchyr
3150 Doris Schiichier
3150 Betsy Turner
£150 Lise Williams
R150 Christle Wood
£145 Sorah Gecan
S0 Jessica L. Kirkpotrick
4140 Michele Marziono
$138 Shelley Paviovich
$125 Digna DelaCruz
$125 Nicole Murtha

$123 Joon Nodwell
$124 Recycling Center
$120 Dovid Brooks
8120 Adam Webb
3119 Calico Dragon Jewelry
$115 Jennifer Caswell
3113 Roberta &
Jeffrey Newion
3108 Melissa E-Black
$106 Fustine & Shyler Oras
$105 Kerry Gilbert
KI5 Pamie Quinp-Benmett
$105 Founa Tomlinson
3104 Susan Countryman
3100 Theodor Andresen
3100 Michael Atzmon
S100 Jane Augusi
$100 Kimberly Baxter
$100 Jacqueline Bensaid
S100 Tammy Berry
S100 Sharon &
Andy Birmi
$100 Laura Branchini
L7100 Barbara B. Bunn
F100 Anja Burse
$100 James §. Carpenrer
$100 Virginia L. Carter
$100 Nick Casciano
$100 Marie & Jomes Chase
$100 Muatthew Clarke
3100 Dennis &

- Marcia Coaldey
$I00 Laura A, Conrill
$100 Emily Craddick
$100 Edward &
Kathleen Cross
5100 Janice Cummmings
3100 Chuplene Crojfhowski
$100 Helen & Hernry Davile
3100 Lovi DeFelice
MMQQ Frank &

$100 Joe Dultey
$100 Krisia English
3700 Paula Kathieen Estes
3100 Jorge Estrada
$I00-Geoff Friske
$108 Rose Gabella
2 $100 Barbara Ganschow
F100 Connie Gee
3100 Can Giddling
$100 David Gill
$700 Kelly M. Goode
$100 Douglas Graham
$100 Timotiy A Hagood
$100 Marie & Ray Halin
3100 Larry Han
$100 Ashiey Hardison
SI00 Christopher Harlnesy
£100 Cheryl Huyes-Farrell
$100 Michael B. Heinize
%100 Kengaro Higashi
$100 Bonna Howie
$100 Ken & Wendy Huber
$100 Diana Hur
3100 Anne-Louise Hyon
$100 Luben lonomov
$100 Tobias Kebbell
3000 Jean Kernins
$100 Georpe &
Catherine Kozterodzki
$100 Janet B, Krouse
$700 Nancy & John Leclere
S100 Carple Lee
$100 Danielie Lewis
S0 R D Liddell
$100 Nicki & Pawi Lyjord
100 MacKenzie Macklin
$100 Eifriede Maclean
$100 Michael Malbran

$100 Carol & John Malone
3100 Jace Mande

$100 Francis E. McGovern
$100 Diane KR

Bradley N,\iﬁ%
S100 Margo Miller
3100 Randall Miller
$100 Henry Mirandu
S100 Mike Moses
$100 Hiroshi Myoraly
$100 Claire Nardone

SEGO M
$100 Linda O Leary
$I00 Adam Pervin
K00 Jerome Polli

SO0 Nancy &

Dl Raimondi
$100 Alice Ravm
SI00 Muark Beed

$100 Muark Reutliinger
$100 Thelmu Rodriguez
8100 Barbara Rogers
3100 Paul &

Lisa Romanowski
3100 Tedford Rose
$100 Virginia Rosen
3100 Suzanne A Rosenberg
100 Shari Sawyer
$100 Robert & Uhin Sekac
3100 Heather Seville
$100 PRIl Shell
3100 Sreven &
Cynthia Smith
$200 Rodney & Judy Snow

. $I00 Richard &
Martin Streeit Jr..
$100 Pamela Timmernan
S100 Chrystal Todd
3100 Somuirhio Tran
FIH00) Pamela Turbov
$100 Christine Turso
2100 Michelle Umbarger
3100 Roger Vanderlip
$100 Parricia M. Voight
$100 Lynne Waire
$100 Judith Walker
$100 Arnn Wallinger
3100 Pauline Ward
$100 Jennifer Waring
$100 Jennifer Wellins
$100 Sandra B, Weils
$100 Robert Wells
$100 Stephen B, Winter
$100 Guy &

Kay Woodworth
3100 Damien €, Young
3100 Jean Zegadio
$100 Body Fitness by Arls
$100 Cirris County
Fair Association
$100 HEW
Engineering, Inc,
3100 Score Suncoast
Cinelias Chaprer #1153

Big Cat Sponsorship Levels and @ﬁmmww

All kits include the following
appreciation gifts; 4-page
color fact sheet aboul the
species, Big Cat Rescue logo
window decal, Registration
Card to select the cat of

| your choice. 8x10 color
_photo of the cal you choose
to sponsor with the cal name
and vour name as %%wﬁ
printed on it.

The sponsor levels below include these w%ﬁmamm benefits
and donor recognition:

$25 BIG CAT BUDDY — KIDS SPONSORSHIF
Coloring pages featuring wild cats and 1 Kids Tour Pass.

