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Membership in The Alabama Deer Farmer’s Association is at an all-time high. At the time of our annual 
fundraising event this past February at the Cotton Creek event venue in Cullman, Alabama, we had close to 200 
members. We are very thankful for the enthusiasm and support of every member who makes our association 
great. We are also grateful for those who attend our annual events (always the fourth Saturday in February) to 
enjoy a catered barbeque meal and reconnecting with friends and fellow deer farmers.

At our last event we had very impressive auction lots including semen straws, six top-producing fallow deer and 
six whitetails. Funds raised are used to pay our lobbyists, miscellaneous annual expenses and our Executive 
Director Amy Murphy, without whom we would not function in the smooth and proficient manner 
that we do. A big thank you to her for all of her continued hard work!

As we look to the future, we are hopeful that our relationships with our 
state regulatory agencies can grow stronger and more cohesive. We 
strive for an understanding that will point to greater support and 
opportunities for deer farmers who, among other things, wish 
to be the solution to CWD. As your president I am laying the 
groundwork for a better future for all of us. My gratitude goes 
out to you, our members, for making our state a great one for 
deer farming. Together, we will continue to stand strong. I 
look forward to seeing everyone again next year, same time, 
same place!  

Rodney Ragon
Alabama Deer Association President

“My gratitude goes out to you, our members, for making 
our state a great one for deer farming. “ - Rodney Ragon

Event Overview
Alabama Deer Farmers Stand Strong

With Sincere Thanks from ADA President Rodney Ragon 
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Thank you Thank you 
Alabama Deer Alabama Deer 

AssociationAssociation
MembersMembers
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CERVIDSOLUTIONS
EVOLVE YOUR HERD

See Your  
Business Card 

HERE!
See Page 27 for More Details
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Semen Semen 
Available!Available!

256-727-0990
brokenroadwhitetails@gmail.com

 Full Circle @6  274”
Triple Freeze / Ransom / Gladiator Starbuck

NADR: 356034  • GEBV 0.0057

Joseph  Mar t in
1517 Rose St NW, Cullman, AL 35055

GenotypeGS
Genotype
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Introduction

With an increasingly divisive election campaign, Congressional 
deadlock, and a looming government funding deadline on October 1st, 
it is clear that 2024 will be a pivotal year for American politics. Congress 
has so far failed to pass its twelve annual appropriations bills for fiscal 
year 2025 (FY25), including the Farm bill by the August recess, and 
debates on immigration and foreign aid are expected to play out as 
election season begins. 

Elections

On November 5th, Vice President Kamala Harris (D) will face former 
President Donald Trump (R) to decide who will be the 47th President 
of the United States. At the moment, polling shows the candidates 
to be statistically tied nationally while Vice President Harris holds a 
slim lead in most swing states. On July 15th, former President Trump 
announced his selection for freshman Ohio Senator J.D. Vance while 
Vice President Harris selected Minnesota Governor Tim Walz. Both 
VP picks appear intended to bolster their running mate’s standing in 
Midwest battleground states such as Ohio and Michigan. Down-ballot 
Republicans are broadly expected to gain a majority in the Senate, 
where the Democrats will be forced to defend eights seats located in 
swing states and red states. The House of Representatives appears to 
be in play for either party.

Legislative Outlook

On March 23rd President Biden signed a continuing resolution (CR) for 
the funding of the federal government through September 30th. The 
bill passed the House of Representatives with a margin of 286-134 and 
the Senate by a margin of 74-24. Major provisions included additional 
funding for the National Institutes of Health, measures to respond to 
the opioid epidemic and the Low Income Energy Assistance Program. 
As the October 1st deadline for the FY25 appropriations bills draws 
closer, the current process is ongoing but it is not expected that a 
majority of the spending bills will pass before election day.

Farm Bill

On June 11th, the House Appropriations Committee released the 
initial version of the FY2025 Farm bill. The bill would provide additional 
funding to safety-net programs for farmers as well as doubling the 
allocation to support trade promotion efforts. Speciality crop programs 
also saw funding increases, improved the availability of energy cost 
reduction programs and implements new measures to track land 
purchase by foreign entities, particularly those based in China. More 
controversially, the bill includes two items that have proved extremely 
unpopular with Democrats, leaving the current bill unlikely to pass 
the Senate. These provisions are limits placed on future increases in 
funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
and the removal of ‘climate-smart’ requirements for the use of $13 
billion in conservation funding allocated in the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA) earlier this year. These issues will need to be resolved if the bill 
is to pass before the September 30th deadline although it is possible 
that both the Farm bill and National Defence Authorization Act (NDAA) 
would remain funded until the end of the year, even without an 
agreement.

