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ALERT

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Just received some itinerary

information that indicates
Mom and I will be flying from Cape
Town to East London, South Africa
on July 31st. Here's a link to some
images of East London:

https://www.google.com/search?q=
east+london+south+africa&rlz=1C1G
GRV_enUS751US752& source=Ilnms&t
bm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjJos
HP8IPVAhUL8GMKHRom-
CjsQ_AUIDCgD&biw=1366&bih=638

More details to come!
Love,

Dad and Mom




JULY 20 }
MTC Pics

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Here are some great photos

from the new teaching build-
ings at the MTC. Tremendous teach-
ing facilities filled with light and
truth! The Spirit we feel here is mar-
velous! Our testimonies have been
strengthened and our spiritual bat-
teries rejuvenated. We love you and
so appreciate your love and support!
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Tid Bits

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

*1. Word of the week:* "giddy,"

make (someone) feel excited
to the point of disorientation. * Ex-
ample:* Mom and I are just about
giddy when we think we will be
boarding an airliner tomorrow and
head clear across the globe.

*2. Quote of the week: *

"Revenge is like drinking poison and
hoping your enemy will die." -Nelson
Mandela

*3, Scripture of the week:*

And thus we see the great call of
diligence of men to labor in the vine-
yards of the Lord; and thus we see
the great reason of sorrow, and also
of rejoicing—sorrow because of
death and destruction among men,
and joy because of the light of Christ
unto life. -Alma 28:14

*4. Joke of the week:*

Two elderly people were watching
TV.

*Wife:* Will you get me some ice
cream?

*usband:* Sure, sweetheart, what
kind?

*Wife: *Some chocolate. But, will
you also put on some nuts? And,
don't you think you should write this
down so you don't forget?
*usband:* Heck no, I can remem-
ber that.

*Wife:* Also some whipped cream
on the ice cream. Please write it
down so you don't forget.
*Husband:* No, I can do this!
*Wife:* Write it down or you will
forget!

*Husband:* No, trust me, I can do
this.

A few minutes later, the husband re-
turns with a plate of scrambled eggs

and ham.

*Wife (looking at him in amaze-
ment):* I told you, you needed to
write it down. Where's the toast?

*5. Bee's Knees Award:* Can you
ride 209 miles on a bike in three
hours? Probably not. Well, this guy
can't either, but, he did doitin 9.5
hours. He is a great father, a great
example of the gospel and a hard
worker. He strives for excellence. He
loves his wife and children dearly.
He is generous, charitable and help-
ful without needing or wanting to be

recognized. He shows great wisdom
for his young age and tries to under-
stand people. He is lacking in upper
body strength and touts a wide part
in his hair. He has his priorities in
order. Everybody likes him. Daniel,
you are the Bee's Knees, brotha!!!

*6. Gospel question of the week: *
Where do we go in the scriptures to
understand what the "Doctrine of
Christ" is?

*7. If I were you (advice to grand
kids): *If T were you, I would read
from the Book of Mormon every day.




Constant study of that book will
bring you closer to the Lord and
help you become converted to
Christ. Try it. I think you will like it.

*8. What I learned this week:* Hav-
ing a testimony is knowledge. Being
converted to Christ is continually
"doing."

*9. What I am grateful for:* I love
the MTC. What a great spirit there.
The instruction for missionaries is
fabulous. The facilities are unsur-
passed. The sacredness of the cam-
pus and the work is pervasive. The
missionaries leaving to their fields of
labor are set apart with authority
and filled with power.

*10. My goal for the week:* My goal
last week was to absorb as much as
possible in the MTC. Mission accom-
plished. My goal this week is to write
a personal email to each of the par-
ents in our family.

*11. Photo of the week: * Senior cou-
ples from our week in the MTC.

[image: Inline image 1]

We love each of you so very much.
Be worthy of the great blessings of
the gospel. Be converted to the
gospel by "doing" what you are sup-
pose to. Be unselfish and turned out
to others as the Savior was.
And...have fun living the gospel this
week! We'll be talking to you from
the other side next week. (Other side
of the world, not the other side of
the veil.)

Love,

Dad
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News From Cape Town

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Hello from Cape Town, South

Africal We are staying at a nice
bed and breakfast nest the mission
home. We have our first night under
our belt and had a very good sleep.
Went to bed at around 10:30 and
slept until 6 AM. Then, back to sleep
until 7 AM. Had a good breakfast of
scrambled eggs, Canadian bacon,
fruit, toast and a cup of hot choco-
late.

The weather is cool. Even though we
have a heater in the room, we did
not use it last night. Nor did we use
the electric blanket. The mattress
was firm and the covers were
enough to keep us warm through the
night.

Met the office missionaries this
morning, Elder and Sister Andrews
from Gilbert, Arizona (finances and
travel), and, Elder and Sister Hansen

from St. George (autos and housing).
The Andrews lived in Arvada on our
same street just before we moved in.
They lived right across from the
Poulsens. Small world!

We purchased a hair dryer and an
electrical adapter today. Also, got to
the bank to make sure we had all of
our accounts in order. Credit card
fraud is a huge problem in South
Africa.

Had a great dinner at the Cattle Bar-
ron restaurant this evening with the
Hansen's and the Andrew's. Very
good people.

Tomorrow, we do apartment inspec-
tions in the morning and then, we
learn how to drive in the afternoon.

Right now we are going to bed. We
love you guys and think of you often
throughout the day.

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Lion's Head

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

busy day learning to drive,

getting set up with mission
phones, doing missionary apartment
inspections, lunch at Bread and But-
ter, this evening a walk through a
very high end, super mall called
"Canal Walk", and, Italian dinner.
During my first driving course, I did
not hit any cars or people. However,
I did nail a few curbs.

The picture below is right on the
coast at a high rent district called
"Seaside." Behind us you can see Li-
on's Head. This is a high point over-
looking Cape Town and the place
where Elder William Holmes Walker
and his companions dedicated the
land for missionary work.

We were going to take the gondola
up to the top of Table Mountain, but,
it is down for two weeks for repairs.

Honestly, we feel like we are on an
all expense paid vacation to a very
interesting tourist destination. We
are getting pampered! Part of this is
due to President Lebethoa (lay bet
twa, accent on the "bet" and itis a
short "a" on the twa) is out to outly-
ing areas of the mission doing inter-
views until Sunday. We will meet
him on Sunday at dinner at his
home.

He is 41 years o;d and a convert to
the church when he was in his early
20's. Those that have met him say he
is "on fire." He was the stake presi-
dent in Soweto (near Johannesburg)
when he was called to be the new
mission president. He has 4 wonder-
ful children. We have briefly met his
wife. She is beautiful and very nice.

FYI, there is another senior couple in
East London where we will be work-
ing. They are the Davies. They will be
assigned to one zone and Mom and I

the other. Our lodging will be very
close to theirs. Ours is 44 Hazy Ridge
and they are located at #54. More
details on the lodging when we actu-
ally see what we get on Monday.

We love you and think of you often.
Thank you for your prayers and sup-
port!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Vacation?

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

The reason we are still in

Cape Town is because the
mission president won't be back un-
til Sunday and he wants to meet with
us before we go to our assignment in
East London. Consequently, the of-
fice senior missionaries have been
showing us around.

Today:

Visit to Cape of Good Hope (BTW,
not the furthest point south on the
African continent)

Visit to Boulder Beach where we saw
the rare African Cape Penguin

Visit to the Cecil Rhodes memorial.
This guy made billions in the late
1800's and is the guy noted for
bringing colonialism and prosperity
to South Africa. Rhodesia was named
after him.

Lunch at a cafe overlooking False
Bay

Visit to the Water Front, Victoria and
Alfred harbor and some chocolate
gelato

Tough day!

Tomorrow morning we climb Lion's
Peak. Then the Red Bus tour through
Cape Town. Then early dinner at a
nice restaurant.

FYI, I was wrong about the dedicato-
ry prayer on Lion's Head. It was ac-
tually Signal Hill which is the rear
end of Lion's Head.

We love you people.

Love,

Dad and Mom

Visit to Boulder
Beach where
we saw the
rare African
Cape Penguin

Visit to the
Cecil Rhodes
memorial. This
guy made
billions in the
late 1800's and
is the guy
noted for
bringing
colonialism
and prosperity
to South Africa.
Rhodesia was
named after
him.



Visit to Cape of
Good Hope
(BTW, not the
furthest point
south on the
African
continent)
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Lions Head

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

It has been another interest-
ing, educational and eventful
day in Cape Town:

- Early morning hike to the top of

Lions Head. Even though Mom and I

were up and back in 2.5 hours, it
was a stout hike in parts that made
me cry. Three or four different
places required ladders, chains and
staples (metal foot holds). Mom
was a trooper and did not start to
perspire until we hit the about 100
feet up the trail. Great views of the
city. The rump of Lions Head is
Signal Hill. We will be going there
tomorrow with the AP's and possi-
bly President Lebethoa. They will
definitely mention William Holmes
Walker in their welcome and pre-
sentation.

- Took the Red Bus Tour that gave
us a very good look at some of the

history of Cape Town. Apartheid was
a major problem for so many years.
Nelson Mandela is, of course, a na-
tional hero. One of the attached pic-
tures is of the four Nobel Peace
Prize recipients from South Africa -
Mandela, Dewerk, Bishop Tutu,
and, lethulu. - Went to the Victoria
and Alfred waterfront. Had a deli-
cious meal at the Mug and Bean
restaurant. Also, a giant slice of
chocolate cake that we split be-
tween Mom, Elder Hansen and 1.
Sinful, but que sabrosa! - Went
shopping for an adapter so Mom can
run her new hair dryer. Any elec-
trical items we brought from the
states will not work here with the
exception of the computer, cell
phones, tablets, etc. that are made to
handle 220 volts. However, we still
need adapters for different appli-
ances since they have all kinds of
shapes and sizes of plugs! - We also
bought a potted flower for the Le-
bethoa's tomorrow when we go to

the mission home for dinner after
church.

Our legs are sore and they will prob-
ably feel worse tomorrow. I pray the
rosary every day that I will not have
leg cramps. I have eaten a banana
and taken a potassium pill to help
prevent the dreaded cramps.

There is a severe draught going on in
Cape Town. They recommend we
bathe every other day and limit wa-
ter usage as much as possible (87
liters a day). I'm trying to convince
Mom that showering together is vi-

tally important and is highly sug-
gested by the Cape Town municipal
government. We keep a bucket in the
shower so that "gray water" can be
used to water plants, etc.

The weather today (winter) has been
so wonderful. Perfect for climbing
and sight-seeing. Enjoy the photos.
Remember we love you! We think
about you often and feel so sorry you
can't be on a senior mission like us
people.

Monday, missionary work begins in
earnest. We'll meet the elders and




Elder and Sister Davies. The other
senior couple in East London has
been fixing up our boarding. Howev-
er, we will need to do grocery shop-
ping and get some other supplies for
the flat.

Love,

Dad and Mom

Lions Head



Lions Head
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Same Church as Utah

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

How wonderful to attend

church at the Mowbray Ward
and find that it is the same as
Huntsville, Utah. We had a delightful
sacrament meeting with a black
youth speaker (the mission presi-
dent's son), a great talk from a won-
derful black sister and a very in-
structive talk from a white brother.
We enjoyed the sacrament. We sang
hymns from the same hymnal we
use in Utah. It was a sacred meeting
to renew covenants.

After church we went to the mission
president's house for a delicious
dinner. Mom took a potted flowering
plant. The other office senior mis-
sionaries were there. We officially
met President Lebethoa and his wife
and his four lovely children. We vis-
ited and shared background infor-
mation and received some good in-
struction from him. He is energetic

and a man with good experience in
the church.

BTW, it was Elder Jensen from
Huntsville that called him to be a
stake president in 2010. He remem-
bers the Jensen's and it brought back
good memories.

Below is a picture of a poster that
discusses the history of the church
in South Africa. Note that right at the
beginning is a mention of the first
missionaries into Cape Town with a
picture of William Holmes Walker.

Also, a picture of the Lebethoa
adorable children. Their smiles,
good behavior and ability to speak is
amazing.

The soccer (futbol) arena was made
for the 2010 World Cup. Quite im-

pressive.

After lunch, we went with the

Hansen's up to Signal Hill. Here they
explained a little bit about the mis-
sion and that this was the location
where our great grandfather said a
dedicatory prayer with his compan-
ions, Elders Haven and Smith. After
visiting for a while, I asked if I could
have a few minutes by myself. I went
to a spot overlooking the city and
said my own dedicatory prayer. It
was simple, 'Heavenly Father, we
dedicate ourselves to thee and the
building up of the work here in
South Africa." That is all we want to
do, just roll up our sleeves and help
anyway we can.

After Signal Hill we went over to the
Andrew's flat and had a soup dinner.
It was all vegetables which Mom
loves. Desert was Malva and choco-
late ice cream. Malva is a pudding-
cake. The Hansen's were there also.
Both couples have done so much to
help us.

We love you all. To our children, so
sorry you can't be senior missionar-
ies like us.

Love,

Dad and Monm

The soccer
(futbol) arena
was made for

the 2010 World
Cup. Quite
impressive.




The adorable
Lebethoa
children. Their
smiles, good
behavior and
ability to speak
is amazing.

A poster that
discusses the
history of the
churchin
South Africa.
Note that right
at the
beginningis a
mention of the
first
missionaries
into Cape
Townwitha
picture of
William
Holmes
Walker.
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Tid Bits

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

*NOTE:* I am adding my sib-

lings to Tid Bits from now on.
This will help us get news to other
family as well as our children -
killing two squawking Ibis (African
birds) with one stone. FYI, for my
siblings, Tid Bits is a weekly
newsletter that Mavis and I send out
each week.

*1. Word of the week:* "funicular,"
type of cable railway in which a ca-
ble attached to a pair of tram-like
vehicles on rails moves them up and
down a steep slope, the ascending
and descending vehicles counterbal-
ancing each other. * Example:* Mom
and I walked up to the lighthouse on
the Cape of Good Hope instead of
taking the funicular.

*2, Scripture of the week:*
And now, behold, I say unto you,
that the thing which will be of the

most worth unto you will be to de-
clare repentance unto this people,
that you may bring souls unto me,
that you may rest with them in the
kingdom of my Father. Amen.
-D&C 15:6

*3. Quote of the week:*

[image: “Love should be our walk
and our talk.”—Dieter F. Uchtdorf]

*4. Joke of the week:* A Cape Town
taxi cab driver and a full time mis-
sionary die and both report to Saint
Peter at the pearly gates. Peter takes
the taxi cab driver to a very beauti-
ful, ornate, opulent mansion.

He then comes back to the full time
missionary and takes him to a rather
bland, ordinary and vanilla looking
flat and explains that, "This will be
your residence for all eternity."

The missionary looked confused and

asked, "Why do I get this and that
wild, crazy, half-drunk taxi cab dri-
ver gets a luxurious palace?!"

Peter, replied, "Look, this guy drove
thousands more to prayer than you
ever dreamed of!"

*5. Bee's Knees Award:* This guy is a
genius at math. He is a model exam-
ple of good manners, good behavior
and good study habits. He drives a
loser green Jeep, but the girls still
love him. He is super athletic. He is
planning on a mission and will be an
outstanding servant of the Lord. He

loves his family and parents. He is an
Eagle Scout. He runs a "learn-to-
swim' class in the summer and
makes millions of dollars. Great kid.
David Walker, you are the Bee's
Knees, brotha!!!

*6. Gospel question of the week:*
Who was Alma quoting about prayer
in Alma, chapter 33?

