
 

              By David Scott Nichols MD  



}I am writing this treatise on the Doctrines of 
the Bible  in an effort to present the major 
Christian beliefs that should be understood 
by all Christians.  

}What is a Christian?  
}òAll Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine , for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
17  that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.ó  
(2 Tim 3:16 - 17)  
 



}A. All doctrine must result from a study of the Word 
of God ð the Bible. (2 Tim. 3:16 - 17; Jude 1:3; Deut. 
4:2; Rev 22:18 - 19)  

}B. No doctrine may undermine the role of Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Lord in the life of a believer. (Gal. 1:8)  

}C. The doctrine should not contradict the creeds of 
the Orthodox (undivided) Christian Church. These 
would include the Apostles, Nicene, Athanasian , and 
Chalcedonian Creeds --  which speak of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit as one God (the Trinity), and of 
Jesus Christ as uniquely God and man (the 
Incarnation). These creeds expressed the faith of 
Christians when they were written almost two 
thousand years ago, and have helped to unify and 
protect Christians against heresy for centuries.  



}Creation  
}Miracles  
}Doctrine of The Trinity ð Eternal  
}Doctrine of God  
}Doctrine of God the Father  
}Doctrine of God the Son ð Jesus 
}Doctrine of the incarnation  
}Doctrine of the virgin birth  
}Doctrine of God the Holy Spirit  
}The Doctrine of Man 



}The Doctrine of Sin -  incl. Original Sin  

}Doctrine of Angels  

}Doctrine of Satan & Demons  

 



}Doctrine of Atonement  

}Doctrine of Salvation  

}Doctrine of Election  (Predestination & Eternal 
Security)  

}Doctrine of Resurrection  

}Doctrine of Regeneration (Born Again)  

 



}Doctrine of Repentance and Faith  

}Doctrine of Grace  

}Doctrine of Justification and Righteousness  

}Doctrine of Adoption  

}The Doctrine of Sanctification ð discuss good 
works as a sign of salvation  

}The Doctrine of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit  
(Being Filled with the Spirit)  

}Doctrine of Prayer  



}Doctrine of the Biblical Inspiration and 
Inerrancy  

}Doctrine of Biblical Interpretation ð Covenant 
Theology vs. Dispensationalism  

}Doctrine of the Church  

}Water Baptism  

}The Lordõs Supper 

 



}Doctrine of End Times - The Rapture and 
glorification of the body  

}Doctrine of End Times - The Second Coming  
}Doctrine of End Times - The Tribulation  
}Doctrine of End Times -  Millennial Kingdom  
}Doctrine of the Death and the Resurrection of 

the Dead  
}Doctrine of Final Judgment  
}Doctrine of Heaven  
}Doctrine of Hell  



}Doctrine of Manõs Free Will  

}Doctrine of Godõs Providential Care 



}In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth. 2 The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. (Gen: 1:1 - 2)  

}The Hebrew word used here for created  was 
òbaraó which means òcreation out of nothing.ó 
In other words, God literally created new 
matter and energy when He created our 
universe.  



}God then molded this newly created universe 
into what we see today. The word used when 
shaping the previously created matter is 
asahé which can be translated as òmadeó or 
òfashion.ó 

}God, the Bible tells us elsewhere, is eternal.  

}Plants and animals were commanded to 
appear by God and to reproduce to yield their 
own kindé not to evolve to produce different 
species over time. (Gen 1:11 - 12)  



}Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. (Gen 1:26) the LORD God 
formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living creature. (Gen 2:7)  So 
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs 
and closed up its place with flesh. 22  And the rib 
that the LORD God had taken from the man he 
made into a woman and brought her to the man. 
(Gen 2:21 - 22)  



}There is one God who has eternally existed  

}Creation was by this God and came out of 
nothing (ex nihilo)  

}Everything in the universe was created by God  

}Adam and Eve are persons of history and 
were a direct and special creation by God  

}The Genesis account in the Bible is an 
historical accounté not a myth or allegory. 

 



}Thomas Paine published a treatise called the Age 
of Reason 

}Deism -  God does not intervene in natureé He 
just lets the universe develop based solely on 
those natural laws that He introduced when He 
created the universe.  

}Famous American deists include: Thomas 
Jefferson, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, 
and Ben Franklin.  These men all believed that 
God created the universe and controlled it 
through His providential careé but, somehow 
still did not allow for Godõs intermittent use of 
blatantly  miraculous events.  



}Darwin - On the Origin of Species  in 1859 . 

} "Variation is a feature of natural populations and 
every population produces more progeny than its 
environment can manage. The consequences of 
this overproduction is that those individuals with 
the best genetic fitness for the environment will 
produce offspring that can more successfully 
compete in that environment. Thus the 
subsequent generation will have a higher 
representation of these offspring and the 
population will have evolved."   



}The evolution òband wagon.ó 

}The Scopes Trial of 1925 added fuel to this 
fire.  

}Those people that sadly drifted into atheism 
or theistic evolution were showing a major 
lack of faith in God and His Wordé and, of 
course, they were wrong.  

 



}At the beginning of the 20 th  century, many 
scientists accepted the view that we lived in 
an òoscillating universeó or a òsteady state 
universe .ó 

}Einstein published his General Theory of 
Relativity  

}Edwin Hubble ð Expanding Universe  

}Einstein finally believed in God!  



}Darwin clearly pointed out that if transitional 
organisms were not found the world would have 
to reject his whole concept of evolution by 
natural selection . 

}Harvardõs Stephen Gould, a world leading 
evolutionist, noted, òThe extreme rarity of 
transitional forms in the fossil record persists as 
the trade secret of palaeontology. The 
evolutionary trees that adorn our textbooks have 
data only at the tips and nodes of their branches 
é in any local area, a species does not arise 
gradually by the gradual transformation of its 
ancestors; it appears all at once and òfully 
formed .óõ 
 



}òIõm speaking on two subjects, evolutionism and 
creationism, and I believe itõs true to say that I 
know nothing whatever about either é One of 
the reasons I started taking this anti - evolutionary 
view, well, letõs call it non- evolutionary, was last 
year I had a sudden realisation. ôé One morning I 
woke up é and it struck me that I had been 
working on this stuff [evolution] for twenty years, 
and there was not one thing I knew about it.õ             
Dr.  Colin Patterson  

}òYes, I do know one thing. It ought not to be 
taught in high school.õó 

 

 



}The marked lack of transitional forms 
mentioned above.  

