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President’s

Report

nized as a Top Doctor in the Minneapolis/St. Paul Magazine in 2000,
2001, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2010
and 2011. Also, when she was with
the VA, she also was recognized in
2014 thru 2019. That amounts to an
amazing 14 years for Dr. Boyle. We
will miss her but also wish her the
best in her retirement.
I’ve been selected to be on the search
committee for a new Chief of our
SCI. I will keep you informed thru
our future newsletters on who will be
our next Chief.

Ken Klein

On another note, we have some big
OOD NEWS/BAD NEWS events coming up this summer. In
July is the National Veterans WheelSome of you might alchair Games which will be held in
ready know that Dr.
we will
Boyle, our SCI/D Director Portland Oregon. In August
nd
be
co-sponsoring
the
2
annual
Midwill be retiring near the end of
west
Fishing
Trip
in
Ely
MN.
Also,
March. That’s the BAD NEWS. In
we have registration forms in the oftalking with her, she said that she
will soon be enjoying her retirement fice for the Camp Ripley Turkey
hunt, Ely Fishing Trip in May,
with her husband. And that’s the
Trolling for the Troops Fishing and
GOOD NEWS.
the Deer Hunt. The PVA co-sponsors
these Camp Ripley events with other
Dr. Boyle came to the Minneapolis
VA in January of 2010. She became Veterans Service Organizations. You
can read more about these upcoming
The Director of the SCI in April of
events under not only the Sports Sec2012. Dr. Boyle has been recogtion in this newsletter but their own

G

sections. If you plan on attending,
please make sure to read those sections for further information.
I also wanted to make a brief note
asking for your help in respecting
our offices. As of late we have noticed that with both the chapter office
and the service office that when they
are busy there have been a lot of interruptions. Please be mindful that
when they are on the phone or the
door is close/locked it means that
they are busy. Please knock and they
will answer if they can but there are
times when they cannot as they are
on conference calls or meeting with
other veterans. Our service office
must follow the same HIPPA rules as
the rest of the hospital and cannot
have any veteran’s personal information discussed in the open. In the
chapter office, the open space causes
voice to seem louder than normal
and when Stephanie is on the phone
if everyone is by her desk, it makes
taking a call of one of our members
much harder then it must be. We are
trying to help every veteran to the
best of our ability and helping us
with this will allow both offices to
continue to do their job.

MNPVA Mission
The key objective of the Minnesota Paralyzed Veterans of America is to take those actions necessary to restore spinal cord
injury or diseased victims’ bodies and life potentials as closely as humanly possible to those Americans not suffering spinal
cord dysfunction. This will be accomplished by the coordinated efforts of the PVA
organization through programs to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advocate for and monitor the delivery of high quality and appropriate health care benefits and services
Assist to identify and secure veterans’ benefits and other benefits for paralyzed veterans and others as appropriate
Promote medical research to cure spinal cord dysfunction and other related problems
Educate society about the attitudinal, physical, and legal barriers that confront persons with disabilities in order to influence the removal of those barriers
Provide information and opportunities for health promotion, recreation, employment, sports, services, and camaraderie
for paralyzed veterans and others as appropriate
Cooperate with and see the support of other groups and individuals that share PVA’s objectives
Acquaint the public with the current and ongoing needs and current and past contributions of America’s veterans
Promote involvement of the public in national and local activities that support PVA’s mission
3
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s our team of Legislative and Advocacy Directors head to National PVA for Legislative
week here are some of the highlights to come
out of National in January and February.

addressing the growing issue of toxic exposures from
open air burn pits, and the lifting of limitations on some
veteran and family benefits. We will see more along this
vein in 2020.
Suicide prevention remains the top priority for commitJANUARY
tee leaders and they have asked veterans how to improve
bills that are in progress. The four leaders also signaled
With Congress starting again PVA’s 2020 Public Pol- their intent to improve services and care for women veticy Priorities for the 116th Congress – 2nd Session are:
erans. A comprehensive bill along these lines could go
before the President this year. Other toxic exposures are
Veterans must have access to high quality comprehentaking the lead this year after the passage of the Blue
sive, and veteran-centric health care as well as timely
Water Navy Act. They are looking at the exposures in
and accurate delivery of all earned benefits.
areas of the Middle East and Afghanistan, as well as other areas that Agent Orange was used.
Strengthen and Improve the VA Health Care System In addition to these priorities, the committees will also
and Service
provide oversight of VA’s unfolding MISSION Act implementation and other pressing issues facing the departProtect Access to VA’s Specialized Services
ment. The PVA government Relations team will continImprove Access to VA’s Long-Term Services
ue to work with the Veterans’ affairs Committees and
and Supports
others in Congress to ensure our legislative priorities for
Access to IVF
2020 also remain at the forefront of the minds of those
Care for Women Veterans with SCI/D
on Capitol Hill.
Strengthen VA Benefits