Conclusion

It remains unclear how the Farm Bill under consideration will look, 
after amendments and negotiations between the House and Senate. 
However, both parties have expressed the desire to pass all major 
legislation for FY25 before the October 1st deadline. If they fail to 
meet this target it is likely that funding will be allocated in the form of 
continuing resolutions (CR) to maintain levels of funding from the last 
fiscal year until a compromise can be reached or a new government 
installed. As the election is getting closer, lawmakers are using August 
and October to campaign for their respective seats and garner support 
for their preferred presidential candidate. Although it is unclear who 
the winner will be in the White House and which party will have control 
of Congress, the country is set for another historic election once again.

CONGRESSIONAL OUTLOOK PRE-ELECTION
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EHD, Ect.EHD, Ect.

MMiiccrroocchhiippss                                    
• USDA 15 digit ISO  
• 9 digit Avid and 10 digit Euro.  
• Avid SUDS delivery system.  

  
$$aavvee  HHuuggee  oonn  NNeeww  MMiinniiTTrraacckkeerr  IIVV  

RReeaaddeerr  limited time offer  
SSaavvee  $$1100  oonn  2255  mmiiccrroocchhiipp  SSUUDDSS  

 
Not applicable with other coupons. 

877-330-3943 
SSaalleess@@EEZZiiddAAvviidd..ccoomm      
  hhttttpp::////EEZZiiddAAvviidd..ccoomm  

Expandable Memory 
• Visual display  

• Blue Tooth 
  

  NNeeww  AAvviidd    
MMiinniiTTrraacckkeerr  IIVV  

This will be your  
favorite time saver 
ever! This reader  
does it all. 
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Disclaimer: The information contained in this advertisement is general in nature and is intended for use as an informational aid. It does not cover all possible uses, actions, precautions, side effects, 
or interactions of the medications shown, nor is the information intended as medical advice or for making an evaluation as to the risks and benefits of using a particular medication. You should 
consult with your veterinarian about diagnosis and treatment of any health problems. Information and statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), nor has the 
FDA approved the medications to diagnose, cure or prevent disease. Medications compounded by Mixlab are prepared at the direction of a veterinarian. Mixlab compounded veterinary preparations 
are not intended for use in food and food-producing animals. Mixlab does not recommend, endorse or make any representation about the efficacy, appropriateness or suitability of any specific 
dosing, products, procedures, treatments, services, opinions, veterinary care providers, or other information that may be contained in this advertisement. Mixlab is not responsible nor liable for 
any advice, course of treatment, diagnosis or any other information, services or products that you obtain through this advertisement.
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512-920-4757
orders@WildlifeCaptureEquipment.com

979-203-6735
info@DanInjectDartGuns.com

HOODS AND MASKS

NET GUNS & NETS

CARRY RUGS
BLOWPIPES
Made of Aluminum
Won’t Bend or Break!

JAB STICKS
Fully Automatic. Liquid Releases 
within 1-1.5 seconds!

PISTOLS   Great For Short Range Shots!

C02 DART GUNS
Use as close as 1 yard!
Lightweight!
Virtually Silent!
Low Maintenance

HUMANE DARTS
Side-Ported Needles
Re-Usable!

Let our 25+ years of experience
 in the field be yours
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Preserve

Zip:

o

Payment method:

CCaarrdd  ##

EExxpp..  DDaattee CCVVVV SSiiggnnaattuurree::

TThhee  BBooaarrdd  mmaayy  cchhaannggee  dduueess  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee..

I hereby make application for membership in the ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION agreeing to conform to the 
ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION CODE OF ETHICS and BYLAWS governoring this Association.

SSiiggnnaattuurree::

CODE OF ETHICS

ADA 2023-2024 Board of Directors
Rodney Ragon, Cameron Odom, Billy Norris, Casey Mitchell

 Troy Zachini, Dane Dorsett, Mat Watts, Chris Wiggly, Jeff Beaver, John Biddle, Chad McMichael, Dustin Reid

ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION
2 Industrial Rd.  •  Brent, AL 35034 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Each Diamond Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine. VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.  
DIAMOND MEMBERS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE ADA WEBSITE AND IN ALL MAGAZINES FOR 5 YEARS.

