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Respect. Aretha Franklin's song asked
for just a little bit. Respect for those who
rush in to help us: the firefighters, EMTs
and policemen. Respect for our Constitu-
tion, the cornerstone of our republic, defin-
ing our rights and responsibilities as
Americans. Respect for our flag, the thir-
teen stripes symbolizing the federation of
independent states and the stars for those
who joined the union. Respect for our
national anthem, the words composed
after the burning of our nation’s capital and
written by Francis Scott Key while watch-
ing the bombardment of Fort McHenry
from a ship at the Port of Baltimore. We are

November 21,2019

Legalize young
undocumented immigrants
An executive policy decision by an
American president is on]y valid as long as
that individual resides i m the Oval Office.

A legislative answer, a bill passed by
both Houses of Congress and signed into
law by the President, is the only path

forward to address the illegal immigration
of children brought into America with

mehomeufmeﬁ'eeandthebrﬂ:rle.l o i
Respect. Hard to earn, yet easily lost.
The Eleventh Amendment to our Con-
Steven Graves, Fort Laydendale stitution concerning the judicial power of
the United States does not extend to any
suit in law or equity of citizens or subjects
of any foreign state.

Immigrants have a rich history of learn-
ing the language, working hard to advance
and edu:liiée theq:ejelves. pay }t:;xes mgld

Greta’s ¢ AT dec serve in the Armed Forces. They join
s c]imate denmnds the “melting pot” of America, not the
don’t go far enough “salad” of their difference.
= : : The so-called “Dreamers” speak Eng-
Swedish environmental activist Greta Octobet 4, 2019 lish, contribute by their hard work and
Wmﬁ‘] scolding speech to education, pay taxes and some have found
-the countries of the United Nations as- a way to enlist to protect America.
sembly concerning the effects of global Surely our elected representatives can
pollution did not go far enough. find a way forward for them to join us and
Call them out by name. The worst pol- become Americans. After two previous

luters are in Asia: India, Pakistan, Iran and
China. Countries producing the most CO:

are China number one, at double the US.
rate, with India third, at half the U.S. rate.
The top 500 most polluted cities by
particulate matter are also in Asia. There
were no US. cities found in the top LO0O,
California has five of the top 10 in the
United States. Increasing industrialization
and urbanization, dependence on steel
and coal industries, chemical waste, and
wrong waste disposal are the leading

causes, ;
In her speech, Thunberg talked about
countries have to continue their environ-
mental devastation. Boycott them. Find
the many ways we can her cause,
Refuse to accept the i/holiday
present or “must”-have bauble produced

hﬂmmimbeapawafulm-

suwn Gtaves,FortLauderdaIe

August 11, 2019

administrations failed to achieve a consen-

sus, times up.
Steven Graves, Fort Lauderdale
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
o9 will kill

Inmasmgtaxes the golden
mthﬂﬂayﬂlegnldeneggs,ﬂledynamm
motivating engine that propels investment
and innovation. The tree will
wither and new shoots will fail to appear if
the “tax the rich” mantra (determined by
whom) succeeds to further burden our
Republic.
Steven Graves, Fort Lauderdale

Unacceptable

I find the health care proposals this

:i)mle.. n cycle unacceptable and unsustain-

Why do we want to burden the already

grams

‘Where are the standard health care

ideas for ion, doctor visits, blood

_ work, and generic medications? If these are

shouldn’t there be a requirement to have a
supplemental insurance policy to pay for



May 11, 2019

December 7,2018

Senously 30,000 more visas? :

Double and triple that number (il-
legally) have come into the United
States every month for years.

Ifyou area weﬂ«conneatedlﬂ or
media company, you have rep

exﬁmenwd workers legally
foreign help and reduced costs
whﬂe have them train their replace-
ments.

‘They were not jobs that no one else
wanted. To address the need leglﬂm
need a paradigm shift.

1 suggest have any fore:gnerthat is
employed ~ legal or not - register and
receive a biometric ID, Check in and
confirm their employment status to stay
or inform us that they are %nmghack
home until the fﬁmngéo is available
again, present the ID return.