Accessible Voting Act of 2020 Introduced in the Senate

Benefits Improvement for Catastrophically Disabled Veterans
On Jan 16, U.S. Senators Bob Casey (D-PA) and Amy
Benefits for the Surviving Spouses of CataKlobuchar (D-MN), introduced S.3206, the Accessible
strophically Disabled Veterans
Voting Act, which would support state and local efforts
to improve voter accessibility and remove barriers to
Veterans with disabilities must have equity in access to voting.
the opportunities and freedoms available to all AmeriPVA has had a long-standing commitment to ensuring
cans to allow them to live, work, travel, and fully partic- that voting is accessible. The integrity of our democracy
ipate in society.
is based on the right to vote of all eligible voters who are
registered. Over the years PVA helped to expanded acStrengthen and Protect the Systems and Civil Rights cess to voting with the passage of the Americans with
that Support People with Disabilities
Disabilities Act (ADA). The ADA requires polling
places to be accessible to people with disabilities.
Improve Access to Air Travel for Passengers
with Disabilities
The Accessible Voting Act would:
Protect and Increase Compliance with the AmerEstablish the Office of Accessibility within
icans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
the EAC to support and oversee state efPreserve and Strengthen Financial and Health
forts to expand voter accessibility and
Security for People with Disabilities
serve as a resource for advocates and votDisaster Response and Recovery that Meets the
ers;
Needs of People with Disabilities
Provide up-to-date voting information and
resources, through accessible websites, to
Veterans’ Committees Leadership Identify 2020
ensure voters know how to register to
Goals
vote, cast an absentee ballot and find help
if their right to vote is challenged;
The leaders of the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committees recently shared their areas of focus for
2020. Last year saw the passage of legislation expanding
Agent Orange benefits, promoting suicide prevention,
Continued on Page 6
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Expand the number of options to cast a ballot
in federal elections so voters with disabilities can utilize the voting option most accessible for them;
Create a national resource center on accessible voting to conduct cultural competency
trainings for election officials and poll
workers to create truly accessible voting
systems; and
Increase grants to states to improve accessibility when registering to vote, voting by absentee ballot, and casting a ballot in person.

systems so that passengers can remain in their wheelchairs on flights. Having to transfer out of a wheelchair
makes air travel very difficult, if not impossible, for
many people with disabilities.
The National Academy of Sciences’ Transportation Research Board (TRB) is conducting this study. TRB has
organized a committee of experts to evaluate the feasibility of in-cabin wheelchair restraint systems. Them
members include: experts in aircraft interiors and safety
engineering, accessibility, wheelchair design and crashworthiness, airline operations, and other disciplines.
Committee members will evaluate the design, engineering, and safety requirements for equipping aircraft with
locking or tiedown mechanisms for non-motorized and
motorized wheelchairs used as seats. If such restraint
systems are found feasible, the committee will then assess the wheelchair restraint systems that can be used to
accommodate passengers using wheelchairs through all
phases of flight, from boarding to deplaning.

News Items of Note
DOT Releases Service Animal in Air Travel Regulations
On January 22, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) released its proposed amendments
to the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA) regulation
on transporting service animals on aircraft. Once
officially published, the public has 60 days to provide comments on the proposed changes to DOT.
The proposed rule would mean big changes for all
service animal users. Under the proposed rule,
airlines would be able to request that any passenger traveling with a service animal complete DOT
forms attesting to their service animal’s good behavior, health, and training. The recommended
changes would also allow airlines to require travelers with service animals to check-in early for
their flight. The proposed rule would also allow
airlines to prohibit transport of emotional support
animals unless the individual complies with rules
and fees for transporting pets. The proposed rules
are available here: https://
www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/202002/Service%20Animals%20-%20NPRM.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/
files/2020-02/Service%20Animals%20-%
20NPRM.pdf PVA has concerns with many parts
of the proposed rule and will provide comments
to the DOT.

