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Your Trusted Agents
M a t t  &  C a r r i e  C a r p e r

              

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  u s !  W e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  g e t t i n g  t o  w o r k  f o r  y o u .  T h r o u g h o u t
t h e  p r o c e s s ,  w e  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  d i l i g e n t l y  t o
f i n d  y o u r  d r e a m  h o m e .



Welcome to the exciting journey of
buying a home!

We understand that embarking on
this adventure can stir up a
whirlwind of emotions: the thrill of
starting a new chapter in your life,
the anticipation of finding the perfect
place to call home, the hope of
creating lifelong memories, and
perhaps a dash of nervousness about
the complexity of the process.

As real estate professionals in the
Omaha Metro and Southwest Iowa
area, we work with 35-40 clients per
year to sell and buy real estate. 

That's exactly why we've compiled
this comprehensive Home Buyer's
Guide just for you!

Our mission is to navigate you
through this intricate process with as
much ease and clarity as possible.
Our goal is to ensure that your home-
buying journey is not only successful
but also enjoyable and stress-free.

For us, this is more than just a
transaction; it's about helping you
realize your dream of
homeownership.
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Our history

Our mission

The goal

We’re experienced and well versed in real estate. Our processes and systems
evolve as the real estate market changes throughout the year.

To exceed our clients expectations with the work that we perform from day 1.

When our work is done, we expect our clients to tell us that they do not
remember selling and buying real estate ever being that easy.
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Let's Find
YOUR DREAM 

HOME

0 7



m e e t  o u r  t e a m

M A T T  C A R P E R

M a t t  i s  a  r e a l t o r ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  r e a l
e s t a t e .  H e  a l s o  w o r k s  w i t h  i n v e s t o r s  o n  c o m m e r c i a l
p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  m u l t i  f a m i l y .  H e  w i l l  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e
p r o p e r t y  a n a l y s i s  t o  s h o w  y o u  y o u r  h o m e s  f a i r  m a r k e t
v a l u e .

C A R R I E  C A R P E R

C a r r i e  i s  a  r e a l t o r ,  s h e  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  h o u s e
p r e p a r a t i o n  w i t h  s t a g i n g  a n d  d e s i g n .  H e r  s i m p l i f i e d
a p p r o a c h  i s  a l w a y s  “ l e s s  i s  m o r e ”  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o
p r e p a r e  t h e  h o u s e  t o  g o  o n  t h e  m a r k e t .  S t a g i n g
c o m e s  e a s y  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  a n  e y e  f o r  i t  l i k e  C a r r i e .

S T E P H A N I E  S C H R O E D E R

S t e p h a n i e  i s  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  t r a n s a c t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r .
S h e  m a k e s  s u r e  t h a t  w e  a r e  c r o s s i n g  o u r  t ’ s  a n d
d o t t i n g  o u r  i ’ s .  S t e p h a n i e  c o n n e c t s  w i t h  t h e  l e n d e r s ,
t i t l e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a g e n t s  t o  h i t  e v e r y
d e a d l i n e .  H e r  b a c k g r o u n d  i n c l u d e s  r e a l  e s t a t e
t r a n s a c t i o n s  a n d  a l l  p r o p e r t y  t i t l e  w o r k .

S e l l i n g  a  h o m e  c a n  b e  d a u n t i n g ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h  o u r  e x p e r t  t e a m .
W e ' r e  h e r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s m o o t h ,  s t r e s s - f r e e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b a c k e d
b y  o u r  d e e p  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .  L e t ' s  i n t r o d u c e  y o u  t o
o u r  r e m a r k a b l e  t e a m !
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Our Services
We are full service real estate professionals. We believe in putting
our best foot forward, which is why we provide the best resources
available. 

Once we meet to discuss the plan, we will put the pieces together for you.
Providing a timeline with reverse planning on the dates you provide for
ideal closing date on your dream home. 

Putting the Pieces Together 

Our strategy is to not just search all homes on the MLS, but to also use our
network on all social media platforms to find your dream home. 

Social Media Strategy

Our team collaborates to look at an overview of similar homes within the
area to compare homes (size, bedrooms, bathrooms, lot, garages, etc). That
data is used to come up with the offer price. The sale metrics of days on
the market, what day and time of the year other homes went on the market
are used to provide insight to the market conditions. 

Analyzing Comparable Properties 

01

02

03
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GET YOUR FINANCES IN ORDER

FIND THE RIGHT MORTGAGE FOR YOU

PREAPPROVED FOR MORTGAGE

1

3

2

4

Make sure you are ready emotional ly
Review Income and expense status over the last few years

Decide is i t  a good t ime for buying a house

MAKE SURE YOU ARE READY

Check your debts and income
Calculate how much house you can afford on your own

Don’t forget to take homeowners associat ion (HOA) fees

Be ready for down payment 
20% down payment general ly better 

Don't  forget closing, moving and other costs

SAVE FOR A DOWN PAYMENT

Decide what the best type of loan is for you
The majority of mortgages in the U.S. are conventional loans

 FHA loans are less of a r isk for lenders 

Working with a local  lender that wi l l  meet you and discuss the
process of buying a home is recommended.

5

Home Buyer's
R o a d  M a p

Matt: 402-250-0491
carrie.carper@betteromaha.comCarrie: 402-943-7719
matt.carper@betteromaha.com

M a t t  &  C a r r i e  C a r p e r
REALTORS
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Real Estate
t e r m s

A p p r a i s a l

A n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a  p r o p e r t y ' s  v a l u e
c o n d u c t e d  b y  a  l i c e n s e d  a p p r a i s e r ,
t y p i c a l l y  c o m m i s s i o n e d  f o r  t h e
b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  l e n d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h e
p r o p e r t y ’ s  m a r k e t  v a l u e  m e e t s  o r
e x c e e d s  t h e  l o a n  a m o u n t .

R e a l  E s t a t e  F e e s

T h e  f e e  p a i d  t o  r e a l  e s t a t e
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,
u s u a l l y  c a l c u l a t e d  a s  a  p e r c e n t a g e  o f
t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  s e l l i n g  p r i c e .

B r o k e r

 A n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  h a s  c o m p l e t e d
a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  b e y o n d  t h e  a g e n t
l e v e l  a s  m a n d a t e d  b y  s t a t e  l a w s  a n d
h a s  p a s s e d  a  b r o k e r ’ s  l i c e n s i n g
e x a m i n a t i o n .

B u y e r ' s  A g e n t

A  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  w h o  r e p r e s e n t s
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  b u y e r  i n  a  r e a l
e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n .

C l o s i n g

T h e  f i n a l  s t e p  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  a  r e a l
e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n .  T h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e ,
s e t  d u r i n g  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  p h a s e ,
o c c u r s  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  o f f e r  i s
f o r m a l l y  a c c e p t e d .

C l o s i n g  C o s t s

F e e s  i n c u r r e d  a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  a  r e a l
e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n .  A t  t h e  c l o s i n g ,  t h e
t i t l e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  o f f i c i a l l y
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  b u y e r .

M a r k e t  A n a l y s i s  

A  r e p o r t  c o m p a r i n g  s a l e s  o f  s i m i l a r
h o m e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  h e l p  e s t a b l i s h  a
r e a s o n a b l e  a s k i n g  p r i c e  f o r  a
p r o p e r t y .

C o n t i n g e n c y

A  p r o v i s i o n  i n  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  c o n t r a c t
t h a t  m u s t  b e  m e t  f o r  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o
b e c o m e  l e g a l l y  b i n d i n g .

C o u n t e r o f f e r

A  n e w  o f f e r  m a d e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a
p r e v i o u s  o f f e r ,  c o n t a i n i n g  m o d i f i e d
t e r m s  b a s e d  o n  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

D e e d

A  l e g a l  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s
p r o o f  o f  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  g r a n t s  t h e
h o l d e r  s p e c i f i c  r i g h t s  t o  r e a l  e s t a t e
p r o p e r t y .

The Carpers Hospitality & Homes
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D i s c l o s u r e

A  s t a t e m e n t  b y  a  s e l l e r  o r  a  b r o k e r
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  k n o w n
d e f e c t s .

H o m e  I n s p e c t i o n

A n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a  p r o p e r t y ' s
c o n d i t i o n ,  t y p i c a l l y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a
p r o f e s s i o n a l  h o m e  i n s p e c t o r .

E a r n e s t  D e p o s i t

A  d e p o s i t  m a d e  b y  t h e  b u y e r  t o w a r d s
t h e  d o w n  p a y m e n t  a s  a  s i g n  o f  g o o d
f a i t h  w h e n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  a g r e e m e n t  i s
s i g n e d .

E q u i t y
T h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h o m e ' s  v a l u e  t h a t
t h e  h o m e o w n e r  " o w n s "  o u t r i g h t .  I t ' s
c a l c u l a t e d  a s  t h e  c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  v a l u e
o f  t h e  h o m e  m i n u s  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g
m o r t g a g e  b a l a n c e .

E s c r o w

A  t h i r d - p a r t y  s e r v i c e ,  o f t e n  r e q u i r e d
i n  t h e  h o m e - s e l l i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h a t
h o l d s  a n d  d i s b u r s e s  f u n d s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e
t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  a  h o m e .

