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Baksheesh, the Arabic word for “tip” or “bribe”, is based on an
Algerian octatonic scale with intervals of 1-1/2-1-1/2-1/2-1/2-1 1/2-1/2.
In combination with the meter, 13-8, and the use of Middle Eastern
and African ethnic percussion instruments, this gives the piece a
sense of being from another part of the world in much the same way
that a film score sets the locale. While the harmonic content is
primarily Western, the melodic flavor is that of the East.

The “sing” notation, as in measure 2, is intended to be a tonal chant,
somewhat nasal in character. It is notated in reading pitch for each
instrument so they may play a start pitch when practicing away from
the ensemble. Regardless of the notated octave, each individual
should sing in their most comfortable register.

Tempo should not blur the sixteenth note passages. If a bit slower
tempo will result in greater accuracy, it would be the preferred choice.

At measure 17, the percussion multiple low toms or small bass drums
(not with marching band battery dead muffling) need to have
presence and clarity without dominating the texture. More may be
added on the part for tonal body.

In measures 41-68, allow tempo and line shaping to be espressivo
and emotive. Vibe mallet choice and instrument placement should be
chosen for color distinction and balance with the woodwinds. Strive
for simple purity from 41-57 and tonal resonance and depth at 60.

The Dumbek (also known as Derbuka) is an essential color for
Baksheesh. Modern metal shell instruments with tunable synthetic
heads are available for very modest cost. Try Lark In The Morning for
a variety of sizes.

While the Djembe is not an instrument of northern Africa and the
Middle East (nor are trombones, oboes and the rest), its use here is
for texture and depth of percussive sound without always using
western orchestral instruments.
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*Tom part may be doubled further for more body,
not to make it louder
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