In the comments, Mr. Page presented a slide show of the
various aisle chairs that are currently in service at airports throughout the country. He focused on the process
PVA members have to endure to board an airplane. Specifically, he described being the first to board, by transferring onto an aisle chair at the bottom of a sloped
jetway and relying on contract personnel to bring the
passenger into the plane for transfer to an airline seat.
The path of travel to the airline seat can cause further
injury because the aisle is too narrow and seats are too
close together. Too often the airline aisle chairs are in
disrepair and the airline personnel don’t know how to
properly assist passengers. Furthermore, passengers’
wheelchairs are stowed in the cargo hold and often damaged, mishandled, or lost as a result.
A peer-reviewed report on the panel’s findings will be
published at the conclusion of the project and submitted
to Congress. The report is expected by October 2021.
Legislation Authorizing More Than One Automobile Grant Introduced
In direct response to PVA’s advocacy, on February 6,
Representative Dan Meuser (R-PA) and Anthony Brindisi (D-NY) introduced H.R. 5761, the “Advancing Uniform Transportation Opportunities (AUTO) for Veterans
Act”, which would allow eligible veterans to receive
more than one automobile grant to purchase a vehicle.
Present law restricts veterans to one grant in their lifetime so they often bear the full cost of a replacement
vehicle as written, H.R. 5761 would authorize an eligible veteran to receive a new grant every 10 years, if they
need it.

FEBRUARY
On February 5th PVA staff presented to the members of
the Committee for the Study of Feasibility of Wheelchair Restraint Systems Passenger Aircraft about the
boarding and deplaning experience of wheelchair users.
This was the first meeting of the Committee, which was
authorized by the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018.
The Access Board’s Study has the potential to advance
access to air travel for passengers who use wheelchairs.
As directed by Congress, this project will assess the feasibility of equipping passenger planes with restraints

Continued on Page 7
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This bill’s prospects for movement in the House are favorable. The bill has bipartisan support. Also, both
members serve on the House Veterans’ Affairs Economic Subcommittee (HVAC EO), which has oversight
of the grant program.

HUD Issues Guidance on Assistance Animals and Fair
Housing Act
On January 28, the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Office of Fair Housing and
Equal Opportunity (FHEO) released Notice FHEO2020-01, sometimes referred to as the “Assistance
Proposed auto grant legislation received much focus
during a February 6 HVAC EO hearing looking at more
Animals Notice”. The Notice includes two attachthan a dozen bills. PVA’s National Legislative Director
ments. The first, “Assessing a Person’s Request to
Morgan Brown testified at the hearing and spent much
Have an animal as a Reasonable Accommodation
of his time advocating for this legislation.
Under the Fair Housing Act”, recommends a set of
best practices for complying with the Fair Housing
News Items of Note
Act when assessing a person with a disability’s accommodation requests involving animals in housing.
Aging Committee Looks at Social Security Scams
The Second attachment is “Guidance on DocumentThe senate Aging Committee held a hearing on January 29 focusing on schemes aimed at defrauding Soing an Individual’s Need for Assistance Animals in
cial Security beneficiaries. Social Security AdminHousing”. It provides guidance on information that
istration’s (SSA) toll free phone system had recently
an individual seeking a reasonable accommodation
been updated to include messaging alerting callers to
for an assistance animal may need to provide to a
be aware of scams targeting beneficiaries and what
they can do to protect themselves.
housing provider about his or her disability-related
need for the requested accommodation, including
Three key points emphasized by the Administration’s
supporting information for a health care professional.
witnesses were:
The contents of the Assistance Animal Notice do not
The government will never call out of the
blue and ask for a Social Security Number
have the force and effect of law and are not meant to
The government will never ask for payment
bind the public in any way. The documents are inby gift card or wire transfer
tended only to provide clarity to the public regarding
Social Security Numbers cannot be suspendexisting requirements under the law or agency polied.
cies. Assistance can be found at www.hud.gov

Donations
Denise & Michael Barrera Giving Fund

A heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone
who has donated in January and February
to the MNPVA. Your donations help keep
our programs running.

John & Diana Swanson Charity Fund
Kevin & Rita Hamernick Charitable Fund

Michael & Candace Toffoli Family Fund
(Through the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation)
Anne & Richard Higgins Family Fund
(Through The Minneapolis Foundation)
Medtronic Foundation Volunteer Grant Program
Delores Horton, In memory of Duane
Ameriprise Financial, Inc, United Health Group, & Cargill Employee Giving programs
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Goodbye Dr. Boyle
arch is the start of Spring and as we have always been taught the start of something new and this
year it will hold true to the SCI Center. On March 27th, we say our final goodbye to Dr. Boyle as she
retires from her position as Chief of the SCI Center and starts a new chapter in her life as a retired
person. She will be joining her husband in the adventure, where we are sure they will have lots of
fun and share some new experiences together.