*7. What I learned this week: *Cape
Town use to be known as a "party
mission." President Merrill, who just
went home, was in the military for
years. He changed the reputation

This is Table
Mountain. We
did not get to

take the cable
caruptothe
top because
therideis
down for two
weeks for
repairs. We'll
do it some time
before we go
home. Iconic
landmark for
Cape Town.




and party atmosphere very quickly.
It seems the missionaries are now
focused on the work and good things
are happening all over the mission.

*8. If I were you (advice o grand
kids):* If I were you, I would learn
immediately, that the habits, atti-
tudes and personality you have now
will follow you into the mission field.
You don't wake up in the mission
field or the MTC a new person.
Something not right? Change it now.

*9, What I'm grateful for:* All the
missionaries from all the missions in
the world that have gone before us
and done so much to move the work
along. They made such great sacri-
fices! We have it so easy.

*10. My goal for the week*: [ have an
assignment to go get an electrical
bill credit the mission keeps getting
for an old flat they don't use any
more, switched to the chapel in the
area. Should be a lot of fun trying to
run down the right person to talk to.

*11. Photo of the week:* This is
Table Mountain. We did not get to
take the cable car up to the top be-
cause the ride is down for two weeks

for repairs. We'll do it some time be-
fore we go home. Iconic landmark
for Cape Town.

[image: Inline image 1]

*12. New Boarding Flat:* Wow, did
we luck out. we have a great two
room, two bathroom flat. One bed-
room we use for an office. New ap-
pliances, new paint, stocked with all
kinds of bedding, tableware, etc. We
believe a tender mercy of the Lord. It
just happened to come available a
few weeks ago and the senior couple
were able to secure it for us. It was
for sale, then, when the senior cou-
ple asked about leasing it, done deal!
The two couples in the area have re-
ally knocked themselves out getting
this ready for us. We feel very fortu-
nate and grateful. I tried to upload
some pics, but the cell phone net-
work is having issues this evening.
Give us a couple days.

*13. Work:* Tomorrow morning we
have a zone leadership meeting at 10
AM. We will aslo be getting some
specific assignments. Our Stake is
the East London Stake. The other
stake is still pretty new and inexpe-
rienced. It also includes a lot more of
the outlying areas around East Lon-

don. More details to come.

We love you all very much. Have fun
living the gospel this week!

Love,

Dad and Mom

~16 ~
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Archives

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Daniel,

Our Internet service has been
down a lot and we haven't been able
to access our gmail. I think we can
anticipate more of that while we are
in SA.

I'd like to ask two favors of you:

1. Would you please print off or
in some other way, archive the
emails and Tid Bits I send from
South Africa? I am not a good journal
writer (yet) and I think this might be
one way to preserve some good
memories and experiences.

2. Believe it or not, I forgot to
bring the missionary journal of
William Holmes Walker. Maybe a
couple options here to see how I
could obtain that important record:

a.  Scan the journal page by page
and send me it electronically in PDF
format.

b.  Find my book at the house
(probably in the old office some-
where) and send it to me via FedEx
or DHL. You would have to check on
the price of mailing it. It might be
too expensive that way

The work is moving along well. Our
zone leaders probably average 4
lessons a day. The goal is to find the
very golden of investigators that can
be the priesthood holders and lead-
ers near term.

Thanks for everything. You are so
good to Mom and 1. We love you and
so appreciate all the family support.
Please pass along greetings to your
beautiful family.

Update

Dear family,

We are doing well. Our Internet ser-
vice has been down and it has been
impossible to access Gmail. This is a
short note to basically get you an
idea of our boarding flat. I will be
sending a more detailed email this
evening.

Mom has been down with a cold and
is just now starting to feel better. We
are going out to look at some apart-

ment furnishings and to purchase
some more groceries.

The weather continues to be won-
derful. Wind blows regularly. May
get some rain here on the Eastern
Cape tomorrow.

We had a Mission Leadership Coun-
cil meeting yesterday. It went for
about 4 hours. It is an important
meeting to get valuable information
and direction to the field from the
mission office. I relayed to the zone
leaders in our area (2 zones) the
analogy I heard a long time ago from

Our humble
abode!




Pres. Harold B. Lee about the trees
right next to the irrigation ditch get
plenty of water and growing
stronger and stronger. The trees at
the end of the irrigation row would
be scroungy and weak. e empha-
sized how import it was to get water
(information and direction) to the
end of the row.

I'm going to send photos of our flat
separately. It will be a little easier
and quicker.

We love you very much! Be good
boys and girls.

Love,
Dad and Mom

August 2, 2017
Update

Dear Family,

Today has gone by so quickly! We are
glad that the Internet is back up and
running.

This morning we got up and worked
on getting our Skype set up and our

printer connected. We were able to
do that, get showered and dressed
and in front of our computer by 10
AM for what they call the "Senior
Skype." I affectionately refer to it as
the "Senior Moment."

In this meeting, we have all the se-
nior missionaries online and we dis-
cuss various matters concerning the
missionaries, our duties and review
what was discussed in the Mission
Leadership Council from yesterday.
These meetings have a lot of infor-
mation and Mom and I are trying
our best to absorb and digest it all.

We volunteered to be the "Porters"
for non-US missionaries that what to
get a certificate on how proficient
they are in English. These certifi-
cates are very valuable for these re-
turn missionaries as they can use
them to secure good jobs and further
their education. Basically, for those
missionaries on the Eastern Cape,
we set up a test environment for
them so they can take a written and
verbal test via the Internet.

Elder Davies and Sister Davies are
the other senior couple in East Lon-
don. They were recruited by the

Hansen's who work in the mission
office - both being from St. George.
She has about 40+ years of nursing
under her belt. She is an absolute
blessing for the mission and espe-
cially the Elders in our neck of the
woods. She is 71 years old and a bit
feisty. Body has slowed down a bit,
but, her mind is "full steam ahead."
Her husband says he is just along for
the ride. However, with 30+ years of
building maintenance under his belt,
he is "Mr. Handyman" for our Elders.
He is 79 years old. Today he handed
out a pass-along card to a store
worker and got the referral for our
zone!

We went shopping today for a couple
bookcases, some home supplies and
a few groceries. I drove and we sur-
vived. Actually, the conversion to left-
hand driving has been rather easy.
However, this is only day 2 and there
is a lot more to learn. The mission
stresses the need for the "second
driver" to be alert and to be an active
part of the driving experience. In a
very positive sense, Mom is good at
that. She is the co-pilot and not a
backseat driver.

We are getting settled in. With two

~18 ~

bathrooms, we don't get in each oth-
er's way in the morning. The morn-
ings have been very pleasant and we
don't turn on any propane heat.
Since the homes do not have central
heat or air conditioning, many peo-
ple use a propane furnace. We enjoy
the cool mornings. There is always a
breeze, sometimes a strong wind.

We are counselled to keep our win-
dows closed while we are gone.
Monkeys have been known to come
into houses and virtually ransack
them! We have seen baboons at the
Cape of Good Hope, but no monkey
so far here in East London. We live
in a very secure area, gated commu-
nity. Additionally, we have two sepa-
rate emergency buttons in the house
(the kitchen and the bedroom)
where we can depress them if there
is a problem. Yes, Mom has already
accidentally push the button. And,
yes, the armed response truck did
come out and survey the situation.
No one was shot or harmed.

We will be assigned to the East Lon-
don 3rd Ward. Brother Krull is the
Bishop. We accidentally met his wife
in the grocery store when she saw
our missionary badges. Very nice



sister. Part of our assignment will be
to carefully assist the ward leader-
ship and members, without pushing
ourselves on them. We have also
been counselled to let them do as
much as possible. If we do every-
thing, they do not learn anything.
When we leave, we want them to
keep on doing what they are suppose
to do.

On Tuesday, we will be spending
time with President and Sister Wat-
son. Elder Watson is in the mission
presidency. It will be good to spend
the day with them and get some
more questions answered and re-
ceive more instruction. Plus, we will
go to dinner with them and get a
free delicious meal!

We heard from Bob and Renae
Lewis. They knew President Le-
bethoa when they served in Johan-
nesburg. They love him! President
Lebethoa remembers them and so
enjoyed their friendship. Small,
small, small world in the church!

I am a little shocked at how much
money is spent in the mission field.
Without going into details, it is a lot
- car accidents (the church is self-

insured), furnishings for flats, airline
tickets, cleaning supplies, office
equipment, etc. The church is very
serious about missionary work. You
get the idea that the leaders of the
church are extremely committed to
the Lord's injunction to take the
gospel to the whole world. Mom and
I have been the recipients of a lot of
help, pampering and unselfish con-
cern for us by other senior couples.

We are getting our MagicJack set up.
I am porting my cell phone number
over to MagicJack. As soon as that
happens, we will try giving you a
call.

We love you very much! For our
children, we are so sorry you can't
be senior missionaries like Mom and
I! Thank you for your prayers and
your love and support. They are
needed and greatly appreciated.

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Aug 3 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Happy Birthday to Kathy
Lange. What a beautiful, won-
derful sister!

This morning Mom and I went with
Elder and Sister Davies (the other
senior missionaries in East London)
to do a flat inspection of the zone
leader's apartment. Everything
looked very good. We also looked at
their car and it was standing tall.
The flat inspections are important
since the missionaries can get a little
sloppy now and then. This creates a
health hazard and you can't teach if
you are in bed sicker than a dog.
And...a clean environment is more
conducive to the Spirit.

We did more shopping for our flat.
Our goal is to have this all done by
Saturday midnight. Starting Sunday
we will be thinking of ways to inte-
grate ourselves more into the ward

and missionary work. We have mea-
sured for drapes that mom will pick
out and order soon.

Once we have the drapes up (maybe
before. We do have blinds right
now.) we plan to have an open house
where neighbors can come and greet
the "new Mormons." It will be an in-
vitation to all the complex with the
mandatory light refreshments -
maybe caviar and mimosas?

We have our MagicJack connected
and we can call out, but, no one can
call us until we get my old cell num-
ber transferred or ported to Magic-
Jack. We will have to systematically
make some calls. It would be nice to
call everyone all at once!

Weather is still very pleasant. This is
my kind of winter!

We picked up another pass along
card today. I wish I could say it was

from me, but good old Elder Davies
scored this one. I just received a
stack of cards and will now become
expert at securing missionary leads.
People here are friendly and show a
lot of respect for our name tags. El-
der Davies got a free hair cut the
other day because the lady barber
would not take any money from him
because, "He works for Jesus."

Mom is feeling much better. I'd say
she is about 90% back to normal.
When she gets a cold, it can knock
her for a loop.

We are going to bed now. Long day.
Tomorrow morning are the district
meetings and we will be meeting
more Elders. We will try to remem-
ber names, but a lot of these mis-
sionaries will be leaving on transfers
in another week.

We love you all very much. Keep up
the good work. Keep doing good.

Love,

Dad and Mom
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August 4 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

It has been an interesting day.

We stated out this morning
with zone/district meetings at the
Amalinda church house. It is a beau-
tiful building by South African stan-
dards. The church also owns 25 adja-
cent acres. According to my calcula-
tions, that is enough for a temple!
We just need a few more tithe-pay-
ing members.

The meeting began with Elder
Davies (Sr. Missionary) giving the El-
ders a tip on their cars. Specifically,
making sure there is the correct
amount of air pressure in the tires.
He also mentioned that during the
week he had called a missionary and
the greeting on the other end was,
"peanut butter." He instructed the
missionaries that such a greeting
was childish and inappropriate for
servants of the Lord.

The meeting began in earnest with
Elder Gordon, an assistant to Presi-
dent Lebethoa, welcoming the El-
ders to the meeting. He did a very
good job of comparing the gathering
to the Sons of Mosiah upon meeting
each other after their missions to the
Lamanites. He praised the Elders for
their good work and urged us all to
do better.

As a mission we will be studying and
reviewing the lessons for investiga-
tors (Chapter 3 in PMG "Preach My
Gospel"). Mom and I will be doing
this also. PMG is POWERFUL! That
manual is filled to the brim with in-
spired doctrine, counsel, direction
and teaching. We will turn ourselves
into the "sponge mode" and soak up
as much as possible.

We took a zone picture that I am
hoping to attach to this email. We
have a great group of Elders. Mom
and I attended one of the district

meetings and it was superb. Elder
Manoalibe from Johannesburg was
the district leader. It was so good to
see a native, black member of the
church teach our training and do
such a fine joh. He taught of the im-
portance to teach with the Spirit. I
could not help but think what a great
asset he will be to his ward and stake
when he returns to Jo-burg.

Sister Davies told us a little bit about
his conversion. Everyone thought he
was literally crazy as he was growing
up. He kept hearing voices talking to
him. When the missionaries began to

teach him the restored gospel, he
recognized it as the things he was
hearing in the voices. He says, the
voices are of my ancestors on the
other side telling me to find the
gospel!

This afternoon we bought some per-
sonal items like clothes hangers, yo-
ga mat, etc. We also bought two old-
er style chairs for the living room
that Mom is going to make vibrant
colored cushions for. We also had
some duplicate keys made so if one
of us is locked in the house and a fire
starts, they can get out. You are ac-




We bought a
very nice living
room Lazy Boy
(notarecliner)
chair.

tually locked inside your house for
"safety" reasons. We also bought a
very nice living room Lazy Boy (not a
recliner) chair. It kind of finishes off
the living room.

We also bought a bunch of drapes
for the living room and our bed-
room. Right now we only have some
ugly Venetian blinds that do not do a
very good job. Mom will make the
drapes look like a million bucks!

Mom is still trying to recover com-
pletely from from her cold. Today
pretty well wore her out. So, I went

with the other senior couple to help
go clean the church in another part
of town - our assigned ward, the
East London 3rd Ward. It turned out
that the cleaning crew was us three
senior missionaries, Bishop Kruul's
Family (his wife and five children)
and one other member. [ was given
the assignment to clean the women's
and men's bathroom. Without going
into detail, the smell coming from
the men's toilet about knocked me
over. I think it could have gagged a
maggot at 100 yards! Anyway, I
humbly went about my work and did
a Mavis McKay Stevenson type job

on it. I also mopped a long tile hall-
way.

Mom and I were touched by the good
spirit the Elders had as we met with
them this morning. They are all do-
ing a good job in their respective ar-
eas. I am sure we will get to go on
splits with them at times into some
very poor townships. However, just
like the beginning verses of Alma 32,
some times it is the poor and the re-
jected who will listen humbly and
with real intent. The goal is to find
"father-led families." Also, those
people between 18 and 30. This is a
pivotal time in their lives and the
church has found out that when this
group joins the church, there seems
to be greater retention and future
leadership.

We love you. You are wonderful. We
heard from Michelle that there have
not been any family fights since we
have left home. That is good!

Love,

Dad and Mom



We have a great group
of Elders. Mom and |
attended one of the
district meetings and it
was superb.
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August 5 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Today was P-day and boy, did

we need it. I did push ups and
sit ups first thing (I will not disclose
the number of each of the above-
noted exercises). We had Jungle Oats
(oatmeal) for breakfast and then
went to work.

Mavis Kindly asked me to wash the
living room walls. Since she thinks
she is the senior companion, I natu-
rally said, "yes." The previous owners
put new paint on the walls, but, the
curtain rods and some of the walls
still needed attention. Sister Steven-
son has been busy cleaning and
ironing drapes.

Around 1 PM I went to get some
things that Mom put on her shop-
ping list, For example, picture
frames for a picture of Jesus Christ
and another one for the Johannes-
burg Temple. They are now proudly

displayed on our living room walls.
We were gone for about 4 hours, but
were able to get everything on the
list except for flaky coconut, onion
salt, dried minced onion and quinoa.
Too bad about the quinoa since I
love it so very much (JK).

In the grocery store I found myself
asking several different women
where items might be located. They
were all very nice and I thought how
simple it would be to hand out pass
along cards. Elder Andrews was with
me and at age 79, he handed one out
and got it back with contact infor-
mation. Mom and I need to do that
every day! He is a good example.