F a i r  M a r k e t  V a l u e

T h e  e s t i m a t e d  p r i c e  a t  w h i c h  a
p r o p e r t y  w o u l d  l i k e l y  s e l l  w h e r e  b o t h
b u y e r  a n d  s e l l e r  a r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e
a n d  w i l l i n g  p a r t i e s  i n  a  t r a n s a c t i o n .

H o m e  W a r r a n t y

A  p o l i c y  t h a t  c o v e r s  t h e  c o s t  o f
r e p a i r i n g  o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  h o u s e h o l d
s y s t e m s  o r  a p p l i a n c e s .

L i s t i n g

A  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  i s  o n  t h e  m a r k e t  f o r
s a l e .  T h e  t e r m  " l i s t i n g "  a l s o  r e f e r s  t o
t h e  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o m e
s e l l e r  a n d  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t
t a s k e d  w i t h  m a r k e t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y .

L i s t i n g  A g e n t

T h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  r e p r e s e n t i n g
t h e  s e l l e r .

M o r t g a g e

A  l o a n  u s e d  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f
a  h o m e ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i t s e l f
s e r v i n g  a s  c o l l a t e r a l  f o r  t h e  l o a n .

Real Estate
t e r m s

F o r  S a l e  B y  O w n e r  ( F S B O )

A  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  s o l d  d i r e c t l y
b y  t h e  o w n e r  w i t h o u t  t h e
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t .  

The Carpers Hospitality & Homes
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Real Estate
t e r m s

M u l t i p l e  L i s t i n g  S e r v i c e

A  t o o l  t h a t  r e a l  e s t a t e  b r o k e r s  u s e  t o
e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r a c t u a l  o f f e r s  o f
c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  t o  c o m p i l e  a n d
s h a r e  p r o p e r t y  d a t a  w i t h  o t h e r
b r o k e r s .

S t a g i n g

T h e  a c t  o f  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  s h o w c a s i n g  a
r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o p e r t y  f o r
s a l e .

O f f e r

T h e  p r i c e  t h a t  a  b u y e r  p r o p o s e s  t h e y
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  f o r  a  p r o p e r t y .

O p e n  H o u s e

A n  e v e n t  w h e r e  p o t e n t i a l  b u y e r s  c a n
t o u r  a  h o u s e  t h a t  i s  f o r  s a l e .

T i t l e  I n s u r a n c e

A n  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  t h e
h o l d e r  f r o m  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  r e s u l t i n g
f r o m  d e f e c t s  i n  t h e  t i t l e  t o  a
p r o p e r t y .

U n d e r  C o n t r a c t

A  t e r m  u s e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a  h o m e
h a s  a n  a c c e p t e d  o f f e r  b u t  t h e  s a l e  h a s
n o t  y e t  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d .

P r e - a p p r o v a l  l e t t e r

A  d o c u m e n t  f r o m  a  l e n d e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t
a  b u y e r  q u a l i f i e s  f o r  a  m o r t g a g e  o f  a
s p e c i f i e d  a m o u n t .

S h o r t  S a l e

T h e  s a l e  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  t h e
p r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  a r e  l e s s  t h a n
t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  d e b t s  s e c u r e d  b y  l i e n s
a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  r e q u i r i n g  t h e
l e n d e r ’ s  a p p r o v a l .

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t

A  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e
a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n s .

The Carpers Hospitality & Homes
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T r a n s a c t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r

A  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s e d  r e a l t o r  t h a t
a s s i s t s  w i t h  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n s .
C o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  a l l  p a r t i e s
( s e l l e r s ,  b u y e r s ,  l o a n  o f f i c e r s ,  t i t l e
c o m p a n y ,  b u y e r s  a g e n t  a n d  l i s t i n g
a g e n t .



L e t ' s  t u r n  y o u r
d r e a m s  

In t o  R e a l i t y !
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A h ,  t h e  a l l u r e  o f  h o m e o w n e r s h i p :  t h e  w h i t e  p i c k e t  f e n c e ,  t h e  g a r d e n  g n o m e
g r a c i n g  t h e  l a w n ,  t h e  S u n d a y  b a r b e c u e s  i n  t h e  b a c k y a r d .  I t ' s  t h e  A m e r i c a n
d r e a m ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  B u t  d e c i d i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  l e a p  f r o m  r e n t i n g  t o  b u y i n g  i s  a  h u g e
s t e p .  L e t ’ s  d i v e  i n t o  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  m a k i n g  t h a t  d e c i s i o n .

BuyD e c i d i n g  t o

W h y  D o  Y o u  W a n t  t o  B u y ?

E v e r y  j o u r n e y  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  " w h y . "  I s  i t  b e c a u s e  y o u ' r e  t i r e d  o f  p a y i n g  r e n t
t o  a  l a n d l o r d  e v e r y  m o n t h ?  P e r h a p s  y o u ' r e  s e e k i n g  a  m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  t o
h a n g  y o u r  h a t ,  o r  m a y b e  i t ' s  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  p a i n t  y o u r  b e d r o o m  a n y  s h a d e  o f
b l u e  ( o r  p i n k ! )  y o u  d e s i r e .  F o r  m a n y ,  i t ’ s  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  v i e w i n g  a  h o m e  a s  a n
i n v e s t m e n t ,  a  p l a c e  t h a t ,  w i t h  t i m e ,  g r o w s  i n  v a l u e .

F i n a n c i a l  F i t n e s s  i s  K e y

B u d g e t i n g :  H o w  m u c h  c a n  y o u  r e a l l y  a f f o r d  w i t h o u t  s t r a i n i n g  y o u r  m o n t h l y
f i n a n c e s ?
C r e d i t  C h e c k :  T h a t  t h r e e - d i g i t  s c o r e  w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a c t  t h e  m o r t g a g e  r a t e s
y o u ' r e  o f f e r e d .  A  h e a l t h i e r  s c o r e  e q u a t e s  t o  m o r e  f a v o r a b l e  t e r m s .
T h e  S a v i n g  G a m e :  R e m e m b e r ,  t h e  c o s t s  d o n ' t  e n d  w i t h  t h e  d o w n  p a y m e n t .  C l o s i n g
c o s t s ,  i n s p e c t i o n  f e e s ,  a n d  a n y  i m m e d i a t e  r e n o v a t i o n s  c a n  a l l  t a l l y  u p .

T h e  M a r k e t  P u l s e

G e t  a  f e e l  f o r  t h e  m a r k e t .  I n  s i m p l e r  t e r m s :
A r e  h o m e s  s e l l i n g  r a p i d l y ,  o r  i s  i t  m o r e  o f  a
s l o w  d a n c e ?  K n o w i n g  t h e  m a r k e t  d y n a m i c s
y o u ' r e  s t e p p i n g  i n t o  c a n  i n f o r m  y o u r
n e g o t i a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  s e t  e x p e c t a t i o n s
f o r  p r i c i n g .

Y o u r  F u t u r e  P l a n s

L o o k  a h e a d :  D o  y o u  e n v i s i o n
y o u r s e l f  i n  t h i s  c i t y  f o r  t h e  n e x t
d e c a d e  o r  s o ?  I f  y o u ' r e  i n  a
t r a n s i e n t  p h a s e  o f  l i f e ,  d i s c e r n i n g
t h e  r i g h t  t i m e  t o  b u y  i s  c r u c i a l .
M o r e o v e r ,  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  y o u  n e e d
f r o m  a  h o m e  n o w  a n d  w h a t  y o u
m i g h t  n e e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
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D e t e r m i n e  Y o u r  N e e d s

B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t ,  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  i n  a  h o m e ,  o r  i f  y o u ' r e  s e l l i n g ,  w h a t  y o u
e x p e c t  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  y o u r  c u r r e n t  h o m e .  A r e  y o u  a i m i n g  f o r  a  q u i c k  s a l e ?  D o
y o u  h a v e  a  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  i n  m i n d  f o r  y o u r  n e x t  h o m e ?  K n o w i n g  y o u r
o b j e c t i v e s  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  c l e a r l y  c o n v e y  y o u r  n e e d s  t o  a  p o t e n t i a l  a g e n t .

D o  Y o u r  R e s e a r c h

R e a d  r e v i e w s ,  a n d  c h e c k  o u t  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o f i l e s  a n d  w e b s i t e s .  L o o k  f o r
a g e n t s  w h o  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  y o u r  t a r g e t  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a n d  w i t h i n  y o u r  p r i c e
r a n g e .

Team?H o w  t o  f i n d  t h e  r i g h t

A s k  f o r  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

S t a r t  b y  a s k i n g  f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y ,  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s  f o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r
a g e n t s .  P e o p l e  y o u  t r u s t  m a y  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  a n  a g e n t  t h e y  w e r e  i m p r e s s e d
w i t h .  B e  s u r e  t o  a s k  t h e m  w h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e y  l i k e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  a g e n t .

R e v i e w  T h e i r  T r a c k  R e c o r d

Y o u  w a n t  a n  a g e n t  w i t h  a  p r o v e n  t r a c k  r e c o r d  o f  s u c c e s s .  T h e y  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e
t o  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  r e c e n t  s a l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o w  l o n g  t h e i r  l i s t i n g s
t y p i c a l l y  s t a y  o n  t h e  m a r k e t  a n d  h o w  c l o s e  t h e  s a l e  p r i c e  w a s  t o  t h e  l i s t i n g
p r i c e .