Minnesota Paralyzed Veterans of America wishes her the best as she moves on with the next chapter of her life. We
know that this VA Medical Center and SCI Center were lucky to have her as a doctor and a Chief for as long as we
did. She did so much to support the veterans and the staff of the SCI Center and help to advance the research that
was done here at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center. She was recognized, as President Ken Klein, talked about
multiple times over the years as Top Doctor. Many of those while here with the SCI Center. She strived to know the
veterans and their needs even when much of her day was spent doing administrative duties. Dr. Boyle could be seen
at the SCI Center early in the morning and leaving late at night. She always had a smile for you when you said hi
and a kind word.
Dr. Boyle will surely be missed here and while it will take time for the committee to find a new Chief of the SCI
Center, know that the staff will work hard to continue in their duty to take care of the veterans. There will be an interim Chief appointed before she leaves.
Please wish Dr. Boyle well if you see her before she is gone.

New Website Up and Running

W

e have a new website! Please go check out our new updated website that is still at the same address,
www.mnpva.org . We refreshed the look and made it more mobile compatible. It will now work better
on your phones and tablets while loading faster. Everything that is important is also up front. On really nice thing about the new site besides the fresh look is that it no longer looks like we tried to jam
everything on one page!
We will be adding new pictures as we get them and also trying to stay up-to-date with events and happenings that
the Chapter is doing. If you have questions or comments, please let us know. We plan on doing more with the new
site as this new platform allows for more flexibility in what we can do with the website too. In the future we hope to
add a calendar that we can add events and while still being able to do other things.
Currently you will find our membership and associate membership forms for download on there. You can find the
Camp Ripely events and those forms on the website. We also will be putting the Midwest Fishing Event application
on the website. We also have the newsletter on the website and links to other important websites available. You can
find our donation button still on the website, our AmazonSmile banner, and our MN Bowling ramps and Kelly Leg
Bands on the website.
If you feel we need to add something or have ideas, again please contact the office and the it will be discussed with
the President and Secretary to see if it is relevant to the chapter and it’s membership.
Also check out our Facebook page. Remember we will be posting on the Facebook page while we are in Portland
for the NVWG again this year!!
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Sports & Rec

Report

Doug Eckhoff

T

he 40th annual National
Veteran Wheelchair
Games registration is
open. You have until
April 1st, 2020 to get all of your
forms in. This year it’s July 3-8 in
Portland Oregon. This year some
new events are- Disc Golf, Adaptive E-Sports, Adaptive Fitness
Competition, and an Air Gun Elite
Sniper Division. As of right now
there are 20+ people signed up for
the MN team.
The National Disabled Veterans

Winter Sports Clinic in Snowmass
CO is March 29-April 3rd, 2020.
This year there is a group of 25 veterans going from the VA Hospital,
four from SCI. As I have said in the
past, if you ever want to try skiing,
sit skiing or standing, this is the
place to go and try. They bring in
lots of adaptive instructors from all
over the US.
Camp Ripley has got all of the
forms out and online for this year’s
Disabled Turkey and Deer hunts
and Trolling for the Troops fishing
event. Go to ether their web site –
mnvetsoutdoors.org, or mnpva.org
for dates, information and forms.
Some of our own chapter events
coming up this summer areMidwest Fishing event Aug 23-29th
2020. It’s our Second annual event
in Ely MN. It’s a joint event with
MN and Iowa PVA’s. Last year
things went great, lots of fish were
caught, and everyone had a good
time. Applications and more information for this event is covered in
another part of this newsletter.
Make sure you get your applications in by May 1st.

Another second annual event is our
Trap Fun shoot at Lakeshore Conservation Club near Brainerd, MN.
July 24-26th 2020. Last Year they
had Trapshooting, Skeet, and 5station shooting for us to try. It was
a really fun day to be out shooting.
We even had a shootout between
the club and the MNPVA shooters.
We’re still working on a new place
to shoot air rifles near the VA. If
anyone knows of a place that we
could use, please let me know.
Remember the Minnesota Twins
first game is April 2nd, 2020. We
will have tickets again for members
to get. Just remember there is a policy on how they are handed out.
Make sure you let the office know
what games you want to go to, early.
As always get out and enjoy the
great MN outdoors. There are a lot
of things you can be involved in. If
there is something you want to try,
there might be someone already
doing it and can help you get started. There are lots of people who
can help you make it happen.