}Irreducibly Complex Systems  

}We cannot create a variation in species  

}Animal Instincts  

}Life Origin itself  

}Sadly, our liberal secular society will not allow 
the facts to be presented in the classroom  



} In conclusion, I must remind the reader that if 
ever science has a theory or idea that is obviously 
contrary to what the Bible teaches, then the Bible 
is correct and Christian scientists should use this 
biblical truth to look and see why that current 
false scientific idea is incorrect. Today, it just so 
happens that the most up to date scientific ideas 
about creation are consistent with the Bibleé yet, 
we must remember that this was not the case at 
the onset of the 20 th  century. Remember, at that 
time secular scientists had embraced 
macroevolution and many had also held to the 
idea of an oscillating, always existing universe. 
They were wrong, the Bible was correct.  



}òa less common kind of Godõs activity in 
which he arouses peopleõs awe and wonder 
and bears witness to himself. ó   

}I believe that the type of miracle that most 
people think about when the term is used 
would best be defined as Godõs intervention 
into the world to cause an event that is 
beyond the known laws of nature to produce . 

}Blatantly supernatural miracles    



}God often intervenes in nature to produce 
miraculous events, including the curing of 
diseases, but does so using more subtle 
methods . 

}Godõs providential intervention into his world.   



} God used miracles to demonstrate His power  and therefore to 
show that He was the one true God. He did this in both the 
Old and New Testaments.  

} To glorify God  
} In the New Testament, Jesus performed miracles to 

demonstrate that he was sent by God His Father and that He 
was the Son of God. Recall that Nicodemus said òwe know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do 
these signs that you do unless God is with him .ó (John 3:2) 
Many miracles were also signs  to demonstrate certain truths 
(e.g. that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God) òit came to 
pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven 
was opened, 22  And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 
shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 
which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 
pleased. ó (Luke 3:21 - 22)  

  
 



} Later on, the apostles were given the power to 
perform miracles to attest to their being sent by God 
to evangelize the world and teach the world about 
Jesus. For example, the book of Acts records many 
miracles performed by Peter (e.g. Acts 3:6 - 9 Peter 
heals a lame beggar) and Paul (he performed multiple 
healings and raising people from the dead through 
the power of God) and the other apostles (òNow many 
signs and wonders were regularly done among the 
people by the hands of the apostlesó (Acts 5:12)) . 

}Miracles bear witness to the fact that the kingdom of 
God has come and has begun to help people in a 
variety of waysé especially through healing. 

}Miracles are also used to show that some people are 
special spokespeople for God.  



}There is a difference in opinion among fine 
Christian theologians as to whether God uses 
miracles in the world today. Oddly, even 
those theologians who believe that the age of 
miracles went out with the death of the 
apostles, or soon thereafter, still typically 
believe in the power of prayer to change 
outcomes . 

}Providential Care  



}Miracles are violations of natural law  

}Natural laws are immutable (absolute and 
unalterable)  

}It is impossible to violate immutable laws  

}Therefore, miracles are impossible  

 



}Miracles would be a violation of natural law and if 
they exist are rare occurrences  

}Experience has shown mankind that natural laws are 
stable and unalterable (since he had not known 
anyone who had witnessed any miracle, that was his 
conclusion) and of regular occurrence  

} The evidence for the regular is always better than for 
the rare  

}A wise man should use this information to come to 
reasonable conclusions  

}Since no one can document that an event has 
occurred that violated natural laws, miracles must not 
exist.  

 



} The simple fact is that miracles do exist. God 
sometimes uses blatantly supernatural miracles to 
accomplish His will. Much more often, God uses his 
incredible miraculous power in a providential way ð 
working through people and things in a much more 
subtle way, but also to accomplish his overarching 
plan for our world and His people. We are told by God 
to pray, to communicate with Him every day and 
throughout each day. It is certainly appropriate to ask 
God to intervene in our lives and others to help 
accomplish those tasks that we know are in the will of 
God. Sometimes this may require God to perform a 
miracle. So be ité that is not a problem for our God. 

 

 



}Although there is only one God, he does exist in 
three persons.  

}Tertullian (A.D. 155 ð 220), first used the term 
Trinity when referencing God . 

}The Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325) concluded that 
Jesus was one and the same substance as God 
the father.  

}The essence of these three persons is the same. 
However, the Father is not the Son. The Son is 
certainly not the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not 
the Father. Each person of the Holy Trinity has a 
different role to play.  

 



}Various misconceptionsé 

}Arianism, Tritheism , Modalism  

}òlet us make man in our image, after our 
likeness .ó (Gen 1:26) Old Testament  

}òLet us go down and there confound their 
language .ó (Gen 11:7 ) 

}òDraw near to me, hear this: from the beginning I 
have not spoken in secret; from the time it came 
to be, I (God the Father)  have been there." And 
now the Lord GOD has sent me (Jesus), and his 
Spirit (Holy Spirit). (Isaiah 48:16 ) 

}And moreé..   



}The New Testament has even more examples 
than the Old Testament.  

} that òthe heavens were opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
alighting on him; and low, a voice from heaven, 
saying, ôThis is my beloved son, with whom I am 
well pleased .õó (Matt 3:16 - 17)  

}  òGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father  and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit , teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age."  (Matt 28:19 - 20)  



}The Trinity consists of one mighty God, having 
one essence. Although God is one being, he 
exists eternally in three distinct persons  

}Consubstantiality: one divine substance is shared 
completely by each member of the Trinity.  

}Perichoresis : each member of the Trinity has a 
perfectly loving interrelationship, partnership, 
and mutual dependence on one another . 

}Each member has a unique role to play in 
creation, the world and with mankind.  