When I returned home, Mom had
one panel of drapes up and hung the
drapes in the office. I heated up
some delicious stew that Mom made
yesterday. After we ate, Mom made
some wonderful peanut butter/corn
flake cookies. She wanted to do that

since we will be having the Davies
over for lunch tomorrow after
church. We are having Hawaiian
haystacks and cookies and ice cream
for desert.

We are just about there as far as the
flat goes. we'll get the rest of the
drapes up on Monday. I also need to
figure out how to get Mom's tablet to
sync up with the router. I think I'm
doing everything right. Someone let
me know what to do. I can call you at
a pre-designed time if you want.

This evening, I marked up two Books
of Mormon. I have about 30 verses I
like to scripture chain that do noth-
ing but testify of Christ. Since we
claim the book to be a witness of
Christ, and, since so many people in
South Africa are believers in Christ,
these passages of scripture should
really speak to them. Of course, the
last scripture is Moroni 10:3-5.

We go to our ward tomorrow and
look forward to meeting a lot of
members. The, we need to start
building a plan on what we will do
for ward leaders, members and the
missionaries in our zone. Tuesday
we receive more instruction from a

counselor in the mission presidency
and his wife, Elder and Sister Wat-
son. We truly look forward to that.

We are looking to having an "open
house" of sorts so all of our neigh-
bors can get a chance to meet us -
around 75 households. We will do up
flyers and stick them in their HOA
mail boxes. Of course, light refresh-
ments and Sister Stevenson charm-
ing them like they were her own
family. Should be a good time.
Maybe two weeks from now?

We love you all very much. For our
own children, we are so sorry that
you cannot be senior missionaries
like us!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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August 62017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

We attended the East London

3rd ward this morning. Guess
what? The church in East London is
the same as it is in Huntsville, Utah!
Can you believe it? Of course, it was
that same way when we went to
Aruba, Italy, Scotland, etc.

We arrived early to church as Bishop
Bowen has taught us and had a
chance to meet and greet several of
the ward members. Most of their
names are difficult to pronounce and
remember. However, the warmth
and the smiles meant everything to
us. They are warm and friendly and
what you would expect from a wel-
coming LDS ward.

Mom and I were invited to bear our
testimonies this morning in fast and
testimony meeting. We hope we
were able to connect with the mem-
bers and that they felt our love for

the South African people. We hope
they felt the Spirit as we bore testi-
mony of the truthfulness of the
gospel. The whole time was filled
with members bearing their testi-
monies. It is a mixed ward. How
wonderful to see brothers and sis-
ters of all colors sitting shoulder to
shoulder in church. This scene was
dramatically portrayed as we wit-
nessed two young men blessing the
sacrament - one white, one black.
Likewise, black and white passing
the sacrament.

Sunday school was very good. Great
lesson by Sister Kruul, the bishop's
wife. I thoroughly enjoyed priest-
hood meeting. The lesson was given
by "Brother Mike." I guess his last
name is so hard to pronounce that
people just call him Brother Milke.
He said something in the lesson that
really struck me. We need to be spe-
cific in our prayers. I think I am way
to general and repetitious when I

pray. I need to focus on my prayers
and become a lot more specific with
questions, gratitude for blessings
and direction on what to do.

So far, we have an invite to a good
sister's birthday party. She sells
tourist items and trinkets on the
beach. We also have been invited for
dinner next Sunday to the bishop's
home. We also got an invite to come
over to a member's house, the
Steenbeek's, for luch or just a visit.
The father has recently come back to
church after being away for 10 years.
(His wife says it has been 15 years.)

Definitely some opportunity for fel-
low-shipping.

After church there was a baptism of
Duncan Hutton. He appears to be
about 12 or 13 years old. His parents
gave consent for him to join the
church. His mother is a member, but
his dad, or, mother's boyfriend (don't
know for sure) is not a member. The
grandfather was named after Presi-
dent David O. McKay. His name is
David Oman Mckay Hutton. I had
him show me his driver's license to
prove it. He actually worked in the
States for a while and has been to

Domo Pans?
Or Domo
Software?




Our Senior
Missionary
district from
the MTC.

Huntsville. Anyway, we see an op-
portunity to work with Duncan's fa-
ther, or, mother's boyfriend.

It was fun to meet so many mem-
bers. And, can you imagine in your
mind's eye, Mom meeting, smiling

and getting to know different people.

She has a gentle, pleasant and sin-
cere way about her. I think the East
London members are really going to
love her, big time!!!

I drove to church today and we took
the Davies with us. Driving has be-
come relatively easy for me. The

challenge is keeping a sharp eye out
for crazy drivers and people that all
of a sudden dart across the street.
Mom has been good at keeping us
both alert.

I am amazed at how many BMW's,
Mercedes and Jaguars I see on the
road. Maybe it is just our neck of the
woods, but wow, I see a lot of nice
cars. Supposedly, BMW offered the
church a "great deal" of BMW's for
the missionaries to drive - a better
deal than they got from Chevrolet!
However, the church elected to go
with Chevy. They thought BMW's

would give the wrong image. And,
would you want an 18 year old kid
driving your BMW? No way! They
can be pretty rough on the cars.

We had the Davies over for lunch.
Mom made Hawaiian haystacks. I
was her loyal assistant and was in
charge of chopping up things - green
onion, tomato, pineapple, celery, etc.
Let's face it, she could not have
pulled that dinner off without me! It
was good to have them over and for
us to do something for them for
once. They have been so good and
gracious to us from day 1. Then, we
had ice cream and some delicious
cookies that Mom made last night.
The meal was a hit for the Davies as
they each had seconds.

This afternoon, Mom and I packaged
up some cookies and took them to
our neighbors as an official get-to-
know them meeting. We delivered
the cookies on a real plate so that
they will have to return it to us. We
hope! Our plan is to make good
friends with every one we can in this
complex.

So, an eventful day. A great day to
have attended church and partake of

~26 ~

the sacred emblems of the sacra-
ment. I am going to try to do much
better this week at being a true dis-
ciple of the Savior.

We love you all. Keep all of the com-
mandments and we promise you,
you will be very, very happy. Just do
it and don't argue.

Love,

Dad and Mom

Tid Bits
Dear Family,

*1. Word of the day:* "disparity," dif-
ference. *Example: *The disparity
between the restored Church of Je-
sus Christ and other religions, ac-
cording to Joseph Smith, is that we
possess the Gift of the Holy Ghost.

*2. Quote of the week:*

"Never back up any more than you
have to." -Wise Father

*3, Scripture of the week:*



""But that ye have patience, and bear
with those afflictions, with a firm
hope that ye shall one day rest from
all your afflictions." -Alma 34:41

*4.Joke of the week:*

Q: When did Adam partake of the
forbidden fruit?
A: Alittle before eve.

*5. Bee's Knees Award: *This girl is
totally awesome. She is smarter than
the average genius. She is very ad-
venturesome and brave - like jump-
ing off a high cliff into water. She is
an incredibly beautiful young lady.
She has a very strong testimony of
the gospel and it shows in the way
she talks, thinks and behaves. She
loves her family and is ecstatic that
she now has a little sister to spoil.
She can play the piano like a maniac.
She will do many wonderful things
in her life.Ella, you are the Bee's
Knees, sistah!!!

*6. Gospel question of the week:
*What message from the Angel Mo-
roni did Joseph Smith receive that
referred to a scripture in Malachi?

*7. If I were you (advice to grand

kids): *If I were you I would be super
nice to everyone. Some times, your
smile, your kind words, your helping
hand can make a huge difference in
a person's life. Try it. I think you will
like it.

*8. What I learned this week:* The
world becomes a very, very small
place within the church. We have
been surprised at all the people we
have met that have common friends
and acquaintances. Today [ met
someone, Brother Azola Sibeko, in
priesthood meeting that knew Uncle
Greg and Aunt Sandy from Durban.

*9, What I am grateful for:* I love
hard-working, faithful saints who do
so much to keep a ward going, i.e.,
Bishop Kruul and his family. Wow,
this ward would be having a hard
time without their drive and contri-
butions to the work.

*10. My goal for the week:* Get the
router for our computer and Mom's
tablet checked out. Both the laptop
and the tablet are not synching with
the router like they should.

*11. Photo of the week:* Our Senior
Missionary district from the MTC .

[image: Inline image 1]

We continue to love you all very
much. We pray for you and ask the
Lord's choicest blessings upon you.
He loves each of us and knows what
is best for us. Let's continue to trust
Him and be the best examples of the
gospel we can be. Have fun living the
gospel this week!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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FROM: FElder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

I forgot to attach a photo for

the day. Here is a photo of
Prsident Lebethoa and his family.
Lebethoa is pronounced, "Lay - Bet -
Twau."

~28 ~

Lebethoa
Family
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Aug8th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

We had a very busy day. At 9

AM President and Sister Wat-
son came to the house for MLS
training. The Davies were also here.
The training went for several hours
and finished around 3:30 in the af-
ternoon. Some of what we heard was
repetition from when we met with
the mission office staff in Cape
Town, but we also heard a lot more
and had outlined for us the delin-
eation of assignments between the
Davies and ourselves.

Basically, as it comes to missionar-
ies, we have the following duties:

- Financial coordination for the area
- Flat/boarding inspections for the
Mdantsani Stake (New Stake) - Ve-
hicle Coordinator for the two zones

- Boarding problems, i.e., leases,

changes, landlord issues, etc within
our zone - Welcoming and saying
farewell to missionaries in our zone

At first, we were told that Mom and 1
would be assigned to the East Lon-
don Stake, East London 3rd Ward.
When Elder Watson was going over
our assignments (as told to him by
President Lebethoa, he felt that our
stake and zone assignments should
be switched with the Davies. This
makes a lot of sense as the
Mdantsani Stake requires a lot more
travel and time. Sister Davies is the
nurse for the area (maybe the whole
mission?). She gets very busy with
medical issues and would do best if
she wasn't traveling and spending
time away from her phone and com-
puter. Also, driving at night for her
is difficult.

The Mdantsani Stake is new. It also
covers a lot of township areas. One
branch is approximately 40 miles
away. We will be spending a lot of
time travelling here and there. The
work is going well in these areas, but
there still is a great need for re-acti-

vation and teaching. For example,
classes on "Strengthening the Mar-
riage Relationship," "Temple Prepa-
ration," and "Overcoming Addiction."
If we are asked by the bishop or
branch president from the ward or
branch we are assigned to, we will
teach those types of classes. Howev-
er, President Lebethoa has stressed
that as we teach, we also teach along
side of us the people who will be the
new teachers to take our place.

Bill and Nita Watson are very fine
people. They both were raised in
Arizona, mesa/Glendale area. They

moved to San Diego years ago, but
have spent many years working
abroad - Portugal and Greece. Sister
Watson has worked in the San Diego
Temple for 20 years. President Wat-
son has been a sealer in that temple
for 10 years. They are the type of
people you can grow to immediately
love and appreciate, mainly because
of their love for the gospel and their
dedication to their callings.

We finished up the day with a quick
trip to the ocean front (see photo)

and then to dinner (see photo). The
Davies are the couple closest to the

Ocean Front




Missionary car

camera.

The missionaries can be very hard
on cars. As you can see in the at-
tached pictures, cars can get beat up
pretty bad. The last three accidents
in the mission have been due to oth-
er drivers, not the missionaries.
Usually, the other party hits the mis-
sionary's car and then leaves the
scene. Very few drivers have insur-
ance. The church is self-insured and
pays a pretty penny to maintain its
fleet.

Last night there were two mission-

aries that had their car stolen at gun
point. Unfortunately, that car some-
how did not have a tracking device
on it. All of them do or should have
that type of tracking. So, pray for us
and all the missionaries. I think we
will be going into some scary areas.
You know, kind of like the hood in
Huntsville! We love you very much.
Keep doing good things.

Love,
Dad and Mom

Missionary
cars get pretty
beat up. (Last 3
accidents have
been due to
other cars
hitting the
missionary
car)

Dinner (The

Davies are the
couple closest
to the camera)



yJUVB AUGUST 9 }

Aug oth 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

With our new assignment to

manage the 11 car fleet in our
two zones, I spent time today gath-
ering inventory information and try-
ing to figure out the details of the
job. I received an email from Elder
Hansen in the mission office and he
outlined quite a bit for me. I will for-
ward that email to you so you get an
idea of what we will be doing.

We also bought more things today! I
can't believe how much we have had
to get to make sure we are fully
stocked in our flat. The most impor-
tant thing we bought was a map of
East London. That is a huge help. As
an "Almost Eagle Scout' I can orient
ourselves and get a better idea of
how to get around. I'm getting it
laminated tomorrow.

Thanks to Daniel and Grace for pho-
tographing and emailing pages from

the William Holmes Walker journal.
We are working on our talks for
Sunday and reading again some of
the trials and hardships they had is
amarzing. After the persecution be-
came so great in Cape Town, WHW
decided it was time to go to the
Eastern Province. He had to get over
mountains to get there. We flew over
those same mountains when we
came to East London and I can as-
sure you, it was a Herculean task -
especially with one horse each. Lo-
cals told them they would never
make it without 6 horses. WHW
refers to this miracle as one of the
kind mercies of the Lord in their
work.

They ended up at Ft. Beaufort and
Grahamstown. They eventually make
their way to Port Elizabeth. I can't
remember if they get to East Lon-
don, but I think s0???

Tomorrow we go to King Williams

Town to check out a flat. This is a
ward that will be in our assigned
stake. It might be a ward the Stake
President will ask us to support.
Anyway, it's about 45 minutes away.
It will be interesting. This particular
flat has been seeing huge electric
bills. Having inherited my father's
LAPD genes, I think someone is
stealing their power. We have been
asked by President Watson to inves-
tigate. We 'll see what they Are pay-
ing for the lease and calculate if it is
worth it to move them to a new loca-
tion.

FYI, almost impossible to get out of a
lease. The mission will move elders
if it is unsafe or if there are health
issues. They will continue to pay on
the old lease! Ouch!!! Anyway, it
might be worth it to leave them
where they are and pay the high
electric rate than move them some-
where else and pay two lease pay-
ments each month.

Beautiful sunset this evening. At-
tached picture was taken from the
back deck of the Davies flat. How
would you like to have that every
night?

Sunset




Drapes

Also, Mom did a great job on the
drapes. (See attached photo.) She al-
so put new drapes up in our bed-
room.

While in Provo for our initial train-
ing, we watched a video in the MTC
which was of a talk Elder David Bed-
nar gave on Christmas morning, 2011
to the missionaries, entitled, The
Character of Christ. At one point in
his talk he mentioned that some
times people will reference the
"Martin and Willey handcart ances-
tors." Meaning no disrespect to those
great pioneers, he said that some-

times he thinks, "So what? What are
you doing?" Isn't that a great obser-
vation? What are we doing? We can't
rely on the actions, testimony or ex-
periences of others. We are not go-
ing to ride into the Celestial King-
dom on the coat tails of anyone else.
The most important thing we can do
is roll up our sleeves and go to work,
honor our sacred covenants, be con-
verted to Christ as dedicated disci-
ples and endure to the end.

We love you all so much. Stay loyal to
the Royal!!!

Love,
Dad and Mom

P.S. Andrew and Josh, park the car
and don't let it get scratched.
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Aug 10th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

At 6:20 this morning I took out

the trash. We don't put it out
the night before due to cats in the
area. Around 7 AM there are workers
that come by and pick it all up in a
push cart. After they collect it all, it
is then deposited outside the com-
pound and across the street. Once it
is there, there are poor people that
come and sort through it all. For that
reason, Mom and I separate the wet
garbage from the dry trash, i.e.,
cardboard, plastics, wrappings, etc.
The poor people take that recyclable
material and will make trinkets out
of it to sell on the street. By separat-
ing wet from dry garbage, it makes it
easier for these people to recycle for
us. (See attached photo)

This morning we went with Elder

and Sister Davies to a city about 45
minutes from here by the name of
King Williams Town. The highway

between here and there is quite
good. It was interesting to see the
sprawling townships along the way. I
felt like I was back in Bolivia again as
we saw the tin roof shacks and poor
living conditions.