Helping Drive Equipment for NVWG

F

or those going to the NVWG this year, if you ticipate in the games or are going as a coach. If you
are interested in riding in the van with Doug
would like to be added to the list please contact StephaEckhoff and the equipment you need to put
nie at the MNPVA office, 612-467-2263.
your name on a list. Doug will be picking one
to two people to go with him and it will be his choice.
He would like people who are willing to help drive the
van with the trailer attached as this will be a three day
The Minnesota PVA Chapter is actively
trip out and three days back. It will be about 12 hours
seeking new members, if you know of a
for the first two days and then whatever amount of time
Veteran with a spinal cord injury or disis left on the last day. There will be early mornings for
ease, please have the Veteran contact the
leaving. You will stop for breaks and get gas; you will
Minnesota PVA Chapter office at 612-467
stop for lunch and dinner will most likely be when you
-2263 and we will be happy to provide
stop at the hotel that night. If you have more questions,
them with a Membership Application to
you can always stop in the office and talk with Stephacomplete. The membership application is
nie or Doug. This is for those that are registered to paralso on our website at mnpva.org
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Kathleen Stewart
Joshua Giese
Philip Ratzlaff
Brian Kirschbaum
Mary Duchene-Rodenkirchen
Brian Bolstad
Jeff Peterson
Richard Jost
Gregory Seiger
John Winter
George Bonfe
Robert York
Michael Lynch
Michael Hamlin
Matthew Ross
Ellsworth Lowe
Lowell Johnson
Patrick Garza
Douglas Eckhoff
Christopher Walzel
Donald Tessmer
Karla Peterson
Domingo Martinez
Ken Klein
James Leither
Wayne McMath
Robert Greskowiak
Dan Orcutt
Michael Lanning
Randy Forsman
Duane Gominsky
Matthew Butzer
Charles Willis
John Radabaugh
Lawrence Karels
Stacy Olson
William Frisby
Robert Davis
David Elcombe

March 01
March 01
March 02
March 03
March 04
March 04
March 05
March 08
March 09
March 09
March 10
March 10
March 12
March 13
March 14
March 16
March 17
March 17
March 17
March 17
March 19
March 19
March 21
March 22
March 22
March 23
March 23
March 25
March 28
March 30
April 01
April 01
April 01
April 02
April 02
April 02
April 02
April 03
April 03

Richard Johnson
Thomas Peterson
Jeffrey Freeman
Barry Borgen
Terence Emery
Eduardo Figi
Denton Pomahatch
Judy Klemm
David Iverson
Carl Beckenbach
Roger Loken
Shelley Peterson
Mark Tidd
Ambrose Cemensky
Gregg Wise
Stephen Thell
Peter Floe
Wayne Stelling
Soila Galdamez
Colton Cory
Dennis Bateman
Matthew Carlson
Wayne Bren
David Gray
Terry Turbes
David Larson
Arnold Klar
Arthur Anderson
Donald Ruotsinoja
Terri Hallis
Charles Kriesel
Rod Gutheir
Todd Christensen
Kenneth Brookins
Mark Stulz
John Geronime
Glenna Hallis
Jerome Jackson
Douglas Kleindl

April 04
April 04
April 04
April 05
April 07
April 07
April 07
April 09
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 15
April 16
April 16
April 16
April 16
April 17
April 17
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 19
April 20
April 21
April 22
April 23
April 23
April 23
April 24
April 25
April 26
April 27
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 30
April 30
April 30
April 30

John Radabaugh 1/8/20
Jeffrey Bruha 1/16/20
Mark Rahn 1/29/20
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Midwest PVA Fishing Event