Return by Mail to ADA:  2 Industrial Rd.  •  Brent, AL 35034

CLASSIFICATIONS (Please check one)

Each Platinum Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine. VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.  
PLATINUM MEMBERS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE ADA WEBSITE AND IN ALL MAGAZINES AND TRADESHOWS FOR THE LIFE OF THE MEMBER.

Member Name: 

Partner/Spouse:

Farm or Business Name: 

Address:

City:

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: 

Website:

Business #:

Fax #:

Each Gold Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine.  Gold Memberships renew every year at the Annual 
Membership Meeting.  VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.

Breedero Associateo Brokero Huntero

SSttaattee:

Home Ph#:

Cell Ph#:

E-Mail:

DDaattee::

o SSiillvveerr  MMeemmbbeerr:: AAnnnnuuaall  DDuueess  AAmmoouunntt::        $$5500..0000
Each Silver Member is understood to provide goods and/or services to the industry.  Silver Members shall be entitled to receive quarterly ADA magazine.  
Silver Memberships renew every year at the Annnual Membership Meeting.  NO VOTING RIGHTS.

GGoolldd  MMeemmbbeerr::      AAnnnnuuaall  DDuueess  AAmmoouunntt::        $$110000..0000

 DDiiaammoonndd  MMeemmbbeerr::    55  YYEEAARR  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP   DDuueess  ffoorr  55  YYeeaarrss  AAmmoouunntt::        $$550000..0000

o LLiiffeettiimmee  MMeemmbbeerr::    LLIIFFEETTIIMMEE  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP OOnnee--TTiimmee  DDuueess  AAmmoouunntt::        $$11,,000000..0000



PPaaiidd  wwiitthh  EEnncclloosseedd  CChheecckk
VViissaa MMaasstteerrccaarrdd DDiissccoovveerr AAmmeerriiccaann  EExxpprreessss

Prefer to sign up online?
Simply scan this QR code with your smart phone, & it will bring 

you to our membership registration page automatically!
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If you would like your farm or business 
featured on our business card pages, 
email digital pdf file or scanned image 
(must be readable resolution) of your 
business card to the email address 
below.

This gives Alabama Deer Association 
members a way to reach out to one 
another for services and to buy or sell 
deer!  There will be limited pages for 
these card spreads, first come first 
serve. The overflow would be placed 
in the next issue and cards will be 
rotated each quarter.

Email to: 
Samantha Uchytil
deerassociations@gmail.com

FREE business card ads for 
members of Alabama Deer Association
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PREPARING YOUR BUCKS FOR THE HUNT 
COMMON SENSE ADVICE    

By: Gail Veley  •  Sponsored by WOL

Preparing your bucks for the 
hunt begins long before warm 
and humid summer months 
turn into cooler and crisper 
fall days. Although the feeling 

of autumn ascending upon the earth 
makes hunters usually think of only 
one thing – hunting – preserve owners 
have begun preparing for those hunts 
months before. In fact, it may feel as 
though they are always perpetually 
preparing in one form or another. 
However, February can be a crucial 
month in this overall process. “After 
the hardest part of the winter is over, 
I start in February making sure I have 
enough protein available to my bucks 
in my preserve who were not harvested 
the year before,” said Brandon Bollinger 
of 2 Brothers Whitetail in Loranger, 
Louisiana. “Protein gets them from the 
rut back into condition. The key is their 
body condition.”

An essential source of protein can be 
found in clover plots. “You want to 
make sure those are ready for spring,” 
Bollinger, 47, said. “The key to growing 
big deer is putting a buffet in front on 
them and as little amount of stress as 
possible.” Bollinger, who makes a point 
of closely watching and surveying his 
bucks all summer, starts rolling his 
preserve cameras in July, in an effort to 
ensure those bucks, currently residing 
inside, are ingesting enough adequate 
protein to meet size standards for the 

upcoming season. Bucks currently 
residing in pens are also closely 
monitored as plans progress to stock 
the preserve. And although Bollinger 
raises enough of his own bucks to not 
need to buy more, he feels that selling 
some of his own while acquiring some 
from other farms, keeps his inventory 
varied and perhaps more appealing  
to hunters. 