Remove the costs of the black market
shadow economy and collect the taxes
to help the soon (so I have read) to be
msplﬁent Sucml Secunty and Medicare

History is full of unpopular
presidential decisions

From the be our Republic,
America’s m% made tough
and controversial decisions. The Whiskey
Tax to pay off the war debt and support
the fledgling federal government was
vehemently rejected and many western
Pennsylvania farmers rebelled against it
(Thomas Jefferson was against the tax).
George Washington as commander-in-
chief personally led the militia to resolve
the dispute.

The Monroe Doctrine 0f1823 became
the cornerstone of U.S. formgnpnhcy
toward European affairs (noninterfe
ence), Abraham Lincoln suspended the
writ of habeas corpus during the Civil War
to maintain order (arrest and detain with-
out trial), and FDR was able to pass the
Lend-Lease Act despite ition from
metnbers of Congress, public opinion and
the Neutrality Act. George HW. Bush
ended the first Gg]fu‘}ilvar after 100 hou;s.uy
Many disagreed with ending it, especi
after the systematic slaughter of Irag’s
own citizens under Saddam Hussein
outside the no-fly zone.

The closing of the southern border will
be just the latest example of a tough and
controversial decision made by an Ameri-
can president.

Steven Graves, Fort Lauderdale

April 1,2019

Cm:honmarmingteachefs
toﬁnd_ﬂ:ewenalmwhme

2016 election was

- the perfect storm
The 2016 presidential election
could be vlewed as the perfect
storm of American politics. A well-
known, seasoned politician is un-
abletowercomepersanalbw

- and again are addressed by a politi-

cally incorrect novice candidate,
which inspires many and causes
é;:mm opponents to fall by
The disruption of the status ¢ '
after effects of the storm, cm?tl::

ues.
Fort Lauderdale

July 22,2018



Safely]mdedﬂight April 23,2018

e fail South- “Here we agam”isahmse shodd
w;tmmﬁnesﬂjsmmﬂ?mdhy usedmhwq::gmw'rhgmﬂd;eheadsv?ﬂlt
Captam'l‘ammieh&dm)that lamentaverﬂnecanoerovertahng ;

worse very quickly; for instance, a
barrel roll, an mvm'r:d dive, or an
unrecoverable death spiral - through s of C . Bill Murray
ml mggm A i mbest Whmwﬂ}memlearn?lt's
age to the wing and how much MWMM
speed and stress the plane could o
handle is another factor.
A successful crosswind landing
iring pitch correction from a November 10, 2017
e il e
g& leaves the area he was assigned. A
e i musician leaves his nightclub gig
cles happen and that there are he- and his car breaks down going
roes among us. home. Tllil:nmusu:lan is on l;he
Steven Graves, Fort Lauderdale phone w. a nondescript white
van stops near him. The audio is
being recorded by the roadside as-
sistance operator. Then Nouman
Ra_]ama]msamoluenustalne;tactl
unsound, unsafe and grossly
it. But he was not a rookie.
mmnentslataerihemumcmn

The forensics as reported: the
policeman was not wearing his vest
nor announe hadedhnnselfgrox’rhe
musician a permit is gun,
safety was on. One of Corey’s
wounds was from the back.

I find the “stand your ground”
defenseamostdeplorablemdd.ls-
graceful shadow upon our men and
women that serve and protect our
community with honor and dis-
tinction. The aglygles to oranges
comparison of Corey Jones-
Nouman Raja conﬁ'ontaﬂonaltlg a

rson a very realistic

king air Eﬁe with earbuds,
bloclnug the commands of a uni-
formed officer who exited a clearly
February 2,2018 and distinctly marked vehicle is im-
pertinent and irrelevant (And the
height of insolent rudeness. You
think we’re idiots?).

When the dust clears, one will
still be dead and the other dis-
graced. It is indeed a tragedy.

- Steven Graves, Fort Lauderdale
Musician-former cop
confrontation tragic
The information released about
the death of Corey Jones is disturb-
ing and has the elements of a ter-
rible tragedy. A police officer still in

the 90-day probationary period
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The new 2lst century high

So, America’s economy needs another “shot in the arm.” In the 1970s that phrase re- -
ferred to IV drug abuse. Now 1 understand. We are addicted to stimulus, the be all, do all
“high” of the 21st century. The pusher — our government — claims we will feel good. Just
try it one more time. Everything will be better.

The other similarities are strikingly ominous. Steal from your neighbor to get it ( gov-
ernment safety net programs), buy it from the bad guys who hate you (foreign debt) and
ultimately pay for it with your health (a sunken/sullen lifeless expression of social and
economic decline).