The Iowa and Minnesota Chapters of Paralyzed Veterans of America are pleased to be sponsoring the 2020 Midwest PVA Fishing Event, which will be held August 23-20, 2020.
The 2020 Midwest PVA (Paralyzed Veterans of America) Fishing Event will be a wonderful recreation event. It
will provide an entire week of fishing, boating and social activities to approximately 30 paralyzed veteran heroes
and their caregivers at Veterans on the lake Resort in Ely, MN. Veterans on the Lake Resort was started for the
sole purpose of creating a recreational facility for disabled veterans to enjoy and continues to be a non-profit facility. It is nestled in the Superior National Forest adjacent to Fall Lake and has over 2,700 feet of shoreline. The
resort offers fishing from boats, pontoons and off the dock. (www.veteransonthelakeresort.org). Veterans on the
Lake Resort has approximately 25 handicapped accessible cabins which will house our attendees. There are vbottom boats for use by more mobile anglers and pontoon boats for use by all of our participants. Other fun activities include: Fish-fry, campfires, and access to the local attractions on your own time. This week provides participants with not only vital rehabilitation but gives them a sense of their identity before the injury or illness that
changed their lives. It gives the veterans the opportunity to network with other individuals with similar challenges
and share vital information and hints on "how to get by" in many cases.
Also, in attendance at the event will be 20-25 volunteers to assist with fishing, transport to and from the dock areas, guide and boat captain services, and any recreational assistance that the veterans or caregivers might need.
Fishing gear will be available for those participants who do not have equipment. All participants are encouraged
to bring their own tackle and fishing gear, including wet-weather clothing. Boats and life jackets will be provided.
If participants have their own boat or life jacket and want to bring it, we would encourage them to do so. Gas for
personal boats would be covered for fishing activities. Participants will be responsible to get their boat to and
from the resort.
The Iowa and Minnesota Chapters will make all the arrangements at the resort for lodging and meals. PVA
Members need to be aware the event is held at a resort and veterans and caregivers will room together. The Iowa
and Minnesota Chapters will make every effort to provide a safe and comfortable experience for everyone.
Participation in the Midwest PVA Fishing Event is open to all PVA members in good standing. Participation acceptance will be on a first come, first served basis. This event is offered to PVA Members and 1 adult caregiver/
family member. No additional family members can be accepted due to space. Fishing licenses are still a work in
progress, and we are working on attaining one-week licenses for all attendees.

All veterans in attendance will be members of Paralyzed Veterans of America. 2 PVA Chapters, the Iowa and
Minnesota Chapters, will be attempting to fund this August 2020 rehabilitation event. The total bill for this event
is estimated at $40,000. This would be all inclusive of lodging, meals, boat rental / gas, bait, ice, etc. A small fee
will be charged per person ($50) to ensure attendance. Each chapter will be responsible for 1/2 of this bill as part
of their operating budget. Any assistance received by each chapter from outside sources will be applied to that
local chapter's portion and will fund the participation of local chapter attendees. Donations of equipment and/or
supplies will be utilized by the entire group. 100% OF DONATIONS TO THE MIDWEST PVA FISHING
EVENT ARE UTILIZED BY THE EVENT. THERE IS A SEPARATE BANK ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED AND DESIGNATED FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF FUNDS FOR THIS EVENT. NO ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS ARE INCURRED.
Continued on Page 17
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inter is finally coming to a close and that
means summer will be here before we
know it. The Midwest Fishing Trip is set
for August this year and applications are
available NOW! If you are interested in going please
contact the office for your application. Application are a
first come, first serve basis and will need to be complete
with the deposit fee in order to be considered complete.
All application for Minnesota members will be sent to
the Minnesota Chapter where we will collect them and
then after the deadline send them to the Iowa Chapter.
We will work with the Iowa Chapter to determine cabin
assignments and all other details of the event.

where they met some great people and had a wonderful
time. With so many things to do you will wish that there
was more then a week to spend up there!
ALL APPLICATION ARE DUE MAY 1ST.
As always if you have any question please let
contact the office with any questions.

If you went last year you know that we ask for a lot of
information so that we can know ahead of times what
type of cabin you will need and the type of boat you can
be in. This will help to make the experience better for
you and your caregiver.
If you are not sure if you would like to go you can talk
to someone who has went last year. They will tell you
how much fun it was. There was fishing, food, fishing,
food, campfires, fun, and time to go to town and see
what Ely has to offer. There is the Bear and Wolf Centers, which are unique to Ely, Minnesota. There is also
beautiful scenery and sunrises. Some of the Minnesota
group even went trapshooting at the local trap club

