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Rasputin

The general concept for Rasputin came to me
several years ago, but did not become a reality until
2012. The original outline had twelve scenes. This
realization started to be a suite of five of those scenes,
later edited to the four presented here. Rasputin
depicts the somewhat odd, sometimes maniacal,
duplicitous nature of the shadowy, mysterious
character of Rasputin, moving among the realms of
the clergy, the royal family and debauchery.

Born on 10 January 1869, in the small Siberian village
of Prokovskoe, Gregory Efimovich Rasputin was in
constant trouble with the authorities, known for his
drunkenness, stealing and womanizing. Rasputin was
drawn into the Russian Orthodox religion by the
Skopsty, a renegade sect that believed the only way
to reach God was through sinful action, “sin to drive
out sin.” He excelled at this, being known as “...one of
the biggest sinners of the province.” After a trip to the
holy land, Rasputin was on to St. Petersburg in 1902.
There his stories captured the attention of the high
Russian clergy.

A few years later, Rasputin worked his way into the
royal court and became a confidant of the Czarina
Alexandra, some saying that their relationship went
far beyond that of advisor. Only his ability to control
the bleeding of the Czar’s son Alexis’ hemophilia kept
him protected from the Czar.

Other members of the Romanov family were
understandably concerned as to the effects of undue
influence of someone not from the inner circle. As the
story goes, the Czar's cousin, Grand Duke Dimitri
Pavlovich and Prince Felix Youssoupov created a plot
to eliminate Rasputin. After being lured to
Youssoupov's Petrograd palace on the Moika canal,
Rasputin was drugged, poisoned, beaten and shot.
Still alive, Rasputin was then wrapped in a carpet and
pushed under the ice of the canal to finally die by
drowning.

Rasputin is in four distinct movements:

The Mad Monk

The Mad Monk is intended to give a sense of the
dichotomy of Rasputin’s cult of

personality from the manic, evil to the pious.
Kontakion of the Dead, an Orthodox hymn, is
incorporated, first stated in the trombones as if a
Russian men’s choir. It is then embellished by the
other voices before the return of the manic motive and
the conflicted conclusion.

The Entry of Czar Nicholas and His Court

A royal procession is evoked with distant fanfare
figures interspersed with quotations of the opening of
the hymn “God Save The Czar,” familiar to us from its
use by Tchaikovsky in his 1812 Overture and March
Slave. The procession arrives with the full statement
of the fanfare in trumpets, trombones and horns. The
woodwinds state the complete Czar's hymn in
embellished form before the jubilant conclusion.

The Mesmerization of Czarina Alexandria

The seduction of the Czarina by Rasputin is pivotal in
the demise not only of Rasputin, but also the
Romanov dynasty. The two begin as separate voices,
one influencing the other until they eventually merge.

30 December 1916, The Death of Rasputin

The conflict and violence of that night's events, the
poisoning, beating and shooting of Rasputin, play out.
He eventual drifts in and out of consciousness as life
ebbs, with memories of the past coming in short

flashes. This gives way to the last heart beats, ... and
then silence below the ice.

Notes to the Conductor

The percussion parts need to be approached very
melodically. While there are military style parts in
movement Il, all the others need be played with a
sense of musical line over that of technique and often
with great transparency.

There should be clearly defined musical colors
throughout the ensemble. There is not one moment
that is intended to be musically “gray” or opaque.

l. The conflict motive, first stated at m 13, the
Rasputin theme at m 22 in the English Horn
and then the Orthodox Hymn in the
trombone choir at m 42 appear through the
piece in various incarnations.

Il. The placement of the field and tenor drums,
all of which should be tuned to imitate early
20" Century instruments, are to be placed
at the front corners of the stage or, facility
permitting, just off the stage in side aisles or
galleries. The audience should feel as if
they are watching the procession of the
Czar approach and then envelop them.

[I. The woodwinds and metallic percussion
instruments should shimmer as the voice of
Rasputin in the solo Bassoon hypnotizes
the Czarina, voiced by the solo flute, their
two minds coming closer together until they
finally become one, under Rasputin’s spell.

IV.  The ruthless (Spietato!) attacks on Rasputin
by members of the court are first plotted
and then, starting in m 224, executed in all
their violence, culminating in the final
strokes in mm 257-263. The final memories
of the dying Rasputin play out to the final
heartbeats in mm 295- to the end.

