
Nations that are greatly 

involvedé

ɀ Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nazi Germany, Turkey, India, Nigeria, East Timor, Cuba, 

many of the former Soviet Republics, Saudi Arabia and other Muslim countries 

have contributed significantly to the quantity of these terrible murders 

ɀ Virtual genocidal martyrdom in Rwanda and Burundi in the 1990s produced 

more martyrs than at any other time period in history.

ɀ An average of 160,000 Christians are martyred yearly since 1990 according to 

Antonio Socci, an Italian journalist 



As the end -times approach

ɀ Soccialso noted that Communism and Muslim Fundamentalism are the greatest 

fuels for this persecution of Christians in the modern world.  Lately, this has 

been most severe in the Sudan.

ɀ Although this persecution is already very bad, it will get even worse after the 

Rapture for anyone who chooses to follow Jesus Christ.  However, God forbid if 

any other decision is made by those who are left behind.



The love of most people will grow 

cold

ɀ Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.  Matt. 
24:12

ɀ This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, 
falseaccusersΣ ƛƴŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΣ ŦƛŜǊŎŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘΧ

ɀ Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6 For of this 
sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 2 Tim 3:1-7



Take a moment to reflect on the 

times in which we live

ɀ If one just thinks about these statements by Jesus and Paul and then takes a 

moment to reflect on the times in which we live, I believe that it will not be 

ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ 

ɀ Abortions

ɀ Murder

ɀ Homosexuality

ɀ Sexual immorality



A Very Wicked World 

ɀ Angry, brutal people

ɀ Childhood Pornography and Prostitution

ɀ Many of the people in our world today have become hardened to sin and 

ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άlovers of pleasure, rather than lovers of 

GodΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎǘƛŦȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ 

problems.  This is what we would expect if we are living in the latter days.  Jesus 

will be coming to correct this situation soon.

ɀ



Rise of Anti -Semitism

ɀ You will be hated by all nations because of me.  Matt. 24:9

ɀ Today, Israel and the Jewish people face unparalleled hatred from other nations 

ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ άŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ 

thousands of years ago in the Scriptures.

ɀ The history of the Jews and anti-semitism

ɀ with the naming of Christianity as the state religion of Rome, some early 

Christian fathers came out against the Jewish people.  St. Augustine wrote that 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ άǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǎŜŎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾƛƭΦ 



Anti -Semitism through the Ages

ɀ The Crusades

ɀ The Muslims

ɀ Spanish Inquisition

ɀ Of Jews and Their Lies ςLuther

ɀ The Victory of Judaism over Germanismby Wilhelm Marr, postulated that Jews 

were genetically different than Germans and therefore could never be 

assimilated into the German race

ɀ Hitler



Modern Day Anti -Semitism

ɀ Consider the reaction to the world community to the situation between Israel 

and the Palestinians. 

ɀ The view of the world

ɀ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎέ

ɀ The simple fact is that the Jews are hated by many people in the world today.  

DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Iƛǎ άŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΣ ōǳǘ 

God has obviously allowed them time to see how they do without His guidance 

and help



Israel, the Messiah and the 

World

ɀLǎǊŀŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΧ

ɀ God has always said that those that bless Israel will be, in turn, blessed.  

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎǳǊǎŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΧΧΦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǳǊǎŜŘΗ 



The Kingdom Will be preached 

to entire World

ɀ And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  Matt 24:14

ɀϦ¢ǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΣ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ   Isaiah 45:22

ɀ! ōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΧ

ɀ Missionary Age



The Gospel to the World

ɀ Almost fifty percent of Africanshave become born-again Christians within the 

last century.

ɀ Indonesia

ɀ Russia now has over one hundred million Christians.  Koreanshad rejected 

Christ almost without exception as World War II began.  Now fifty percent are 

believers.  As has been pointed out in an earlier sign, Muslims are turning to 

Christ is surprisingly vast numbersin the past couple of decades.  



China

ɀ China may be the greatest example of this end-time coming to faith in Christ.  

In 1950, after over 100 years of continuous missionary intervention, there were 

only 1 million Christians in all of China.

ɀ Approximately 125,000,000 have turned their lives over to Jesus in recent 

decades.



Lausanne Statistics Task Force     

on Evangelism 

ɀ In 1430, one percent of the world was Christian

ɀ In 1790, two percent called themselves Christians

ɀ In 1940, three percent of people were Christian

ɀ In 1997, ten percent were Christian ςand it has risen even faster over the last 

decade



ɀ In other words, it took 510 years to increase from one to three percent, but only 

57 years to go from three to ten percent!  In total numbers, this may be even 

more impressive.  In 1934 there were 40 million evangelical Christians.  Today 

there are approximately 650 million!

ɀWycliffe translators have translated the Bible into 3,850 languages reaching 

ƻǾŜǊ фу҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 

virtually every human dialect in the world.  



The Amazing Growth of Christianity

ɀ The number of people becoming new Christians each day is estimated (in a 

detailed study by researchers from World Christian Encyclopedia)to be 

125,000!!!  In this past decade, there is a net gain of approximately 42,000,000 

Christians every year on this earth.  With the ever increasing rate of 

evangelization, estimates are that one billion more people will become 

Christians in the next decade.Evangelical Christianity is growing at the fastest 

rate of all.  



The Church vs. Islam

ɀ Although Islam is increasing rapidly in the world today, studies show that 

Christianity is increasing at almost twice their rate!  

ɀWhy? 