}òDo you not believe that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me?... Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father in me" (John 
14:10a, 11 ). 

}Each person of the Trinity has a particular 
role to play in creation and in the subsequent 
directing of that creation. These roles 
apparently were set in eternity past and are 
not interchangeable.  

 



} In this section, I will list the many names given to God 
in the Bible and then document many very important 
attributes of God.  

}Names of God (mostly found in Old Testament ) 
}Elohim ð God (strong one) plural form of El ð refers to 
Godõs power 

}El Yon -  the most high and powerful God  
}El Olam ð everlasting God  
}El Roi ð the powerful one who sees  
}El Shaddai  ð Lord God Almighty (God gives himself 

this name in his covenant relationship with Abraham) 
ð relates to his ability to nourish and satisfy ( shaddai  
ð breasted one)  

}Adonai ð Lord, Master (Majesty)  
 
 



}Jehovah (Yahweh) (YHWH) ð self - existent one 
and God of the covenant  
¶Jireh (the Lord will provide)  
¶Nissi  (the Lord, my banner)  
¶Shalom (the Lord is peace)  
¶Sabbaoth  (the Lord of hosts)  
¶Maccaddeshem  (the Lord my sanctifier)  
¶Rohi (the Lord my shepherd)  
¶Tsidkenu  (the Lord my righteousness)  
¶Shammah  (the Lord who is present)  
¶Rapha (the Lord our healer)  
ƁAbba ð Jesus called his Father this name on occasion ð 

means Daddy or Papa  



}Immanuel  

}Advocate  

}Alpha and Omega  

}Morning Star  

}Messiah (Christ)  

}Beloved Son  

}Branch 

}Bread of Life  

}Chief Shepherd  

 



}Door  

}Wonderful  

}Counselor  

}Everlasting Father  

}Prince of Peace  

}Mighty God  

}Great High Priest  

}Good Shepherd  

}Heir of all Things  

 

 



}Holy One of God  
}Horn of Salvation  
} Jesus 
}King of Kings  
}King of the Jews  
} I Am  
} The Just One 
} Lamb of God  
} Light of the World  
} Lion of the Tribe of Judah  
}Man of Sorrows  
}Mediator  
} Lord of Lords  

 
 



}Rock 

}Chief Cornerstone  

}Root of David  

}Resurrection and Life  

}Rose of Sharon  

}Redeemer  

}The Way 

}Son of Man  

}Savior 

}Shiloh  

}Prince of Peace  

 

 

 



}Son of David  

}Son of God  

}True Vine  

}The Truth  

}Word of God  

}The Word  

}The Nazarene  

}Seed of the Woman  

 

 



}The Comforter  

}Spirit of God  

}Spirit of Christ  

}Eternal Spirit  

}Spirit of Truth  

}Spirit of Grace  

}Spirit of Glory  

 



}Spirit of Life  

}Spirit of Revelation and Wisdom  

}Spirit of Promise  

}Spirit of Adoption  

}Spirit of Holiness  

}Spirit of Faith  

 



}Dove (purity, peace)  

}Water (life)  

}Oil (indicating anointing for service)  

}A seal (of our future salvation)  

}Wind (unseen power)  

}Fire (protection, power, purifying, judgment)  

}Earnest (as in òearnest moneyó) 



}Classically, the breakdown has been to divide 
Godõs attributes into those that are 
incommunicable  (unique to God) and those that 
are communicable (has some similarity to an 
attribute of man ). 

} Incommunicable Attributes of God: God isé 

} Independent (Aseity ):  

}God needs nothing from his creation, including 
man, to be complete. He exists totally in and of 
himself. Nothing else contributed to his 
existence. This attribute is sometimes known as 
his self - existence  



}òthe God who made the world and everything 
in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in shrines made by man, nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything , since he himself gives to all men 
life and breath and everything. ó                 
(Acts 17:24 - 25)  

}It is interesting to consider the fact that the 
three distinct persons of the Trinity certainly 
provide all of the fellowship that God could or 
would ever need.  



}òI am who I am .ó (Ex. 3:14) 

}God has no potential to become anything 
other than what he has always been.  

}Logic demands that our ôcausedõ universe had 
an ôuncausedõ Creator. God has no cause for 
his existence. Obviously, this requires that he 
not be actualizedé i.e. causedé by another.   



}Simple is defined as being without parts. God 
is said to be simple , because he is not 
capable of being divided in any manner . 

}God does not have any one attribute that 
takes precedence over another . 

}òHear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one.ó (Mark 12:29)  



}Necessary: God is a Being who must exist . 

}The fact that we live in a created universe and 
some thing or someone had to create our 
universe does make it necessary that God 
exists. The universe had to come from 
someone . 

}There had to be a necessary, eternal, self -
existent being to create the universe in which 
we live. That being we call God.   



}a Being whose nonexistence is not possible  

}a Being whose existence is essential  

}a Being whose essence is to exist  

}a Being whose essence and existence are 
identical  

}òHe is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together .ó (Col 1:17) òAll things were 
made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.ó (John 1:3)  

 

 



}òGod is unchanging in his being, perfections, 
purposes, and promises, yet God does act 
and feel emotions, and he acts and feels 
differently in response to different 
situations.ó (Wayne Grudem ) 

}If God could change, this would mean he 
could get better or get worse. Of course, this 
is impossible.  

}òFor I the Lord do not change; therefore, you, 
O sons of Jacob, are not consumed .ó (Mal 3:6)  



} There are some verses that seem to say that God 
does change his mind at times.  

}òWho knows? God may turn and relent and turn from 
his fierce anger, so that we may not perish." 10  When 
God saw what they did, how they turned from their 
evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said 
he would do to them, and he did not do it .ó            
(Jonah 3:9 - 10)  

}However, situations such as these, where God 
threatens judgment, but does not decree it, are 
conditional and do not bind God to a particular 
course of action. It is analogous to a father telling a 
child that he is going to come right on into their 
room and punish them for carrying on so loudly.  



}God is eternal ð no one caused him to come 
into existence.  