Bollinger, in addition to knowing how 
to raise the most appealing buck, 
has also learned through the years 
the most appealing circumstances 
of introducing bucks into a preserve. 
“I start in August while they are still 
in velvet,” he said. “Don’t do it the 
day before a hunt. Put them in the 
preserve in August while they are in 
velvet and learning where they want 
to be, and they are calm. You also 
need a 30-day buffer to make sure the 
medications they need for transport are 
out of their system.” Preceding these 
precautions is the most valuable advice: 
Introduce them into the preserve at 
night. “You have much less of a chance 
of losing them because it’s not as hot.” 
Although some preserve owners prefer 
a method of introduction referred to 
as “soft launching” by first placing deer 
in a large pen inside the preserve, 
Bollinger finds that “day of” or prompt 
introductions can work just as well.

In an effort to make this type of 
introduction as safe as possible, 

Bollinger also advises to not 
only have food and water 
sources located interiorly of your 
preserve, but all along the fence 
line as well, as deer tend to 
gravitate to the fence and pace 
and without easily accessible 
water and food, could dehydrate 
and die. In also realizing that 
deer learn the sound of an 
ATV or truck means food is 
coming, he makes a habit out 

of dropping hunters off during hunting 
season from a vehicle, making it easier 
for them to slip into advantageous 
places. Although Bollinger takes every 
precaution necessary to make sure his 
deer thrive, fatalities are inevitable. “I 
always have or carry a 10 buck “buffer” 
from what I grow compared to what 
I buy, which is about a 20% buffer 
overall,” he explained. “We hunt about 
60 bucks a year.”

While the thrill of the hunt is the most 
compelling part of deer farming, 
feeling compelled to create understood 
payment terms between seller and 
buyer is what may keep a deer farmer 
in business. “When you are buying 
stockers, you should have a very clear 
warranty period. This is very important. 
The general rule is seven days. 
Should deer purchased not survive 
beyond seven days, the seller usually 
compensates the buyer in some form or 
another, Bollinger said. “Make sure you 
have an agreement in place.”
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Installing Peace of Mind
... One Job at a Time

Contact Us Today to Schedule  
Your Free On-Site Consultation!

3527 Blue Road, Tuscumbia, AL 35674

(256) 381.2675
www.ssgamefence.com

STRAIGHT SHOOTER
GAME FENCING

Services Provided Material Sales
< Enclosures    < Breeder Pens
< Predator Wire   < Shade Cloth

< Custom Gates   < Clearing   < Water Gaps
< Agriculture Fence

< Lifetime Workmanship Warranty

< All Net Fence    < Gates

< Galv. Pipe & T-Post   < Fence Tools

FREE CONSULTATION



31

Installing Peace of Mind
... One Job at a Time

Contact Us Today to Schedule  
Your Free On-Site Consultation!

3527 Blue Road, Tuscumbia, AL 35674

(256) 381.2675
www.ssgamefence.com

STRAIGHT SHOOTER
GAME FENCING

Services Provided Material Sales
< Enclosures    < Breeder Pens
< Predator Wire   < Shade Cloth

< Custom Gates   < Clearing   < Water Gaps
< Agriculture Fence

< Lifetime Workmanship Warranty

< All Net Fence    < Gates

< Galv. Pipe & T-Post   < Fence Tools

FREE CONSULTATION
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L I F E T I M E  M E M B E R S
  RECOGNIZED ADA LIFETIME MEMBERS                                    

Alabama  
Coastal 

 Whitetails 

   Brian Doege 
   Elberta, AL 36530 

    Phone: 251-978-3486 
       Email: bpdoege@gmail.com

BRIAN DOEGE
Elberta, AL

JASON COE
Oneonta, AL

JEFF BEAVER
Albertville, AL

JOE HEADLEY
Clanton, AL

BO PIERCE
Camden, AL

STEPHEN FRED BECK
Tuscaloosa, AL

BRETT DAVIS
Brent, AL

DUSTIN REID
Piedmont, AL

DAVID DIVINE
Glencoe, AL

JASON PILGER
Mobile, AL

Mountain 
High 

Whitetails

CURT EDDY
Odenville, AL

D&D Timber
Farm

DONNE DEAN
AL

MUD CREEK
WHITETAILS

CHRIS WIGLEY
Horton, AL

MULE
SHOE

PLANTATION

JEFF MCCALLISTER
Gordon, AL

SCOTTIE KELLEY
Albertville, AL

SCOTT BOUTWELL
Phenix City

TIMOTHY SPILLER
Ariton, AL

RUSTY WEAVER
Vestavia, AL

MAT WATTS 
Centerville, AL

CHAD TANNER
Davisboro, GA

KENNETH WALKER
Baileyton, AL

TERRY KENNEDY
Toney, AL

TONIO SWORDS
Horton, AL

Thank You 
Lifetime Members!!