$25 BIG CAT SUPPORTER
10% off purchases at the Trading Post gift shop.

$50 BIG CAT FRIEND
10% off m:«mmmmmw at %m ﬁm@ n@ Post gift shop and 1 mm%
Tour Pass.

$100 BIG CAT PROJTECTOR :

10% off purchases ai the Trading Post gift shop, 2 Day
Tour Passes, 30 big cat mailing labels, Donor name and
gift amount listed in the Big Cat Times and on the donor
page of bigcatrescue.org.

$250 BIG CAT CONSERVATOR

10% off purchases at the Trading Post gift shop, 4 Day
Tour Passes, 60 big cat mailing labels, Donor name and
gift amount listed in the Big Cat Times and on the donor
page of bigcalrescue.org.

$500 BIG CAT WARRIOR

Conservator Benefits above plus: 4'x4” Ceramic plaque
with big cat photo and donor name displayed at the
sanctuary, 6"x12° Engraved plaque on the tour path with
donor name displayed for one year

$1,000 BIG CAT HERO

Conservator Benefits above plus: 8’x6 Ceramic plaque
with big cat photo and donor name displayed at the

sanctuary, 9"x12” Engraved plaque on the tour path with

donor name displayed for one year, and Private Tour for up

t0 10 people

$2.500 BIG CAT ﬁmﬁgﬂwﬁz

Conservator Benefits above plus: 8'x8" mmwmﬂwm plague with
big cat photo and donor name displayed at the sanctuary,
12"%12” color plague on tour path with cat photo and donor

name displayed for one year, and E,Emw@ wamsm@w Tour for

up to 10 people. ;

$5,000 KING OF BEASTS

Conservator Benefiis above plus: 12'x12" Ceramic plaque
with big cat photo and donor name displayed at the
sanctuary, 187x24" Sign with big cat photo and donor name
displayed on the tour path for one year, Private Founder
Tour for up to 10 people.
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BIG CAT BAN IN OHIO
By Carole Baskin

| knew that | was going to be
surrounded by exctic animal owners
who make both veiled and not so
obscure threats such as, ‘before
you bring me down...you will stop
breathing!” | knew that they would be
out en masse {o object to a proposed
law that would require that they
register their wild animals and begin to
act responsibly and humanely toward
them. In April, the Senate commitiee
voted 30 to 1 for a ban on owning
big cats as pets. But rumor had it
the House might be more inclined o
perceive tigers as property rather than
a danger and | felt that it was important
o show them just how dangerous the
sonditions are where lions, tigers and
sther dangerous wild animals are kept
n backyards: :

- asked Marie Collart if she would be
wnilling to testify. Marle had a unigue
serspective that was important for the
Jecision makers to hear. Back in 2003
she had first met Joseph and Sasha
2 lions, along with 6 tigers who were

in the back yard of a Gambier, OH

woman. Seeing the lack of funding,
which was resulting in the inadequacy
of housing and vet care, Marie did what
she did best and started a non-profit
organization called the Siberian Tiger
Conservation Foundation. Her intent

was to bring in a professional board,

raise funds, and provide these big
cats with proper care. Unfortunately
Marie’s efforts were taken advantage
of by the owner, who used a lot of the
money raised for the cats for herself,
squandering the funds on plastic
surgery.

Despite the fact that Marie was
working on her largest grant writing

project of the vear, she immediately
agreed to testify on May 8th. She
showed the House members adorable
baby photos of Joseph the lion and

cotifrasted them to the full sizelion that

he had grown into by age 3. Her point
was to jllustrate how peoplse make
bad decisions to buy these predators
when they are cute and cuddly babies,
only to find themselves in danger for
their lives a few years later as the cats
mature. Marie testified as to how often
these owners had been trapped and in
fear for their lives by the lions that they
had bottle raised. She relayed a heart
thumping account of how one of their
trainers had been dragged across the
compound by his foot,

Others, including Karen Minton of
HSUS, Patty Finch the Executive
Director of the Global Federation of
Animal Sanctuaries, Cathy Cowan-
Becker and her husband, the mother
of a young man who was mauled to
death at an Ohio compound by a bear,
and the Sheriff who was in charge
during the catastrophe in Zanesville
gave excellent testimony as fo why this
bill is so necessary and =0 long over

due. My wmmm%%w was accompanied
by 11 pages of photos; many from
Ohio, of the conditions where lions,
tigers and other wild cats are kept in
backvards.

Animal lovers like us were, by far,
the minority at the hearings, which
ran for 3 days straight Howsver the
compelling testimony and example
after example of inadequate living
conditions and horrifving incidents
state wide will surely persuade the
House to support this ban on the trade
of big cats, bears, giant pythons and
other dangerous wild animals,

atay tuned to see how the House
votes. Check out Catlaws.com fo see
how you can help the big cats too.

Left and Above: Joseph lion, end Sirba
& Nikita tigers in Ohio back yard prior i
being rescued by Big Cat Rescue in 2007

BIG DONATIONS FOR THE BIG CAT CLINIC!