The Carpers Hospitality & Homes
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1 7

Agent.....A s k  y o u r

H o w  m a n y  p r o p e r t i e s  d o  y o u  s e l l  a  y e a r ?

W h a t ' s  y o u r  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  c l i e n t s  a t  a  t i m e ?

H o w  o f t e n  w i l l  w e  c o m m u n i c a t e ,  a n d  w h a t  m e t h o d ?

C a n  y o u  p r o v i d e  r e f e r e n c e s  f r o m  p a s t  c l i e n t s ?

H o w  d o  y o u  h a n d l e  o f f e r s ?

W h a t  s e p a r a t e s  y o u  f r o m  o t h e r  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t s ?

W h a t ' s  y o u r  s t r a t e g y  t o  g e t  m e  t h e  b e s t  p r i c e ?

A r e  y o u  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  w h e r e  I  w a n t  t o  b u y ?

H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  w o r k i n g  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e ?



Y o u r  N e e d s
B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t  t h e  h o m e  b u y i n g
p r o c e s s ,  i t ' s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  h a v e  a
c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t
y o u ' r e  s e e k i n g  i n  a  h o m e .
C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s :

U n d e r s t a n d i n g
Y o u r  H o u s i n g  Needs

T y p e  o f  H o m e :  A r e  y o u
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  s i n g l e - f a m i l y
h o m e ,  a  t o w n h o u s e ,  a
c o n d o m i n i u m ,  o r  a  m u l t i - f a m i l y
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t w o  t o  f o u r  u n i t s ?

N e w  o r  E x i s t i n g  H o m e :  W o u l d
y o u  p r e f e r  t h e  c h a r m  o f  a n
e x i s t i n g  h o m e  w i t h  m a t u r e
l a n d s c a p i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  o r  a r e  y o u  d r a w n
t o  t h e  m o d e r n  f e a t u r e s  o f  a  n e w
h o m e  t h a t  m i g h t  a l l o w  f o r
c u s t o m i z a t i o n ?

L o c a t i o n :  T h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  t y p e
o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d  t h a t  s u i t s  y o u r
l i f e s t y l e .  E v a l u a t e  c o m m u t e
t i m e s  t o  w o r k ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f
l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  p r o x i m i t y
t o  a m e n i t i e s ,  a n d  a v a i l a b l e
c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e s .

F e a t u r e s :  C o m p i l e  a  l i s t  o f
e s s e n t i a l  a n d  d e s i r e d  f e a t u r e s .
H o w  m a n y  b e d r o o m s  a n d
b a t h r o o m s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y ?  A r e
y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n  o p e n - c o n c e p t
d e s i g n ,  o r  d o  y o u  p r e f e r
s e p a r a t e  r o o m s ?  C o n s i d e r  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o u t d o o r  s p a c e ,  a
g a r a g e ,  o r  a  h o m e  o f f i c e .
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Y o u r  B u d g e t
O n c e  y o u  h a v e  a  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f
y o u r  h o u s i n g  n e e d s ,  i t ' s  t i m e  t o
a s s e s s  y o u r  b u d g e t  t o  d e t e r m i n e
h o w  m u c h  h o u s e  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d :

budget
E s t a b l i s h
Y o u r

I n c o m e :  Y o u r  i n c o m e  i s  a  c r u c i a l
f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  y o u r
h o u s i n g  b u d g e t .  G e n e r a l l y ,  y o u r
m o n t h l y  h o u s i n g  e x p e n s e s —
i n c l u d i n g  y o u r  m o r t g a g e ,
p r o p e r t y  t a x e s ,  a n d  i n s u r a n c e —
s h o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  2 8 - 3 0 %  o f
y o u r  g r o s s  m o n t h l y  i n c o m e .

D o w n  P a y m e n t :  A  l a r g e r  d o w n
p a y m e n t  c a n  r e d u c e  t h e  a m o u n t
o f  y o u r  m o r t g a g e  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m o r t g a g e
i n s u r a n c e ,  s a v i n g  y o u  m o n e y  o v e r
t i m e .  T y p i c a l l y ,  h o m e b u y e r s  a r e
e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  a  d o w n
p a y m e n t  s a v e d  b e f o r e  p u r c h a s i n g
a  h o m e .

C r e d i t  S c o r e :  Y o u r  c r e d i t  s c o r e
p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n
o b t a i n i n g  a  f a v o r a b l e  m o r t g a g e
r a t e .  A  h i g h e r  c r e d i t  s c o r e  c a n
l e a d  t o  b e t t e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,
t h e r e b y  l o w e r i n g  y o u r  l o n g - t e r m
f i n a n c i a l  c o m m i t m e n t .  I f  y o u r
c r e d i t  s c o r e  n e e d s  i m p r o v e m e n t ,
i t  m a y  b e  w i s e  t o  w o r k  o n
e n h a n c i n g  i t  b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g  f o r
a  m o r t g a g e .

De b t :  Y o u r  c u r r e n t  d e b t  l e v e l s  w i l l
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a m o u n t  l e n d e r s  a r e
w i l l i n g  t o  o f f e r  y o u .  L e n d e r s
u s u a l l y  p r e f e r  t h a t  y o u r  t o t a l
m o n t h l y  d e b t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  y o u r
a n t i c i p a t e d  n e w  m o r t g a g e
p a y m e n t ,  d o  n o t  e x c e e d  3 6 %  o f
y o u r  g r o s s  m o n t h l y  i n c o m e . 1 9



Score
Cr e d i t
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Y o u r  c r e d i t  s c o r e  i s  a  n u m e r i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  y o u r
c r e d i t w o r t h i n e s s ,  c a l c u l a t e d  b a s e d  o n  y o u r  c r e d i t  h i s t o r y .  I t ' s
e s s e n t i a l l y  a  s n a p s h o t  t h a t  l e n d e r s  u s e  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  r i s k  o f  l e n d i n g
y o u  m o n e y .  I n  t h e  U . S . ,  c r e d i t  s c o r e s  t y p i c a l l y  r a n g e  f r o m  3 0 0  ( t h e
l o w e s t )  t o  8 5 0  ( t h e  h i g h e s t ) .

I n t e r e s t  R a t e s

T h i s  s c o r e  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  o n
y o u r  m o r t g a g e ;  a  h i g h e r  c r e d i t  s c o r e  c a n  h e l p
y o u  s e c u r e  a  l o w e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e ,  p o t e n t i a l l y
s a v i n g  y o u  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  o v e r  t h e  l i f e
o f  y o u r  l o a n .

Score
U n d e r s t a n d i n g

C r e d i t

M o r t g a g e  A p p r o v a l :

L e n d e r s  c o n s i d e r  y o u r  c r e d i t  s c o r e  w h e n
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  t o  a p p r o v e  y o u r
m o r t g a g e  a p p l i c a t i o n — a  l o w e r  s c o r e  c a n
m a k e  i t  m o r e  c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  g e t
a p p r o v e d .

L o a n  O p t i o n s

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  l o a n s ,
s u c h  a s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l o a n s ,  m a y
r e q u i r e  a  h i g h e r  c r e d i t  s c o r e  t h a n
o t h e r s ,  m e a n i n g  y o u r  s c o r e  c a n
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a c t  t h e  l o a n  o p t i o n s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u .
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ScoreU n d e r s t a n d i n g           
C r e d i t

D o n ' t  O p e n  N e w  C r e d i t
L i n e s :  E a c h  t i m e  y o u  a p p l y
f o r  n e w  c r e d i t ,  i t  c a n
c a u s e  a  s m a l l ,  t e m p o r a r y
d i p  i n  y o u r  c r e d i t  s c o r e .
T h e r e f o r e ,  a v o i d  o p e n i n g
n e w  c r e d i t  l i n e s  s h o r t l y
b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a
m o r t g a g e .

G e n e r a l l y ,  a  c r e d i t  s c o r e  o f  7 4 0  o r
h i g h e r  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  s e c u r e  t h e  b e s t
i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e
t o  g e t  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l o a n  w i t h  a
c r e d i t  s c o r e  a s  l o w  a s  6 2 0 .  A n  F H A
l o a n  m a y  r e q u i r e  a  m i n i m u m  c r e d i t
s c o r e  o f  o n l y  5 8 0 .
I f  y o u r  c r e d i t  s c o r e  i s  l e s s  t h a n
i d e a l ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t e p s  y o u  c a n  t a k e
t o  i m p r o v e  i t :

P a y  B i l l s  o n  T i m e :  Y o u r  p a y m e n t
h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r
a f f e c t i n g  y o u r  c r e d i t  s c o r e .  M a k e
s u r e  t o  p a y  a l l  y o u r  b i l l s  o n  t i m e ,
w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n .

L o w e r  Y o u r  C r e d i t  U t i l i z a t i o n :  A i m
t o  u s e  l e s s  t h a n  3 0 %  o f  y o u r
a v a i l a b l e  c r e d i t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u
h a v e  a  c r e d i t  c a r d  w i t h  a  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0
l i m i t ,  t r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  b a l a n c e
b e l o w  $ 3 , 0 0 0 .