Your Support is Very Much Appreciated! 

D&D 
Timber
Farm

CLINT FLOWERS
Mobile, AL

JON KOHLER
Lamont, FL

STONY HILL PRESERVE WHITETAILS
DAVID STRASSBURG

BUCK WILD BUCKS
RYAN CHAMPION 

KYLE WEIDMAN RONNIE D. WIGGINS, MD
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L I F E T I M E  M E M B E R S
 ************************* RECOGNIZED ADA LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Want to Be Part of the 
Lifetime Club...

- C O N T A C T-

Amy Murphy
205-928-2906

Amy@TheSwampWhitetails.com

STAN PARKER
Morris, AL

WW  HH  II  TT  EE  TT  AA  II  LL  SS

VVAALLLLEEYYCCEEDDAARRVVCC WW

EDWARD MURPHREE
Columbiana, AL

JASON CARVER
Salem, AL

BELINDA KENNEDY
TIM LIGHTSEY
TY ASHBERRY

WILL AINSWORTH
JOEY GILLILAND

CHRIS CENTAFONT

BRIAN WARD
Mobile, AL

WES HOLLINGSWORTH

Five ranchO‘s

w h i t e t a i l s

CAMERON ODOM
Citronelle, AL

J.J. MEEKS SCOTTY HOOPER
Cullman, AL

Williamsport, PA

DARRELL CHAMPION LEE HULSEY

LEE HARKINS
Pelham, AL

RICKY SPRATLIN
Tuskegee, AL

TROY ZACCHINI
Forest Home, AL

MARK CLARK
Tibbie, AL

JUSTIN BUTTS
AL

RICKY CLEVELAND
Oneonta, AL

AMY NOLD
Urich, MO

LEWIS BEAR
Pensacola, FL

CHIP BURKES
Brent, AL

JOHNNY PARRIS
Fyffe, AL

Whitetail Forest Farms 
 “Southern Whitetail Genetics” 

Ricky & Karol Beck 
334-726-2908

RICKY BECK
Geneva, AL

VALLERIE & SCOTT PARKER
Jemison, AL

GEORGE CAGLE
Millbrook, AL

ALEXANDRIA, AL                 
256-591-3882

GLEN BORDERS
Alexandria, AL

JOSEPH MARTIN
Cullman, AL

CADE WHITE
Dawson,  AL

TRAVIS TYLER
Summerdale, AL

JOHN BIDDLE
Gardendale, AL
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Does the sound of 
antlers clashing 
make you cringe 
each fall?

Science Geared For Deer

ENTERIC HEALTH FORMULA™ENTERIC HEALTH FORMULA
DIGESTIVE HEALTH & IMMUNE SUPPORT CERVIDS OF ALL AGES

 Supports digestive health and a healthy immune system
  Natural formula contains Encrypt®, egg proteins, enzymes, 
micro-encapsulated probiotics and a prebiotic
  Top dress or mix in feed during fawning season, weather changes, 
times of stress and when top performance is desired

FAWN & DEER XTR™ PASTEFAWN & DEER XTR  PASTE
ROBUST, FAST GI SUPPORT FOR FAWNS & OLDER DEER

   Designed to quickly support normal GI health
   Novel formula delivers powerful immune support
   Can be used post tranquilization to help speed recovery

DESIGNED TO HELP INCREASE YOUR PEACE OF MIND... WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST!

HEAD GEAR LLC 
1383 ARCADIA ROAD, SUITE 102 / LANCASTER, PA  17601

PHONE 717-509-5724
WWW.HEADGEARLLC.COMSCAN TO LEARN MORE

SAVE 5% ON 
PEACEMAKER 

THROUGH PBS ANIMAL 
HEALTH DURING 
SEPT-NOV 2023

NEW 30 LB. 
RESEALABLE 

BAG!