Thanks to the very generous support of some wonderful
friends in the healthcare industry as well as a Big Cat

Rescue volunteer, our onsite Big Cat

better equipped than ever 1o tend to the me

Hospital is now
dical needs of

the precious animals that call Big Cat Rescue home.

Employees at St. Anthony’s and St. Joseph

Tri-Anim and our friends Dave Wagner,

helped provide a cordless/rechargeable set of
well as a Nonin 25004 Pulse Oximeter with lingual clips.

4

monttor a cat

Our very own Senior Partner volunteer Pam Rodriguez generously funded the purchase of a
Cardell BP Vet mwmﬁm Blood Pressure Monitor from Wendi Sitzmannm, Sales Representative

Brigitte Ordotiez

3

4

with Midmark Corporation.

s Baycare hospitals recently heeded the call for
medical equipmient and Literally leaped into action! Dean Waters at specialty healthcare supplier
, Brian Craig and Robyn Anderson
electric clippers and 50 replacement blades as
[ie pulse oximeteris used 1o
s heart rate and blood oxygen level while under sedation.

slosely.

PAVE THE WAY: HONOR SOMEONE SPECIAL

Engraved pathway bricks make a great
gift for the purr-son in your life who
has everything. The laser engraving
changes the brick color to create the
letters deep into the brick and will
never wear off. There are two sizes,
4x8 for a donation of $100 and 8x8

Also leaping into action in support of the cats was Mr,
Stanley G. Tangalakis, Chairman, CEO of Mercury
Medical in Clearwater, Florida and Product Specialists
Dave Mieras and Steve Tyson. Their very generous
donation of a Datascope Passport 2 Multi-parameter
monitor and a Colin Blood Pressure and Pulse Oximeter
will enable the sanctuary to provide the highest level of
care for the big cats both in the Big Cat Hospital as well
as in the field.

Everyone at Big Cat Rescue (especially the catsl)
would like to extend a HUGE ROAR of gratitude in
recognition of the generous ém@@m of mmwm@ »wmwﬁmﬁ&u
and organizations!

for a donation of $200. What a great
way to support the cals and create a
memory for yourself or someone else.
You can order on page 19, or online:

hittp:/ltiny.ccl/k8ey0

FOREVER REMEMBERED

Permanently remember a beloved pet that has
passed with an 8°x8" engraved granite plague
displayed on our memorial wall. These elegant
plagues are normally $500, but for a limited time,
untit July 31st, we are offering them at a reduced

rate of $2501 http://tinyurl.com/6tvoapv
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THE BIG CAT TIMES ORDER FORM Summer 2012 | BIG m%.m_. RESCUE TOUR T!

|ORDER DATE: Kibs TOUR
;W..G R : Tour Times: Saturday & Sunday 9 AM

piion , ﬁm% Size | Price Childrenofallagesand thelr parents canleam about
the big cats on this guided tour of the sanciuary.
This tour is given on a child’s educational level,
Reservations not required. Tour is 1o he Children
must be accompanied by an adult. Admission: 518
pet child under 10 vears 529 per child 10 vears &
older and peradult

DAY TOUR
TYour Times: Mon, Tues, Wed, Friz PM
Sat&Sun10AM G 1PN

~Guided tour of the sanctuary. Learn about the
big cats and the threats they face both in the wild
as well as in captivity. Hear their bersonal stories
of how they were rescued, Tour is.1.5 hrso No
children under 10 vears of age. Reservations are
not required. Admission: $29 per person.

FEEDING TOUR
Tour Times: Wed, Fri, 531 4:30 PM

{Resarvations Regulred)
Foliow a keeper as they feed the big cats. Observe
the big cels eating and learm shout the their
nutritional needs in captivity, Tour is 1 hr No
; children under 10 vears of age. For reservations
Day Time Fhone 4 : 813-426-5948. Admission: 555 per person.
; BlE CAY KEEPER TOUR
YES IWOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION : Tour Times: Sat & Sun 2 PM
ISPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK™ S100.00 Mwmﬁmémﬁgm mamg@mmw

Wmmﬁ%mmﬁ%pﬁmﬁw%%mwﬁ% o m ,y + shehindthe

Everiing Fhone

: ﬁmm sand food 4
me@@w&m@m PERIMETER WALL 1 . s the keepers hand out the mﬁm,wﬁsmﬁm%

i

;E%% than WW , ; \ you wﬁm&@ You will also observe operant
the bigcat
m%g Wvearsof m%
13-426-5048 frlm

WILD BEVES AT MIGHT TOUR
Tour Times: Last Friday of the month
, {Ruservations Reguired
Civ o T = PR ht Tours are E@ hest way to see
Wi . Come
Money Order vouowill be stalked and pounced at
Lay Time Fhone MastorCard mg!,w ; b e shadows! No é@ﬁ.mm,u though, all the animals

: : o be safely inthe é&%y h

Alne

Adiress

: thal’s sure 1o please! . .