Then the pain of withdrawal. _

‘Steven Graves, Fort Lauderdale

L

September 17,2011
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June 4, 2009
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April 25,2007




January 30, 2007

Protect troops

Wemmh-aqndunatwnngmy
_ __handsw;lthwonywer%vasitthe

advan ofourtmopsunt:laﬁeld
o-fandmmasootﬂdbeexposed
thehvesofhtmdredsMany
individual acts of bravery, suchas
at the international airport, ]
changed the tide of battle. Saddam
Hussein was atyrantwhoused 5 _j
every horrifying weapon athis
-d:sposalthroughouthlstenm'enf
oppression and murder.

My intment hasbeen
with all of the elected officials of
both parties. methefmluretoget
‘used donated bullet-proof vests.
thatweremllectedbyaGaiuesvﬂle
deputy over there because of a
“tax” problem, to the efforts by the
families of the Alabama National
Guard to get steel-covered
Humvaesonlytoﬁndafterthefaqth
that their modifications would
makeitpronetorollover,
endangenngthelivesofthosethey- 4
were trying to protect.

; IakeallpamwcAmmea.ns,l
want our troops home. Itis neither
cut and run nor stay the course that
is important, but how wellwe
honor our country’s foundations of
freedom, justice and individual
hberﬁesmatweglveteothersthat
will define America.

GRAVES;-

STEVEN ;
FORT LAUDERD&LB_

July 23,2006



Inflated opinion?

Imagine a speck of dust
on a grain of sand along
the deep ocean withina
small blue planet orbiting
a common yellow star
sitting beside the edge of
an obscure galaxy resting
among one of the
indefinite places in the
religion(s) believe that we
are the linchpin to the
entire cosmos? The

interstellar void filled with

our enormous ego is only
~ exceeded by our capacity
forignorance.
Maybe, in a millennia,
should we survive our
current chaos, we will do
something. But it will
happen because of our
- capacity for love; not
revenge, hate, or our
propensity for violence.
STEVEN GRAVES
FORT LAUDERDALE

March 20, 2006

Letters to
the Editor

_Amendnients |

“and our rights

Concerning the
challenge to executive
orders creating the White
House office of the faith-
based and community
initiatives and similar
centers in 10 federal
agencies: Article 2 of the

- U.S. Constitution vests

executive powerina
president of the United
States. However, Article 1,
Section 9 states that no
money shall be drawn
from the Treasury butin
consequence of
appropriations made by
law (through Article 1,
Section 1), all legislative
powers herein granted
shall be vestedina
Congress of the United
States and (Article 1,
Section 8) to exercise
exclusive legislation in all
cases whatsoever.

It seems to me that any
funding appropriation

 made by the executive

branch not legislated
vrong. How can a federal

judge rule that taxpayers ; |

have no standing to
challenge funding
appropriations made by
the executive branch

~ when the 10th
- Amendment states: “The

powers not delegated to
the United States by the
Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the
states, are reserved to the

states respectively, or to

the people” (us, the
taxpayers).

January 21, 2006

There is noright to
privacy as there is no right
to an abortion, but we do
have the right through the
Fourth Amendment to be
secure in (our) persons,
houses, papers and effects
against unreasonable
searches and seizures ...
but upon probable cause,
supported by oath or

| affirmation,and 0y
“ particularly describing the

place to be searched and

~ the person(s) or thing(s)

to be seized. If “seizure” is
invoked, by what
probable cause I cannot
imagine, then this “person
(s) or thing(s)” (child!)
becomes a possession of
the state. Imagine your
parent being the federal
government.

Finally, there are four
amendments securing our
right to vote: Amendment
15 (Feb. 3, 1870) race,
color ... servitude,
Amendment 19 (Aug. 18,
1920) sex, Amendment 24
(Jan. 23,1964) poll tax,
and Amendment 26 (July
1,1971) age. It seems like
itis the one right someone
is constantly trying to take
away, yet one that we fail

to counsel fully. |
STEVEN GRAVES
FORTLAUDERDALE




‘Where to point

finger of blame

Let’s see: 3 million
customers times five days
(for a lot of us many, many
more) times $10 a day
(more or less) equals $150
million. I don’t recall a
shutdown of Turkey Point
from diminished demand.
All of the power plants
work at an optimum
efficient capacity. Florida
Power & Light Co. didn’t
lose any money; they just
supplied power to the grid
at a different profit
margin. And don’t tell me
that our government,
insurance agencies and
the power companies
can’t afford to bury the
power lines. Developers
do it and still make
money.