Composer Bio

Kenneth Snoeck has retired from a thirty-five year
teaching career, the last twenty-three of which were at
Lake Park High School in Roselle, IL. While at Lake
Park, Mr. Snoeck’s concert bands toured to Moscow,
Russia in 1997, performing concerts with the band of
the Russian Defense Ministry. In 2000, the concert
bands toured France, performing a joint concert with
the French Navy Band in Toulon. The Lake Park Wind
Ensemble was also an lllinois Superstate concert
band contest participant on multiple occasions.

Mr. Snoeck received Bachelor of Science in
Education and Master of Music degrees from Central
Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant, MI. In 1973, Mr.
Snoeck was awarded the College Band Director’s
National Association “Best Original Manuscript for the
Biennium 1971-1973 composition prize for
“Scaramouch”, Symphony No. 3 for Winds and
Percussion. He was inducted into the Bands of
America Hall of Fame in 2004 and awarded an
honorary doctorate from VanderCook College of
Music in 2008.

Since retiring from full time teaching in 2004, Mr.
Snoeck has devoted his time to music composition,
arranging and adjudication, traveling to Canada and
across the United States as a judge for band events.
He lives in suburban Chicago with his wife Pamela.



Instrumentation

Winds Percussion-7 Players
Piccolo 5 Timpani
Flute 1 Vibraphone
Flute 2 Marimba
Xylophone
Oboe 1 Crotales (Two Octaves)
Oboe 2 Tubular Bells/Chimes
English Horn Orchestra Bells/Glock 1
Orchestra Bells/Glock 2
Eb Soprano Clarinet Triangles, Graduated (4)
Bb Clarinet 1 Snare Drums, Graduated (4)
Bb Clarinet 2 High Toms (4)
Bb Clarinet 3 Low Toms (4)
Bb Clarinet 4 Concert Bass Drums, Graduated (2)
Bass Clarinet Large Tamtam
BBb Contrabass Clarinet (for C Bsn) Suspended Cymbals (3)
Crash Cymbals
Bassoon 1 Large Field Drum (2)-NO KEVLAR
Bassoon 2 Tenor Drum (2)
Contra Bassoon (Contra Cl sub) Finger Cymbals (Thick)

Bb Soprano Saxophone
Eb Alto Saxophone 1
Eb Alto Saxophone 2
Bb Tenor Saxophone 1
Bb Tenor Saxophone 2
Baritone Saxophone

F Horn 1
F Horn 2
F Horn 3
F Horn 4

Bb Trumpet 1
Bb Trumpet 2
Bb Trumpet 3
Bb Trumpet 4
Bb Trumpet 5
Bb Flugelhorn 1
Bb Flugelhorn 2

Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3
Bass Trombone

Euphonium 1
Euphonium 2
Tuba

String Bass






Rasputin
Part 1
The Mad Monk

Kenneth Snoeck (ASCAP)