We were expecting to see a run
down town with dusty dirt roads and
beggars on every corner. Not the
case. There were lots of people, large
(but older) buildings, dozens of
churches and nice roads. It wasn't a
huge town, but big enough for a
ward of the Church.

We went to check out the living
arrangements of the two Elders
working there, Elders Ondrachek
and Monolide. There flat was not
very appealing. It was the lower part
of a house, similar to a walk out
basement without a sliding glass
door, just some windows. It was
dark and felt damp. The biggest
problem was the fact that the mis-

sion was paying a lot of money each
month for the electricity. As it turns
out, the tenant upstairs and the
neighbor behind their house were
getting a free ride each month.

The Elders took us to a different flat
that they want to move to at the end
of the month. It looks much better.
However, Mom would need a couple
weeks to make it presentable to her
standards. When we weighed every-
thing in the balance, it was a good
move for the missionaries. The best
news? Both dwellings are owned by
the same landlord. She will be will-

ing to let the missionaries switch to
the new place and not have to pay
any rent for the old flat.

We also went to the King Williams
Town ward house. It was purchased
by the Church from another reli-
gious organization and then, reno-
vated by the church. It was originally
built in 1925 and the church has
made it look fantastic. (See attached
photos.)

After King Williams Town, we head-

ed back for East London. We
dropped off the Davies and then ran

Trash.




Mom and |
with the Davies
and Elders

Ondrachek and
Monolide.

about a half dozen errands. Mom is a
great co-pilot and helps me stay on
the right side of the road (well, really
the left side of the road). We drive
okay, but you really have to look out
for the other crazy drivers and
pedestrians on the road.

We stopped and purchased gas for
the first time. It is real full service all
the way. They pump the gas, check
the oil, add water to the wiper reser-
voir, check the air pressure in the
tires and wash the front and rear
windows. It was great. After the fill
up and signing the credit card slip,

we tip the guy 5 Rand, or, about 37
cents.

I spent a lot of the day looking at the
car situation in the area and making
sure we have a good inventory
record. Also a little time on my talk
for Sunday. I got our two bookcases
hinged together and got everything
ready to hang our whiteboard. I have
to let the adhesive hooks cure for 24
hours and then, up she goes.

Mom made a delicious dinner of
chicken meat and gravy over mashed
potatoes, and, a very delicious salad.

I topped it off with a few cookies and
1/4th of a Kit Kat candy bar.

We have tested out our Skype with
Annie and it seems to work okay, but
not super great. *PLEASE SEND US
YOUR SKPYE ADDRESS/NAME SO
WE CAN ADD YOU TO OUR CALL
LIST.*

We love you all very much. Thanks
for all you do and your efforts to live
the gospel. It will provide us lasting
peace and true joy. Honest. I mean it.

Love,

Dad and Mom



King Williams
Town Church
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Aug 11th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

This morning Mom and I did

our exercising before we got
ready to go to district meetings. I did
push-ups and sit-ups (the number of
repetitions of each exercise will re-
main undisclosed) and we both went
walking. I walked and Mom did jog-
ging and walking. I do 10 laps around
out little village block which is sup-
pose to be approximately 1.82417
miles. Mom does more.

District meetings were very good.
Since I now have the car assignment
for the two zones, I took pictures of
all the cars (front, driver side, pas-
senger side and rear) and pictures of
the registration that is suppose to be
in each window on the driver's side.
I will have all the regular vehicle in-
formation in a file, but I want to sup-
plement it with photos.

Elder Cole, who is an American, but

comes from Malaysia, gave our
training. He did an outstanding job
of addressing the topic of "Gifts of
the Spirit." We especially liked how
he went to many different scriptures
and PMG to discuss the subject. We
were impressed. Also in the district
were Elders, Gillis, Msali and Wab-
wire.

I took pictures of all the Elders one
by one. Even though some of them
will be getting transferred in a few
days, we figure our paths may cross
again while yet in the mission. Also, I
can place a face with each car that is
being driven by the missionaries. We
did not get back to our flat until after
2:30 PM. On our way home we had to
go by a certain grocery store where
we purchased electricity for one set
of missionaries at their boarding.
The church pays for it and the store
gives us a set of 25 numbers. I text
those numbers to the missionaries
and they enter them into their elec-

tric meter at their home.

At 5 PM we picked up the Davies and
went to clean the East London Stake
Center. I quickly went to work vacu-
uming the chapel before I could get
assigned the restrooms again. Mom
cleaned the downstairs bathrooms.
We were finished in about 1 hour.

Had some good pizza today, 2 Broth-
ers Pizza."

Today, I sent a text to President
Mahlangabeza, the stake president of
the new Mdantsane Stake, about

meeting with him and finding out
what unit we will be assigned to. We
are anxious to get involved at the
ward/branch level and do what we
can without doing everything for
them. We hope to hear from him
Very soonm.

There is a certain tree that grows
here that looks totally fake. (See at-
tached photo) We see them all over
the area. They remind me of a fake
Christmas tree.

Also attached is a photo of where the
East London 3rd Ward meets. We

Thereisa
certain tree
that grows
here that looks
totally fake.
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East London
3rd Ward
building.

told Bishop Kruul about our new as-
signment and he was definitely de-
flated over the news. He and his
counselors had already discussed
how they wanted to put us to work.
We will speak in their ward this Sun-
day and then on to our new assign-
ment.

As I am typing, Mom is out walking
some more in the cool air. It is safe
as we are in a gated community with
a bunch of lode folks here and there
- I mean people older than us.

We love you very much. Be good. Do

good.
Love,

Dad and Mom
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Aug 12th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

*I am shortening the email

distribution list for our daily
updates to just our immediate family
and Uncle Thom's family. We re-
ceived some feedback that maybe
people are not interested in daily
journal entries. Instead, maybe a
weeKly letter to describe a certain
experience or event. We think that is
a good suggestion. If you are on this
email list and don't want to know all
the minutia of the day, just delete
the email as you get them or let us
know to put you on the weekly
email. Either way, the subscription
cost is the same.*

Today was P-day. We spent this
morning cleaning up our flat. Mom
did the bathrooms and I vacuumed,
dusted and worked on getting our
printer to wirelessly sych up with
the computer. Not an easy task with
a router made in China!

The rest of the morning we worked
on our talks for tomorrow. The topic
is, "Pioneers of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young's Day, and, Modern
Day Pioneers."

Around 2:30 we picked up the Davies
and all of us went to Sister Ivy's
birthday party. Wow, our first South
African party and it was quite the
experience. Attached are some pic-
tures. The music was loud and
repetitive, the food a little strange
(not sure exactly what the meat
was?), the MC said "Halelueja" every
other sentence, and, the dancing was
crazy.

The MC was Sister Ivy's sister. The
DJ was her son, Iven. Father, as in so
many cases in African families, is
long gone.

According to President Lebethoa,
the problem of fatherless families
was exacerbated with the imple-

mentation of Apartheid. Blacks were
forced to leave the cites and live on
the periphery in townships. For ex-
ample, you may have heard of Sowe-
to as a township outside Johannes-
burg. It is a southwest township,
hence, SO-WE-TO. Men would leave
their families in the townships and
come into town to work. If the town-
ship was far away, they learned to
stay in other places to save money.
Many times they found new women
to be with and would never return to
their families.

When it was all said and done, Sister

Ivy went all out. She does not make a
lot of money selling trinkets a few
blocks away on the beach front. The
event was catered and she really
went all out to make it a fun time for
all who attended. We wanted to let
her know we cared and coming to
her party meant a lot to her.

We are still waiting to hear back
from President Mahlangabeza about
our unit assignment. Even though
we are getting a little anxious, Mom
reminded me that, "This is Africa."
Things happen a little slower around
here. She consoled me that he was

Food at Ivy's
birthday party
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probably talking and discussing
things with his counselors and
maybe bishops. Her advice, just be
patient.

We love you. Be strong and devoted
to your covenants.

Love,

Dad and Mom

Sister lvy's
birthday party
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Tid Bits

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

*1. Word of the week:*

"aplomb," complete and confi-
dent composure. *Example: *Mom
was the epitome of aplomb as she
gave her talk this morning in sacra-
ment meeting.

*2. Quote of the week:*
*3. Scripture of the week:*

If thou art accused with all manner
of false accusations; if thine enemies
fall upon thee; if they tear thee from
the society of thy father and mother
and brethren and sisters; and if with
a drawn sword thine enemies tear
thee from the bosom of thy wife, and
of thine offspring, and thine elder
son, although but six years of age,
shall cling to thy garments, and shall
say, My father, my father, why can’t
you stay with us? O, my father, what
are the men going to do with you?

and if then he shall be thrust from
thee by the sword, and thou be
dragged to prison, and thine ene-
mies prowl around thee like wolves
for the blood of the lamb;

And if thou shouldst be cast into the
pit, or into the hands of murderers,
and the sentence of death passed
upon thee; if thou be cast into the
deep:; if the hillowing surge conspire
against thee; if fierce winds become
thine enemy; if the heavens gather
blackness, and all the elements com-
bine

to hedge up the way; and above all, if
the very jaws of hell shall gape open
the mouth wide after thee, know
thou, my son, that all these things
shall give thee experience, and shall
be for thy good.

The Son of Man hath descended be-
low them all. Art thou greater than
he? -D&C 121:6-8
*4. Joke of the week:*

If an IRS agent and an attorney were
both drowning, and you could only
save one of them, would you go to
lunch or read the paper?

(or)

Did you hear about the terrorists
who hijacked an airplane full of
lawyers? They threatened to release
one every hour if their demands
weren't met.

*5. Bee's Knees Award:* This kid is a
worker. He is universally like. e
will do anything for you because he

is that kind. His favorite after shave
is diesel fuel. He would like to build
a "Rat Rod" one of these days. He
loves his children and wife and does
a good job of providing for them. He
is a valiant priesthood holder. He is
big, tall and strong as an ox. He owns
a 23 foot trailer and is a camping
maniac. Andrew, you are the Bee's
Knees, brotha!!!

*6. Gospel question of the week:
*Can people of other faiths feel a
witness of the Holy Ghost as they at-
tend their churches?

Attached is
Mom and | at
the big

birthday party!




*7. If I were you (advice to grand
kids):* If I were you, I would learn
and practice good manners. Man-
ners really do matter! This is impor-
tant since the world is looking at you
and making judgments all the time.
You want them to look upon you,
your family and the church favor-
ably. Try it. I think you will like it.

*8. What I learned this week:* Elder
Davies, the other senior missionary
elder in our area, is 79 years old. I
greatly admire his desire to serve. At
that age so many are content to sit
back and run out there time here on
earth. I hope I can be as active and
productive as he is when I get to that
age.

*9. What I'm grateful for: *I have
tried a couple of brands of cookies
here. I don't like them, but, I have
found one generic type cookie that
really does taste good. And, they are
inexpensive compared to the rest.

Actually, there are two flavors; one is

coconut and the other is a short-
bread.

*10. My goal for the week: *Have a
meeting with President
Mahlangabeza regarding our assign-

ment in his stake.

*11. Photo of the week:* Attached is
Mom and I at the big birthday party!

We love you all very much. We think
of you often. Have fun living the
gospel this week!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Aug 14th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

This is not a good time to have

car problems. Our car has
been acting up and it gets worse
each time we drive it. I think the
transmission or ABS is having issues.

We had a brie (barbecue) for the El-
ders in the Mdantsane Zone. Actual-
ly, only one missionary is leaving our
area, but the missionaries wanted to
get together and have a going away
lunch. The Elders purchased the
meat and the senior missionaries
brought the rest. Mom made some
very good cookies, potato salad, veg-
gie plate, 5 boxes of juice and 5 liters
of spring ("still") water.

On the way home, the car was get-
ting worse every kilometer. I decid-
ed we didn't want to go all the way
home and unload the car and risk
coming back only to have the car
breakdown on the highway. We

called Elder and Sister Davies and
asked them to meet us at the dealer-
ship. Fortunately, they had not gone
all the way home yet. On our way to
the dealer, we really did not know if
the car was going to make it. We got
it there, white knuckles and all.

We will get a call from the service
department tomorrow regarding the
problem. If it is minor, we just get it
fixed. If it is a major problem, we'll
call the mission office and see what
Elder Hansen, the fleet manager, has
to say about it.

The car is a Chevrolet Sonic. It is not

a premium, luxury car by any means.

GM is leaving the country, so the
mission is getting rid of all their
Chevys and going strictly with Toy-
otas. Maybe we will get a new car???

We love you very much,

Dad and Mom

Brie (barbecue)
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Aug 15th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

We received a phone call that

the car will not be ready to-
day. Also, if we would pay for what
would have been the 45,000 Km ser-
vice, then, they would count the car
as being under warranty and replace
the coil pack that is bad without any
charge. That is a good deal for us.
They also called and said our front
brakes were down to almost nothing.
Likely report from a dealer! We said
go ahead and replace the pads.

We studied PMG together this morn-
ing. We will be going over the inves-
tigator discussions in Chapter 3 for
the next month or two. What an ab-
solutely marvelous missionary tool. I
would love each of our grandchil-
dren to dig into that book and study
it thoroughly before they go on their
missions. At night we read the Book
of Mormon together.

We walked over to to the local strip
mall and bought a few groceries and
picked up a city map that we had
laminated. The lamination looks very
good, but, the map does not cover
the new area we have been assigned
to! So, tomorrow we will try to find a
map of Mdantsane.

We spent most of today writing let-
ters and managing our social media.
We love the Loyal to the Royal FB
site.

Mom made Tamale Pie for dinner
this evening. Very good except the
olives we bought were not very good.
They are suppose to be "black olives,"
but they look purple and have a
vinegar taste to them.

Below is a picture of the command
center.

We love you.

Dad and Mom Dad

Help

Boys,

I need to know how I can stream
BYU Football here in South Africa.
Go to work on it and let me know
what to do. As you know, this is very
important and should be your high-
est priority on your "to do" list.

Thanks,

City Map
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Aug 16th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

It has been a very busy day in

East London. We started out
this morning at 4:30 AM. We had to
get ready and meet the missionaries
at the stake center and then, over to
the airport to bid "Farewell" to some
Elders and say, "Welcome" to others
coming into East London on trans-
fers.

Elder and Sister Davies had a diffi-
cult time saying goodbye. They have
known these missionaries since they
started their mission and have really
grown to love them. One of our El-
ders went to the mission office to be
an assistant to the president. We like
this. We figure we can have some ex-
tra influence on decisions to be
made when we put in for a new car,
an increase in pay and an upgrade to
the 4,000 square foot flat down the
street.

After the airport, it was to the gro-
cery store with the Davies to pur-
chase food for the Elders we invited
over for lunch. We bought a lot of
food and the dozen missionaries we
had over did a great job of making it
all disappear! Normally we would
not do that, but they had to wait
around until 4 PM for more Elders to
fly in from Cape Town. It was better
to have them at our place than sit-
ting around at the airport.

They are all wonderful young men.
We were very impressed with the
black Elders that will be working in
Queens Town and Mthatha. I drove
one, Elder Tshawne, over to the drug
store to get some cough medicine.
He was very articulate, personable
and enthusiastic about the work. He
also needed his pants mended.

The car was ready at the repair shop.
Sister Davies ran Mom and I down to
the shop and we jumped in our car

to do some errands.