Rut and reduced feed intakes can bring out the worst in bucks and irritable behavior can 
rear it’s ugly head!
  PeaceMaker is scientifi cally formulated to provide optimal support levels of magnesium, 
Vitamin B1 and inositol to help maintain a normal and relaxed disposition in cervids
Now enhanced with appetite stimulants and probiotics for digestive health
Contains no herbals nor tryptophan, eliminating concerns of unwanted side effects
Use PeaceMaker™ to help “keep the peace” during pre-rut, rut, transportation and other 
key times during the year 
Now available in a 30 lb resealable bag and 11.25 lb pail to help fi t your operation’s needs

PEACEMAKER™
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Magazine Deadlines / Event Calendar
Provided by D&K Design, Publisher for State Association Magazines • VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE EVENT DETAILS: DEERSITES.COM

Michigan Fall Deadline

Louisina Winter Deadline

Pennsylvania Winter Deadline

New York / West Virginia Fall 
Deadline

Upper Midwest
 Fall Deadline

Alabama Fall Deadline
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Pneu-Dart. When you can’t afford to miss.®

PneuDart.com > 866.299.DART

CE
LEBRATING

O F S E R V I C

E

Did you know impact trauma can  
negatively influence medical  
treatment? We do. Which is  
why we’ve spent 55+ years  
perfecting the ideal remote  
delivery device. Shorter in  
length and lightest on the market,  
our disposable RDDs, with patented  
Slo-Inject® technology, provide ultimate 
accuracy while reducing the potential  
for problematic hematomas.

IF YOU HAVEN’T TRIED PNEU-DART’S RDDS, 
YOU’RE MISSING MORE THAN YOUR TARGET

LIGHTER WEIGHT. 
MORE EFFECTIVE. 
MINIMAL TRAUMA.
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RAISING AND KEEPING EXOTICS
KANSAS FARMERS OFFER INSIGHT

By: Gail Veley  •  Sponsored by KEDA

Holding a homemade 
plywood shield in one hand 
and several peanuts in 
the other, red deer farmer 
Kevin Constant walks out 

to his deer pens in the spring to tag 
newborn red deer calves. A fiercely 
protective hind (female) stands ready 
in an instant to defend her baby. 
Constant, who is also ready to defend 
himself, tosses peanuts on the ground 
and then with hyper-focused precision, 
gets the job done as quickly as possible. 
While red deer may be heartier and 
perhaps easier to raise then whitetails, 
they can also be very aggressive when it 
comes to protecting their young.

Raising red deer is akin to raising “big 
cows with big antlers,” said Constant, 
who, along with his wife Delores, own 
K & D Wildlife in Meriden, Kansas. “Red 
deer are very disease resistant and not 
as flighty as whitetails and are more 
adaptable to situations. They are more 
curious than cautious by nature. If 
you have a pair of gloves in your back 
pocket, they’ll try to steal them. If they 
grab them and take off and you chase 
them, it’s like ‘game on!” he said. “They’ll 
even climb into your vehicle if you let 
them.” Started in 2019, Constant, 61, 
was looking to raise livestock on their 
80-acre sprawl. When a local farmer 
decided to part with his red deer herd, 
the Constants purchased it and have 

been raising red deer ever since. While 
they appreciate their hardiness, they 
are also grateful for the low mortality 
rate the farm has experienced in 
keeping them. “We only lose about 10% 
of our babies a year,” he said. “We lost 
one from sickness that died four years 
ago, and we might lose one or two a 
year from new inexperienced mothers 
or if one comes out backwards.”

Exotic wildlife in general enjoy a more 
stress-free existence as collectively 
they are known for their hardiness and 
inquisitive, laid-back nature. However, 
curiosity can also prove deadly, as Brad 
Farmer of Farmer’s Fallow Deer in Viola, 
Kansas accidentally found out. While he 
has successfully and diligently raised 
fallow deer since 1990, he learned 
early on how much they like to chew 
on things. “I would caution people to 
take off the plastic twine and net wrap 
around hay bales,” Farmer, 63, said. “If 
ingested, it forms a calcified mass or 
“rim” around their rumen and fills it up, 
causing them to starve to death. But, 
you don’t know it until they are dead.” 
Shade cloth is another item that exotic 
deer farmers may want to avoid using 
as it often gets caught around antlers of 
curious bucks. “As long as you practice 
safety measures, fallow deer do really 
well and adapt to a wide variety of 
climates,” Farmer added.