Don’t expect a rebate or
a goodwill credit from
Comcast. They don’t have
to. We pay by the month.
Good weather, bad
weather, sun spots ... it
doesn’t matter.

Synchronize the traffic
lights? Get real. We have
been trained for years to
speed to make the lights
that the traffic engineers
will now adjust (again) to
give us expensive tickets
to support an inefficient,
wastefuland poor
planning government
apparatus that we have
voted in.

blamed for all of this
because of global
warming and our
(selfish?) desire to ride
ingtead of walk, eat
something besides wild
berries, and enjoy life in
air-conditioning (for a few
more months,
January/February for us
Floridians is just around
the corner) instead of ...
Well, you get the message.
The buck stops here,
but the finger points to us,
not them. !

STEVEN GRAVES
FORT LAUDERDALE

August 1, 2004

Eventually, we willlbe

June 14, 2005

.FORTLAUDERD&LE

November 13, 2005

September 21,2005

Meet challenge

It doesn’t matter that
human waste cluttered
the streets, that garbage
filled the guttersora
shower/bath left you
feeling dirty’and wanting
another after Katrina
arrived. It doesn’t matter
that there were black-on-
black crimes of rape and
murder, roaming bands of
armed thugs promoting
anarchy and lawlessness,
or that the situation has
filled the heart with
despair and anger.

What matters is how we
reach out to those in need.
What matters is how we
face the faceless
multitude crying for help.
What matters is how we as
a nation answer the call to
action, to find the
solutions, to meet the
challenge that will define
our greatness as
Americans, as human
beings, as citizens of the
world.

STEVEN GRAVES
FORTLAUDERDALE

Quick fixes for
meost problems

So many issues, so little
space in the newspaper.

Concerning the :
looming water shortage:
There is a viable solution
patented by the U.S.
Energy Department. It is
Ocean Thermal, U.S.
Patents 4,210,819 and
4,210,820. A

Concerning the Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood
International Airport
expansion: Give the
problem to Miami

International Airport by

building a high-speed
monorail between the two
with the $500 million. (Is

'| that allit’s going to cost?!)

Concerning the Muslim
terrorist murderers: If the
Muslim communities are
so outraged, where are the
protest rallies against the

beheadings?

Gay marriage? Sure.
We've already seen how

T‘ﬁ"fe Conneectieut

millionaire didn’t want to
divide his assets with his
“life” partner. The
separation of church and
state is very clear inthe
Constitution. Just don’t
use religious differences
as a hate crime.

STEVEN GRAVES
FORTLEAUDERDALE



June 12, 2004

"y

Letters to
the Editor

Lack of colicem
led to Sept. 11

The commission
investigating the events
before the Sept. 11 horror
seems to be a forum for
the political harpies
seeking traction for their
favorites. A glimmer of
the elements leading up to
a connecting link to the
terrorists’ success and
America’s failure glosses
over one vital aspect.

It tears at the very
fabric of our free society.
Reports have been made
that many other
nongovernmental
individuals, through
either rumor or
complacent smugness,
did not find the anxiety
(an abnormal and
overwhelming sense of
apprehension and fear)
their concern and were
able to cope with their
intimate knowledge of !
what might and indeed
did happen.

This loss of caring and
concern for our fellow
human beings by
whatever rationale they
prescribed to themselves
has exposed a much
larger emotional
deformity in our free
society. The narcissistic
tendency by a few has
brought a foreboding evil
upon us all.

“We must remember
that any oppression, any
injustice, any hatred is a
wedge designed to attack
our civilization.” —
Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, 1940.

STEVEN GRAVES
FORTLAUDERDALE

(itizens initiative
stance expected

I'was not surprised to
read your opinions,
“Constitutional
amendments: Flawed
process needs repair.” At
a time when very few
registered voters
participate in the process
because their opinions are
not heard or their vote
doesn’t matter, you
advocate taking away
another choice. Don’t tell
me that big bucks donors
aren’t influencing
legislation. Remember the
Everglades Restoration
bill passed this year?