Evening Fhone - ; L W m ; under 10 vears of age. For resenvations
, Ay T T w Signaturs 813-426-5948. Admission: 555 per person.
sl Mso offered- WEDDINGS,  PARTIES,

his is a gift, please make card TO: FROM: SCHOOL & SCOUT EDUCATIONAL
o o ; FIELD TRIPE, YOLUNTEER & INTERW
[Brief message to say: ; ; ; , PROGRAMS AND GIFT CERTIFICATES
; which are available for any of the tours or for
Special Comment, Request, or Guestion: a specific dollar amount.

Prives el
availobiiity
Jor olff toiws
are sihject

: 1o chanpe,
Bl Cat Rescue s 2 507 (503 non profit organization, FEID 50-3330495. Our Florids registation rumber s OH- ; Visie us online
P0G A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINEDR . Tor e most
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-HELP FLA TOLLFREE WITHIN THE current oy
STATE. REGISTRATION DOESNOT IMPLY ENDORSENMENT APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE ‘ informution,
STRIE. Big Cat Hescue doss not ullize the services of professional salicliors s0 100% of el contributions oo direclly
0 Big Cat Rescue Corm

0THE mwﬁm M&ﬁs TIMES - SUMMER 2012 - INFO@BIGCA NM%MAHN% ORG - %M,w 920.4130 - FOLLOW US AT HTTP://TWITTER COM/BIGCATRESCUE
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2012 S.AV.E. WINNERS

Congratulations to the following Big Cat Rescuers who have
been recognized this year for their outstanding commitrment
to the mission of Big Cat Rescue. In honor of this commitment
they were each presented with an award called the S AV.E.
and allotted $500 to spend

on their favorite feline

friends.
SAVE stands for

Seratch’s  Award  for

Volunteer Excellence.
Named for an outstanding

cougar named Scraich,

whose lifespan reached 30

years, the SAVE Award

recognizes one volunteer
or intern each month who

is doing an outstanding job.

y %

January - Barbara Riddle February - B

BIG CAT RESCUER DR. B
PARTICIPATES IN ACT SPAY DAY

Big Cat Rescue is

proud to support

focal spay and

neuter clinics with

our Spay and Play

Program. This

program rewards

individuals

that have their

pet spayed or o (
neutered with a free tour pass to visit the sanctuary. So

it was a natural fit to sponsor recent vet school grad Dr.

Boorstein fo participate in A.C.T.'s monthly Spay Day in

April & May. More than 70 cats were spayed on Easter

Sunday and 70 on Mother’s Day thanks to the evenis.

http://bigcatrescue.org/2011/spay-and-play

BIG CAT TRUCK GETS OVERHAULED

The Toyota

Tundra, which

Big Cat Bescue

won as part of the

100 Cars for Good

Challenge, has

been  overhauled

mnaking it the purr-

fect vehicle to transport our furey charges to the vet. An

extra tall topper was instalied on the bed with limo tinting

on the windows to keep the cats cool and provide a darkened

_space to make them feel safe. The entire bed of the truck

was insulated, to muffle tratfic noise and maintain cooler

temperatures, and then covered with washable outdoor

carpeting. The solid rear window of the cab was replaced with
a sliding panel window thatcan
be opened so cool air can pass
into the back of the truck with

| the help of two custom fans.

These modifications came al a
price tag of pearly $3,500, but
are well worth it to provide the
cats with safe and comfortable
transportation.

Spring Break.

the University of Missouri's “Alternative Spring Break

the environment, urban poverty, and helping the physica

Collectively, the Alternative Spring Breakers raised about $4000 to
cover all their expenses involved with their trip and were here for

SPRING BREAKERS TURN BIG CAT RESCUERS

The month of March is one of our busiest of the vear due lo
This year we were lucky enough to be chosen by

program.

Alternative Spring Break is a program where 12 students choose a
place to help out and make a difference, all while having fun! In the
past they have been involved with current issues like degradation of

y disabled.

University of Missouri’s “Aliorngtive Spring Breakers”

four days from early morning until late afternoon every day. They were such hard workers! Just when you'd think
they would be ready to throw in the towel for the day, they d turn to us with all smiles and say, "What's next?” They

helped in nearly every area of the sanctuary, from preparing diets, assisting with tours and even cage building. it
was such a pleasure having them here and we can’t thank them enough!

THEBIG
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: ‘ i S ; t KEEP UP TO PATE WITH ALL THE
TINY GEOFFROY CATS Mw,ﬁ ﬁmwm mm WW@ wmwmw %\mmm, ,mﬁmw : - Al Ll B e
TOMASSVE TIGERS [0 . ot rushedito the scene. o
; € he scene. 35 plenty
THEY ALL GET GREAT Dr. Wynn leaped up onto the operating ; of &m%mw
DENTAL CARE table and began chest compressions . " work in pet
while the other vets administered ¢ . practice, so
From a 3-pound Geoffroy Cat fo a reversal agents fo fry and bring him _ when Nic
500-pound tiger, our denlists do it all.  back . ‘ the Geoffroy
Dr. Peak has donaled his services and ‘ ; Cat had an
Mxm,w_ % www assistants for many vears , @ abscess
Mammmmw thank nim enough. - on |
wm& the biguei cals teeth ; cheek
ment s more spec Sially Was
. e
Animal Hospital. What made
delicate work is the Tact that Nico
size of a domeshic ce M kitten and vel Ww
st.oom/ %w vears old. Nico s very old for a |
mw @_N o mw 80 m Wa %@% mmm% Mm