}God has no beginning and God has no end. In 
fact, God sees all time equally.  

}God existed before time existed . 

}God is timeless; apparently he does not 
experience the world as a succession of 
events in time, one after the otheré to him, 
they are all timeless events. He sees the end 
from the beginning.   



}òBefore the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God .ó 
(Psalm 90:2) ò 

}ôI and the Alpha and the Omega,õ says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty .ó (Rev. 1:8)  



}God is without boundaries and beyond the 
limits of his created universe. He is not 
subject to any limitations at all. Anything he 
desires to accomplish, he can accomplish 
unless it is a logical impossibility.  

}òGreat is our Lord and mighty in power; his 
understanding has no limit .ó  (Ps 147:5 ) 

}òCan you probe the limits of the Almighty? 
They are higher than the heavens ð what can 
you do? They are deeper than the depths of 
the grave ð what can you know?ó (Job 11:7 - 8)   



}òAm I a God at hand, says the Lord, and not a 
God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret 
places so that I cannot see him? says the Lord. 
Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord .ó  
(Jer. 23:23 - 24 ) 

}òWhere shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall 
I flee from your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, 
you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are 
there! 9 If I take the wings of the morning and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10  even 
there your hand shall lead me, and your right 
hand shall hold me .ó (Ps 139:7 - 10)  

 



}God is spirit. God is not composed of matter. When 
God created the universe, he created matter and 
energy. God, however, existing throughout all 
eternity, has always been and always will be totally 
spirit . 

}òFor since the creation of the world Godõs invisible 
qualities ð his eternal power and divine nature ð have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has 
been made, so that men are without excuse  .ó        
(Rom 1:20)  

}òGod is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in 
spirit and in truth. ó (John 4:24)  

}òNow to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honor and glory forever and ever .ó               
(1 Tim 1:17)   



}God is Perfect : There is no quality that God 
lacks and there is nothing about God that 
could be improved upon . 

}òHis way is perfect.ó (Ps. 18:30 ) 

}Jesus told us that we òmust be perfect, as 
your heavenly father is perfect.ó (Matt. 5:48) 
How can we be perfect?  



}God desires the best for his creation and gives of 
himself in order to bring blessings to others. The fact 
that God gave humans free will demonstrates the fact 
that God desires a love relationship between humans 
and himself . 

}òAnyone who does not love does not know God, God 
is love .ó (1 John 4:8)  

}My favorite verse on this subject is, òFor God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten son, that 
whosoever believe it than him shall not perish but 
have everlasting life .ó  (John 3:16 ) 

}Most incredibly, he demonstrated his infinite love by 
sacrificing himself, in the person of Jesus Christ, on 
the cross.    



}The Bible tells us that God is the source of all 
that is good in the world . 

}God certainly is the only perfectly good 
òbeingó -  Jesus told us that when he said òNo 
one is good but God alone .ó (Luke 18:19 ) 

}Godõs omnipotence makes it possible for him 
to work through his providential care to make 
sure that all events in the lives of those who 
love and trust in him will eventually work 
together for good .   



}God is all - powerful and able to do anything 
he desires that is consistent with his holy will . 

}òWith God nothing will be impossible .ó           
(Luke 1:37)  

}Jesus put it another way, when he said òWith 
God all things are possible .ó (Matt. 19:26 ) 

}Sovereignty refers to the manner in which 
God wields his omnipotence over creation in 
dealing with everything within his universe. 
God is in control of all things.   



}When the Bible speaks of light concerning God it 
is speaking of spiritual light. Darkness is a 
symbol for evil. Light is a symbol for truth and 
goodness . 

} "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life."  (John 8:12) If people will follow Jesus, the 
light of the world, they will have lifeé Including 
eternal life in heaven . 

}Speaking of the final heaven, the Bible tells us 
that there will be no more night. òThey will not 
need the light of the lamp or the light of the sun, 
for the Lord God will give them light .ó (Rev 22:5)  

}   



}Majesty speaks of Godõs greatness, his 
unparalleled power and glory, and his pre -
eminent position as the one and only God of 
creation.  

}Unfortunately, rarely do people, including 
Christians, hold God, in proper awe ð and 
recognize him for the majestic and loving 
Father and Creator that he is . 

 



}òO LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 
all the earth! You have set your glory above the 
heavens.ó (Psalms 8:1)  

}òYours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for 
all that is in the heavens and in the earth is 
yours .ó (1 Chron  29:11)  

}òOut of the north comes golden splendor; God is 
clothed with awesome majesty.ó (Job 37:22)  

}òGird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one, in 
your splendor and majesty! 4 In your majesty ride 
out victoriously for the cause of truth and 
meekness and righteousness.ó (Ps. 45:4)  



}Wayne Grudem  states that God is blessed. He 
writes that òGodõs blessedness means that 
God delights fully in himself and in all that 
reflects his character.ó In other words, God is 
perfectly happy and content with his eternal 
state . 

}Paul wrote to Timothy and called God, òthe 
blessed and only Sovereign .ó (1 Tim 1:11)   



}Interestingly, the Bible says that God is a 
jealous God. At first blush, this seems like a 
bad attribute . 

}òI feel a divine jealousy for youó (2 Cor. 11:2 ) 

}God is certainly deeply committed to 
protecting his honor and his people. Of 
course, God knows that people should not be 
following false gods and committing sins. 
Therefore, he desires that worship be 
directed toward himé not false gods.  



}God always does what is right. Godõs actions are 
the standard of what is just and right. Moses 
said, òAll his ways are justice. A God of 
faithfulness and without iniquity, just and right is 
he.ó  (Deut. 32:4)  ò 

} I the Lord speaks the truth, I declare what is 
right .ó (Isa. 45:19 ) 

}òRighteousness and justice are the foundation of 
your throne; love and faithfulness go before you .ó 
(Psalms 89:14 ) 

}Since God is holy and righteous, he will not and 
cannot allow anyone who is not righteous into 
heaven.   



}God is totally set apart from all evil; he is 
separated from sin and completely devoted to 
seeking his own honor . 