C h e c k  Y o u r  C r e d i t  R e p o r t :
E r r o r s  o n  y o u r  c r e d i t  r e p o r t
c a n  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t  y o u r
s c o r e .  R e q u e s t  a  f r e e  c r e d i t
r e p o r t  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e
t h r e e  m a j o r  c r e d i t  b u r e a u s —
E x p e r i a n ,  T r a n s U n i o n ,  a n d
E q u i f a x — a n d  p r o m p t l y
d i s p u t e  a n y  i n a c c u r a c i e s
y o u  d i s c o v e r .
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pre-approvedL e t ' s  g e t
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G e t t i n g  P r e - a p p r o v e d
f o r  a  m o r t g a g e
A  m o r t g a g e  p r e - a p p r o v a l  i s  a  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  a  l e n d e r  i n d i c a t i n g
t h a t  y o u  q u a l i f y  f o r  a  c e r t a i n  m o r t g a g e  a m o u n t ,  b a s e d  o n  a n
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  y o u r  c r e d i t w o r t h i n e s s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  I t
g i v e s  y o u  a  s o l i d  i d e a  o f  w h a t  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d  a n d  s h o w s  s e l l e r s
t h a t  y o u ' r e  a  s e r i o u s  b u y e r .

P r e - a p p r o v a l  c a n  p u t  y o u  i n  a
s t r o n g e r  p o s i t i o n  w h e n  y o u ' r e
r e a d y  t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  s e l l e r s .  I t
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  y o u ' v e  a l r e a d y
b e g u n  t h e  m o r t g a g e  p r o c e s s  a n d
t h a t  a  l e n d e r  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  f i n a n c e
y o u r  p u r c h a s e .  T h i s  c a n  g i v e  s e l l e r s
c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  s a l e  i s  m o r e
l i k e l y  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  i f  t h e y  a c c e p t
y o u r  o f f e r .

I t ' s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  g e t  p r e -
a p p r o v e d  b y  s e v e r a l  l e n d e r s  t o
c o m p a r e  m o r t g a g e  r a t e s  a n d
t e r m s .  R e m e m b e r ,  a  p r e - a p p r o v a l
d o e s n ' t  c o m m i t  y o u  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r
l e n d e r ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  e n a b l e  y o u  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  y o u r
b u d g e t .

U s e  y o u r  p r e - a p p r o v a l  t o  n a r r o w  y o u r  h o m e  s e a r c h  t o  p r o p e r t i e s
w i t h i n  y o u r  p r i c e  r a n g e .  H a v i n g  a  c l e a r  b u d g e t  c a n  s a v e  y o u  t i m e
a n d  p r e v e n t  t h e  h e a r t a c h e  o f  f a l l i n g  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a  h o u s e  y o u
c a n ' t  a f f o r d .

P r e - a p p r o v a l s  o f t e n  e x p i r e  a f t e r  1 2 0  d a y s .  I f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  f o u n d  a
h o m e  w i t h i n  t h i s  t i m e f r a m e ,  y o u ' l l  n e e d  t o  s u b m i t  u p d a t e d
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  p r e - a p p r o v a l .
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right property
S e a r c h i n g  f o r
t h e      

D e t e r m i n e  Y o u r  M u s t - H a v e s  a n d  D e a l - B r e a k e r s

B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t  l o o k i n g  a t  h o u s e s ,  m a k e  a  l i s t  o f  y o u r  n o n - n e g o t i a b l e
f e a t u r e s .  T h e s e  c o u l d  r a n g e  f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b e d r o o m s  a n d  b a t h r o o m s  t o
t h e  t y p e  o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  o r  e v e n  p r o x i m i t y  t o  s p e c i f i c  a m e n i t i e s  l i k e
s c h o o l s  o r  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

R e s e a r c h  N e i g h b o r h o o d s

C o n s i d e r  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  q u a l i t y ,  c r i m e  r a t e s ,  a n d  t h e
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  l o c a l  a m e n i t i e s .  T h e  c o m m u t e  t o  w o r k  o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o
f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  s h o u l d  a l s o  p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  y o u r  d e c i s i o n .  T r y
v i s i t i n g  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  o f  t h e  d a y  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  d a y s  o f
t h e  w e e k  t o  g e t  a  g e n u i n e  f e e l  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

U t i l i z e  O n l i n e  T o o l s
T a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  o n l i n e  p l a t f o r m s  t h a t  o f f e r  l i s t i n g s  a n d
v i r t u a l  t o u r s .  T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  c a n  h e l p  y o u  s a v e  t i m e  b y  f i l t e r i n g  o u t
p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  d o n ' t  m a t c h  y o u r  c r i t e r i a ,  a l l o w i n g  y o u  t o  f o c u s  o n
s c h e d u l i n g  i n - p e r s o n  v i e w i n g s  o n l y  f o r  h o m e s  t h a t  m e e t  y o u r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .2 5



Right Property
S e a r c h i n g  f o r

t h e

T a k e  N o t e s  D u r i n g  V i e w i n g s

D u r i n g  h o u s e  v i e w i n g s ,  b e  s u r e  t o  t a k e  n o t e s  a b o u t  e a c h  p r o p e r t y .  I t ' s  e a s y
t o  m i x  u p  d e t a i l s  a f t e r  s e e i n g  m u l t i p l e  h o m e s ,  a n d  t h e s e  n o t e s  w i l l  b e
i n v a l u a b l e  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t i m e  t o  c o m p a r e  f e a t u r e s  a n d  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s .

K e e p  a n  O p e n  M i n d

R e m e m b e r ,  a  h o u s e  m i g h t  n o t  c h e c k  o f f  e v e r y  i t e m  o n  y o u r  w i s h l i s t  b u t  c o u l d
s t i l l  b e  a  g r e a t  f i t  f o r  y o u r  n e e d s .  K e e p  a n  o p e n  m i n d  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h e
p o t e n t i a l  e a c h  p r o p e r t y  h o l d s .

B e  P a t i e n t

F i n d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  h o m e  o f t e n  t a k e s  t i m e .  A v o i d  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  r u s h  i n t o
p u r c h a s i n g  a  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  f e e l  q u i t e  r i g h t .  T h e  m a r k e t  i s  d y n a m i c ,
w i t h  n e w  l i s t i n g s  a p p e a r i n g  r e g u l a r l y ,  s o  r e m a i n  p a t i e n t  i f  y o u r  i d e a l  h o m e
d o e s n ' t  m a t e r i a l i z e  i m m e d i a t e l y .
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Nav iga t ing  the  home-buy ing
journey  i s  bo th  exh i la ra t ing  and
complex ,  ak in  to  lea rn ing  the
rhy thms o f  the  ocean .
Unders tand ing  the  loca l  rea l
es ta te  marke t  i s  c ruc ia l ,  as  i t s
dynamics  shape  the  va lue ,
demand,  and  oppor tun i t ies  w i th in
any  g iven  a rea .  Wi th  a  f i rm g rasp
o f  these  in t r i cac ies ,  you
t ranscend f rom mere ly  be ing  a
buyer  to  becoming  an  in fo rmed
s t ra teg is t ,  equ ipped  to  make
savvy  dec is ions .

Local
       Real Estate
                       Market
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MarketU n d e r s t a n d i n g  

M a r k e t  T r e n d s :

T h i s  m e t r i c  i n d i c a t e s  h o w  l o n g  h o m e s
t y p i c a l l y  r e m a i n  o n  t h e  m a r k e t  b e f o r e  b e i n g
s o l d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A  l o w e r  f i g u r e  m a y  s u g g e s t
a  h o t  m a r k e t  w h e r e  h o m e s  a r e  s e l l i n g
s w i f t l y ,  w h e r e a s  a  h i g h e r  n u m b e r  c o u l d  p o i n t
t o  a  s l o w e r  m a r k e t .

D a y s  o n  M a r k e t

T o  s t r a t e g i z e
e f f e c t i v e l y ,  i t ' s
i m p o r t a n t  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t
l o c a l  m a r k e t  t r e n d s .
A r e  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  h o m e s
i n  t h e  a r e a  o n  a n
u p w a r d  o r  d o w n w a r d
t r e n d ?  D e t e r m i n e
w h e t h e r  i t ' s  a  b u y e r ' s
m a r k e t ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d
b y  a  s u r p l u s  o f  h o m e s
c o m p a r e d  t o  b u y e r s ,  o r
a  s e l l e r ' s  m a r k e t ,  w i t h
m o r e  b u y e r s  t h a n
a v a i l a b l e  h o m e s .  

I n v e n t o r y

E x a m i n e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
h o m e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r
s a l e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  A
s c a n t  i n v e n t o r y  c o u l d
l e a d  t o  i n c r e a s e d
c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g
b u y e r s ,  w h e r e a s  a  m o r e
a b u n d a n t  i n v e n t o r y
m a y  g r a n t  y o u  g r e a t e r
l e v e r a g e  i n
n e g o t i a t i o n s .

I n v e s t i g a t e  w h e t h e r  h o m e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y
s e l l i n g  a b o v e  o r  b e l o w  t h e  a s k i n g  p r i c e .  T h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  g a u g e  o n  t h e
p o t e n t i a l  s c o p e  f o r  p r i c e  n e g o t i a t i o n .