Credited for bringing fallow deer to 
the United States is NADeFA Founder 
Josef Kerckerinck, who started Lucky 
Star Ranch in 1979 in Chaumont, New 
York after immigrating from Germany.  
Upon establishing his farm, he became 
steadfast in his desire to promote the 
venison market, his main motivation for 
establishing NADeFA. Soon, fallow deer 
became viable livestock on numerous 
farms throughout the U.S. and highly 
sought-after for their meat value. Fallow 
deer, the most popular exotic species 
to raise, are either of Mesopotamian 
descent (larger bodied with wide-base 
antlers) or European descent (smaller 
bodied and narrow-base antlers.)

Profit margins for selling exotics such 
as red deer and fallow can be very 
reasonable, as both Constant and 
Farmer feel the market value for their 
deer makes their efforts worthwhile. 
While both feed their herds hay, grain 
and silage (green fodder stored in a 
silo and fed throughout the winter), 
they also do quite well with naturally 
foraging. Raising exotics also requires 
farmers to obtain a state license. As 
with Farmer, Constant feels blessed 
to be able to raise exotics. For this 
opportunity “thanks be to God,” 
Constant said. “We believe in the 
promise of blessings and have seen 
it over and over in the success of our 
herd.”
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 A WORD OF SINCERE APPRECIATION FROM CO-FOUNDER CAROL CLARK

..VERY GRATEFUL TO THE  
ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION

LLC

We were all a bit worried you might say when one of 
our beloved children, 16-year-old Ty Barrett, said one 
of his lifelong wishes was to ride a bull in a rodeo. But 
the rodeo staff for the 3 R Rodeo in Pelham, Alabama 
July 18th – 20th this year, was prepared. Rather than 
a bull, they chose a steer for Ty to ride.  As their staff 
surrounded the chute and it’s exit from a reasonable 
distance, Ty came flying out on a steer that didn’t hold 
back, leaping and twisting as his young, determined 
mount hung on. With one and then both arms high in 
the air, Ty lasted four jumps. The crowd went absolutely 
wild!! Later that evening Ty was awarded a belt buckle 
that he has not stopped proudly wearing ever since.

We had close to 60 of our children participate in 
the rodeo, sponsored in part by The Alabama Deer 
Association. We couldn’t be more grateful to them and 
for the opportunity to provide these types of lasting 
memories for our “Kidz” and their families. From 
“mutton busting” to “pull the ribbon off a calf’s tail,” 
everyone has a great time. One of my favorite sayings is 
“oh girl (or oh boy) you just don’t know” in reference to 
the difference that Kidz Outdoors makes in the lives of 
our children whose last dying wishes are often fulfilled. 
Oh, you just don’t know. 

This rodeo was such an immense community effort, and 
Rick and I can’t say enough good things about the way it 
all came together, and for the support we received from 
the wonderful city administration in Pelham. We had 
participants from Texas, Mississippi, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Florida and Alabama. And every single Kidz 
Outdoors child received a monogramed shirt and a 
cowboy hat. Plans are in the works for another rodeo 
next year and we can’t wait!! One of our kids, Zachary 
Wedgeworth, is on board to be our official Rodeo Clown!!

If anyone would like to contact us about a possible event 
or a child in need, please call me at 205-410-3779 or 
email us at rcclark107@yahoo.com. Thank you so much 
and God Bless!

By: Gail Veley

Donations can be submitted at: 
kidzoutdoors.org

CONTACT: CAROL CLARK
205-410-3779 • RCCLARK107@YAHOO.COM
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!



©2023 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC. All rights reserved. 

For more info on Bio-LG™ please
contact your local Purina Dealer.

purinamills.com

Bio-LG™ Contains Lemon Grass and Supports 
• Intake 

• Healthy Skin 
• Healthy Hair Coat  

• Overall Health

Introducing the Newest Technology Found in Select 
AntlerMax® Free-Range Deer Feeds

®
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ALABAMA DEER FARMERS STRIVE  
FOR EFFECTIVE INSECT CONTROL

By: Gail Veley •  Sponsored by The Alabama Deer Farmers Association

Without a doubt, “insect infestation 
affects the growth of deer antlers,” 
offers Dr. Dan Moore, DVM and 
owner of The Natural Vet, a 
supplement supply company based 
out of Unicoi, Tennessee. As a recent 
attendee of the 2024 Alabama 
Deer Farmers Association annual 
convention, Dr. Moore is well-versed 
in the types of insects that plague 
deer farmers in southern states 
such as Alabama and Tennessee. 
Insects such as mosquitoes, ticks 
and midge flies “also carry the threat 
of disease in deer, leading to stress, 
weight loss, deficient antler growth, 
anemia and even death in more 
severe cases,” added Dr. Moore, 68, 
a retired veterinarian and former 
owner of two vet practices.