During 1 Later, after successfully reviving him,

Dr. Miller said, "With that many vels
n the room, nobody gels o wm fothe
slnie

four

of Andre the |
tiger's canines - .
the very worst Only two of Andre’s canines were
thing that could  completed but temporary measures

_ happen, did  were made with his other two leeth and
happen. Andre now that he is completely recovered
the tiger died we will be rescheduling the rest of his

on the table. dental work with Dr. Peak very soon.

i

amazingly well. Due to her advanced
age Dr. Wynn wasn't sure how well or
quickly she would heal. But just a few
days later Nico was back to her old
Our primary vet, Dr , self and was ready lo go back oulside
Liz Wynn, is always to her enclosure. Nico's abscess
here to assist during . . has since completely healed and she
dentals and it just so . appears to be feeling much better.
happened that .
Miller, our eve exp Clockwise from left; Andre, Dr. ﬁmﬁm&
was here to check on gt o el
some of her pallents . ;
; performing a root canal on Andra

WARNED IN 1983 white tigers, deer, and alligators, has been clearly linked the zoo’s credibility in catering to the public’s fascination

AZA FINALLY CALLS FOR AN END with various abnormal, debilitating, and, at times, lethal, with freaks, vﬁ went unheeded unii] 2008 when AZA

o ; external and internal conditions and characteristics, which  issued a request to their members to stop breeding white

TO M,mwmu PRACTICE OF BREEDING are outlined in this paper.” This change in policy came tigers and then later in July 2011 when the AZA formally

WHITE TIGERS AND WHITE LIONS  more than 12 years after Big Cat Rescue first released Dr.  adopted that stance as policy. Conway was attacked by Bd

; Laughlin’s expose here: http:/tinyurl.com/7ymeueg Maruska of the Cincinnati Zoo and other zoos that were
In June 2011 the board of directors for the American ; profiting by
Zoological Association (AZA) formalized their 2008 Because of the inbreeding and resulting genetic defects inbreeding
ban on the breeding of white tigers, white lions or the American Zoological Association barred memberzoos  tigers  to

wﬁm aw%ﬂg by their member zoos. Their report said, from breeding white tigers, white fons and king cheetahs gy white

“Breeding practices that in a white paper adopted by the board of directors in July  coats, but

increase the physical 2011 in the end

expression of single e . Conway's
rare alleles (ie., rare It is noteworthy that the first person to speak out against the belief  was

genetic traits) through displaying of white tigers was William Conway, director | 114.104

intentional inbreeding,

of the NY Zoological Association, which later became

for example intentional known as the Bronx zoo when he said, “White mmﬁ.m 8IS L ofi: White tivers are often born with a variely of defects associated
breeding to achieve rare freaks It's not the role of a zoo to show two headed calves  with inbreeding. This tiger has magor defects in the construciions

1 h . ‘h and white tigers.” He warned AZA in 1983 of the harm to of lis face avd jaw. Above: Scan the QR code to discover the truth
COION-MOrpas  sUCh - as abous white tipers, Zabu the siger discardod by the zoo industry

12 THE BIG CAT TIMES - SUMMER 2012 = INFO@BIGCATRESCUE.ORG - 813.920.4130 - FOLLOW US AT HITP.//TWITTER COM/BIGCATRESCUE



T

EXHIB!

(8

Yt




Lo
L oover
o
he
L
e ]
Lo |
[Fe}
(98]
L
o %
iz
g
o2
g
]
[
g
s ]
[wiec)
d

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

TAMPA DIVISION
BIG CAT RESCUE CORe.,
a Florida not for profit corporation,
Plaintiff,
Vs, CABE NO.
BIG CAT RESCUE
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP,

ING., an Okishoms Coerporation,

G.W. EXOTIC MEMORIAL ANIMAL
FOUNDATION d/b/a Big Cat Heseus
Euntertainment Group, an Okishoma
Corporation, JOE SCHREIBVOGEL,
al/l/a Foe Exotic a/k/a Aarvon Alex a/l/a
Cody Ryan, individually, BETH CORLEY,
individually, and VICKY WELCH,
individnally,

Defendants.

)
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP., a Florida not-for-profit corporation, sues
Defendants, BIG CAT RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, INC., an Oklzhoma
corporation, G.W. EXOTIC MEMORIAL ANIMAL FOUNDATION d/b/a Big Cat
Rescue Entertainment Group, an Oklahoma Corporation, JOE SCHREIBVOGEL akfa
Joe Exotic sfk/a Asron Alex ak/a Cody Ryawn, individually, BETH CORLEY,
individually, and VICKY WELCH, individually, and allegss:

PARTIES
1. Plaintiff, BIG CAT RESCUE CORP. ("BCR Corp"), 18 2 not-for-profit

corporation duly organized under the laws of the sime of Fiorida which mainiains iis
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principal place of business at 12802 Easy Street, Tampa, Florida 33625. BCR Corp’s
Chief Executive Office is Carole Baskin.