We are asking our membership that if you moved in the last year to please contact the office
with your current address. We are asking you to do this even if you receive this newsletter.
This is to help make sure that we have current addresses for mailing out ballots to all of our
membership. AS always, if you move at any time please contact the office with your new address.
We are not connected to the VA or the PVA Service office and do not get the updated address
from them.
17
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On The Front Cover: Ken Klein bowling during the 2019 NVWG games in Louisville, KY.
Pictures on Page 17: All three pictures are from the 2019 Midwest Fishing event. First is the MNPVA group
trapshooting in Ely. Second is the sign that Veterans On the Lake had at the entrance of driveway of the resort
when our members showed up for check in for our event. Third is one of the sunny days on the lake, a group is
enjoying a day of fishing.
Picture on the Back: MNPVA bowling group at Splitrocks in Wyoming, MN. on Thursdays. This shows our
ramp bowlers along with our chair bowlers. Check out our events page if you are interested in joining them on
Thursdays. Look for an announcement for a family fun bowling day coming up in May at Splitrocks, hosted
by MNPVA.

**Reminder MNPVA NEEDS your DD214s. If you are a member of our chapter we need your DD214. This is
for a grant that we current receive and we would like to continue to receive in the future. We cannot ask Jason
or Tami for your DD214 as we do not have permission to do so. You have to have them send us one or you
have to get it from them yourself. If they do not represent you, you have to have your County Veteran Service
Officer (CVSO) get it for you or you have to bring it in yourself. This is important and we really need your
help on this. If you are unsure what we are asking for please call or stop by the chapter. If you would like to
get Twins tickets this summer, we really need to have your DD214 as this is part of the new requirement.
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VA Introduces New Direct Deposit Options for
Veterans and Beneficiaries:

P

by Tami Anderson, Senior National
Service Officer
artners with Association of Military
The VA and AMBA partnership became effective DeBanks of America

cember 20, 2019; and is there to assist Veterans who are
unbanked, or under-banked to receive the necessary serThe Department of Veterans Affairs has
partnered with the Association of Military vices and safety from a fully accredited, FDIC-protected
Banks of America (AMBA); to offer Veterans increased bank. The current participating AMBA partners are
USAA, Wells Fargo, Bank of America, Regions Bank
banking options, support and access to education to
achieve financial independence, resiliency and literacy. and Fort Sill National Bank. If you would like to enroll;
the link is www.veteransbenefitsbanking.org; which will
Currently, the Department of Veterans Affairs delivers
Veteran’s benefits via Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), provide assistance on choosing the right bank for you
and the steps to apply for an account.
Direct Express (pre-paid debit card) or paper check if
approved by the Treasury. There are approximately
There is an application process at each participating
250,000 Veterans and beneficiaries who receive their
VA benefits via a Direct Deposit pre-paid debit card or banks; and each are different. The banks participating in
this program are committed to assisting Veterans and
paper checks are mailed by the Treasury Department.
their families find the right banking services that fit their
A Veteran who does not have a traditional bank account needs. If you have any questions concerning this proand is dependent on their monthly benefits via a pre-paid gram, please contact the Department of Veterans Affairs
at 1-800-827-1000; they supervise this program. If you
debit card or paper check may be more vulnerable to
scams, theft and/or fraud. Veterans and the elderly often have questions about specific bank products or services;
times are targeted by predatory marketplace actors; try- those should be directed to that individual bank.
ing to scam them out of their money. If you are currentThe website to reach a bank is again
ly receiving a paper check and would like to receive a
www.veteransbenefitsbanking.org; and questions conDirect Express card; please contact the Department of
cerning the overall program, contact the Department of
Veterans Affairs at 1-800-827-1000 for assistance.
Veterans Affairs at 1-800-827-1000.

Membership Report
Eric “Scot” Poehler

O

ur current Membership count is:342
Service Connected: 130
Non Service Connected: 212

Associate Membership Count : 22

M
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embership forms and Associate Membership forms are available in the office
for those that are interested in becoming
members or associate members of the
Minnesota PVA.