72

I k.
[N LA
ﬁ\\\-\, 3]
L,
ot A,
WA
N
TTNA N Mm £
5. 8
S [
M >W ATTTN ER1 Y
M M M A AT
AL A J || ma
A A
Al (%L A A Y
L,
Al (o] L,
k.
AL A A Ik
M | ./
|| I
| Ju
W .| ®
A A | Al |8
il L Ju
| || Ju
| || Ju
| J
Al (% l N A%
%wm 0[] 0 ||||1648 ,@ﬁ 0y ?ﬁ S :?ﬁ ol ||| ool z?ﬁ ?m H ey Hhey o8| &
MM M M 108 1E8|
by vw= v\=
NA Jx .
R v/l v/ N
108 k.
1 9
. 9
A ] I
. k.
ik, ik,
A, A,
TT™A e f s, f
Al A A A A A A ) A A [JUN A N N -
Bt Bt X Bt X I Bt Bt | X Bt |K gl k3 L
FYTNAAL JYTIRAL N
AT AT
i >_HHJ AT Jl
Al
MTIdA TN TINA TTM A TN A TN TN TN s TN TTM|A e TN il 4 B 4
-9 A |9 A Iy
|aL] A
A8 AT
[©]
[TT™A ¥ o]
el sl
AW AlaL
JIIE Y A8
H N
NA il bl fot
T M TR o L il M M Y MTNA N Asl Al T
M M M | || Ju |
. [
Wi u | |
™A (| \ s A B E
1N ||
AL Al {8
AN A 5l =)
TT™A ™y g 41
AleL A
A8 AT
A A L
o TT™A o
JENT TN EES iES dhey |3 R RS R 5|8 s A R AR TR
M M M L, L,
AR B v s v
A o] ik,
A
Al | M‘.
e \ Plaisi
i i
Jul
\ [ fmJ uﬂ =
19
Ak,
AN ML My ¥ Y
YL 1. ey
M !
il '5NG
A
A
i) g
AN TR
158
.
TT™A I
A ® AT
—yﬁ
Ju
.
A N S N
- L -
I N e
ALl 2 v
A 2 | ® ny ﬁ £
I
@» A,
[ H N n
g |Ws
sl
5
g
TTNA e fmJ H, AT
3 2
g y 3
B 8| £
o} . =
A 2N s 2|4
T T T [ 2] =
NSRS S
1 IOl
= (] H 2|
eMie | e Ry
° S <B
= s 5
5 [
N o H g g .ﬂwmwww
~ ~ NA 8 8 a ﬁ
! L : L
Runyl Runyl Runyl Runyl Runyl Runyl Runyl Runyl Runyl Runyl S Runyl nunl Runyl Runyl Runyl [Sunyl [aunyl Sunyl Runyl Susyl [Saxal [Sasyl [Sanyl [Sasyl [Suyl [Sanyl [Susyl [Saxal [Susyl [Sasyl Sunyl Sunyl Sunyl Runyl Sunyl [Susyl [Saal [Sanyl [Sasyl [Sanyl [Sasyl N TN A.A.M. [Sanyl Ll S
NEP NEP NP NP DNER NEP NP NP NP NP N e e e e NP NP NP NP NP NI NI NEPNER NP NP NP NP NP N ;B e e e NP NP ;™ en [y [y e ¢ H TIE * |F F
o o o c il -~ < M -~ o~ c [o N} -~ (3] -~ o~ @ o~ < -~ o~ el < w o ™ [} -~ o -~ N @ 13 c [} -~ o ™ < w
° b b 5 w A N R 2 S cc c - @ & N - c o 1) S c
8 2 2 ] 8 £ £ L] @ & @ £c s § S ] 2 2 2 2 S w Loou = @ @ & & & o 2 2 s £ £ 3 € E 8 = S s s § s §
2 = =2 2 Es] = c o - K} o o 3 ag S S S S o c £ c £ c c - - - 5 S S £ 2 2 2 2 £ s B B ‘B o B
a [ [ 8 o 5 8 = £ < £ o 2 2 g 3¢ s s s S S = s < c = = £ £ £ E £ £ 5 3 3 5 5 2 [S I @ 2 2 8 2
S = 2 ko] = T @ © © o} s 9 <] <] 9] = 5 S 5 S 2 Q 1} 15} 1} £ S 5 = =) o < < g S 2 2 o 3 2
2 K] £ £ 3 £ 2 @ @ £ ] X X % % ) g T 2 = g g =3 3 =3 o g g I 2 2 s s @ s 5 5 5 5 S
u © 8 k] 5 5 @ 5 ] ] ® @ o E E 5 5 5 = 2 = w i o & & e 2 &
© o 3 o o 2 2 5 5 5 [ [ = = = 8
< < 5] 5] s
= = 3

Copyright © 2013 Kenneth Snoeck

All Rights Reserved



> _—

£E

Z—_

£E

RASPUTIN-PART 1

e

£
£

>

2 Eep

[ — ]

>
=

=

b

>

£

i
o
Ll
AL
i
i
A
S

gﬁ
‘\F‘gg [y

-
2

A
A

»L

1
J

£

Jp—

= . —

.

—

el

pr —
> >

3
>
=

&

H

3 LgJ
v

=

o

ﬁS

£

Eieseie

£

£
33
hiig

==
== o &

S ———
> ==
 ——
> > > T

P

P
=R ]

3— L3
K;EA L3J
= >
o
e —
K;SA LXJ
e —
e fotes
K;EA L3J
s
_ >
WS sgle @
Ha bl
Habolf
i

n
ES
I
1
™

,#; = = =
'#; dpts o

[ S—
[ S—
33— LgJ

[—

>
=

™

2z
o

== ™
£

T3 LgJ
7

£

>
==

Bipns He

e

>

Bip: He

jr—

>

C_3—1 Lz
T

=
=

Fl

o TANd

Jagadd

A
Ay

;ﬁi\

fp—_
£

> =

—

3
>
=

L= L= =
o tesbe s

H

l;34 L3J
:>
> =

: EE

T

3

te 255
= > > >
foiabe s
2o
4
)
]
L,

[ S———y |
v

Ziee

£

=
== g
>

T3 3
332

=

ATTN

-
—
r

fp ——
S
Jfp ———
> =T
m<
—

el // B
= fp——

e

S —

>=>="=

oo
[y
[y

>>>=

>
>

P

P
3
=
i
bt
bt
fee
r
b
=

oo
i

> >u=
i
i
3
3
> > >>
-
> > >>
> > >>
fo—of

-
P
T
iy

Hf
'#; u= = >

e
TF—— \;34‘#34

[ S " Sy "o
T3 J L 3 JC 3 7 g7
T3 C—g 33

> > > > =2 > ===

=
>
=

At

4

Tyt g1 g1 g—T g1

==l

»
T3

¢

ATTN

™
™~

™
aca
aca

Vi d
=z o5
_

> == — T~

Loteo

Mp

P
=Ry ]