And why does every
discussion seem to spiral
downward to the
unfunded mandate fora
bullet train? Maybe we're
tired of the asphalt
expansion over our
diminishing natural
beauty that is Florida. Can
you admit or even
consider the benefits that
fewer cars will have upon
the health of Florida?
When you quote the
expense of the project,
balance it with road
dollars conserved and the
health benefits from lower
auto emissions. Auto
fatalities would decrease
if there were a bullet train
between here and Naples.

The citizen initiative
process yells, “We’re not
happy and we demand
change.” We vote for

| representatives to

legislate, the power to
write and pass laws. When
they don’t listen because
we're the littie people that
don’t have the time or
money to influence the
laws being passed, we
must become the
“squeaky wheel” to get the
job done.

Your opinion of
“legislative initiative” is
just another way to
muddy and delay the
voting process and sweep
us, the concerned citizens

of Florida, under the rug,.
STEVEN GRAVES
FORTLAUDERDALE

December 8, 2003

Redesign shuttle’s_ ‘
launch phase |

The greatest
.achievement of mankind |
“ inthe 20th century could |
be our achievement of [
space flight. Qurability to |
slip through our home’s
gravity and mdve through
our solar system to,
explore and learn is truly a
special accomplishment.
But the continuity of

| oursuccessis at risk.
While, indeed, the shuttle
program hasbeena |
remarkable victory over
20-plus years, recently it
has been found lacking.
The safety of the orbital

. vehicleis not 100 percent.
The launch phase of the
project’s design has failed

* and must be redesi, i
The debris field of the
solid rocket boosters and
the liquid fuel tank should
never, eéver endanger the
‘vehicle again.

| minutes after lift-off. Most

, cost would be more, but
| this fundamental change
| must be achieved fora

Ll
(There are more than

400 debris field hazards
occurring in the first five

significant dangers
involve the explosive bolts.
for separation from the
launch pad, the solid
tocket boosters, and the
liguid fuel tank.)

The liquid-fueled
rocket motors should be
placed in a separate first-
stage platform thatcanbe |
recovered, inspectedand |

| Teused. Additional lift-off |

thrust requirements . |
would continue tousethe |
solid rocket propulsion

system. Yes, each flight's

return to flight safety. The
inherent dangers of space - <
flight require it. The
search for our astronauts’
safety demands it.

STEVEN GRAVES
FORTLAUDERDALE

August 10, 2003



The worst of the
aggressive drivers

you haven’t driven
west on the 17th Street

Causeway to Federal

Highway (U.S. 1), you are

missing a truly awesome
South Florida experience.
Some of the most rude,
aggressive and dangerous
drivers ply their road rage
there.

The most interesting
spectacle occurs at the
intersection of Miami
Road. Some drivers turn
left here, thinking that
they can beat the
congestion to State Road
84 and quickly bypass
others to Interstate 595.
However, the area speed
limit is 25 and the traffic
enforcement there loves
to hand out citations.

‘Then there are the
drivers in the middle lane
poised to pounce on the
slow movers and
unsuspecting ones with a
quick lane change ora
forceful “Let me merge
in,” usually without a turn

In the late afternoon, as

| traffic backs up eastward

beyond Publix, the really
special people want their
importance and righteous
savings of a few moments
given to them.

» Don’t miss the next
exciting display of our
finest example of “me-
firstism.” Coming again

today.
STEVEN GRAVES
FORTLAUDERDALE

May 9, 2002

signal.

Slow federal growth,
reduce taxes for all

In January of this year, [Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan] Greenspan
speculated that current conditions
envisioned paying off the debt in five
years. That’s $3.5 trillion in five years
($700 billion per year). He then
warned about the consequences, the
effect on the Treasury markets and
suddenly having huge surpluses in
year six. A premium would be
required to retire outstanding debt
before its maturity.

A $1.6 trillion reduction over 10
years ($160 billion ayear) doesn’t
seem all that much when you

more to retire the national debt than
you have to?

Of course these numbers are not a
fixed yearly amount divisible by five
(debt reduction) or 10 (tax reduction).
It is an ever-increasing curve to larger
amounts based on productivity,
unemployment and economic
expansion.