This is where Mom stepped in and
did a marvelous work and a wonder
on pants that appeared to have gone
through World War III. She ended up
repairing two pair of his pants with a
sewing machine that was purchased
by previous senior missionaries for
the area. Mom was in her zone. Un-
fortunately, she had me get a pair of
black slacks that I have so she could
cut out one of my back pockets for
material to sew into Elder Tshane's
pants.

Mom was all over the lunch. She felt
right at home preparing food for the
masses. We had left over tamale pie,
deli meat, rolls, all kinds of fruit,
guacmole, chopped lettice for soft
tortilla burritos, shredded cheese,
chopped tomatoes, etc. I think she
truly enjoyed feeding such fine mis-
sionaries.

The car was ready at the repair shop.
Sister Davies ran Mom and I down to
the shop and we jumped in our car
to do some errands. We had to buy
an electric kettle for a set of Elders
in our zone. Mom also bought me an

Laundry Room
(back porch)




East London
City Hall

apron, a big clue I need to do more
in the kitchen!

After going to the airport at 4 PM to
greet new missionaries (which we
missed by about 15 minutes), we re-
ceived a call from the new stake
president, President Maghangabeza.
He asked if we could meet him at
6:30 at the stake center to discuss
where Mom and I should be assigned
to labor. We arrived early (around
6:05). He arrived late at close to 6:50.
Part of the problem was that he had
to get a ride with some others and
they happened to be a little late

picking him up.

Let me just say, what a delightful
man the stake president is. He is rel-
atively young, maybe in his 30"s and
only a member since some time in
the 90"s. He is a twin, which ex-
plained my natural feelings of admi-
ration for him! He wsa so excited for
us to be in his stake which was just
created in July.

We are assigned to work in the
Mdantsane 1st Ward. However, this
ward will be splitting soon to create
the Mdantsane 4th Ward. The 4th

Ward will be our primary responsi-
bility. We are to report to the 1st
ward on Sunday and then, when the
4th ward is created, start going to
church there with the 1st ward being
a secondary part of our attention.
They are just waiting for the new
bishop that has been recommended
to clear Salt Lake.

We are excited to meet members
and help the bishop where we can.

Below is a picture of the laundry
room ( the back porch). Also, a photo
of East London City Hall.

We love you and pray for your wel-
fare every morning and night.

Dad and Mom
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Journals

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Daniel and Grace,

I think the journals have ar-

rived! We had a call from the
mission office a few days ago that a
package had arrived. We are hoping
to see them here in East London by
tomorrow or Saturday.

Thank you so much for doing this.
We look forward to seeing some of
these areas where WHW had trav-
eled to preach, teach and baptize.

Love,

Dad and Mom

Aug 17 2017

Dear Family,

Rain, rain, rain. Very windy and
rainy today. We spent most of the
day inside. I put together a handout
for the Elders re: the different as-
signments the Davies and we had so
that they will be clear who to call
when something needs attention by
the senior missionaries.

Mom has worked her magic in being
able to make applesauce muffins
when there is no applesauce to pur-
chase anywhere. She boiled the ap-
ples we had and then, smashed them
up and made her own applesauce.
Then, she worked some more magic
and made cinnamon rolls for the El-
ders to have at the district meetings
tomorrow. I sampled one and can
vouch for their wonderfulness. Or,
maybe as missionaries we should

say, "Heavenly Goodness."

The zone leaders came by the house
*around lunch time*, can you imag-
ine that? We had them wipe out
some left over pizza we had and had
them sample several applesauce
muffins. They loved them.

I made several phone calls regarding
information and prices to get dupli-
cate keys made for all the cars in the
zone. Our fleet manager, Elder
Hansen, said we need to get this
done. Even though the Davies are
working with someone to get this

done, I feel like I need to get into the
loop on what is entailed. The lock-
smith I spoke with and that Mom
and I went to see this afternoon said
it would take 1.4K to 1.6K to make ac-
tual, car-computer-consistent keys.
That is around $120. That is cheap
compared to U.S. prices. However,
Elder Davies said he has a guy com-
ing tomorrow to look at each car and
will do it for 400 Rand, or, about $30.
Sounds too good to be true. We'll see
what happens tomorrow??? (Of
course, the Chevy dealership, want-
ed $300!)

Mom's Baking

~46~



Mom was very good at helping with
the driving this late afternoon. We
had two or three close calls. Unfor-
tunately, it was my driving that was
creating the danger! I hope Mom
doesn't develop an ulcer. We made it
home safely without harm or acci-
dent to anyone.

While we were out, we got Mom
some whey protein. Tow large con-
tainers - one chocolate and the other
vanilla. She makes her little choco-
late energy balls as a healthy snack
during the day. The vanilla she adds
to a smoothie or yougart or oatmeal,
etc. Being in Africa, I like to get my
protein from grubs, worms and bee-
tles.

I spent some time reading today in
the journal of William Holmes Walk-
er. Thank you Daniel and Grace for
sending it to me. I got tired just
reading about all the walking he did,
all the sore muscles and blisters, all
the lame horses he went through, all
the persecution and rejection, all the
illness, rain, heat...I think I would
have quit very soon after arriving in
South Africa if I had experienced
what he did. But, somehow he and
his companions persevered and

were able to pick the cream of the
crop and bring them to Utah.

For dinner, we had beer-battered
fish filets and salad. For our an-
niversary (43 years!), she is making
cheesecake with Oreo cookie crust
since we cannot find any graham
crackers. BTW, the Oreo's are made
in Saudi Arabia and don't quite have
the same taste as the real deals in
the USA.

Thank you for your prayers and sup-
port. We love you very much!

Dad and Mom



y{UWBl AUGUST 18 }

Aug 18th 2017 update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

We had district meetings to-

day. We were able to meet and
greet the new missionaries again.
Each zone held combined district
meetings. Today, Elder Clark, our
Mdantsane Zone Leader, gave the
training. He did an admirable job
and made sure his new companion
(not as eloquent, but very much on
target) did his part of the training.

Mom's cinnamon rolls were a smash
hit! The missionaries went crazy
over them.

After zone meeting we met with a
good brother from the East London
3rd Ward. He is the High Priest
Group Leader and had volunteered
to help Mom and I navigate the gov-
ernment bureaucracy in getting an
electric bill (invoice) terminated. The
mission office has been receiving an
invoice every month for a couple

years from the Buffalo City Munici-
pality for an old building we don't
use any longer. The invoice shows a
very small credit.

Because of Brother Mike, we were
able to successfully get the invoice
cancelled from printing each month
- we hope.

We ran some errands to chase down
a chair mat for the office. My office
chair is tearing up the carpet a little
and we don't want that to get worse.
No one has a traditional chair mat.
So, we ended up buying a thin, wo-
ven, rubber-backed mat that we
think will work.

I also purchased a good size plastic
box. maybe 15 X 15 by 3 inches high
with about a dozen compartments in
it to hold duplicate car keys for all
the cars we have in the East London
area. When are keys are eventually
made, I will keep them in this box

for safe-keeping.

The locksmith that Elder Davies
lined up for our district meetings
this morning never showed. I'm be-
ginning to think that what this key
person may have to offer is the
wrong solution. We'll probably have
to go to someone else and have to
spend about $120 per car to get them
made. Times 12 cars is $1,440!!!

We had some good split pea-type
soup this evening that Sister Davies
shared with us with rolls. We also
cut into the Oreo-crusted, baked

cheesecake. It was delicious and just
like home, except without the sour
cream!

It is truly sad to see so many broken
homes. It is unusual to see a home
with a father in the townships. If the
father (if he really is the father) is
there, sometimes it means he is an
alcoholic and that is were he sleeps
off his hangover. Or, it may mean he
is there and living off the little in-
come the woman makes. "Father-led
Families" are what the missionaries
pray for. The gospel can be so won-
derful for their families and they can

Haven Hills
building (the
new

Mdantsane
Stake uses)
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Amanda's
Place

be so wonderful for the church. The
future of the church here in South
Africa is going to be based on so
many of these family-led families.

If any come to East London we think
they can just stay at Amanda's place.
Great view of the ocean. (See at-
tached photo)

Also, a photo of the Haven Hills
building where the new Mdantsane
Stake holds its stake meetings. This
is also where our Zone holds its zone
and district meetings on Fridays.

We love you very much. Be good
children.

Dad and Mom

Christopher W. Stevenson
241 S. 7600 East
Huntsville, Utah 84317
(801) 791-9933
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Aug 19th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Wow, what a day! We left early

this morning to take partin a
Helping Hands Service Project. We
met at the East London 3rd and 4th
Wards church house. There were
about 30 of us. We headed over to an
pre-school/day care type home that
needed cleaning, painting and yard
work done.

Of course, Mom got right to work.
She and Sister Davies found a room
to clean and away they went - walls,
chairs, filing cabinets, floor, furni-
ture...everything. I was drafted to
put some "magnetic door closers" on
long cabinet doors that didn't want
to stay closed. You put a small metal
strip on the door and then, a magnet
embedded in a plastic gizmo that
fastened to the frame of the wooden
cabinet. The idea is that when you
shut the door, the magnet hold the
door in place and shut.

Everyone did a great job and it was
satisfying to help out in that manner.
Hopefully, the person that was tak-
ing pictures with a good camera will
be able to use them for some PR in
the local papers. The PR is good, but
the joy from serving our fellow
brothers and sisters is the big re-
ward.

After the project, Mom and I decided
to go visit a family where the father
has decided to come back to church.
Evidently, he and the previous bish-
op got into a spat over something
very insignificant (the boundaries of
the ward). Horrible excuse to stop
coming to church for 10 years, but
we felt it was important to visit them
and encourage them to keep up the
good work.

We had called them in the morning
and told them we would be coming
around 1 PM. We did not realize they
lived 30 kilometers away from the

airport which is already 40 minutes
away from our flat! They lived way
out there and very close to the ocean
- actually, only 400 meters away on
a small dirt road.

We were planning on a quick visit.
When we got there, Sister Steenbeek
had a large chicken in the oven,
roasted potatoes, veggies and rice
and some pumpkin cooked like a
squash of some kind. Anyway, it was
a whole meal and a half. Mom loved
it.

The home is hard to describe. They

are part of a cluster of homes well
off the beaten path. It is actually a
retirment type community of maybe
40 homes. Their home has been a
project over the last 17 years with
several rooms added on here and
there. Most interesting though, were
all the animals. There were 5 or 6
dogs. One was a border collie and a
very nice, smart dog. At least 5 cats,
maybe more. One owl, a parrot, 2
parakeets, a coca til and who know
what else. All these animals were in
the house with exception of all the
dogs except one that was a small,
older dog and was hand fed.

Beach




Owl

The meal was good. However, when I
sat down there was a cat laying right
next to my plate. Right before we
started to eat, Sister Steenbeek had
her husband, Rollo, remove the cat
from the table. As you can well
imagine, Mom was having a quiet,
minor comfort level issue to the ani-
mals, cat and dog hair everywhere,
etc. She never let on to the host and
hostess about her dislike for animals
ruling and roaming the home.

After dinner, we drove down to the
beach. No one in sight! We walked
along the seashore and found all

kinds of lovely sea shells, Mom
found what appears to be a Nautilus
shell, Rollo was ecstatic because it
was unbroken and a rare color. We
took pictures of it because he
thought it might be a new, yet undis-
covered species! Mom is going to
make it a conversation piece here in
our flat. I want to sell it because it
could be worth millions of dollars.

Coming back to the home, we had
fresh cooked guava in a sugary
syrup, topped with custard pudding
made from sweetened condensed
milk. Then, we had some kind of a

custard pie. All of it was very good,
but the pie was very tasty. Really,
three deserts? Of course, no com-
plaints from me!

How nice of these people, who from
all appearances did not have a lot of
money, to go so far out of their way
to prepare this meal for us! Such is
the generosity and kindness of the
saints in East London. If only WHW
had such a reception from the peo-
ple in Cape Town.

Attached are photos from the day's
activities. Enjoy.

We love you more today than yester-
day.

Dad and Mom



Helping Hands
Service Project
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Aug 20th 2017 _update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

We have had a delightful Sab-

bath day. We attended our as-
signed ward, Mdantsane 1st Ward. It
is a beautiful building surrounded by
township homes as far as the eye can
see. (Photos attached)

Bedsides the missionaries, there was
only one other white couple in the
congregation. Attendance today was
good at approximately 150 people. As
I have mentioned before, this ward
is splitting and there will be a new
ward, the Mdantsane 4th Ward. The
stake president, President
Maghangabeza, wants us to focus on
the new ward as our first priority
and then, consider the Mdantsane
1st ward as our secondary ward.

We had the chance to meet many of
the members. They were all very
nice and welcoming. Some of the
names are very different and it will

take some time to get them under

our belt. They are humble, testimony-
believing members of the church. It
was an honor to be among them and
enjoy the blessing of partaking of the
sacrament in this part of the world.

Three good speakers. There were
two priests administering the sacra-
ment with four deacons passing. All
with their white shirts and looking
good. One of our young missionar-
ies, Elder Mllne, played the organ.
The chorister was really getting into
the music with a little swaying and
bobbing up and down. She did great!

Sunday School was well-attended. It
is so great to see so many brethren
attending church. The instructor
was a black return missionary from
2012. He is now married and did a
wonderful job teaching the class. He
was well-prepared and spoke with a
great voice and confidence - a good
example of what a strong native

African can do to help his ward upon
returning from a mission. He spoke
about a third of the time in Khosa so
many of the older sisters in the class
could understand. Mom and I, along
with two other class members, were
asked to bear our testimonies of
Joseph Smith.

During priesthood meeting the bish-
op asked to speak with Mom and I in
his office. Basically, he welcomed us
and said they will gladly use us to
help the ward grow and learn. He in-
vited us to come to the bishopric
meeting on Friday so we can discuss

with his counselors who on their
ward roster we can start to visit and
help to "reactivate." Bishop Jade
(pronounced "jaw-dah") is a very
kind, humble man. His wife men-
tioned to him this morning that a
problem members would like some
instruction on is "debt." He thought
maybe we could address that topic
some time in a class or fireside type
environment.

We spent a little time driving
through the Mdantsane area. It is
hard to express how big this town-
ship is. It is sprawling government-

1&




built housing. Where the govern-
ment housing isn't, settlers have
started their own shacks made of tin
and crates, wood and other materi-
als. A government home is basically
arectangular size home with a front
door and two windows to each side.
Maybe a two bedroom home with no
bathroom. There is usually an out
door enclosure as an outhouse.

On the way home, we passed the
Johnson and Johnson plant. Oh how
we wish Michael and Annie would
come to East London! Michael could
be the product manager for Vermox,

a product to help prevent getting
worms in your system. Mom and I
drip Vermox into our bodies every
night with an IV just to make sure
we don't get worms. Here is the
marketing pitch they should use,
"Take the vermin out, with Vermox."
Thanks, J&] for all you do!!!

We each took a little nap this after-
noon. We studied the Sunday School
lesson that was given earlier in the
day. We had beef stroganoff (without
sour cream) and wrote in our jour-
nals. Oh yeah, we also had some
more cheesecake!

How wonderful to see that the
gospel is the same anywhere in the
world. We sing the same songs, hear
similar sacrament meeting talks, re-
ceive the sacrament with the same
exact prayers being said, attend for
three hours, etc. It is truly a blessing
to be part of the latter-day growth of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. We gladly throw in our
small contribution to help this new
generation of members. We rejoice
that people all over the world are
coming to know the truth and enjoy
the blessings of the gospel.

We love you.

Dad and Mom

Tid Bits
Dear Family,

*1. Word of the week:* "elicit," to
draw out by discussion. * Example:*
As missionaries we try to elicit the
religious questions confronting the
investigator.