S a l e s  P r i c e s  v s  L i s t i n g  P r i c e s

L a s t l y ,  c o n s i d e r  e c o n o m i c  i n d i c a t o r s  s u c h  a s
t h e  j o b  m a r k e t ,  a v e r a g e  i n c o m e ,  a n d  s i g n s  o f
e c o n o m i c  p r o g r e s s i o n  o r  r e c e s s i o n .  T h e s e
e l e m e n t s  c a n  i m p a c t  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  m a r k e t ,
a f f e c t i n g  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h o u s i n g  d e m a n d ,
a n d  y o u r  f u t u r e  r e s a l e  p r o s p e c t s .

L o c a l  E c o n o m y
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neighborhoodC h o o s i n g  a

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  y o u ' l l
f a c e  i s  c h o o s i n g  t h e  r i g h t  n e i g h b o r h o o d .
T h i s  c h o i c e  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  s e e k i n g
a r e a s  w i t h  a t t r a c t i v e  h o u s e s ;  i t ' s  a b o u t
d i s c o v e r i n g  a  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  a l i g n s
w i t h  y o u r  l i f e s t y l e ,  v a l u e s ,  a n d  l o n g -
t e r m  g o a l s .

T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l o c a l  s c h o o l s  c a n  i m p a c t
h o m e  v a l u e s ,  e v e n  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h o u t
c h i l d r e n ,  m a k i n g  i t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r
t o  c o n s i d e r .

S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

I n v e s t i g a t e  l o c a l  c r i m e  r a t e s  a n d  s a f e t y
r e c o r d s .  T h i s  d a t a  i s  u s u a l l y  a c c e s s i b l e
o n l i n e  o r  t h r o u g h  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
a g e n c i e s .

S A F E T Y  A N D  C R I M E  R A T E S

E x p l o r e  t h e  l o c a l  a m e n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e ,
i n c l u d i n g  p a r k s ,  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r s ,
l i b r a r i e s ,  a n d  f i t n e s s  c e n t e r s .

A M E N I T I E S

C o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  w o r k ,  s c h o o l s ,
s h o p p i n g ,  d i n i n g ,  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d
a n y  o t h e r  p l a c e s  y o u  f r e q u e n t l y  v i s i t .

L O C A T I O N

C o n t a c t  t h e  l o c a l  c i t y  p l a n n i n g  o f f i c e  t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  a n y  u p c o m i n g
d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h a t  c o u l d  i n f l u e n c e  f u t u r e  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s .

F U T U R E  D E V E L O P M E N T S

I m m e r s e  y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  a n d  d a y s  t o
t r u l y  g a u g e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  a t m o s p h e r e .  E n g a g i n g  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n s
w i t h  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  c a n  o f f e r  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s .

N E I G H B O R H O O D  C U L T U R E
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S t e p p i n g  i n t o  a n  o p e n  h o u s e  c a n  f e e l  a k i n  t o  e n t e r i n g  t h e  s t a g e

l i g h t s .  T h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  s p o t l i g h t e d ,  w i t h  e v e r y  n o o k  a n d  c r a n n y

h a r m o n i o u s l y  i n v i t i n g  a  c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n .  B u t  a s  a  p r o s p e c t i v e

b u y e r ,  h o w  d o  y o u  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a  p a s s i v e  o b s e r v e r  t o  a n  a c t i v e

p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h i s  r e a l  e s t a t e  s h o w c a s e ?  H e r e ’ s  a  g u i d e  t o

s p o t l i g h t i n g  k e y  d e t a i l s  a n d  m a x i m i z i n g  y o u r  o p e n  h o u s e  e x p e r i e n c e .

HouseO P E N

S e t  t h e  S t a g e  w i t h  P l a n n i n g :  B e f o r e
e m b a r k i n g ,  d e v e l o p  a  s t r a t e g y .  I f  y o u r
i t i n e r a r y  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  o p e n  h o u s e s ,  a
m e t i c u l o u s l y  p l a n n e d  r o u t e  i s  i n v a l u a b l e .
T i p :  U t i l i z e  a  m a p  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s e a m l e s s
n a v i g a t i o n  b e t w e e n  l o c a t i o n s .

E a r l y  B i r d  G e t s  t h e  W o r m :  T h o u g h  t h e r e ’ s
n o  o v a t i o n  f o r  p u n c t u a l i t y ,  b e i n g  f i r s t  h a s
i t s  a d v a n t a g e s .  A n  e a r l y  a r r i v a l  a l l o w s  f o r
a  l e i s u r e l y  w a l k t h r o u g h  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y
e x c l u s i v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t
f o r  a n y  p r e s s i n g  i n q u i r i e s .
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S t e p p i n g  i n t o  a n  o p e n  h o u s e  c a n  f e e l  a  b i t  l i k e  s t e p p i n g

o n t o  a  s t a g e .  T h e r e ’ s  a  s p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  e v e r y

c o r n e r  s e e m s  t o  b e  s i n g i n g  i t s  o w n  t u n e ,  i n v i t i n g  y o u  t o  t a k e

a  c l o s e r  l o o k .  B u t  a s  a  b u y e r ,  h o w  d o  y o u  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u ' r e

n o t  j u s t  a  p a s s i v e  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a n  a c t i v e

p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h i s  r e a l  e s t a t e  t h e a t e r ?  H e r e ' s  a  b r e a k d o w n

o f  h o w  t o  s h i n e  a  l i g h t  o n  t h e  m o s t  c r u c i a l  d e t a i l s  a n d  t r u l y

m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  a n  o p e n  h o u s e :

HouseO P E N

S e t  t h e  S t a g e  w i t h  P l a n n i n g :  B e f o r e  y o u  e v e n  h e a d  o u t ,
d r a f t  a  g a m e  p l a n .  I f  y o u ' r e  a i m i n g  t o  h i t  m u l t i p l e  v e n u e s ,  a
w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  r o u t e  c a n  b e  y o u r  b e s t  f r i e n d .  T i p :  U s e  a
m a p  a p p  t o  h e l p  y o u  g l i d e  f r o m  o n e  p l a c e  t o  a n o t h e r
w i t h o u t  a  h i t c h .

E a r l y  B i r d  G e t s  t h e  W o r m :  W h i l e  t h e r e ' s  n o  s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n
f o r  a r r i v i n g  e a r l y ,  b e i n g  p u n c t u a l  d o e s  h a v e  i t s  p e r k s .  Y o u
c a n  t o u r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  a  r e l a x e d  p a c e  a n d  m i g h t  e v e n  g e t
s o m e  e x c l u s i v e  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  t o  a n s w e r  a n y
p r e s s i n g  q u e s t i o n s .

C o s t u m e  M a t t e r s :  O k a y ,  y o u  d o n ’ t  n e e d  t o  d r e s s  f o r  a
B r o a d w a y  d e b u t ,  b u t  w e a r i n g  c o m f o r t a b l e  a t t i r e  i s  k e y .  Y o u
m i g h t  b e  w a l k i n g  a  l o t ,  s o  o p t  f o r  c o m f o r t  o v e r  s t y l e .

T h e  P o w e r  o f  D o c u m e n t a t i o n :
R e m e m b e r ,  d e t a i l s  m a t t e r !  S n a p  s o m e  p h o t o s  o r  j o t  d o w n
n o t e s  a b o u t  w h a t  s t a n d s  o u t .  W h e n  r e v i e w i n g  p r o p e r t i e s
l a t e r ,  t h e s e  i n s i g h t s  w i l l  b e  i n v a l u a b l e .

3 1



HouseO P E N

C u r i o s i t y  D i d n ' t  J u s t  K i l l  t h e  C a t :
H a r n e s s  y o u r  i n n e r  d e t e c t i v e  a n d  a s k
q u e s t i o n s .  E x p l o r e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
h o m e ,  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  t h e
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  o r  a d d r e s s  a n y
c o n c e r n s .  T h i s  i s  y o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y .

A  C l o s e r  L o o k  B e y o n d  t h e  G l a m :
I t ' s  e a s y  t o  b e  s w a y e d  b y  f r e s h l y
b a k e d  c o o k i e s  a n d  a  b e a u t i f u l l y
s t a g e d  l i v i n g  r o o m .  H o w e v e r ,  d o n ' t
f o r g e t  t o  t e s t  f a u c e t s ,  p e e k  i n t o
c l o s e t s ,  a n d  e v e n  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  v i e w
f r o m  e a c h  w i n d o w .

E a v e s d r o p  ( J u s t  a  L i t t l e ) :
W h i l e  i t ' s  n o t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  s n o o p ,
o v e r h e a r i n g  o t h e r  v i s i t o r s  c a n
p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s .  T h e y  m i g h t
n o t i c e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  m i s s e d  o r  r a i s e
a  p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n .

N e i g h b o r h o o d  R e c o n :
A f t e r  t o u r i n g  t h e  i n s i d e ,  w h y  n o t
e x p l o r e  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ?  Y o u r
p o t e n t i a l  f u t u r e  h a u n t s ,  f r o m  p a r k s
t o  c a f e s ,  c o u l d  p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e
i n  y o u r  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .

P o k e r  F a c e  O n :
E v e n  i f  y o u  t h i n k  y o u ' v e  f o u n d  y o u r  d r e a m  h o m e ,  m a i n t a i n  a
n e u t r a l  e x p r e s s i o n .  K e e p i n g  y o u r  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  c h e c k  w i l l
b e n e f i t  y o u  d u r i n g  n e g o t i a t i o n s .
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D e c i d i n g  o n  a n  o f f e r  p r i c e  c a n  b e  o n e  o f

t h e  m o s t  n e r v e - w r a c k i n g  s t a g e s  o f  t h e

h o m e - b u y i n g  p r o c e s s .  I t ' s  a  d e l i c a t e

b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  s e c u r i n g  a  g o o d  d e a l  f o r

y o u r s e l f  a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  a n  a t t r a c t i v e

p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e l l e r .  L e t ' s  b r e a k  d o w n

t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  m a k e  y o u r  o f f e r  s t a n d

o u t :

O f f e r i n g  a  P r i c e
f o r  a  H o m e

M a r k e t  R e s e a r c h  i s  Y o u r  C o m p a s s :  B e f o r e
m a k i n g  a n  o f f e r ,  i t ' s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s t u d y
r e c e n t  s a l e s  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  h o m e s  i n  t h e
a r e a  ( o f t e n  t e r m e d  " c o m p s " ) .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h
w i l l  g i v e  y o u  a  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  v a l u e ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  g u i d e
y o u r  o f f e r .

K n o w  Y o u r  B u d g e t :  I t ' s  e a s y  t o  g e t  c a r r i e d
a w a y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  a  p r o p e r t y  y o u  l o v e ,
b u t  i t ' s  c r i t i c a l  t o  k n o w  y o u r  f i n a n c i a l
c e i l i n g .  R e m e m b e r ,  h o m e o w n e r s h i p  e n t a i l s
a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e s  s u c h  a s  p r o p e r t y
t a x e s ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e .

C o n s i d e r  t h e  H o m e ' s  C o n d i t i o n :  T h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  h o m e  c a n
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f l u e n c e  y o u r  o f f e r .  H a s  i t  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  u p d a t e d ,  o r
d o e s  i t  r e q u i r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e n o v a t i o n s ?  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  s h o u l d
a f f e c t  y o u r  i n i t i a l  b i d .

U n d e r s t a n d  t h e  S e l l e r ' s  P o s i t i o n :  T h e  d u r a t i o n  a  p r o p e r t y  h a s
b e e n  o n  t h e  m a r k e t  c a n  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s e l l e r ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o
n e g o t i a t e .  I f  t h e  h o m e  h a s  b e e n  l i s t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  w i t h
l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  s e l l e r  m a y  b e  m o r e  r e c e p t i v e  t o  l o w e r  o f f e r s .
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B E  C O M P E T I T I V E ,  B U T  R E A L I S T I C :

I n  a  s e l l e r ' s  m a r k e t ,  l o w - b a l l  o f f e r s
m i g h t  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  d i s m i s s e d .  W h i l e
e v e r y o n e  a p p r e c i a t e s  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  i t ' s
c r u c i a l  t o  e n s u r e  y o u r  o f f e r  i s
c o m p e t i t i v e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t
m a r k e t  d y n a m i c s .

C O N S I D E R  I N C R E M E N T A L
N E G O T I A T I O N S :

I t ' s  u n c o m m o n  f o r  a  s e l l e r  t o  a c c e p t  a n  i n i t i a l
o f f e r  o u t r i g h t ,  s o  b r a c e  y o u r s e l f  f o r  s o m e
n e g o t i a t i o n .  D e t e r m i n e  y o u r  s t r a t e g y  f o r
c o u n t e r o f f e r s  b e f o r e h a n d  a n d  d e c i d e  a t  w h a t
p o i n t  y o u ' r e  r e a d y  t o  w a l k  a w a y .

A s  a  p r o s p e c t i v e  h o m e o w n e r ,  y o u r  o f f e r  i s  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n i t i a l  s t e p  i n  s e c u r i n g  y o u r  c l a i m
t o  a  p r o p e r t y .  A  w e l l - r e s e a r c h e d ,  t h o u g h t f u l ,
a n d  r e s p e c t f u l  o f f e r  s e t s  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a
s m o o t h e r  n e g o t i a t i o n .  I t ' s  n o t  s o l e l y  a b o u t  t h e
n u m b e r s ;  i t ' s  t h e  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  c o u n t s .

Navigating the Art of the Deal

S e e k  G u i d a n c e  f r o m  Y o u r  R e a l  E s t a t e
A g e n t :  L e v e r a g e  y o u r  a g e n t ' s  e x p e r t i s e .
W i t h  t h e i r  k e e n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m a r k e t
t r e n d s ,  t h e y  c a n  p r o v i d e  e s s e n t i a l  a d v i c e
o n  c r a f t i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  o f f e r .
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M a p p i n g  t h e  L a n d s c a p e :

C l a r i f y i n g  B o u n d a r i e s :

H i g h l i g h t i n g  E a s e m e n t s :

P r o p e r t y  S u r v e y s :
                     W h y  a n d  W h a t ?
N a v i g a t i n g  t h e  r e a l m  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  i n v o l v e s  s i f t i n g  t h r o u g h
e x t e n s i v e  p a p e r w o r k ,  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  a n d  l e g a l i t i e s .  A m i d  t h i s  c o m p l e x
l a n d s c a p e ,  t h e  ' p r o p e r t y  s u r v e y '  s t a n d s  o u t .  B u t  w h a t  m a k e s  i t  s o
c r u c i a l ?  L e t ' s  d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  s u r v e y s  i n
e n s u r i n g  s e a m l e s s  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n s .

A  p r o p e r t y  s u r v e y ,  a t  i t s  c o r e ,  i s  a k i n
t o  a  d e t a i l e d  m a p .  I t  d e l i n e a t e s  t h e
b o u n d a r i e s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d
s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  a  p r o p e r t y .
C o n s i d e r  i t  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b l u e p r i n t
t h a t  d e l i n e a t e s  e v e r y  e s s e n t i a l
e l e m e n t  o f  y o u r  l a n d .

E v e r  h e a r d  s t o r i e s  o f  f e u d i n g
n e i g h b o r s  o v e r  a  m i s p l a c e d  f e n c e ?  A
p r o p e r t y  s u r v e y  p u t s  a n  e n d  t o  s u c h
d i s p u t e s  b y  c l e a r l y  d e f i n i n g  p r o p e r t y
l i n e s .  T h i s  c l a r i t y  e n s u r e s  t h a t  y o u
k n o w  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  y o u ' r e  p u r c h a s i n g
a n d  p r o t e c t s  a g a i n s t  p o t e n t i a l
b o u n d a r y  d i s a g r e e m e n t s .

E a s e m e n t s ,  o r  r i g h t s  o f  u s e  g r a n t e d
t o  e n t i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r o p e r t y
o w n e r  ( l i k e  u t i l i t y  c o m p a n i e s ) ,  a r e
m a r k e d  o n  a  p r o p e r t y  s u r v e y .
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e s e  c a n  p r e v e n t
f u t u r e  c l a s h e s  a n d  e n s u r e  y o u ' r e
a w a r e  o f  w h o  m i g h t  n e e d  a c c e s s  t o
p a r t s  o f  y o u r  p r o p e r t y .
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A  N e c e s s i t y  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t :

I n f l u e n c i n g  V a l u e :

P r o t e c t i n g  Y o u r  I n v e s t m e n t :

U n e a r t h i n g  H i d d e n  I s s u e s :

P r o p e r t y  S u r v e y s :
                     W h y  a n d  W h a t ?

D r e a m i n g  o f  a d d i n g  a  p o o l  o r  e x p a n d i n g  y o u r  h o m e ?  A  p r o p e r t y
s u r v e y  i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .  I t  c a n  d e l i n e a t e  w h e r e  y o u ' r e
p e r m i t t e d  t o  b u i l d  o r  m o d i f y ,  e n s u r i n g  y o u r  r e n o v a t i o n s  c o m p l y
w i t h  l o c a l  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  z o n i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s .

T h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a n o m a l i e s ,  a n d
r e s t r i c t i o n s  h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  a  s u r v e y
c a n  i n f l u e n c e  a  p r o p e r t y ' s  m a r k e t
v a l u e .  B e i n g  a w a r e  o f  t h e s e  d e t a i l s
c a n  e q u i p  y o u  w i t h  l e v e r a g e  d u r i n g
p r i c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

B u y i n g  a  p r o p e r t y  i s  a  m o n u m e n t a l
i n v e s t m e n t .  T h e  s u r v e y  a c t s  a s  a n
i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y ,  e n s u r i n g  y o u ' r e
w e l l - a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  e v e r y  f a c e t  o f
y o u r  p u r c h a s e ,  e l i m i n a t i n g
u n f o r e s e e n  s u r p r i s e s  d o w n  t h e  r o a d .

W h e t h e r  i t ' s  a n  o b s c u r e d  o l d  s t r u c t u r e  o r  a  n e i g h b o r ' s  s h e d
e n c r o a c h i n g  o n  t h e  l a n d ,  a  p r o p e r t y  s u r v e y  b r i n g s  t o  l i g h t  a n y
d i s c r e p a n c i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  a n d  i t s
o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s .
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H o m e  A p p r a i s a l  P r o c e s s

A n  a p p r a i s a l  i s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  u n b i a s e d  e s t i m a t e  o f  a  h o m e ' s
v a l u e .  I t  i s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a  l i c e n s e d  a p p r a i s e r  w h o  a s s e s s e s  t h e
p r o p e r t y  b a s e d  o n  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  p h y s i c a l
f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  h o m e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  a n d
c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  t r e n d s .