Are President Bush'’s proposals
fair? I think slowing the growth of
government spending is a great idea.
Many departments still increase more
than the rate of inflation, and
everybody should get some kind of

' taxrelief. OK, a small percentage of a

large number is still big, but success
is still the American dream. Don’t
penalize hard work and discourage

consider the fact that real the desire for betterment.
government spending is almost $2 STEVEN GRAVES
trillion this fiscal year. And why pay FORT LAUDERDALE |,

March 19, 2001




January 14, 2000

Right questions offer
insights into candidate

Some may call it “ambush”
journalism but in some
circumstances it is a valid way to
achieve a keener insight about a
candidate.

If Edward Kennedy had stated that
his desire for the presidency was
“because the government of the
United States is not doing its best for
the people of the United States,”
could he have beaten Jimmy Carter
for the Democratic nomination?

What if Lamar Alexander had
answered the New England milk
price question differently? What if he
had demonstrated his knowledge
about how the current price is
achieved through regulation and
monetary supports and then
commented on his feelings toward
them?

Our latest guerrilla exposure to a
candidate’s persona was the four-
leaders question. I believe that Texas
Gov. George W. Bush should have
responded differently. Who a
country’s leader is today is not as
important as an understanding of
how those people live and the
influence their culture and history
plays, such a large part of their daily
lives.

Yes, Pakistan’s leader is “the
general” but, to me at least, the how

Berry's World

ww.m;m
*Nice work on Santa's reindeer. Now can you name
Snow White's friends, the Seven Dwarfs?"

and the why he is now in power
(historical military rule and civilian
political corruption) is more
important from a foreign policy
standpoint than simple name
“recalling.” ' '

A creative answer is needed for the
21st Century’s situations of debt and
taxes, not Donald Trump's quick fix.

Our next executive should be able
to see, understand and verbally
confer the “Big Picture” for all of the
actions initiated from the executive
mansion. We need a good leader in

the White House.
STEVEN GRAVES
FORT LAUDERDALE

July 6,1991

Beach redevelopment
has been a huge disaster

I would like to say a few words
about the beach redevelopment situ-
ation in Fort Lauderdale. So the
beaches’ “escape plan” to pay for a
five-year delay and millions wasted
in fees is dead. Gov. Chiles stopped

it with his veto. I'm not surprised,

because everything that has been -
done with this project has courted
failure.

Lost opportunities, such as the.
face-lift and room expansion for the -
Oceanside Hotel by a group of inter-
ested investors, torpedoed because
it didn’t fit into the “master plan.” A
Norwegian businessman wanted to
build a 300-room hotel next to the
Bonnet House but he was turned
down, too, due to someone’s “aesthe-
tics.” Similar poor management has

_ brought about the possibility of los-

ing Birch Park to an Ohio college’s
hotel development plan. '
This a classic example of a go-
vernment project gone out of con-
trol. Strong interest from investors

‘of medium size was “driven away”

while a colossus was chosen who be-
gan asking for concessions which
prompted the added tax. _

~ The “our way or no way, feet in
cement mentality” has not allowed
the possible success from the “Art of
the Deal.” The ability to join togeth-
er and create a coalition of interest-
ed small pieces was foiled by the
“buy it, bulldoze i, then completely
rebuild it for a billion dollars plan.”
Instead, establish a theme of the
area and let free enterprise help
achieve the prosperity for us!

I'm glad the tax for a total 10 per-
cent on rooms failed. Even at 9 per-
cent, tourists are selecting
“cheaper’” accommodations else-
where. A strong dollar hurts Euro-
pean business that has sustained
many businesses after the loss of
“Spring Break.” We don’t need an-
other tax. :

We need to rationalize our con-
ception and a solution. Eventually,
when the redevelopment has ma-
tured, the owners will gross over a
billion in sales. Surely that interests
someone willing to work for it, not
demanding it be brought to them on
a silver tax platter. .

S.D. GRAVES

Fort Lauderdale



Generating nuclear power
in'a safe way is a gamble

I feel compelled to answer R. Em-
mett Tyrrell’s advocation of nuclear
power. Forgotten or overlooked is
the fact that the cooling pipes in one
nuclear plant were so clogged with
tools and aluminum cans from the
construction workers that entire
sections had to be taken apart and
replaced.

There is also the bankrupt project
in the Pacific Northwest raising
utility bills astronomically and the
storage problems of spent nuclear
waste. Remember the nuclear plant
in California built near an earth-
quake fault center?