NVWG UPDATE

M

any of you have been working hard at
getting registered for the 2020 NVWG
Portland. For those who are still thinking about going you only have until
st
April 1 to get signed up online and your paperwork to
the VA for approval. After that no one else can register.
This year there are three hotels again. Hotels will
not be open for making reservations until after April
15th. We can make a group registration again this year
for our team so that we can get a block of rooms. This
will require us to know who is going and if anyone cancels so that we can cancel rooms as needed. Rooms will
once again have a 72-hour cancellation policy, or you
must pay the one-day rate plus tax. This year the room
rate is $220.86 which comes out to $1,546.00 for the 7
days. Once again there is the $8.00 portage fee also. We
are slotted to stay at the Duniway Portland, a Hilton hotel, in downtown Portland. If you look at the map it is
across the river and two miles from the convention center. There is parking for those that are driving their personal vehicles to the hotel as their transportation, but it
will be close to $30 a day. We also want you to know
that this year they are not providing buses like they have
in the past. This year they are talking about providing
passes for the local train and bus system for those attending the games and then this is what we would use to
go back and forth to the convention center. There is still

a lot to work out, however, we have already brought up
a few questions and concerns for them. Please know that
myself, Janelle, and Sue are on the Coaches calls every
month and are making sure that we listen and ask questions that we feel will affect our athletes. If you have
any questions or concerns, please let us know so that we
can address them now before we go.
As mentioned in the Sports report, there are several new events this year and there is also a change to a
couple events. A few of the new events are Discus golf,
The Cascade Cup Adaptive Fitness Competition, and
Adaptive E-Sports. A few changes to events will be that
cycling will be a 20k unless you are a quad in the IB or
IC category. If you fall in the latter group, you can still
do a 10K if you wish. They made this change because
the course this year is on a closed racetrack that has only
slight hills on the turns, so it is basically flat. This is also the course that the Special Olympics in Portland uses
to train and compete. The other change is a Air Rifle
Sniper division. This is for those who have been really
good the last few years at the games in the Air Rifle
competition and have won the divisions for the last few
years. This will give more opportunity for others to
medal but also give more competition for those who
have been really good to compete against their own.
This year the Team Challenge is paired with
Fourth of July and will have more going on. They have
not fully told us what yet, but they have told us that they
are pairing it so that it can be a bigger party then last
year and so everyone can join in. They have also told us
that due to this they are not going to have the dinner or
any sort of event/food on the same night as the opening
ceremonies so everyone will have to figure that out on
their own. As a chapter, the Sports Director and board
will discuss this and let those that are going know if
there are any plans for opening night.
As we go, we will continue to have updates and
we will start to work with Janelle to schedule practices.
MNPVA would like to encourage anyone who signed
up for bowling to check out one of our two weekly
bowling events in Bloomington or Wyoming. Check out
the Events section of this newsletter. Please keep an eye
on your email as this is the way that we will communicate with our team with the updates as they continue to
come in.
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Events

Bowling
Wednesdays 11:00
Southtown Lanes
7941 Southtown Center
Bloomingtom, MN 55431
Phone: (952) 888-9248
Thursdays—Noon
SplitRock
5063 273rd Street
Wyoming, MN 55092
Phone: (651) 462-6000
**Bowling on weeks of Holidays
or other events will be determined
by the Volunteers that are running
the bowling.

Trap Shooting

SCI Multi-Purpose Room
Join us for pizza and information designed to help you. Topics vary from
month to month, but one thing is constant: These classes will help you tremendously!

Starting End of April/
Beginning of May
Metro Gun Club Blaine, MN—
Mondays at 10 am (Weather
Dependent)
This is a great opportunity to try
trap if you’re curious, or continue
if an old pro. If interested please
call the office: 612-467-2263 or
email:
officemnpva@gmail.com

AIR RIFLE
Air Rifle will be continuing as
soon as a new venue is found.
When this happens a notice will
be emailed to those who are interested in shooting. If you are
interested please let the office
know so we can add you to the
list.
If you have any questions, please contact the office. This event is open
to all SCI and Disabled Veterans.

If you would like to receive
updates before the newsletter is published regarding
NVWG, sport events, or other important but short notice
news, please let the office
know your email address.
The newsletter can also be
sent via email is you would
like to sign up for that.

Education & Pizza Night
@ 4:45
2nd Wednesday of Month

Wild Hockey Tickets
Wild tickets are still available

until the end of March. Please look
at the schedule for what games you
would like to go to. Only two tickets available for each game. Call the
office: 612-467-2263 or email:
officemnpva@gmail.com

Baseball Tickets
Twin’s baseball tickets are

Is your car on its last leg (or tire)?
Donate your car today and directly help paralyzed #veterans. Visit
wheelshelpingwarriors.org to
learn how!
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now available. Please look at the
schedule for what games you would
like to go to. Only two tickets available for each game. Call the office:
612-467-2263 or email: officemnpva@gmail.com Please refer
to the policy Manual regarding the
possibility of going multiple times.
If you would like to be on a call list
please let the office know
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