2. Defendant, BIG CAT RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, INC.,
("BCR Entertainment™), is a corporation organized under the laws of the Sgate of
Oklahoma with its principal place of business at 25803 N. CR 3250, Wynnewood,
Oklahoma 73098,

3. Defendant, G.W. EXOTIC ANIMAL MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
{(“GWE™), is a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Oklahoma with its
principal place of business at 25803 N. CR 3250, Wynnewood, Oklahoma 73098%. In the
Spring of 2010, GWE filed the wade names “Big Cat Rescue Entertainment” and “The
Caroll Baskin Entertainment Group” with the Oklahoma Secretary of State.

4. Defendant VJOE SCHREIBVOGEL (“Schreibvogel”) is an individual
residing in Wynnewood, Oklahoma. At various times, Schriebvogel has enoploved the
following aliases: “Joe Exotic,” “Aarron Alex” and “Cody Ryan.” Schreibvogel is an
incorporator of both BCR Entertainment and GWE. Upon information and belief,
Schreibvogel is an officer and shareholder in, and employee of both BCR Entertainment
and GWE and all of his actions which are the subject of this lawsuit were undertaken in
his capacity as an officer and agent of BCR Entertainment and GWE.

5. Defendant BETH CORLEY (“Corley”)} is an individual who, upon
information and belief, resides in Wynnewood, Oklahoma. Corley holds a license from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture for the breeding and exhibition of exotic animals.
Upon information and belief, BCR Entcrtainment has exhibited exotic animals using

Corley’s USDA. license. Corley has been identified alternatively as “Director” and &
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“worker™ for BCR Entertainment. Corley maintains and houses her exotic animsals at
the GWE facility in Wynnewood, Oklahoma,

6. Defendant VICKY WELCH (“Welch”) is an individual who, upon
mformation and belief. resides in Wynnewood, Oklshoma. Welch is the registered
owner of the URL wwwirigersinnesdorg, BCR Entertainment wuses the
www.tigersinneed.com URL on its business cards and advertising materials,

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

7. This Court has jurisdiction under the provisions of 15 U.S.C § 1121, 28
U.8.C. 8§ 1338(a) & 1367.

8. Defendants are subject to the personal jurisdiction of this Cowrt pursuant
o the Florida Long Arm Statite, Fla. Stat. § 48.195(2010). Specifically, at all times
relevant, Defendants have continuously and regularly engaged in substantial and not
isolated business activities within the State of Florida. For example, the only telephone
number advertised for Defendant BCR Entertainment is in area code 813. The website
used and promoted by Defendant BCR Entertainment and registered to Defendant
Welch, www.tigersinneed.com, solely lists a Florida office. Additionally, Defendants are
personally subject to the jurisdiction of this Court because they have committed torticus
acts causing injury within the State of Florida by advertising, promoting, marketing and
offering the exhibition of exotic animals which infringe and violate BCR Corp's
trademark and service mark rights.

g Venue is appropriate in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 13%1{(b) &

1391(c) and in this Division pursuant 1o Loeat Rule 1.02, M.D.Fla. Local Rules,
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GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

10.  Initially formed in 1995, BCR Comp is a not for profit organization
registered with the IRS as a §501(c)(3) entity. The mission of BCR Corp is to provide
the best home they can for the animals in their care and to reduce the number of cats
that suffer the fate of abuse, abandonmment or extinction by teaching people about the
plight of the cats, both in the wild and in captivity, and how they can help through their
behavior and support of befter laws to protect the cats.

11, Since at least as early as November 2003, BCR Corp has prominently
advertised, marketed and promoted itself under the mark: BIG CAT RESCUE. Due wo
pervasive, continuous and exclusive use of the BIG CAT RESCUE mark by BCR Corp
in interstate commerce, the not for profit services offered by BCR Corp in fulfilling its
mission have come 10 be associated exclusively with BCR Corp. The BIG CAT
RESCUE mark has come o be recognized by the relevant public as identifying the
services offered by BCR Corp. Indeed, the BIG CAT RESCUE mark constitutes an
asset of significant goodwill for BCR Corp.

12.  BCRis the owner of the federally registered mark:

Reg. No. 2,918,642, While BCR Corp’s registered design mark disclaims exclusive
rights to the words: “Big Cat Rescue,” BCR Corp expressly claims rights to the words in

the design mark depicted above. BCR Corp’s registered mark is on the Principal Register
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of the United States Patent and Trademark Office, remains in full force and good
standing, and has achieved incontestable status under 15 U.8.C. § 1065.