Radiation dangers are all too
clear. Maybe Tyrrell should move
next to one for 20 or so years and
then tell us he doesn’t have leukemia
or cancer. Finally our government
admits 30 years after the fact that it
unfortunately contaminated the en- -

~.vironment and we the taxpayers
will have to pay hundreds of billions
of dollars to clean it up.
-~ Safe generation of nuclear power
is- a crap shoot and businessmen
know it. That’s why they are cancel-
ing construction orders and not
seeking permits for new ones.
France’s blackmail prospects by
terrorists have led it to reassess its
dependency on nuclear power, too.
i S.D. GRAVES
- Fort Lauderdale

September 3, 1990



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Chinese students p_r'es's'ed
for unrealistic outcome

I have derived a different portrait

of today’s China. An important state

visit had taken place, easing Sini-So-,

viet tensions, but very demanding
for Chairman Deng who is over 80
years old, ill and now in the hospital.

The Communist Party leaders of
China wanted to achieve their own

perestroika to help their moderniza-

tion drive until the humiliation of
the military through non-violence
forced a resolve of will into the pic-
ture. Accommodation was their
watchword because these men un-

derstand China’s need for advance-

ment.

The early success of the protest-
ers at the expense of the military led
to a situation of anarchy. As fear of
the collapse of the Beijing govern-
ment spread, controlling the situa-
tion became impossible. The stu-
dents wanted to win.

Instead of consolidating their ac-
complishments and backing down
when the tanks arrived, they
pressed for complete victory — an

*IF YOU SEE ANYBOPY LIKE THIS,
EXECUTE HIM AT ONCE™

"unrealistic and impossible outcome.

It was a bridge too far too fast.
The failure of the protest leaders
to see this cost many lives and now
the isolation of China — causing fur-
ther regression of a society into the

Dark Ages.

S. D. GRAVES
Fort Lauderdale

July 9,1989
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Space out there waiting for us to take advantage of it”

Once again the shortsightedness of .

our nation’s space program is stag-
nating the awesome dynamics of cur-
rent scientific and technological
achievements.
- Breakthroughs in medicine, such
as safer insulin for diabetics and
more precise diagnostic equipment,
are literally waiting in the heavens
for us to reach out and use.
Americans have designed space-
motors that will allow human access

to other planets in weeks, not

months. This could open a whole new
field for the processing of space ma-

“terial. From only these few ideas &
 boon awaits us in space.

Unmanned shuttle-clones must be
constructed now to deliver the bulk-
required. As the Discovery’s launch
date slips further back, weather will'
become an increasingly importart
factor. | Seh il

What is the launch status of our’
other shuttles? Has their necessary’
maintenance also been neglected for
the past two years? Our tax dollars
must not be squandered. !
S. D. GRAVES’
Fort Lauderdale

August 11,1988



)’Lmerica’s shuttle program needs to push forwar

I disagree strongly with your as-
sertion that NASA is now on the right
track. The O-ring and insulating put-
ty sestll:s& for the Solid Rocket Boost-
ers (SRBs) should be eliminated with
construction of single unit SRB. The
contention that reusing the pieces
saves money is groundless. How
much has been saved now?

The true problem with the SRBs

was the need for increased thrust to

propel heavier military satellites
into orbit. .

The deterioration of the 0-rings be-
came significant after this increase
in main engine thrust to 104 percent
with the additional aerodynamic
stress and pressure applied; Law-
rence Malloy’s [manager of the solid

rocket booster program] famous ¢ . .
risks are acceptable. . .” decision.
The space shuttle is not an alk :
weather launch vehicle. I suppor
several launchings at the same time
for optimal performirg characteris-
tics. Our country’s space require-
ments demand not one, but seven .
new shuttles; $25 billion should be
budgeted for this in 1987,
Science-fiction possibilities of yes-
terday are manifested by today’s
technical ingenuity waiting for us-
age. The return to our society -
through curiosity, learning and hope,
especially upon our youth, is tremen-
dous. It deserves our support.
- S.D. GRAVES
Pompano Beach

August 14,1986
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Neutron bomb a good defense

against fighters,
WMMMMMMMM
ensive purposes.
Stevep Graves
Fart Lauderdale

March 12, 1980

September 14,1979