}God himself is the most holy one, called the 
òHoly One of Israel .ó (Ps. 71:22)  

}Heaven is a holy place where God resides. 
Only people without the stain of sin will be 
allowed into a holy place .  



}òGod is not a God of confusion, but of peace .ó    
(1 Cor. 14:33)  

}Godõs plan for his people is to give them peace if 
they will only trust in him completely. That is the 
keyé to trust and obey. 

}òPeace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.ó 
(John 14:27)  

}Some twenty years later Paul told the people in 
the Roman church, òFor to be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.ó (Romans 8:6)  
 



}God is a God of Mercy and Grace (unmerited 
favor).  

}Christians are saved because of Godõs grace 
towards them. óall have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24  and are justified by his grace  
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25  whom God put forward as a propitiation 
by his blood, to be received by faith.ó             
(Romans 3:23 - 25)  

}òFor by grace  you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. ó (Eph 2:4 - 9)  
 



}God is also the òFather of mercies, and God of 
all comfort .ó (2 Cor. 1:3)  

}òThe LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love. 9  He 
will not always chide, nor will he keep his 
anger forever. 10  He does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. 11  For as high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him.ó 
(Psalms 103:8 - 11)  
 



}Simply put, God knows everything. This is 
well put by Elihu  in the book of Job, when he 
refers to God as the one òwho is perfect in 
knowledge .ó (Job 37:16)  

}òGod is greater than our heart, and he knows 
everything .ó (1 John 3:20 ) 

} òI am God, and there is none like me, 
10  declaring the end from the beginning and 
from ancient times things not yet done, 
saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will 
accomplish all my purpose,ó (Isaiah 46:9 - 10)  



}òAre not two sparrows sold for a penny? And 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. 30  But even the hairs of your 
head are all numbered.ó  (Matt 10:29 - 30)  

}God knows exactly what each of our lives will 
be like even before we enter into the world, 
òyour eyes beheld my unformed substance; in 
your book were written, every one of them, 
the days that were formed for me, when as 
yet there was none of them.ó (Ps. 139:16)  

 



}Given that God is omnipotent and omniscient and 
omnipresent, it is certainly a wonderful thing that he 
is also all - wise. Godõs wisdom is unlimited and 
perfect. He always makes the correct decisions and 
always gives the correct advice.  

}òWith him are wisdom and might, he has counsel and 
understanding. ó (Job 12:13)  

}òO the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and how inscrutable his ways.ó          
(Rom 11:33 ) 

}òTrust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
unto your own understanding. Acknowledge him, and 
all your ways, and he shall direct your paths. ó       
(Prov. 3:4 - 5) 
 



}Jesus said, òhe who believes in the son has 
eternal life; he who does not obey the son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests 
upon him.ó (John 3:36)  

}òthe day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, 
and the heavenly bodies will be burned up 
and dissolved, and the earth and the works 
that are done on it will be exposed.ó             
(2 Peter 3:9 - 10)  

 



}This word is defined as ôvery difficult or 
impossible to interpret or understand .õ 

}òHow unsearchable are his judgments and how 
inscrutable his ways! For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
counselor? ó (Romans 11:33 - 34 ) 

}òFor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith  the LORD. 9 For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.ó (Isaiah 55:8 - 9) 

}Why might God want to remain inscrutable 
regarding some of His actions?  How could this 
benefit us?  



}The Father has a wonderful array of unique 
attributes that should fill the reader with wonder, 
awe, respect, and tremendous love for what the 
Father has done for those who choose to love 
and follow him . 

}Godõs role as Creator and Father to Jesus. 

} If we look at God the Father as the Father of 
everything and everyone (Jesus, Holy Spirit, and 
humanity), I think we can best see his unique role 
in the Trinity. For instance, the father orders and 
regulates all things according to his eternal plan.  

 



}òBut to us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things, and we in him.ó (1 Cor. 8:6)  

}The LORD (the Father)  is gracious, and full of 
compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 
9 The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies 
are over all his works. (Psalms 145:8 - 9)  

}God the Father rules the universe sovereignly, 
òThe LORD hath prepared his throne in the 
heavens; and his kingdom ruleth  over all.ó 
(Psalms 103:19)  



} his role as Father stands out more than any other to 
differentiate from the other two members of the Trinity. As 
Creator and the person who orders and regulates all things, 
he is a Father to all mankind. òOne God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all.ó (Eph. 4:6)  

} He is the spiritual Father to all Christiansé òFor as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15  For 
ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. 16  The Spirit itself beareth  witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God .ó (Romans 8:14 - 16 ) 

} òI will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith  the Lord Almighty .ó(2 Cor 
6:17 - 18)  God the father makes that offer to all people.  



}God, the Father, predestined and elected the 
believer and he gave them to his son, Jesus 
Christ. òAll that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out. 38  For I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will 
of him that sent me. 39  And this is the 
Father's will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day .ó  
(John 6:37 - 39)  



}òFor whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 30  Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified.ó             
(Romans 8:29 - 30)  

}When Jesus returned to heaven after his 
resurrection, he asked that his Father send the 
Holy Spirit to comfort and guide those who chose 
to follow Jesus. òI will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you forever.ó (John 14:16)  



}God watches over his children: he comforts 
them, he chastens them, and, one day, he will 
glorify them. òBlessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort ; 4 Who 
comforteth  us in all our tribulation .ó             
(2 Cor 1:3 - 4)  

}òMy son, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth  he 
chasteneth éó (Heb. 12:5 - 6) 



}So, the Father treats us as his children. Of 
course, we are his children. He has a very 
special relationship with the electé those 
that will become believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Savior. Of course, he has an 
even more intimate relationship with his son, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.  

 



}The Bible makes it clear, that the Father sent the 
Son and instructed him on what to do and say (at 
least, at times).  