13.  As part of its mission, BCR Corp engages in a puéﬂic awareness campaign
seeking to call attention 1o the exploitation of exotic feline anfmals such as lions and tigers,
As a divect consequence of iis public awarencss campaign, BCR Corp has incumred the ire
of those who seck to profit and reap pecuniary gain from the exploitation of such exotic
anirngls, Among the exploiters of cxotic enimals that BCR Corp has exposed io public
serufiny are Defendants GWE and Schreibvogel.

14.  Defendants GWE and Schreibvogel have been emgaged in a counter-
campaign of disinformarion, misinformation and disparagement seeking to deflect criticism
of their exploiiative conduct by atfempting to diminish the credibility and goodwilf of BCR
Corp.

15,  In early 2010, Defendants GWE and Schreibvogel conceived of a plan to
harm the credibility and goodwill of BCR Corp by causing public confusion through the
adoption of a misleading and confusing name, BIG CAT RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT, to
be utilized in the very exploitative exhibitton of exotic animals that BCR Corp seeks to
eradicate. By so doing, Defendants sought to disparage BCR Corp and dilute the goodwill
in its BIG CAT RESCUE mark and federally registered mark by 3&‘{??9% the public to

mistakenly believe that BCR Corp was engaged in thy despicable expioitaﬁgﬁmotic

amimals. Indeed, while employing one of his aliases, Joe Exofic, texE?&sg&i
boasted on Facebook.com that he “registered the Big Cat Rescue Entertajument” name so
BCR Corp “could ruin™ its goodwill “on google all by your self [sic], and it is working.”

16.  Initially, Defendant GWE sought 1o register the deceptive and confusingly
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similar BIG CAT RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT name iself in Oklghoma. Upon
information and belief, the Defendants concluded that they could create a legal buifer for
themselves by incorporating under the BIG CAT RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT name. To
effect this strategy, Defendant GWE dropped its trade name filing, although it retained its
wade name filing for “The Caroll Baskin Entertainment Group;” presumably 2 back-up
filing to allow Defendant GWE to disparage BCR Corp’s CEO in & similar fashion, if
required.

17.  Afier enlisting the ajd of Defendanre Corley and Welch, Defendants
embarked on 2 comscious plan to exploit exotic animals through commercial exhibitions
across the United States under the deceptive and confusingly similar name BIG CAT
RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT. As components of this scheme, Defendants:

a. Adopted a design depiction of the deceptive and confusingly similar BIG
CAT RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT name in a style intended to copy BCR

Corp’s federally registered design mark:

b. Utilized a phote of a snow leopard’s eyes virtually idensical to the

photograph of a snow leopard that is used as the focal point of BCR Cotp's
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website: www.bigcatrescue org.

c. Purchased a Florida itelephone number in the 813 area code and have
“Florida Office™ printed above it on marketing materials to further cause the
public 1o mistakenly belisve that Defendants’ business was the same as or
affiliated with BCR Corp.

18. Since at least October 27 2010, Defendants have conducted commercial
exhibitions of exotic animals using animals from Defendant GWE and/or Defendant Corley
at various locations under the deceptive and confusingly similar name: BIG CAT RESCUE
ENTERTAINMENT.

COUNT I

Infringement of Federally Registered Trademark

15, Paragraphs 1 through 18 are incorporated and realleged by reference,

20.  This is a suit for trademark infringement and arises under the trademark
faws of the United States, namely, Titfle 15 of the United States Code and more
particularly, 15 U.S.C. 8§ 1116-18, inclusive.

21. Defendants® use of the BIG CAT RESCUE ENTERTAINMENT mark in
advertising and promoting its exhibitions of exotic animals counstitutes the use, without the
Plaintiff/Registrant's approvsl, of a colorable imitation of Plaintiffs registered mark in
conmection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution or advertising of goods and services
in & manner likely to cause confusion or mistake, or to deceive as to the source or origin of
such goods or services,

22, Defendants® conduct has coreated and will create confusion among the

members of the relevant consuming public and will cause frreparable and immediate injury

Lk




OUL/WED 09:37 &M FAT Ha. : F.014

to Plaintiff for which Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law.
23. Plaintiff has been damaged by Defendants” infringement of its registered
mark.
24.  Defendants® conduct was willful, intentional and with fall knowledge of
BCR Corp’s superior rights,
COUNT I

False Desipnation of Origin
Under & 43(a) of the Lanham Act

25, Paragraphs 1 thmuéh 24 are incorporated and realleged by reference.

26. This is an action for false designation of origin under § 43(s) of the
Lanham Act, I5US.C_§ 1125@).

27.  BCR Corp’s marks have become uniquely associated with and identifies
BCR Corp and iﬁ services.

28.  Defendants® use of BCR Corp’s stylized BIG CAT RESCUE mark along
with the prominent snow leopard photograph and 813 area code telephone number and
“Florida Office™ printed above the phone number on marketing materials counstitutes the
vse of false designation of origin in violation of 15 U.5.C. § 1125(a).

29, Defendams’ conduct is likely to cause confusion or to cause mistake or o
deceive as to the affiliaion, connection or association of Defendants and their
exploitaiive exhibition of exotic animals with BCR Corp or as to the origin sponsorship,
or approval of Defendants® commercial activities by BCR Corp.