*2. Quote of the week:*

*3. Scripture of the week:*

O that cunning plan of the evil one!
O the vainness, and the frailties, and
the foolishness of men! When they
are learned they think they are wise,
and they hearken not unto the coun-
sel of God, for they set it aside, sup-
posing they know of themselves,
wherefore, their wisdom is foolish-
ness and it profiteth them not. And
they shall perish.

-2 Nephi 2:28

*4. Joke of the week:*

The other day I went out to run
some errands in East London while
Mom stayed home. She heard a news
broadcast saying that some idiot was
driving down the freeway in the
wrong direction.

She called me to say, "Honey, be
careful out there. I just heard that
some jerk is driving down the free-
way on the wrong side of the road.

I told her, "What do you mean one
jerk, there are hundreds of them!"

*5. Bee's Knees Award: *She's super
wonderful. She's super beautiful, su-



per kind, super mother, super wife
and a super daughter-in-law. She is
all-in when it comes to the gospel.
She has a strong testimony and you
see it in her talk and actions. She
loves her children and husband. She
loves children. She is a camper ex-
traordinaire. She is a good cook. She
is smart, frugal and wise. Melissa,
you are the Bee's Knees, sistah!!!

*6. Gospel question of the week: *
Who are the seven most constipated
men in the Bible?

*7. If  were you (advice to grand
kids): *If I were you, I would keep a
gratitude journal. Keep it by your
bed and each night write down at
least one thing you are grateful for.
Try it. I think you will like it.

*8. What I am grateful for:* Return
African missionaries that come back
to their home wards and become a
dynamic force to help the ward
progress. Such was the case this
morning - a returned and now mar-
ried missionary who did a fantastic
job in teaching Sunday School today
about Joseph Smith.

*9. What I learned this week:*

Things happen slowly in South
Africa. "Just now" can mean some-
time in the next 2-3 weeks. "Now,
now" means right away, like within
the next 30 minutes.

*10. My goal for the week:* Have
companionship study everyday.

Photo of the week: Attached is the
Nautilus that Mom found on the
beach.

Have fun living the gospel this week!

Love,

Dad and Mom

Mdantsane
Ward

Nautilus Mom
found on the
Beach
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Aug 21st 2017 _Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

We have used today as a P-day

since Saturday (our normal P-
day) we used to help on the service
project and visiting a less active
brother.

We got our daily dozen in and then
took off for Jacksons Fabrics in Na-
hoon. This is always scary for me.
Mom can get into a fabric store and
not leave for 2 - 3 days. By some
miracle, we were there for only
about 30 minutes. We purchased
some more "Swayshay' material to
make a couple cushions for our two
wooden chairs we have. The pillows
and chair cushions will add a nice
splash of color and personality to
our living room. This colorful mater-
ial is made here in South Africa and
used to portray a South African feel.

Today was a first. Around lunch
time, we went to McDonald's for a

quick bite to eat. Attached is the
meal and bill for the lunch. Every-
thing was surprisingly about the
same as the States. I'm going to say
the food (look and taste) was about
00% of what we would have bought
in the USA. The bill was acceptable.
my Big Mac meal was 39 Rand or
about $2.93. I like the price and the
grub was good enough to do it again
some day.

We took a drive down what is called
the Wild Coast of the Jikeleza Route.
Maybe we didn't go far enough, but it
is not anything to write home about
- just rolling hills and not any coast
line to speak of. I'm sure if we would
have gone far enough (20 Km) we
would have seen some better
scenery.

However, further up that same road
is the Inkwenkwezi Private Reserve.
This is suppose to be a good park to
visit to see the "Big 5" and other wild

animals. The big 5 are: Elephant, Li-
on, Buffalo , Rhino and Leopard. We
will be doing this one of these P-
days soon.

We are also going to go on a tour of
the Mercedes Benz plant here in East
London on one of our upcoming P-
days. In September (around the 19th)
we will be going to the Port Eliza-
beth area for a senior missionary get
together and from there seeing sev-
eral parks and sights. More details to
come later.

We have basically chilled out this

evening. Temperature was warm to-
day. If the cell phone reading was
correct, it was around 93 degrees
Fahrenheit. The constant
breeze/wind we get here made it feel
somewhat cooler than that.

We are on hold a little bit as to what
we will be doing specifically in the
MD (Mdantsane)ist Ward. We meet
with the bishopric on Friday
evening. In the mean time I will be
tagging along (splits) with three dif-
ferent sets of Elders on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday. This will
get me oriented to the area and




meeting some people before Mom
and I start poking around in that
township.

We love you all very much. You are
in our prayers constantly.

Dad and Mom

McDonald's
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Aug 23rd 2017 _Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Mom and I ran some errands
this morning. We found a nice place
for lunch and dinners not far from
our home. I had a sirloin steak
(maybe 6 ounces) roasted veggies
and french fries. Mom had tempura
fish, veggies and a salad. The meals
came with a desert - I had the
brownie with ice cream. Mom had
Malva with ice cream. Price tag?
$7.50 for both of us. On Wednesdays,
they have these menu items as an
"old folks" discount. (see photo)

Busy day with the missionaries from
the Mdantsane 1st Ward. I spent the
afternoon and into the evening (8:30)
visiting investigators and teaching.
These missionaries are the zone
leaders and had a full schedule for
today. Elder Clark is from Kaysville,

Utah and Elder Palavi is from Aus-
tralia.

Mom spent the afternoon working
on some things here at the house.
She finished some cushions for our
two old chairs and they look great.
My going out with the missionaries
is , in part, to get to know the area
better before Mom and I try to tackle
it. And, from what I have seen so far,
we would never try to navigate that
township/maze in the dark. No
street lights to speak of and people
walking all over the road in dark
clothing.

Our first visit was to a couple that
have been looking into the church
for a few weeks and really trying to
understand and believe what the El-
ders are teaching them. They are

very poor and unemployed. The
wife, Isanda (sp.) and her husband,
Jay, are very nice and sincere. Their
daughter, who's name translates into
"Beautiful Morning," was sleeping on
the only bed in the house.They both
have had very difficult lives and are
having a tough time in their mar-
riage now. They have responded to
the missionary discussions favorably
and will probably be baptized. (see
photo)

Jay was not there at the beginning of

the discussion. He did show up to-
ward the end of our visit. Keep in
mind that this is a one room tin
shack. When he arrives, he unpacked
his backpack. He pulled out a used
soda pop bottle that was half full of
what looked like milk. Then, he
pulled out one onion and put it on
their shelf. It about broke my heart
to think that this was all they had to
eat. We had a prayer that the wife
gave before we departed. Jay walked
out to the car with us and I was
touched as Elder Clark reached into
the back seat of the car and pulled
out some deep fried bread (fat cakes)




Resturaunt

for Jay and his family. I could see
that Jay was so grateful.

I told both of them to be sure to let
Mom and I know when they will be
baptized because we want to attend
the service.

So went the rest of the day. We visit-
ed a lot of people and despite their
poor situations and immense chal-
lenges, they were genuinely happy
and receptive to the gospel message.

It was a long day, but one of joy and
a privilege to share my testimony
with so many.

We have one of our missionary cars
that got a little banged up going over
a curb. I need to find a repair shop to
do the work on it. I'm hoping to get
things straightened out and painted
for less than $500. This is a better
route than reporting this to the in-
surance carrier and going through
all the paperwork and trouble with
them trying to fix things.

Picture below shows our home and
the car we use. So far the car is dent
and accident-free!

It's late and I don't think this update
is very coherent. I'm going to bed.

Love,

Dad and Mom

~ 60 ~
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Aug 24th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Another busy day with mis-

sionaries. We met with inves-
tigators, less active members and
members we visited to obtain refer-
rals. I spent most of the day with El-
der Warren (London) and Elder
Milne (St. George, Utah). These are
two very fine, exceptional mission-
aries. It was an honor to be with
them. Once again we had a local
member with us who helped with
the language when needed and also
with directions around Mdantsane.

Mom stayed home and worked on
some organizing of files, getting
ready for district meetings tomor-
row and planning for teaching mis-
sionaries about cooking. We are
thinking of having a set of mission-
aries over once a week with some of
Mom's cooking instruction. We want
the missionaries to do the work and
then, we'll eat it together.

I was called on each time during our
visits to share some thoughts and my
testimony. With non-members I
promised them great joy and peace
coming to know and understand the
truth. With the less-active, I explain
Alma 32 and that the seed of the
gospel that is planted in our hearts,
needs to be nourished by our good
works. I explained we need to use
"CPR-" Church, prayer and reading
the scriptures. For the active fami-
lies, I talked about our joy in bring-
ing the gospel to others and how
great our joy will be if we should
bring many unto the truth. Also,
D&C 33:8-10, OYM - "Open your
mouth."

Had one meeting with the family of
one of the counselors in the Stake
Presidency. What a wonderful little
family and what a wonderful spirit
we felt in that home. I enjoyed kid-
ding with their two children, Simbu
and Singa. When I see a South

African family like this, I feel assured
that the future is going to be very
bright and wonderful for the saints
in this part of the Lord's vineyard.

Below is a picture of a taxi. Don't
mess with them. Give them the road.
There are some ugly horror stories
about these guys. Most have criminal
records and they all carry some type
of weapon with them. Two quick
cases in point:

1. Missionaries accidentally scraped
a taxi. Of course the missionaries
stop to take care of things and ex-

change information. Unfortunately,
the taxi driver is outraged and crazy.
He produces a gun and takes the
missionaries and their car hostage.
They are kidnapped. To make a long
story short, the church ended up
settling the whole matter by paying
the taxi cab driver 15,000 Rand
(about $1,200) so he could get his taxi
repaired. Even though the police
were involved, no criminal charges!

2. Elder Milne, who I was working
with today, was driving in his last
area and had a taxi speed up right
behind him, flashing his lights. Poor

Taxi
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Elder Milne had no where to go to let
the taxi go by. Coming up to a sharp
90 degree turn, the taxi passed along
side of him and did a sliding pit ma-
neuver, blocking his way. The taxi
driver got out of his vehicle with a
crow bar and a knife in hand. Elder
Milne needed Depends (adult dia-
pers) like never before in his life!
Somehow they were able to escape
and live to tell about it.

Important: I have learned some
things here in South Africa through
sad experience. Don't be sitting on
the toilet when you flush it. There is

a veritable tsunami that just about
blows you off the porcelain throne.
Without any more details, just take
my word for it.

I am pleased to report that the mis-
sionaries I have worked with, do a
great job in teaching the gospel. It is
amazing to me to see the difference
between that new missionary that
goes into the MTC and the ones that
are in the mission field teaching
lessons in the trenches. Of course,
the most important element of the
equation is the Spirit. These mis-
sionaries are worthy servants of our

Heavenly Father and bring that Spir-
it into the homes of those they visit.

Mdantsane is massive. I included an-
other photo of a small portion of the
area. Mom and I will be very busy as
we plan to track out every home in
the township! For what it is worth,
the dogs here are much nicer than
the dogs in Bolivia.

Hope all is going well in your homes.
Hug those grandchildren of ours.
Hold them close and make sure they
know you and their grand parents
love them.

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Aug 25 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Today we had district meet-

ings. It was a great meeting as
the training was from PMG, chapter
6, "Christlike Attributes." We took
time to discuss each of the attributes
listed in that chapter and also to look
up key scriptures. Elder MIlne was
the instructor and did a fine job.I
shared an example of "Charity." It
was a few days ago when one of the
missionaries gave some fat cake to
an unemployed father that simply
did not have anything to feed his
family. The missionary obviously felt
love for this good man and was will-
ing to bless his life. I had an emo-
tional time sharing that story be-
cause I was so touched by the charity
of Elder Clark and the deep grati-
tude on the face of the person re-
ceiving the bread.

Mom and I did work on preparing
for teaching Elders some cooking

tips on this coming Monday. Mom
gave some suggestions for meals
they could learn about this morning
in the district meeting and the vote
was for hamburger rolls, stuffed
butternut squash and brownies. We
will have 8 missionaries here in the
house on Monday to learn and then,
eat what they prepare.

I'm attaching a picture of some paver
stones from a parking lot at one of
the flats of the missionaries. This
type of work is very common here. 1
think it is because asphalt and con-
crete is very expensive. It is not un-
usual to see massive parking lots, for
example, at a grocery store, covered
with this type of paver stone work.

Mom and I met with the bishopric of
the Mdantsane 1st Ward this
evening. We left somewhat discour-
aged because we still do not have
from them a list of the ward leader-
ship and a list of those we can con-

tact to attempt to reactivate. This is
coming Sunday, we hope. We need to
be patient and realize that things
move quite a bit slower here in
Africa.

Due to the high potential to get lost
in the Mdantsane Township, we will
take our reactivation list and go visit
people with the help and aid of a
"fellowshipper." This will be a person
that 1) knows the territory, and 2)
who can help with the language
when needed. We will have many in-
stances where the people speak pri-
marily, Xkhosa.

Both Mom and I will be going out
with a pair of missionaries on
Wednesday. The objective is to get
Mom introduced to the environment
(which can be pretty shocking at
times) and the type of members/in-
vestigators we can expect to meet on
our own. We will work with them
from about 2 PM until 8:30 PM.

We love you very much. Do what is
right. Love each other. Serve each
other.

Dad and Mom

Paver Stones
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Tid Bits

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

*1. Word of the week:*

"bawdy," humorously vulgar. *
Example:* At lunch yesterday, many
felt that Brother Steenbeek told
some bawdy jokes and stories.

*2. Quote of the week: *

*3, Scripture of the week: * D&C
62:3

Nevertheless, ye are ablessed <https:
//www .lds.org/scriptures/search?lan
g=eng&start=1&end=20&query=an
gels&testament=dc-
testament#notesa>, for the btesti-
mony <https://www.lds.org/scriptur
es/search?lang=eng&start=11&end=
20&query=angels&testament=dc-
testament#notesb> which ye have
borne is crecorded <https://www.lds
.org/scriptures/search?lang=eng&st
art=n&end=20&query=angels&test
ament=dc-testament#notesc> in

heaven for the angels to look upon;
and they rejoice over you, and your d
sins <https://www.lds.org/scriptures
/search?lang=eng&start=11&end=20
&query=angels&testament=dc-
testament#notesd> are

forgiven you.

*4. Joke of the week:*

It was high-council Sunday, and
Brother Smith came out of the meet-
ing before the high councilor had
finished his talk.

In the foyer he met a neighbor who
asked, "Has he finished, then?"
Brother Smith replied, "Oh yes, he's
finished, but he won't stop!"

*5. Bee's Knees Award:* Here's a
guy that is as honest as the day is
long. He is happy and positive. He
loves his fellow brothers and sisters
and always does what he can do to
help. He loves his family and does

his best to provide for them and
make them happy. He teaches his
family the gospel and the joys of
serving. He honors his priesthood
and does his part to magnify his call-
ings in the church. He loves dogs
and is not sheepish about training
them. He avoids debt like the plague.
He is just simply one great guy.
Everyone loves him. Klave, you are
the Bee's Knees, brothall!

*6. Gospel question of the week:*
What was the date of the restoration
of the Melchizedek Priesthood?

*7. If  were you (advice to grand
kids): * If I were you, I would learn to
love everyone. You may not like what
they say or do, but realize they are
spirit children of our Heavenly Fa-
ther. Be able to see past their words
and actions and love them for who
they really are. Try it. I think you will
like it.

*8. What I learned this week: *Years
ago I was sitting on the floor in
Grandpa Stevenson's Three Foun-
tains condo. The TV was on and
breaking news hit the screen. Eliza-
beth Smart had been found. She was

Steenbeeks's
balcony
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safe. She had been rescued. It was
the most thrilling news one could
hear. I had tears in my eyes. What
joy spread across the nation. I felt
like shouting hurrah! Today, in
sacrament meeting we sang hymn
#192, "He Died, the Great Redeemer
Died." Part of the third verse says,
"But lo! what sudden joys were
heard!" In the last verse, "Cherubic
legions guard him home, and shout
him welcome to the skies." Oh, how I
hope we will be able to witness what
it was like in the heavens when the
Savior finally overcame the world
and when spiritual and physical

death would have no victory! What
joy there must have been as all of us
were rescued and saved.