}òBut when the fullness of time was come, God 
sent forth his son, made of a woman .ó (Gal. 4:4 ) 

}ò For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten son, that whosoever believe it him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.ó 
(John 3:16) ò 

}òFor I have not spoken of myself; but the father, 
which sent me, he gave me a commandment, 
what I should say and what I should speak.ó  
(John 12:49)  
 



}God, the Father, honors and glorifies the Son. 
òJesus answered, if I honor myself, my honor is 
nothing: it is my father that honoreth  of me; of 
whom ye say, that he is your God .ó (John 8:54 ) 

}òThen said Jesus unto them,  when ye have lifted 
up the Son of Man, then shall ye know that I am 
he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my 
father hath taught  me, I speak these things. ó 
(John 8:28)  

}God said, òthis is my beloved son, in whom I am 
well pleased.ó (Matt. 3:17, 17:5 )  



}òhe anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, and to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. ó (Luke 4:18 - 19)  

}Finally, God offered up his son on the cross . 
òThen said Jesus unto Peter, put up thy sword 
into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it?ó (John 18:11)  

}òHe that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things.ó (Rom 8:32)  
 



}òHe raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places.ó (Eph. 1:20)   

}òWherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name.ó         
(Phil. 2:9) ò 

}And had put all things under his feet, and gave him 
to be the head over all things to the church.ó       
(Eph. 1:22)   

}òThe father loved the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand.ó (John3:35)    

}òFor the father judges no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son; and hath given him authority 
to execute judgment also because he is the Son of 
Man.ó (John 5:22,27)  
 



}God the Father had a similar relationship with 
God the Holy Spirit in the sense that the 
Father was involved in handing out certain 
tasks for the Holy Spirit. More will be said 
about this in the discussion, soon to follow, 
concerning God the Holy Spirit.  

 



}Although it is true that the Father ðSon 
relationship that took place while Jesus was in 
his incarnate form on earth had to be 
intriguingly different than it had been prior to 
that time, it is still true that they have always 
had this Father - Son relationship for all 
eternity. Jesus has always been the only 
begotten of the Father. Of course, we cannot 
forget the Holy Spirit as well. It is obvious 
that we can never completely understand the 
mysterious relationship of the Trinity.  



}Decisions of God from eternity pasté 
}The decision to create the universe and all that 

was within it was made.  
}The decision to give men and women free will, 

and therefore the ability to love, was made. This 
also allowed for the possibility of rejecting Godõs 
law (i.e. the possibility of sin ). 

}The decision was made for God the Father, one 
day in the distant future, to send his Son, Jesus, 
to earth to be born of a virgin and then to live a 
perfect life as a human being. The plan was for 
Jesus to offer up his life as a sacrifice for the sins 
of mankind.  
 



}Jesus Christ is God. The essence of Jesus is 
exactly equivalent to the essence of God the 
Father and God the Holy Spirit.  

}òIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. ó         
(John 1:1)  

}Jesus does have a different role to play, 
especially while on earth, than the other two 
persons of the Trinity. Be that as it may, he 
has all of the attributes of God that were 
listed earlier in this treatise.  
 



}The fact is that only God is capable of saving 
mankind from an eternal banishment to hell . 

}The decision was made by the Trinity to have 
the second person of the Trinity, God the 
Son, come into the world via a virgin birth at 
the appropriate point in time.  

}Jesus would come into this world as a little 
baby while still retaining his status as God.   



}God the Father and God the Holy Spirit were with 
Jesus and helping Jesus during his time on earth. 
òFor I came down from heaven, not to do my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me. ó (John 6:38)  

}This virgin birth of God into the world as a 
human is known as the Incarnation (more about 
this can be found in the next section).  

}òWho, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made himself 
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross .ó (Phil 2:6 - 8)  



}The most important role that Jesus fulfilled 
during his time on earth has to be his role as 
Savior to mankind.  

}However , Jesus also accomplished many other 
things prior to his time on earth and while he was 
here on this earth.  

}Genesis 1:1 tells us that òIn the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth .ó It would 
appear that God the Father directed the creation 
of the universe and that Jesus carried out the 
actual creation since there are very many verses 
to that effect.  



}Jesus Christ, God the Son, is seen all 
throughout the Old Testament as well.  

}There are a number of theophanies  
mentioned in the Old Testament. The 
theophany is an appearance by Christ prior to 
his incarnation in Bethlehem.  

}Often when the phrase Angel of the Lord is 
used in the Old Testament it should be 
identified with Christ himself ð not always, 
however . 

}Four examples of theophanies é  



} He was in the line of David as prophesied in the Old 
Testament. òAnd behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 
and bring forth a Son, and shalt call his name Jesus .ó  
(Luke 1:31)  

}òBut when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law .ó (Gal. 4:4)  

} Just as other humans, Jesus had a body, soul, and spirit. 
òFor in that she had poured this ointment on my body, she 
did it for my burial. ó (Matt. 26:12)   

}òMy soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death .ó   
(Matt. 26:38 ) 

} Jesus had to be a man in order to qualify to be the 
propitiation for the sins of mankind. God would and could 
only accept a òlikeó substitute to pay the penalty for a 
manõs or womanõs sins (human for human).  



}Jesus had many other characteristics of a man, 
growing and learning as he went through his life 
on earth. òAnd Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature .ó (Luke 2:52 ) 

}Although there are many times that Jesus used 
his omnipotent and omniscient powers, there 
were other times, where he demonstrated the 
limited knowledge and needs of humans. òWhere 
have you laid him? They said unto him, Lord, 
come and see. ó (John 11:34)   

}óBut of that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father.ó (Mark 13:32)  



} Jesus also demonstrated many, many other human 
characteristics. He was weary, he slept when he was 
tired, he loved, he showed compassion frequently, at 
times he was righteously angered, and at times 
grieved . 

} Jesus experienced joy, yet was troubled on occasion. 
òNow is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? 
Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause 
came by unto this hour.ó (John 12:27)  

}On the night before his crucifixion, he sweat drops as 
blood. òAnd being in an agony he prayed more 
earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground .ó (Luke 22:44)  



}Because Jesus was quite literally a perfect 
human being, without sin, his human 
attributes were outstanding. Jesus was a 
great friend to those who knew him well. He 
was always showing compassion and helping 
the sick and the hungry. òAnd when Jesus 
went forth he saw a great multitude; He was 
moved with compassion toward them, and 
healed their sick .ó (Matt. 14:14 ) 

}Many other attributesé  



}While Jesus was 100% human while on earth, 
he also was 100% God . 