30. Defendants® infringing and violative conduct has cansed irreparable and
immediate injury to BCR Corp for which it has no adequate remedy at law.

31. BCR Cotp has suffered damages as a result of Defendants’ violation of 15
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U.S.C. § 1125(a).

32. Defendants’ conduct was willful, intentional and with full knowledge of
Plaintiff"s superior rights.
COUNT 3

Common Law Unfair Competition

33, Paragraphs 1 through 32 are incorporated and realleged by reference.

34, This count arises under the Floride common law of unfair competition.
Jurisdiction is pendant to Count I pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1338(b).

35, By commitling the acts herein alleged, Defendants are guilty of unfair
competition, deceplive advertising and unfair twade practices, in violation of the Florida
common law of unfair competition.

36. Defendants’ acts of unfair competition are likely to cause confusion,
deception and mistake, and have caused, and will continue to cguse, breparable and
immediate injury to BCR Corp for which it has no adequate remedy at law.

37. BCR Corp has suffered damage as & result of Defendants’ acts of unfair

competition.
38, Defendants® aets of unfair competition are in willfisl and wanton disregard
of BCR Corp’s rights.

COUNT IV

Common Law Trademark Infrinzment

39.  Paragraphs | through 38 are incorporated and realleged by reference.
40. This count arises under Florida common law trademark infringement.

Jurisdiction is pendant to Count [ pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1338(b).
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41, BCR Corp’s BIG CAT RESCUE mark is subject to common law trademark
protection.

42.  Defendants™ conduct is likely to cause confusion, deception and mistake, and
has caused, and will continue to cause, irreparable and immediate injury to BCR Corp for
which it has no adequate remedy at law.

43. BCR Corp has spffered damage as a result of Defendants’ acts of unfair
competition.

44,  Defendants’ acts of common law trademark infringement are in willful and

wanton disregard of BCR Corp’s rights.

PRAVER ASTO ALL COUNTS
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands:
a. That Defendants, their agents. servants, employees and, atforneys, and all

those persons in active concert or participation with it, be wemporarily and
thereafter, permanently enjoined and restrained from:
{1}  Using the "BIG CAT RESCUE" design mark, the phrase ¥ BIG
CAT RESCUE", or sny confusingly similar design alone or in
combination with other words as a service mark, trademark, trade name,
component or otherwise, to mark it advertise or otherwise identify
Defendants® services;
(2)  Otherwise infringing the " BIG CAT RESCUE" mark:
(3)  Unfairly competing with Plaintiff in any manner whatsoever; and
(%) Caosing likelihvod of confusion, injury to business reputation, or

dilution of the distinctiveness of Plaintiff’s mark;

14
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b. That Defendants be required 1o recall from their customers and deliver up
and destroy all devices, literature and sdvertising and other material bearing the
infringing designation:

<. That Plaintiff be awarded its damages and Defendants’® profits, and that
this award of damages and profits be trebled pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1117(a);

d. That Plaintiff be awarded a reasonable attomey's fee pursuant to 13 US.C. §

1117

e. That Plaintiff has and recover its costs in this action pursuant to 15 US.C, §

1117 and Fed. R. Civ. P. 54(d)(1);

f That Plaintiff be awarded punitive damages in excess of $1 million; and
2. That Plaintiff has such other and further relief as this courf may deem just
and proper.

BEMB FORJURY TRIAL

Plaintiff hereby demands frial by jury on all issues so triable.

/8 Frank B Jakes
Frank R. Jakes
Florida Bar No. 372226
E-Mail: FrankJ@jpfirm.com
JOHNSON, POPE, BOKOR,
RUPPEL & BURNS,LLP
P.O. Box 1100
Tampa, FL 33601-1100
TEL: (813} 225-2500
FAX: (813) 223-7118
Attorneys for Plaintff
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Word Mark BIG CAT RESCUE

Goods and IC 036. US 100 101 102. G & 8: Charitable fund raising senices. FIRST USE: 20031100, FIRSTUSE IN
Services COMMERCE: 20031100

IC 030. US 100 105. G & S: Animal rescue senices. FIRST USE: 20031100, FIRSTFUSE IN
COMMERCE: 20031100

IC 041. US 100 101 107. G & S: Entertainment sendces, namely, animal exhibitions; educational
senices, namely, providing instruction in animal consenvation and care. FIRST USE: 20031100. FIRST |
USE IN COMMERCE: 20031100

Mark

Drawing  (3) DESIGN PLUS WORDS, LETTERS, ANDYOR NUMBERS

Code

Design 03.01.03 - Cats, tigers or other targe cats; Cheetahs; Jaguars; Leopard; Lynx; Ocelots; Panther;
Search Panthers; Puma; Tigers

Code 03.01.24 - Stylized cats, dogs, wolves, foxes, bears, fions, tigers
Serial

Number 76568568

Filing Date January 7, 2004

Current

Filing Basls 1A

Criginal

tess2.uspto.gov/bin/showfield?f=docds... 1/2.