L e n d e r  R e q u i r e m e n t

M o s t  m o r t g a g e  l e n d e r s  r e q u i r e  a
p r o p e r t y  a p p r a i s a l  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e
l o a n  a m o u n t  t h e y ' r e  o f f e r i n g  a l i g n s
w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  a c t u a l  v a l u e .  T h i s
s a f e g u a r d s  t h e m  f r o m  l e n d i n g  m o r e
m o n e y  t h a n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  w o r t h .

B u y e r  P r o t e c t i o n

T h e  a p p r a i s a l  a l s o  a c t s  a s  a
p r o t e c t i o n  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  b u y e r s .  I t
e n s u r e s  t h a t  y o u  a r e n ' t  o v e r p a y i n g
f o r  a  p r o p e r t y .

S e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  A p p r a i s e r

O n c e  a  p r o p e r t y  i s  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t ,
t h e  l e n d e r  t y p i c a l l y  s e l e c t s  a  s t a t e -
l i c e n s e d  o r  c e r t i f i e d  a p p r a i s e r  t o
c o n d u c t  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n .

P h y s i c a l  I n s p e c t i o n

T h e  a p p r a i s e r  v i s i t s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o
c h e c k  i t s  c o n d i t i o n ,  s i z e ,  f e a t u r e s ,
a n d  a n y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  o r  d e f e c t s .
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C o m p a r a t i v e  M a r k e t  A n a l y s i s

R e p o r t  C o m p i l a t i o n

H o m e  A p p r a i s a l  P r o c e s s

A n  a p p r a i s a l  i s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  u n b i a s e d  e s t i m a t e  o f  a  h o m e ' s
v a l u e .  I t  i s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a  l i c e n s e d  a p p r a i s e r  w h o  a s s e s s e s  t h e
p r o p e r t y  b a s e d  o n  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  p h y s i c a l
f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  h o m e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  a n d
c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  t r e n d s .

B y  a n a l y z i n g  r e c e n t  s a l e s  o f  s i m i l a r
p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  ( k n o w n  a s
" c o m p s " ) ,  t h e  a p p r a i s e r  g a u g e s  t h e
h o m e ' s  v a l u e  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e
l o c a l  r e a l  e s t a t e  m a r k e t .

A f t e r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  a p p r a i s e r
c o m p i l e s  a n  a p p r a i s a l  r e p o r t ,
d e t a i l i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  v a l u e  a n d  t h e
f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h a t  a s s e s s m e n t .
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W H A T  I F ? ? ?

 T H E
A P P R A I S A L
C O M E S  I N

L O W ?

T H E
A P P R A I S A L
C O M E S  I N

H I G H E R

If the appraisal value
is lower than the
offer, it can pose

challenges. Options
include renegotiating

the price with the
seller, challenging
the appraisal, or, in

some cases, the
buyer might opt to

cover the difference
in cost.

If the appraised
value comes in

higher than the offer
price, it's a bonus for
the buyer, indicating

they might be
getting a deal.

However, the seller
is under no

obligation to adjust
the price based on a

higher appraisal.
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H o w  t o  U n d e r s t a n d  R e v i e w
P u r c h a s e  A g r e e m e n t s
A h ,  t h e  P u r c h a s e  A g r e e m e n t  –  t h a t
c r i t i c a l  d o c u m e n t  n e s t l e d  w i t h i n
t h e  h e a r t  o f  e v e r y  r e a l  e s t a t e
t r a n s a c t i o n .  I t  m i g h t  l o o k  d a u n t i n g
w i t h  i t s  l e g a l  j a r g o n  a n d  i n t r i c a t e
c l a u s e s ,  b u t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i t  i s
i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  e v e r y  h o m e  b u y e r .
L e t ' s  s i m p l i f y  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  a
P u r c h a s e  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  h e l p  y o u
n a v i g a t e  i t s  c o n t e n t s  w i t h
c o n f i d e n c e .

W h a t  i s  a  P u r c h a s e  A g r e e m e n t ?

I n  t h e  s i m p l e s t  t e r m s ,  a  P u r c h a s e
A g r e e m e n t  i s  a  b i n d i n g  c o n t r a c t
b e t w e e n  t h e  b u y e r  a n d  s e l l e r ,
o u t l i n i n g  t h e  t e r m s  a n d
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  s a l e .
I t  e n s u r e s  b o t h  p a r t i e s
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a n d
o b l i g a t i o n s ,  s e t t i n g  t h e  s t a g e
f o r  a  s m o o t h  t r a n s a c t i o n .
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K e y  C o m p o n e n t s  
t o  L o o k  F o r

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  s h o u l d  c l e a r l y
i d e n t i f y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n
q u e s t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  b y  i t s  a d d r e s s
a n d  a n y  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t
d e s c r i p t o r s .

P r o p e r t y  D e t a i l s

T h i s  i s  t h e  a g r e e d - u p o n  p r i c e
y o u ' l l  p a y  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  i s
t y p i c a l l y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
p r o m i n e n t  d e t a i l s .

P u r c h a s e  P r i c e

T h i s  i s  t h e  g o o d  f a i t h  m o n e y  t h a t
i s  h e l d  i n  a n  e s c r o w  a c c o u n t  a n d
a p p l i e d  t o w a r d s  c l o s i n g  c o s t .
T h i s  c a n  b e  r e l e a s e  i n  c e r t a i n
s c e n a r i o s .

D e p o s i t  o r  E a r n e s t  M o n e y

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e
t a r g e t  d a t e  f o r  c l o s i n g  t h e  s a l e ,
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e
c l o s i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .

C l o s i n g  D e t a i l s

T h i s  s e c t i o n  l i s t s  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e
i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  ( l i k e
a p p l i a n c e s  o r  f i x t u r e s )  a n d  i t e m s
t h a t  a r e  e x c l u d e d .

I n c l u s i o n s  a n d  E x c l u s i o n s

T h e s e  a r e  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o r
a c t i o n s  t h a t  m u s t  b e  s a t i s f i e d
f o r  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  b e  b i n d i n g .
C o m m o n  e x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e  h o m e
i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  f i n a n c i n g
c o n t i n g e n c i e s .

C o n t i n g e n c i e s
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T h i n k  o f  e s c r o w  a s  a  n e u t r a l  t h i r d - p a r t y  g u a r d i a n  t h a t  h o l d s  o n t o
s o m e t h i n g  o f  v a l u e  ( u s u a l l y  m o n e y )  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  I n
r e a l  e s t a t e ,  i t  e n s u r e s  t h a t  a l l  p a r t i e s  p l a y  f a i r ,  h o l d i n g  f u n d s  s e c u r e l y
u n t i l  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  m e t .

P e a c e  o f  M i n d

K n o w i n g  y o u r  m o n e y  i s  i n  s a f e  h a n d s  p r o v i d e s
a n  a d d e d  l a y e r  o f  c o m f o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  w h a t  c a n
o f t e n  b e  a  n e r v e - w r a c k i n g  p r o c e s s .

EscrowR o l e  o f

S e c u r i t y

W i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u m s  i n v o l v e d ,  y o u  d o n ' t
w a n t  t o  r i s k  a n y  f o u l  p l a y .  E s c r o w
e n s u r e s  f u n d s  a r e  r e l e a s e d  o n l y  w h e n  a l l
t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  a r e  s a t i s f i e d .

O p e n i n g  E s c r o w

O n c e  y o u  a n d  t h e  s e l l e r  a g r e e  o n  t h e  t e r m s ,  a n
e s c r o w  a c c o u n t  i s  o p e n e d  w i t h  a  n e u t r a l  t h i r d
p a r t y .

D e p o s i t s

T h e  b u y e r  p l a c e s  t h e  a g r e e d - u p o n  e a r n e s t  m o n e y  i n t o
t h e  e s c r o w  a c c o u n t ,  s i g n a l i n g  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t .

D o c u m e n t  V e r i f i c a t i o n

T h e  e s c r o w  a g e n t  v e r i f i e s  t h a t  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  p a p e r w o r k ,  s u c h  a s  l o a n
d o c u m e n t s  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  i s  i n  o r d e r .

C l o s i n g  t h e  D e a l

O n c e  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  m e t ,  f u n d s  a r e  r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  s e l l e r ,  a n d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e
p r o p e r t y  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  b u y e r .
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U n d e r s t a n d i n g  C l o s i n g  C o s t s
a n d  F e e s

A s  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  y o u r  h o m e - b u y i n g  j o u r n e y  a p p r o a c h e s ,  y o u ' l l
l i k e l y  h e a r  t h e  t e r m  " c l o s i n g  c o s t s . "  W h i l e  y o u r  p r i m a r y  f o c u s
m i g h t  b e  o n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  h o m e ,  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e s
d e s e r v e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o o .  L e t ' s  u n w r a p  t h e  m y s t e r y  b e h i n d
c l o s i n g  c o s t s  a n d  t h o s e  e l u s i v e  h i d d e n  f e e s .