}He was heralded to be God.  

}He performed many miracles.  

}He demonstrated supernatural knowledge at 
times.  

}Jesus led a perfect life.  

}Jesus died for us.  



}òI always do what is pleasing to Him (God)ó      
(John 8:29)  

}òfor he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him. ó (2 Cor. 5:21 ) 

}òfor we have not a high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
was an all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin .ó (Heb 4:15)   

}òand ye know that he was manifested to take 
away our sins; and in him is no sin. ó (1 John 3:5)  

 



}It is important to understand that most 
theologians believe that although Jesus Christ 
was able to be tempted because he was fully 
human, he was not actually able to sin 
because he was also fully God. God cannot 
sin ð he is perfect. Jesus did not give up any 
of his godlike attributes when he became God 
incarnateé instead, he just added  perfect 
humanity to his perfection as God in one 
indivisible person.  



}òHave this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped,  but made himself nothing, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, 8 he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.ó  (Phil 2:5 - 8) 

}Kenosis -  This idea states that òChrist ôemptied 
himselfõ of some of his divine attributes, such as 
omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence, 
while he was one earth as a man.ó (Grudem , 
Wayne    



}No Bible verses ever say that Jesus gave up 
any godly characteristics. He simply became a 
mané and a servant as well. 

}There is an abundance of evidence that the 
Bible is the actual Word of God ð 100% true 
and accurate. Jesus, even while on earth, was 
at all times 100% God : 

}òFor it pleased the Father that in Him all the 
fullness should dwell . (Col 1:19)  

}òSalvation is of the LORD.ó (Jonah 2:9)  



}I believe that a proper way of looking at 
Christõs limitations while on earth do not 
involve him giving up any of his godly 
attributes. However, it is pretty apparent that 
Jesus did not avail himself to all of those 
attributes at all times .  

}John McArthur puts it this way, òHe set aside 
the voluntary display of his divine attributes 
and submitted himself to the Spiritõs 
direction.ó  



}Priest: a priest had to be chosen by God, 
consecrated by God, and usually came from the 
tribe of Levi. Jesus was called by God to be a 
priest in a particularly special priestly order, the 
order of Melchizedek.  

}òAnd no one takes this honor for himself, but 
only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 So 
also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a 
high priest, but was appointed by him who said 
to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten 
you"; 6 as he says also in another place, "You are 
a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek." 
(Heb 5:4 - 6)  



}Even now, Jesus intercedes for Christians as 
our mediator ð when God looks at a Christian, 
he sees the righteousness of Christ. òThere is 
one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and man, the man Jesus Christ. ó            
(1 Tim. 2:5)  



}Jesus was definitely a prophet while on earth. A 
prophet represents God before people, and often 
foretells future events. He would let people know 
what God expects of them.  

}Moses prophesied that there would come a great 
prophet one day like himself, òThe LORD your God 
will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among you, from your brothers ñit is to him you 
shall listen.ó  (Deut  18:15)  

}Speaking of Jesus, the people said òthey glorified 
God, saying, ôA great prophet has arisen among 
us!õ and ôGod has visited his people!õ"            
(Luke 7:16)  



}òThe Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so that he can open 
the scroll and its seven seals."  (Rev 5:5)   

}"All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth.ó (Matt 28:18 - 19)  



}Jesus died for mankind  

}The Burial of Jesus  

}The Resurrection  

}The Ascension  

}Now Christ sits at the right hand of the 
Father.  

 



}Jesus has a unique role to play as the second 
person of the Trinity. He came to earth as 
incarnate God to serve as our priest, prophet, 
and our king. He is our Mediator, the Sacrificial 
Lamb, our Teacher, the model for living our lives, 
the future King during the Millennial Kingdom, 
and the future Judge of all mankind.  

} It is interesting to note, as mentioned above, that 
Jesus has been given the task of judgment in the 
end timesé òFor the father judges no man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto the son .ó (John 
5:22) Much more will be discussed on the topic 
of the Final Judgment later in this book.  
 



}One of the major doctrines of the Bible is that of 
the Incarnation of the Second Person of the 
Trinityé God the Soné Jesus. The definition of 
this word and concept was finally accepted at a 
council in the city of Chalcedon in A.D. 451.  

}Chalcedonian Definition: We, then, following the 
holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to 
confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also 
perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man , 
other reasonable [rational] soul and body; 
consubstantial [co - essential] with the father.   



} According to the Godhead, and consubstantial with us 
according to the Manhood; in all things, like unto us, 
without sin; begotten before all ages of the Father 
according to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us 
and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of God, according to the Manhood; one in the same Christ, 
Son, Lord , Only - Begotten, to be acknowledged in two 
natures, inconfusedly , unchangeably, indivisibly, 
inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means 
taken away by the union, but rather the property of each 
nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and 
one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, 
but one and the same Son,  and only begotten, God, the 
Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, as the prophets from the 
beginning [have declared] concerning him, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself has taught us, and the Creed of the 
holy fathers has been handed down to us.  
 



}Prior to this counsel, there had been more than one 
markedly incorrect view concerning the deity and 
humanity of Christ.  

}As mentioned earlier, the belief system known as 
Arianism held that Jesus was not fully God . 

}Apollinarianism  was a view that taught that Christ 
had a human body, but a mind and spirit that was the 
divine.  

}Nestorianism  was a view that somehow believed that 
Jesus was both a human person and a separate divine 
person -  suggesting that these two persons might 
possibly be arguing at any given time as to what to 
do or think . 

}Monophysitism  -  one nature only, a mixture of a 
human nature and a divine nature   



}To summarize the definition of the 
incarnation, it states that Jesus definitely has 
two distinct natures, a divine nature and the 
human nature ð in each of these natures, he 
is 100% human and 100% God. His divine 
nature or essence is exactly the same as that 
of the Father and the Holy Spirit. His human 
nature is exactly the same as our human 
nature -  except that he is without sin.  