[y
eppl

[ — ]
b

>

> s>

>

\;34 L3J
>

e

l;ﬁA L3J
=

oo o
>
foto o
I 3
>
>
WS igle @
poi i
poi i

f
1f
f

e

Pleuz 3 3
L3 LgJ
Pleizis B
L_3—1 LgJ

[ S—

>
=

r
ol 1o
%o

— ————|

337

i
i
i
i
i
be =

o o
i

>
>>>>>>
T3

ATTN

m —_—
pj; J—

i/

> == T~

.

‘—34.@

3

_i o

ooy

p —— ff
.

="

>>>=

>

>
i B

Peisis s

v

2
b4

b4

=

T

.
r
=

3
i

fo—oHf
i

oo
+#

> >u=
et
>
siee
=
o 3
> >
)
=
> ===
> > >
3

-
T
Py
L.V.

3 L g_Jl_3g 1 L3

e iz s

+f
f

——
[ S " Sy "o
T3 J L3 JC 3 7 g7
T3 1 -3 L3 7 33
> > > > === > ===
T3 g 13T 31

7

Vi
o Hesz 3 3

=
=
=
>
s
>

ATTN

i
=

<

C_3—1 Lz
N

=

iy

Feeps

o ————

335,

£z

gﬁ

&\

1 AN

14 A
W

»

T

FEN

teb

>

33— L3
-
m —_—
= > >
e b &
= >

J—
[ y———

B

£
3
R4

L
[y

ki
Ty

>

P

W= upte B
1z 4ol

f

o 3

-l
i

-
i
i

o ——— |\
- ——
fp ——— b
T3
4= 4t
i,
—
3

> >

’#; = =
>
s
f

[ p— -y
33— L3

u

=

- p—
i

-4

o
=

=
i
ol

ES

o o
R
o

Ca i3

=

ATTN

f>>>>>>

.ﬂlp<

> > >
> > >>
>

for

Ho—oHf
i

i
i
Ho—of

.ﬁ<ﬁ
p —— fFf

> > =

Zo ey

= o

.ﬁ —_—
@ oo

> > ==

3

> ===

i

N 2K
e
i

=

= t

"

-

4
Phess s
-
¥
4

53— 3 1

[ S—y —" So—)
v

[ S— R w—-y—]
’ 4
>

i

-4
.

T

i

oo
oo
i

e i
g

1
e
oo

bhe =

-

.
-

P

>

o
oo

e
=

L=

oo

'"f<j“

P

f

A
{5
7
i
{5

D)

0

7
{5

p s
Z
{25
7
7
i
i
i
7
7
{5
D

(=
{zy
{zy
(=
)
7
7

2
7

rau
7
i
y
i
y

i

7.
7.
7
)
{5
{2
D)
{2y
{2y
7.
{2y
7
7.
{5
D)

E
>
(€}
?
>
@a

>
-

> = ==

7
)
7
)
7
} O
7
)
7
3=
} O

y
2

i
{5
©
y 2
2
{zy
{5
2
{zy
y 2
ik
{zy
i
{5
7
i
{5
y
2.
{zy
7
A
{5
rau
v
rau
7

i
{5

D)
y

i
{zy
rau

0

|

0

|

u

H

0

|

{5

Picc.
Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1
Oboe 2
Eng. Hn.

Eb» Cl.

ClL.1

Cl.2
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Flute 1
Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Eng. Hn.

Eb Cl.

Cl.1

Cl.2

Cl. 3

Cl. 4

Bsn. 1
Bsn. 2
Cbsn.

Sop. Sax.

Alto Sax 1

Alto Sax 2

Ten. Sax. 1

Ten. Sax. 2

Bari. Sax

Horn 1

Horn 2

Horn 3

Horn 4

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tpt. 5

Tbn. 1

Thn. 2

Tbn. 3
B. Tbn

Flug. 1
Flug. 2

Euph. 1

Euph. 2

Tuba

S.B.

Timp.

L.FD

L.TD

R.FD

R.TD
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