W h a t  A r e  C l o s i n g  C o s t s ?
S i m p l y  p u t ,  c l o s i n g  c o s t s  e n c o m p a s s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e x p e n s e s  t h a t
a r e  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  t h e  p r i c e  o f  y o u r  p r o p e r t y .  T h e s e  a r e  i n c u r r e d
d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e s ,  o r  " c l o s i n g , "  o f  y o u r  r e a l  e s t a t e
t r a n s a c t i o n .  T y p i c a l l y ,  c l o s i n g  c o s t s  r a n g e  f r o m  2 %  t o  5 %  o f  t h e
p u r c h a s e  p r i c e .
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P r i v a t e  M o r t g a g e  I n s u r a n c e  ( P M I ) :  I f

y o u r  d o w n  p a y m e n t  i s  l e s s  t h a n  2 0 %

o f  t h e  h o m e ' s  p u r c h a s e  p r i c e ,  y o u

m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  o b t a i n  P M I .  I t

p r o t e c t s  l e n d e r s  i n  c a s e  a  b o r r o w e r

d e f a u l t s  o n  t h e i r  m o r t g a g e .

1 .

H o m e o w n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( H O A )  F e e s :

I f  y o u r  n e w  h o m e  i s  w i t h i n  a

c o m m u n i t y  g o v e r n e d  b y  a n  H O A ,  y o u

m a y  h a v e  t o  p a y  i n i t i a l  f e e s  o r  d u e s .

2 .

C r e d i t  R e p o r t  F e e :  Y o u r  l e n d e r  m a y

c h a r g e  y o u  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  a c c e s s i n g

y o u r  c r e d i t  r e p o r t .

3 .

N o t a r y  F e e s :  T h e r e  i s  o f t e n  a  s m a l l

f e e  f o r  t h e  n o t a r i z a t i o n  o f

d o c u m e n t s .

4 .

C l o s i n g
C o s t s

L o a n  O r i g i n a t i o n  F e e s :  T h e s e  f e e s  a r e  c h a r g e d  b y
y o u r  l e n d e r  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  y o u r  m o r t g a g e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

1 .

A p p r a i s a l  a n d  S u r v e y  F e e s :  T h e s e  f e e s  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t s
o f  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  h o m e ' s  v a l u e  a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e
p r e c i s e  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s . .

2 .

T i t l e  I n s u r a n c e :  T h i s  o n e - t i m e  f e e  e n s u r e s  t h e
p r o p e r t y  i s  f r e e  f r o m  a n y  p o t e n t i a l  o w n e r s h i p
d i s p u t e s .

3 .

H o m e  I n s p e c t i o n  F e e s :  T h i s  f e e  c o v e r s  t h e  c o s t  o f  a
p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  c o n d i t i o n .

4 .

P r o p e r t y  T a x e s :  B u y e r s  o f t e n  n e e d  t o  r e i m b u r s e
s e l l e r s  f o r  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e p a i d .

5 .
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T h e  C l o s i n g  P r o c e s s :
W h a t  t o  E x p e c t ?
A f t e r  m o n t h s  o f  s e a r c h i n g ,  n e g o t i a t i n g ,  a n d  w a i t i n g ,  y o u ' r e
f i n a l l y  a t  t h e  f i n i s h  l i n e :  t h e  c l o s i n g  p r o c e s s .  I t ' s  t h e  l a s t  h u r d l e
b e f o r e  t h e  k e y s  t o  y o u r  d r e a m  h o m e  a r e  i n  y o u r  h a n d s .  B u t  w h a t
d o e s  t h i s  f i n a l  s t a g e  e n t a i l ?  L e t ’ s  d e m y s t i f y  t h e  c l o s i n g  p r o c e s s
f o r  y o u ,  s t e p  b y  s t e p .

W h a t  i s  ' C l o s i n g ' ?
C l o s i n g ,  s o m e t i m e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " s e t t l e m e n t , "  m a r k s  t h e  f o r m a l
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  w h e n  p r o p e r t y
o w n e r s h i p  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  s e l l e r  t o  t h e  b u y e r ,  a n d  b o t h
p a r t i e s  f u l f i l l  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t .

W h a t  H a p p e n s  o n  C l o s i n g  D a y ?

A  l o t !  H e r e ' s  a  s i m p l i f i e d  b r e a k d o w n :
F i n a l  W a l k t h r o u g h :  T h i s  i s  y o u r  l a s t  c h a n c e  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e
p r o p e r t y  a n d  e n s u r e  a n y  a g r e e d - u p o n  r e p a i r s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e
a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  c o n d i t i o n  h a s n ' t  c h a n g e d .
S i g n  D o c u m e n t s :  E x p e c t  a  s e a  o f  p a p e r w o r k .  Y o u ' l l  n e e d  t o  s i g n
l o a n  d o c u m e n t s ,  t h e  d e e d ,  a n d  m u l t i p l e  d i s c l o s u r e s .  A n
a t t o r n e y  o r  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  t i t l e  c o m p a n y  w i l l  b e
p r e s e n t  t o  g u i d e  y o u . 4 6



The necessary documents for closing on a home may vary
depending on your specific situation and location, but here's a
general list of documents you can expect during the closing
process.

Closing

A legal document that proves ownership of the property. Make sure you
have the original or a certified copy

PROPERTY DEED

PROPERTY SURVEY
A document showing the legal boundaries of the property, including
any improvements or encroachments

TITLE INSURANCE POLİCY
his document protects the buyer and lender against any claims or
disputes over the property's title

MORTGAGE PAYOFF STATEMENT
A document from your mortgage lender that shows the outstanding
balance of your mortgage and any fees associated with paying it of

TRANSFER TAX DECLARATIONS
Documents required by local or state authorities for tax purposes
when transferring ownership of the property

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION (HOA) DOCUMENTS
If applicable, provide the buyer with copies of HOA bylaws, rules,
financial statements, and any other relevant documents

PROPERTY TAX STATEMENT
A document showing the current property taxes and any unpaid
amounts or liens

D O C U M E N T S

M a t t  &
C a r r i e
C a r p e r

Matt: 402-250-0491

carrie.carper@betteromaha.com

REALTORS

Carrie: 402-943-7719

matt.carper@betteromaha.com
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The necessary documents for closing on a home may vary
depending on your specific situation and location, but here's a
general list of documents you can expect during the closing
process.

Provide copies of recent utility bills to help the buyer understand the
costs associated with maintaining the property

UTILITY BILLS

HOME WARRANTY
If offering a home warranty, provide the buyer with the warranty
documentation and contact information for the warranty company

SELLER'S DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
 A legally required document in which you disclose any known issues or
defects with the property

PEST INSPECTION REPORT
 If required by the buyer or their lender, provide a copy of the pest
inspection report

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY OR COMPLİANCE
 If required by local laws, provide the buyer with the certificate that
confirms the property meets local building codes

RECEIPTS FOR REPAİRS OR İMPROVEMENTS
Provide the buyer with receipts for any repairs or improvements made to
the property, especially those requested during the inspection process

FINAL WALKTHROUGH
A list of items the buyer should review during the final walkthrough
to ensure the property's condition has not changed since the initial
inspection

D O C U M E N T S

M a t t  &
C a r r i e
C a r p e r

Matt: 402-250-0491

carrie.carper@betteromaha.com

REALTORS

Carrie: 402-943-7719

matt.carper@betteromaha.com
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The necessary documents for closing on a home may vary
depending on your specific situation and location, but here's a
general list of documents you can expect during the closing
process.

Closing

A detailed accounting of all the financial transactions between the
buyer, seller, and lender, including credits, debits, and the final amount
due at closing

CLOSING STATEMENT OR SETTLEMENT STATEMENT

BILL OF SALE
A document that transfers ownership of any personal property
included in the sale, such as appliances, window treatments, or
outdoor furniture

KEYS, GARAGE DOOR OPENERS, AND SECURITY
CODES
Ensure you have all keys, garage door openers, and security codes
ready to hand over to the buyer at closing

CONTACT INFORMATION
Provide the buyer with a list of important contact information, such as
utility companies, local schools, and emergency services

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS

D O C U M E N T S

M a t t  &
C a r r i e
C a r p e r

Matt: 402-250-0491

carrie.carper@betteromaha.com

REALTORS

Carrie: 402-943-7719

matt.carper@betteromaha.com
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Testimonials

-LİNDY MARCHESE

Matt has sold us a few properties and has been the most professional
and kind realtor we’ve ever dealt with. He helped with our last property
and has continued to help after the sale. He has became a friend of ours
and we trust him 100%. Matt will give you all of the info you need and do
any research you’re looking for. He has a massive network and an
incredible reputation. We look forward to working with Matt in the future
for buying or selling!

-JULİAN IVEY

I had the pleasure of working with The Carpers to sell my old home and purchase
my new home, and I highly recommend them to anyone looking to buy or sell a
home. They were incredibly knowledgeable about the local market, and  took the
time to understand my needs and goals. They were always available to answer my
questions and provide me with helpful advice. They were also great negotiators,
and helped me get the best possible deal on my home. Matt is so helpful and
involved that he was helping to do things I never even realized a realtor will help
and do for people. I couldn't be happier with my experience working with them, and
I would definitely using them again in the future.

-ALBA LİZARRAGA

Matt & Carrie went above and beyond to help me get the house listed. I took ALL
of their advice, they had no problem helping me prep the house. They were there
every step of the way. They aren’t just realtors they are friends. They genuinely
care about their clients and do what it takes to get the job done. I can’t thank you
both enough from the bottom of my heart. I would highly recommended them
they are super knowledgeable on what’s going on in the market. Any questions I
had they would get back to me immediately.
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