}A recent survey found that 9% of those saying 
that they are Christians believe that Jesus was 
not born of a virgin.  

}Actually, the virgin birth of our Savior is an 
important aspect of Godõs plan for the 
salvation of his elect.  

}òNow the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: 
After His mother Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was 
found with child of the Holy Spirit.ó            
(Matt 1:18)  



} It was a fulfillment of prophecy. Old Testament 
prophecies reveal that God would enter into the 
world via a virgin birth, have no earthly father 
(therefore not be from the line of Joseph), and be 
born in Bethlehemé  

}Joseph could not be the father of the Messiahé 
òThus saith  the LORD, Write ye this man 
[Jeconiah] childless, a man that shall not prosper 
in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, 
sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any 
more in Judah.ó (Jer 22:30)  



}Mary descended from Davidõs son Nathan. There 
would be no problem for her to be in the line that 
would lead to the Messiahé and, of course, she 
was... òthe angel answered and said unto her, The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore 
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God. ó (Luke 1:35 ) 

} It was important that Jesus be God. Only God 
would be able to save mankind. However, Jesus 
had to be human as well  

 



}There are a great many of explanations as to the 
value of the virgin birth to enable Jesus to be 
born without the stain of original stain. It is 
obvious that there would be a problem if Jesus 
had been born in the normal [ Joseph+Mary ] 
fashion. òWherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.ó 
(Romans 5:12)  

}With the Holy Spirit intimately involved in the 
incarnation of Christ (and Joseph out of the 
picture), it was not a difficult matter for God to 
come into this world in an appropriate manner.  



}The Holy Spirit is an equal partner in the 
Godhead. He is just like the Father and the 
Son in that the Holy Spirit is fully God. Of 
course, he has a different role to play which 
will be discussed now . 

}Roles in salvationéNorman Geisler puts it, 
rather nicely in the following manner: òthe 
Father is the Source, the Son is the Means, 
and the Holy Spirit is the Effector of salvation 
ð it is the he who convicts, convinces, and 
converts.ó  
 



}He appeared frequently in Old Testament times 
to do the work required of him. He has had an 
even larger role since the Church came into 
existence at Pentecost.  

}First of all, it is important that the reader 
recognizes that the Holy Spirit is a full and 
complete member of the Holy Trinity ð in other 
words, he is God.  

}The Holy Spirit is omnipresent, omniscient, 
omnipotent, eternal, and possessive of all of the 
other attributes discussed earlier concerning God 



}1. Role in Creation  

}2. Role in the Scriptures  

}3. Role in ministering to Godõs people in Old 
Testament days.  

}4. Role in ministering to Godõs people since 
Pentecost.  òverily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto 
the he must be born again.ó (John 3:3 - 7)  



}The Holy Spirit makes the believer a new 
creation in Christ  

}He baptizes the believer  

}He indwells the believer  

}He seals the believer  

}He empowers/fills the believer  

 

 



}Ministry for Sinners: One additional very 
important job of the Holy Spirit is to convict 
sinners of their need of salvation.  

}òIt is expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto 
you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment .ó  (John 16:7 - 8)  



}Ministry vs. the Devil: The Holy Spirit currently limits 
some of the effects of Satan and his army of demons. 
It is true that God has allowed Satan the run of this 
planet òfor a seasonóé but, of course Satan is limited 
in what he can do:  

}òWhen the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him .ó  
(Isaiah 59:19)   

}Paul made this pretty clear in his letter to the church 
at Thessalonica. òyou know what is restraining him 
now (the Holy Spirit) so that he may be revealed in his 
time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 
work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he 
is out of the way.ó  (2 Thess. 2:6 - 7) 



} The third person of the Trinity, God the Holy Spirit, 
was tasked with the responsibility of helping Jesus 
while he was here on earth. He did so in a variety of 
ways as we shall now see . 

}  it was the Holy Spirit that enabled Jesus to come into 
this world as God Incarnate. As the angel of the Lord 
told Joseph, òthat which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Ghost .ó (Matt 1:20)   

}When Jesus appeared at the Jordan River to begin his 
ministry, the Holy Ghost came upon him to anoint 
him, òAnd Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens 
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him éó 
(Matt 3:16)  
 



}òThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me , because 
he hath anointed me  to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised,  to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lordó.  
(Luke 4:18 - 19) Jesus then told the crowd that 
Isaiah was referring to him all those years 
ago.  



}Jesus followed the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit throughout his ministry as he often 
limited his own access to his omnipotent 
powers while here on earth (as discussed 
earlier). For instance, òBut if I cast out devils 
by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 
has come unto you .ó (Matt. 12:28)  

}òAnd Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 
returned from Jordan, and was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness.ó (Luke 4:1)  



}The writer of Hebrews wrote that it was through 
the Holy Spirit that Jesus offered himself to his 
Fatheré òHow much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God?ó (Heb 9:14)   

}Let me mention just one more of the many times 
that the Holy Spirit took control in order to 
accomplish the needs of the Trinity. òBut if the 
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 
Spirit that dwelleth  in you.ó (Romans 8:11)  



}Jesus told his disciples that they needed to 
wait in Jerusalem for a little while as he was 
going to send them a Comforter soon after he 
returned to heaven. òhe ordered them not to 
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, "you 
heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now." (Acts 1:4 - 5)  



}òWhen the day of Pentecost arrived, they were 
all together in one place. 2 And suddenly 
there came from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3 And divided 
tongues as of fire appeared to them and 
rested on each one of them. 4 And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues .ó (Acts 2:1 - 4)  



}So we see that the Holy Spirit came to indwell 
the disciples, giving them great power and 
supernatural gifts. This new power allowed 
the disciples, now apostles, to begin 
spreading the gospel message and the 
Church was begun . 

}òAnd Peter said to them, "Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirité  (the first sermon of the church)  