*9. What I am grateful for:* My
earthly father who somehow, some
way, made good decisions that have
affected generations after him.

*10. My goal for the week: *this last
week, I was going to have PMG study
with my beautiful companion every
day. Done. This week, I'm going to
try to be out in our assigned area
with Mom Tuesday through Friday
from 1 PM to at least 5 PM.

*11. Photo of the week:* Attached is
the scene looking out from the
Steenbeek's balcony. All kinds of
wild life back there, even gnomes!

Have fun living the gospel this week!
Love,

Dad and Mom

Aug 27 2017

Dear Family,

This morning we left for church at
8:30. It takes about 25 to 30 minutes
to get to our assigned ward. When
we reached the main highway, it was
blocked off. We decided to take a
back road and get onto the main
highway at a different on ramp. That
on ramp was also blocked off. So, we
got out the map and plotted a differ-
ent route using residential streets.
As we tried that, there were other
roads blocked off. Plus, the traffic
was starting to get backed up.

We decided there was no way to get
to our ward and make it for sacra-
ment meeting. We figured out a way
to get to the East London 3rd Ward

which also started at 9 AM. We made
it there just as the opening prayer
was being said.

The reason the roads were all shut
down was due to a big bicycle race of
some sort.

We had a delightful time at the 3rd
Ward and were invited to come to
dinner at Bishop and Sister Kruul's
home at 6 PM. We came home after
church and had an excellent lunch of
roast beast, potatoes, carrots and
gravy. Mom also had beets. We did
some writing and filling out recipe
cards. Then, off to dinner. We had
taco salad which was very good.

Bishop Kruul's children are maybe
third or fourth generation South
African Mormons. Their ancestors
and one or two other families were
the real pioneers in this area. Now
the church has multiple stakes in the
Eastern Cape and missionary work
is on the move. Their children are
wonderful. They are dedicated and
great examples of the gospel.

[ don't believe we have sent you any
pictures of Elder and Sister Davies.
This is a photo from a few weeks ago



at Sister Ivy's birthday party. Sister
Davies is "perpetual motion." As the
mission nurse, she stays very busy
watching after the Elders. He is
about to turn 8o and always ready to
help with anything. He is "Mr. Fix It
Man."

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Aug 28th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

[ meant to say that yesterday

evening after dinner, the Kru-
ul family has the tradition of spin-
ning a table knife in a circle and see
at which person it ends up pointing
to.
That person is then responsible to
give a spiritual thought. The knife
pointed right at Sister Stevenson. Let
me tell you folks, she did a mar-
velous job. She quoted, from memo-
ry, the poem, "Little Lamb." They
were quite amazed. Then, she bore
her testimony of the Savior. Great
job, Sister Stevenson!!!

We had a fun day. We both got our
walking/jogging in early. Then we
cleaned up our flat. Mom started the
basic ingredients for today's cooking
instruction for our zone missionar-
ies. I tried to hook up a simple hose
to an outside faucet and failed mis-
erably. I will try again tomorrow.

Around 10:30 we started to get Mis-
sionaries in from our Mdantsane
Zone. All together we had 8 mission-
aries. Mom started right away get-
ting them involved in making the
lunch. The Iunch items were: stuffed
butternut squash, hamburger rolls
and brownies. She did a great job of
teaching them. Don't know if they
will take the time to do it on their
own, but you never know.

Another zone was cooking chicken
pot pie and peach cobbler at the
Davies condo. At 1 PM we combined
forces and had a most delicious
feast. The missionaries cleaned up
most everything like a horde of lo-
cust! Mom's brownies disappeared
very quickly. The Elders enjoyed
themselves and it was a good time.

Fortunately, some of our missionar-
ies were able to go through a ward
directory Mom and I obtained from
the ward clerk and highlight for us

the people that would be good for us
to visit in an effort to reactivate
them. We also had them mark the
leadership within the ward and to
make us a list of fellow-shippers that
can go with us. It was valuable infor-
mation to get us started.

We start tomorrow with Thandikaya
as our navigator and translator when
needed. We have about 20 people we
will first visit and revisit over the
next little while. We plan to meet
with the Relief Society President,
High Priest Group Leader, Elders
Quorum President and Primary

President to ascertain who else they
would like us to visit.

I'm debating whether I need to con-
fess this afternoon's activity to our
mission president? I watched what I
consider an important church
meeting this afternoon - BYU vs.
Portland State. Wow, BYU needs to
really get moving on their offense.
I'm afraid LSU is going to eat them
alive!

Mom spent time this afternoon do-
ing some sewing, part of which is
sewing missionary clothing that has

Master cooking
instructor and
her students
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been ripped or worn through. She is
becoming the Eastern Cape seam-
stress for our part of the mission.
Or, the "Hostess with the Mostest."
All the missionaries like her.

One of the missionaries found our
WHW missionary journal in the
bookcase. They quickly surmised
that he was the guy that first came to
Cape Town lo those many years ago.
I told them the story of John Green
who was baptized by WHW and now
has a great great grandson that was
our home teacher.

These are great missionaries. They
work hard and do a great job of
teaching.

Below, photos of the master cooking
instructor and her students!

We love you people very much. Do
what is right and you will be happy -

we promise!

Dad and Mom

~ 68 ~
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Aug 29th 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

I went to an auto body shop

where we will be getting a
missionary car repaired. The quarter
panel had been damaged as well as a
small area at the bottom of the read
driver side door. I chose these guys
because the price was good, they
look like they do good work, and es-
pecially because the car will only be
tied up for two days max. This
morning I had to run over to the flat
of some missionaries where they had
an old Toyota parked in their garage.
I had received a call that the salvage
company we use wanted to pick it
up. It had about 100K Km on it and
was primarily used as a spare. Got
that done and on its way.

After a light lunch, Mom and I took
off for Mdantsane. We met our "fel-
lowshipper," Thandikaya. He was
great at looking over our list and
giving us directions on how to get to

different places. He has his mission
papers in and is just now waiting to
hear where he will be called. We had
the chance to meet with about three
different families. Our goal was to
meet some of the less actives and
visit. We wanted to listen before we
start teaching anything like a long
lesson. One young man is 24 and said
he would come to church this Sun-
day prior to going to his work. We
hope to see him there.

Mom was asked to give a short spiri-
tual thought at each location. She did
a wonderful job. The message was
that God loves us all. We are all His
children and He wants us to be hap-
py. We are the happiest when we are
obeying His commandments. As a
good missionary and companion, I
bore witness that the things she said
were true. Mom is an unusual treat
for these members. There are no
young, white sister missionaries in
our mission. Some of these people

may have never seen a natural beau-
ty like Mom. I think they felt special
having her in their homes.

One of the neat things about getting
out into the township is the children
as you can see in the attached photo.
They are poor, but oh so happy! Be-
fore we could get into the car, we
had to do the special handshake with
each kid. They loved it and we loved
it. (Then, we used our portable bottle
of hand sanitizer.)

The other pictures have to do with
some of the peculiar things they

have here in South Africa. One photo
is the different type of plugs they
have. You need to have an adapter
for each type of plug you have. Also,
the switch just above the outlet is to
switch the electricity on and off.
Even though you have something
plugged in, it won't work unless you
have the switch showing red. Also,
french drains to keep the water from
around the house. Also, a large plas-
tic/nylon (?) tank in the back of the
house that captures water running
off the roof and into the rain gutters.
This water is used to flush toilets,
take showers, etc. However, not to

Plugs
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Large
plastic/nylon?

drink. The water that comes into the
house is okay to drink, but, we run it
through a filter just in case.

You can also see the nice little patio
area we have for romantic meals and
reading in the sun. Mom sat out
there for about 30 minutes this
morning while her hair dried in her
curlers as she read a book about Sis-
ter Hinckley. Nice and peaceful and
secluded.

We have had a great day in the ser-
vice of the Lord. We may wonder if
we have done any good as we look

back on our day. But, that is stinkin'
thinkin'. Everything we do counts.
Everything matters. Waving to chil-
dren, encouraging people to come to
church, saying a prayer, smiling, a
pat on the back, leaving a spiritual
message, showing enthusiasm for
the gospel...everything we do can
and does make a difference. We nev-
er know some times, so, we just DO!

We love you very much. You are in
our prayers and thoughts.

Love,
Dad and Mom

French Drains

Patio



Happy Children
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Aug 3oth 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

It is late and it has been a long
day. This might be a short up-
date.

This morning we got the banged up
missionary car over to the auto body
repair people. Hopefully they won't
have it too long. Cost: $174. Cheap
compared to the USA.

We went to lunch at the Pine Creek
Restaurant. It was a senior day. The
meal is good and the price is right.
Lunch and desert about $3.75. We in-
vited the Davies to come with us and
we paid for lunch.

We mel the Elder Cole (Malaysia)
and Elder Msali (Durban, South
Africa) at the Mdantsane 3rd Ward
parking lot. From there we saw a lot
of people.

Most notable was a man who use to

be high up in the ranks of the Jeho-
vah Witness church - to the point
they paid for him to have a home
and other money. After studying
with the missionaries, he sensed a
real difference between the two reli-
gions. He loved the Spirit the mis-
sionaries brought to him and his
house. He joined the church, but his
challenges and problems still haunt
him. (No photo tonight, Internet too
slow)

There is a great spirit about this
man, Brother Albert. He is experi-
encing a huge trial in his life now.
His wife wants to move to a type of
lifestyle that allows her to care for
her father but, it would mean no
church any where nearby. That is
unacceptable to him - he is staying
right where he is and his wife may
Here.

We took a few minutes for some ear-
ly dinner. Below is the photo of the

join where we purchased ribs and T-
bone Steak. I had ribs and they were
not that good!

Dear Family,

I was so tired last night that I left out
details of our day, did not spell-
check, did not attach a photo and in-
jured my forehead as I feel asleep at
the computer and slammed my head
into the keyboard! Three teeth
knocked out, 18 stitches and blood

everywhere. The ambulance should
be here by tomorrow afternoon.

Anyway, we had some good visits
yesterday. Our last visit was to a
member family that is having cottage
meetings in their home on Sundays.
Paperwork has been submitted to
start a branch in the area (Unit P).
The wife was just baptized in No-
vember. At the end of our lesson, we
played "Don't Eat Pete." We'll explain
the game on Skype one of these days.

Attached is a photo of Elders Cole
and Msali in front of the roadside

Elders Cole and
Msali




stand where we stopped to get some
lunch. As you can see, it is an old
ship container turned into a
"kitchen/eating establishment." I am
hoping my immune system is strong
enough to reject any form of Trichi-
nosis after eating the ribs.

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Aug 31 2017 _Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Today started out with a twist.

It looked like we were going to
have to turn our car over to the
Davies (mission nurse) for the after-
noon because their car is in the
shop. So, we had to contact our fel-
lowshipper and let him know we
would not be visiting anyone this to-
day. Then, it turned out we would be
able to have our car, but our fellow-
shipper had the flu and wasn't going
to be able to make it. So, I spent
most of today trying to get a spare
key made for our car (no luck, "come
back tomorrow"), wash the car, wa-
ter the plants around the house and
get a pair of pliers. Mom did quite a
bit of baking for the district meet-
ings tomorrow - applesauce muffins
(which means she had to make the
applesauce first),and, provide ap-
ples, oranges and bananas to boot.
She has also mixed up some
"Bisquick" type powder for Elders

that want to have something in their
flats that they can make a quick meal
with.

We received news that an Elder in
Queens Town, about 2-3 hours from
here, broke his ankle while playing
rughy on P-day. A very large Samoan
Elder fell on his leg. His leg was put
in a cast yesterday and he has to go
home for surgery and about 3
months of recovery and physical
therapy. Elder and Sister Bell, who
have a touch of the flu, drove him to
East London this evening. Mom and I
met them at the airport with a new
pair of crutches and a wheel chair. It
was an emotional moment for the
Bells who said goodbye to him. How-
ever, he was in good spirits. (see at-
tached photo)

We spent about two hours with him
until thee airlines people came to
assist him in boarding the plane.

Had we been in our assigned area
today, no senior couple would have
been available to help the Bell's or
this good missionary. The other se-
nior couple (the Davies) still have
their car in the shop until tomorrow
morning and the bell's had to imme-
diately turn around and head back to
Queens Town. So, a tender mercy
from the Lord that we cancelled our
visits today and we were available to
assist in getting this missionary tak-
en care of.

Below is a "fake wallet" I carry in my
back pocket. It has fake ID and credit

cards. The real credit cards are in
my white plastic missionary hand-
book carrier. My real driver license
and about $50 dollars in cash, I carry
in my hidden pouch (see photo). It
has two loops that my belt slides
through and then, it tucks down on
the inside of my pants. Being robbed
in this country is a real possibility.
That's why we take this precaution. I
might have about $5 in my pants
pocket that we would gladly turn
over to any would-be thieves. Any
way, what they get would be pretty
discouraging for them.

Elderin
Queens Town
broke his ankle.




Fake ID and Fake Wallet
credit cards

We love you and hope you are having
a good week.
Love, Dad and Mom
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Sept_1 2017 _Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

We left our house at 9 AM and

went to pick up a car from the
auto body shop. From a distance, it
looked just fine. If you got close (2 ft.)
you could see that it was not "Show
Car" quality. But, for $174 USD, it was
an excellent deal.

We then went to the locksmith and
paid a lot of money to get a spare key
made. The mission fleet manager in-
sists we have spares. So, with the ad-
dition of our spare key, I now have in
our possession a spare key for each
of the ten cars here in East London.

District meetings were excellent.
Our instruction was on the impor-
tance of getting investigators to
church. Mom and I scripture-
chained a half dozen scriptures or so
that are great for both investigators
and less-actives to hear. After our
training, the missionaries dug into

Mom's applesauce muffins and took
fruit from the large fruit bowl she
put together. They loved the muffins
and they disappeared very quickly!

We met our fellowshipper for the af-
ternoon, Zizi. That is his nickname
since his real name is too difficult
for us Americans to pronounce. He
is a great kid that is having inter-
views and getting everything in or-
der to go a mission. He speaks
XKkhosa and knows the territory.

We were able to see a number of
people. One family is less active and
a sad situation since the husbhand is a
return missionary from 10 years ago
and was once very active in the ward
(maybe a counselor in the bishopric
if I remember correctly). He was not
there when we visited. However, the
wife, Nandi, and three of her four
children were there. Some very good
things happened. First, Nandi fell in
love with Mom. From the very be-

ginning, Nandi was all smiles. She
gave Mom a hug like they were old
friends. Then she wanted a photo of
us all together. She said she is going
to get it printed and hang it on her
wall.

We left a message about attending
church using some of the scriptures

we went over in our district meeting.

Mom gave the prayer before we left.
Nandi said she was so excited and
really felt the Spirit. She said she
was going to come to church on
Sunday. Heck, that's why I go, so I
can hang out with Mom.

Nandi has a 5 year old boy that is
pretty hyper. He does all kinds of sil-
ly things primarily to get attention. I
gave him, his brother and his sister a
piece of candy and things really
changed. This boy kept giving me
hugs and hung all over me. all the
children were such loving kids. (He
is the one in the red shirt)

We also had other good visits. We
visited the May family and they said
they would come to church. We'll
see. Some times their intentions are
good, but, they have a difficult time
following through. We hope to see

Nandi's
Children
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everyone we visited at church on
Sunday.