ɀ I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from 

henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.John 14:6-7

ɀ Jesus said that the end would come when His gospel message was preached 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ  



Doomsday Weapons and the 

melting of the elements

ɀ Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all 

the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the LORDis coming, For it is 

at hand: 2 A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick 

darknessΣ [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΧΧ  ! fire 

devours before them, and behind them a flame burns; The land is like the 

Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness;Surely 

nothing shall escape them.  Joel 2:1-3



A Description of the Devastation

ɀ For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of 
the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved. Matt 24:21-22

ɀ But the day of the Lordwill come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both 
the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these 
things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct 
and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat?                       2 Peter 3:10-12



Nuclear Bombs

ɀ The energy produced by a nuclear explosion is millions of times more powerful 

per gram than conventional explosives. 

ɀWhen there is a surrounding material such as air, rock, or water, the radiation 

rapidly heats it to an equilibrium temperature (i.e. the same temperature as 

within the bomb).  This causes vaporization of surrounding material resulting in 

its rapid expansion and a massive shockwave.  The effects are devastating and 

difficult to imagine.  Indeed, άǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǊǾŜƴǘ ƘŜŀǘΗέ 



Conclusion

ɀ In his address on Mount Olivet, Jesus spoke on the topic of His Second Coming.  

He told His listeners that the world would deteriorate into very perilous times 

as that day approached.  Jesus noted that many alive in those days would 

experience terrible famine, pestilence, earthquakes, and wars.  Although the 

gospel would finally be spread throughout the entire world, there would also be 

a marked increase in apostasy.  False Messiahs and False Prophets would spread 

{ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ  ¸ŜǘΣ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜ 

of Jesus.  All of these signs are here in the world today.  



Will the World End?

ɀ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛǇƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΧ  ǘƘŜƴΦΦ

ɀ Jesus will literally come on His white horse to save the world and His saints 

within it.  Those who have accepted Him as their Savior will be riding along with 

Him as He returns to the Mount of Olives on that glorious day known as His 

Second Coming! 

ɀ A word picture of the end-ǘƛƳŜǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΧ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ 

Zechariahand The Revelation of Jesus Christ.  



Biblical Eschatology

ɀ Prophecy of the end-times

ɀ This section will mainly concentrate on The Revelation of Jesus Christ

ɀ However, we shall begin with a short commentary on the Old Testament book, 

Zechariah.

ɀ9ȊŜƪƛŜƭΣ LǎŀƛŀƘΣ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΣ WƻŜƭΣ aƛŎŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΧ    ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

by Jesus



Zechariah

ɀ The prophet Zechariah lived approximately 500 years before Christ ςborn in 

Babylonia

ɀ In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD

spoken by Jeremiah, the LORDmoved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make 

a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing: "This is what 

Cyrus king of Persia says: "'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at 

Jerusalem in Judah. 3Anyone of his people among you--may his God be with 

him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, 

the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem    Ezra 1:1-3



Rebuilding The Temple 

ɀ Then Jeshuason of Jozadakand his fellow priests and Zerubbabelson of 

Shealtieland his associates began to build the altar of the God of Israel to 

sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is written in the Law of 

Moses the man of God. Ezra 3:2

ɀ The building of the Temple stops 

ɀ Haggai and Zechariah were the two prophets instrumental in exhorting the 

people to build the second Temple.  Haggai preached his first sermon on this 

subject on Aug. 29, 520 B.C.

ɀ The Temple was completed in 516 B.C. 



Zechariah

ɀ Zechariah had much to say and write concerning the future plans of God for 

Israel.

ɀ½ŜŎƘŀǊƛŀƘΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ

ɀ A question concerning fasting

ɀ Two Burdens of Zechariah

ɀ One reason for this commentary is to show just how much was shown to the 

Old Testament prophets concerning the future plans that God had for Israel

ɀ God will not abandon Israel



The Eight Visions: (Chapter 1 -6)

ɀDƻŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ½ŜŎƘŀǊƛŀƘΧ

ɀ "The LORDwas very angry with your forefathers. 3 Therefore tell the people: This 

is what the LORDAlmighty says: 'Return to me,' declares the LORDAlmighty, 

'and I will return to you,' says the LORDAlmighty    Zech 1:2-3

ɀ February 15, 519 B.C. 

ɀ¢ƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΧ



First Vision

ɀThe First Vision - The Rider on the Red Horse

ɀDuring the night I had a vision--and there before me was a man riding 
a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle trees in a ravine. 
Behind him were red, brown and white horses.    Zech 1:8 

ɀ they reported to the angel of the Lord (a theophanyof Jesus) who 
was standing among the myrtle trees, "We have gone throughout the 
earth and found the whole world at rest and in peace."    Zech 1:11

ɀ 'I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, and there my house will be rebuilt.    Zech. 1:16



ɀ It was time for God to begin His restoration of Israel.  This restoration would 

ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ½ŜŎƘŀǊƛŀƘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

return of the Messiah.



The Second Vision - Four 

Horns and Four Craftsmen

ɀ The Second Vision ςFour Horns and Four Craftsmen

ɀ Then I raised my eyes and looked, and there were four horns. 19 And I said to 

the angel who talked with me, "What are these?" So he answered me, "These 

are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem."    Zech. 1:18-19

ɀ Then the LORDshowed me four craftsmen. 21 And I said, "What are these coming 

ǘƻ ŘƻΚϦ {ƻ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ϧ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ WǳŘŀƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

craftsmenhave come to terrify them and throw down these horns of the 

nations who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter its 

people."    Zech 1:18-21