On the way home we stopped and
ordered some food at "Fishaways."
We brought it home and it was actu-
ally very good. We both had fish.
Mom had a salad. I had rice, mixed
veggies and onion rings and an
undisclosed name of a liquid re-
freshment. (It was not beer.) $3.75
each. We don't always splurge like
that, but we were a little tired and
had heard this was a good place to
eat.

We love each of you very much. Be
loyal to the Royal!!!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Sept_2 2017 _Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

This morning we met the oth-

er missionaries in our zone at
a mall in Mdantsane. It was a busy
place since it was the first of the
month and people get their govern-
ment checks. The objective of meet-
ing at the mall was to do a "finding
activity." We all separated by com-
panionships to different parts of the
mall. The goal: get 50 contacts. We
would approach people and ask
them if we could do a survey. We'd
ask about four questions:

- Do you believe in God? - Do
you believe in prophets, like the
ones in the Bible - Moses, Abra-
ham. Elijah and others? - Whatis
most important to you in life? -
What brings you the greatest happi-
ness in life?

We then as k them if they would like
a free gift, a DVD, that talks about

god and Jesus Christ. They typically
say, "Yes" and we get their name,
phone number and what part of
Mdantsane they live in.

Mom and I only got 20. The other
three companionships got 30. This
was a new experience for Mom and
was definitely outside her comfort
zone. Nevertheless, she did great.

After an hour of that, Mom and I
went to the ward house and met
with the young men's president. We
took part in a young men reactiva-
tion activity. The president divided
up the names of the less active
young men to visit by geographical
closeness. Mom and I took two
young Aaronic Priesthood holders
around to various parts of the area
to pay visits to their fellow, less ac-
tive priesthood holders. It was a
good exercise for them even though
we put 2 million kilometers on the
car! (See attached photo)

We ran over to Hemingways Mall
and did some research on the Inter-
net router we have. The recep-
tion/coverage we have now is slower
than molasses on the North Pole. To
make a long story short, we need to
swap SIM cards in the router with a
service provider that has a better
coverage. This will happen on Mon-
day.

We went back to the church and at-
tended a baptism for Sandlile, an in-
vestigator that Elders Warren and
Milne have been teaching. Good ser-
vice and good testimony given by

this new member of the church. (See
attached photo).

We came home, Mom sewed up
some pants for one of our mission-
aries and we are now enjoying the
evening.

We still love you. You are great! Keep
living the gospel every minute, every
hour, every day!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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FROM: FElder and Sister Stevenson

Nice try, bucko! WHW bap-

tized Nicholas Paul, the sec-

ond man to be baptized in

South Africa. He was baptized
in the Liesbeek River, not far from
the mission office. Nicholas Paul be-
came the first branch president of
the Mowbry Branch where Mom and
I first attended church in Cape
Town. He and his wife later migrated
to the USA and to Utah. WHW took
Harriet Paul, their daughter, as a
polygamous wife.

Nicholas Paul was friendly to WHW
and his companions. WHW stayed
with the Paul family and held meet-
ings at their place. On one occasion
during a meeting, there were threats
of breaking windows and making a
rukus while WHW preached. Brother
Paul, a man of some considerable in-
fluence in the area, told the ruffians,
'T will fill the first person to disrupt
this meeting with more holes than a

church did not show. So, we just
keep working with them. You may
remember the photo I sent a few
weeks ago of me and a couple with
two missionaries that looked like gi-
ants. They were at church last week
and this week. I think they will be
baptized soon.

sieve." The meeting continued with-

out any problems. We spent this afternoon writing,
reading and Mom making fried rice
for our dinner. We also had a chance

Sept 3 2017 Updat to Skype with Arnold Cortez for

about 30 minutes.
c

Tomorrow we plan on finding the
Dear Family,

remedy for our miserable Internet
problem. Wish us luck.

We love youl!
Dad and Mom

P.S. Sorry, no photos, inexcusable!!!

We made it to church today at 9 AM.
I estimate there were about 200
people there. Sitting on the stand
was the stake presidency. The first
matter of business was the announc-
ing of the new bishop for the newly
created Mdantsane 4th Ward. I
would tell you who they are but we
can't remember and pronounce their
names. Anyway, this is the new 4th
ward that will be our primary inter-
est and focus.

Some of the people we visited last

week that said they would come to
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Sept_4 2017 _Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

I have taken the liberty of

adding Arnold Cortez to our
email distribution list. I know some
of you will be very upset about this,
but Mom and I are trying to fellow-
ship him. He suffers from deep psy-
chological scarring when I use to
pound him in basketball week after
week after week - raining 3 point
shots down on his afro-style hair,
playing above the rim 93% of the
time, slicing to the hoop and slam
dunking, and, dribbling circles
around him until he got sick and
threw up.

I took some cookies over to the
Gonubie Auto Werks shop that fixed
one of our missionary cars. The
owner and his wife/girlfriend (?) are
very nice. They were very happy to
see me with a plate of cookies. As I
was leaving, she ran out the door to
tell me, "Tell Sister Stevenson thank

you for the cookies." I don't get it?
How does she know it wasn't me that
made those delicious snickerdod-
dles?

*Today is a landmark day! We ac-
complished two significant things*:

*1)* We traversed Mdantsane by
ourselves and did not get lost. As a
matter of fact, we went to three sep-
arate addresses and we found two of
them home. Additionally, no acci-
dents or close calls.

*2) * Mom and I have been able to
track down relatively good maps of
Mdantsane. Supposedly, they did not
exist. We went to the engineering
department in down town East Lon-
don and we were able to acquire two
different maps that outline each of
the zones/units in Mdantsane and
provides house numbers. The maps
are a little old, but where they have
not been updated, at least they pro-

vide the range of house numbers for
any given block.

We visited Nandi's house, no one
home. We came back later and found
the dad. He is a return missionary
that has gone less active (I should
say, zero active). He was friendly and
set a time for us to come back and
visit his family on Thursday when he
will also be home. We are taking in a
video, scorpions in the Arabian
Peninsula, and we also have CTR
rings for the kids.

We also visited Jean (male pro-

nounced as John), a member we have
tried to visit two or three times so
far. He hasn't been coming to church
because he had a stroke in March
and had been in the hospital. He was
very appreciative of our visit. We
conversed and had prayer. He said
he will come to church this coming
Sunday. (It is not uncommon to have
people commit to coming to church
and then not show.) We hope he
comes. He seems like a very nice
man.

We did some grocery shopping.
Mom is making a fruit salad for the

Minions
invaded the
neighborhood
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Michelle has
taken over the
grow boxes

Mission Leadership Council meeting
tomorrow morning. She is also doing
a veggie tray and making brownies.
We plan to put a scoop of vanilla ice
cream on the brownies and dowse it
with chocolate syrup. The MLC is a
video conference with the mission
president, AP's, ZL's, presidency
counselors and the senior mission-
ary couples. Mom will be doing my
hair and make-up for me.

Ever since Michelle has taken over
the grow boxes she has been trying
to expand her influence throughout
the world. We see it right here in

South Africa. (See attached photo)

Also, the Minions have invaded our
neighborhood. (See attached photo)

We love all of you very much. You

are in our prayers daily. We ask
Heavenly Father to help you make
good choices and to make a differ-
ence for good in the world. Hug all of
our favorite grandchildren for us.

We miss them!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Sept 5 2017 Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

Mom ran her 22 laps this

morning! She's the Cheetah of
Hazy Ridge. the go-go girl of Gonu-
bie, the silver-haired bullet, the
South African antelope...you get the
picture.

Also, this morning we were busy
preparing food for the Mission
Leadership Council. The brownies
were already made, but we had to
get the fruit salad made and the veg-
gie tray. Our meeting started at 10
AM but not without some scrambling
to make sure the video conferencing
was set up correctly.

First of all, no one seemed to know
there was going to be a new video
conferencing system. Once we got it
downloaded to our computer, we
discovered that it would not work
for anyone until accounts have been
set up. Those accounts require au-

thorization from the Johannesburg
Area Office. So, no video today. We
just used a telephone conference
call.

I think one of the challenges in our
mission, and I am sure in many oth-
ers, is getting information dissemi-
nated to all the right people in a
timely manner. We seem not to get
all the information we need to know
as senior missionaries. I call it "Elder
Abuse." We have a dinner scheduled
here at our home with President Le-
bethoa on Saturday. That might be a
good time to tactfully share the issue
with him. He will be in East London
for stake conference and a combined
missionary zone conference on
Tuesday.

As we listened to the MLC this

morning, it occurred to me that as
senior missionaries, we don't need
to be a part of that meeting. All the

information and discussion is single-

missionary related. I'm going to rec-
ommend they discontinue our atten-
dance. The pertinent information
can be passed on to us the very next
day in what is called the "Senior
Skype." That basically frees up a day
when Mom and I can be in the field.
Not trying to be a rebel, but I think
the mission presidency already feels
that way.

I spent this afternoon lining up a
transfer arrangement between our
personal bank account and the
church. This way we pay our gaso-
line bill each month. I also got much

closer to resolving our Internet
problem. I have a SIM card from
Telkom, a different network than
what we now use, with a small
amount of prepaid data on it. I am
going to pop that into our router and
see how it does. If it works well and
a lot faster than what we have been
using, we'll purchase more data.
Right now, the plan is to use what we
have left on our present card.

I also had 4 sets of Mdantsane maps
printed up for the other 4 compan-
ionships of missionaries in our
Mdantsane Zone. There are ten

Highschool
kids in
uniforms
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Shacks we visit

pages (both sides) in each set. Mom
and I think it will be valuable for
them. I know we are going to use
ours.

Mom came up with a good idea in-
stead of an Open House here in our
compound. She recommends we
make cookies or something else and
just go to our neighbors one by one
and get to meet them. Great idea!
Basically, it is a *WOMAN* sugges-
tion. "Wisdom of Mavis and the Nim-
ble-minded." This approach is a lot
more personable.

It was hot today. There are two ways
to calculate the temperature in
Fahrenheit from Celsius:

1) .869 X the cosign of the orbit of
the sun X 1/3 of the quantum factor
of the corn production in Iowa, di-
vided by the number of days until a
full moon, *or*,

2) Double the Celsius and add 30.
(For example, 22 Celsius would be*
roughly* 74 Fahrenheit.)

Also, the minimum wage in South
Africa varies, but, you can say about

$1 USD per hour.

Also, according to the MLC meeting
this morning, our mission had 47
baptisms last month (August). I'm
betting September will be a lot bet-
ter. We should be doing a lot better.

Attached are a few photos for your
viewing pleasure:

- High school kids in their uni-
forms - Typical shacks we end up
visiting - members that do not have
the cement block, square, govern-
ment housing - What happens to a
car if it is left on the street. Sooner
or later (mostly sooner) the car
loses its wheels and other parts.
That hitch looks pretty good. Mom
and I might swing by there later
tonight.

Sorry to ramble on. If you do not
find this interesting, sue me! We love
you all very much and hope and pray
all is going well for you. Be good. Be
very good.

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Sept_6_2017_Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

This morning we had what we

call the Senior Skype (I affec-
tionately call it the "Senior Moment).
It is a time when the mission presi-
dent and all the senior couples get
online and we discuss various items
that we need to be aware of in the
mission. Today was fairly basic stuff,
but we do have a problem with auto-
mobile accidents. Our mission is the
highest for accidents in the South-
east Africa Area. Consequently, we
are introducing a campaign to help
missionaries be more cautious and
to drive very defensively. Fortunate-
ly, in our two-zone area, we have not
had an accident for at least four
months. We would like to keep that

going.

We ate lunch with the Davies at
Pinecreek and enjoyed a delightful
meal at senior, or as they say in
South Africa, "Pensioner's" prices.

We had some special guests with us
for lunch (See photo). I don't think
they realized we were eating some of
their relatives.

Mom made muffins and cookies to-
day. We are starting to take them
around to our neighbors as a way to
meet them and strike up genuine
friendships. We visited tow today.
Both invited us in and we had very
good visits. Both were women and
they took an immediate liking to
Mom. We believe by getting around
to these neighbors we can develop a
positive image for the church.

I've had a tremendous idea over the
last couple days. In our Mdantsane
area, I don't think there has been
much exposure outside of the
church with the movie, "Meet the
Mormons." I think there is a huge
opportunity here to make a very big
splash with scheduled movie nights
at each of our church houses.

Folks, I'm talking about doing this
thing up as big as we can make it.:

- Posters all around town and in
businesses - Flyers, hand invita-
tions - Radio interviews with the
Stake president - Big time projec-
tion and sound, and of course, pop-
corn - Searchlights at the church
houses on movie night, loudspeaker
announcements on cars(?)

We are meeting with our zone mis-
sionaries tomorrow at 10:30 to dis-
cuss this. It would need to be a total
involvement with the members,
stake leaders, PR people (if we have

any) and the ward mission leaders. It
needs to be their show. Attendees
need to see them running the show.

We have a member missionary fire-
side on the 24th. We might use that
as a way to Kick things off. So, this is
a developing story. More details to
come.

I got my free haircut today. A few
weeks ago I bought some hair clip-
pers so Mom could cut my hair when
needed. She did a great job. I told
her she should also cut the Elders'
hair, but, she doesn't feel confident

Free Haircut
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Special guests
at lunch

enough to do that. Normally, they
pay $2.25 to $3.75 for a haircut. (See
photo)

Looks like we are going to hire a
gardener to take care of our outside
flower beds, etc. We are thinking of
having him come two times a month
and take care of the trimming,
weeding and pruning - you know, all
that gardening type stuff. It would
probably be about $10 a day.

We found out today that the mission
president will not be to our home on
Saturday evening. Instead, he will

meet with us and the Davies over
dinner on Sunday evening. Mom is
doing her world famous cinnamon-
sugar dinner rolls and bringing ice
cream for the apple pie. Main course
is beef stew.

Hope all is going well for you. We
think of you often and pray for your
welfare. Do what is right and suffer
the consequences!

Love,

Dad and Mom
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Sept_7 2017 _Update

FROM: Elder and Sister Stevenson

Dear Family,

The weather today is pretty

hard to beat. For us, on this
side of Planet Earth, it is Spring
time. A slight breeze made it even
more pleasant. No complaints.

This morning we met with the mis-
sionaries from our zone. The objec-
tive was to talk about the idea of
having a massive "Meet the Mor-
mons" program in Mdantsane. 1
prefaced the meeting with an expe-
rience we had in Bolivia when I was
on my mission. I explained how we
would "attack" various cities that so
almost overnight there would be a
deluge of media depicting the words,
"A Mi Me Importa," (I care). People
would be asking us what does that
mean. People were coming to us and
we were setting teaching appoint-
ments.

Bottom line, the members were

more involved, the community really
knew the Mormons were in town,
the missionaries were excited and
having fun, and, our baptisms went
up due to more appointments and
teaching.

Anyway, the whole group is excited
bout it. Mom was right in there with
good suggestions and comments. We
are meeting tomorrow morning here
at our house to lay out some plans
and strategy to make sure it all hap-
pens. Then, the missionaries will
take it to the stake for their review.
We are talking about a Ceicil B. De-
mile type production here!

Mom is making a delicious meal for
the end of our meeting, chicken ala
king. The missionaries will love it,
vegetables and all. Frankly, I think
any time you put mushrooms in a
meal, it is a form of poisoning. We
have two different types of delicious
cookies for their way out the door. I

know, I have eaten several of them
myself.

We met Kandikaya at the church
house around 12:00 noon. He is the
young man presently waiting for his
mission call. We kid with him that he
will go to Huntsville, Utah and have
to shovel snow. He is a truly won-
derful member of the church, a ded-
icated disciple of the Lord. He will
make an outstanding missionary.
(See photo)

We met with Sister May today, a less
active member of the church. As

could be predicted, Mom and Sister
May had an immediate bond the first
time they met a we