For deer farmers, protecting 
their deer from disease is akin to 
protecting their very own families, 
Dr. Moore has learned. “This is how 
much deer farmers love their deer. 
I even knew a farmer once who had 
two fawns at his wedding just for the 
sake of having them there,” he said. 
For the sake of running a successful 
operation, prevention is the main 
focus in disease management. 
While Alabama itself is home to 
several predatory animals that 
can harm adult deer and fawns 

such as opossums, hawks, coyotes, 
alligators, raccoons and feral hogs, 
to name a few, insects cannot be 
held back by sturdier fences, traps 
or legal, seasonal hunting practices.

In the warmer, moist and more 
humid climate found in Alabama 
“insects must be managed year-
round,” Dr. Moore said. These 
insects predominately include 
midge flies which can carry Epizootic 
Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD), horse 
flies which live on host blood and 
deliver painful and stressful bites, 
ticks which can carry Lyme Disease 
and mosquitoes which can carry 
a vast amount of diseases such 
as Eastern Equine Encephalitis, 
West Nile virus and other diseases 
that can also affect both deer 
and humans. Alabama is home 
to approximately 60 species of 
mosquitoes that are attracted to 
water puddles, watering holes, 
ditches and other waterways. 

Eradication methods include 
fogging with misting systems, 
insect deterrent sprays such as fly 
spray and supplements added to 
feed to make livestock unpalatable 
to preying insects who depend 
on their host blood for survival. 
Understanding which insects 

are most 
prevalent at 
your deer 
farm can 
help guide 
decisions 
such as which 
time of day is 
most effective 
for fogging, 
or when to 
mow or not 
now grass, or 
simply leave 

it as grazing land. However, without 
careful scrutiny and monitoring, 
these practices could cause 
misfortune to other wildlife species, 
floral and fauna that are not harmful 
to deer.  

Many deer supplement products, 
available from a wide variety of 
local and on-line feed stores, 
were primarily derived from Dr. 
Moore’s horse products after it was 
discovered that deer found them 
appealing. “They can provide deer 
farmers with natural solutions to 
common problems,” Dr. Moore said. 
“My father went through three-
year illness during which I lost faith 
in traditional medicine. I felt that 
there could be better and more 
natural ways to propagate health 
for ourselves and our domestic 
animals.”

 “I highly recommend that all deer 
farmers investigate natural solutions 
for the dilemmas they face in raising 
their deer,” Dr. Moore. “This can also 
include more natural dewormers, 
insect sprays and feed management 
practices. Considering the big 
picture, I think this is the best thing 
to do.”
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Hilty Whitetails

1 Year Old Bucks

2 Year Old Bucks

#1081/392431 Highpower/Gladiator/GB Buckster SS  -0.075699

#1083/392432 Highpower/Unforgiven/Gladiator SS  -0.063980

#1114/392442 Red Barron/Unforgiven/B-1 SS  -0.180969

#1150/392449 Red Barron/Duracell/GXL SS  -0.004483

#1075/392426 Red Barron/Maxbo Ranger/Doc GS  -0.243113

#1085/392433 Highpower/Unforgiven/Texas Tea GS  -0.145119

#1092/392435 Red Barron/Champion Express/Dream Ranger GS  -0.026836

#1107/392439 Red Barron/Champion Express/GXL GS  -0.069571

#1143/392447 Red Barron/GXL/Texas Tea SS  -0.002023

#1272/392131 Red Barron/Texas Tea/Gladiator SS -0.011984

#1247/392113 Issac/Fed Ex/Gladiator GS -0.005719

#1243/392111 Red Barron/Champion Express/Indiana Express GS -0.066084

#1295/392152 The Heat/Shadow/Texas Tea GS -0.001827

#1210/392086 Red Barron/Champion Express/Champion Express GS -0.106497

#1300/392156 Iceman/Free Agent/Fed Ex GS -0.017090

Phone (260) 248-1684
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Answers to puzzles will be available in the next  
issue, or can be found on our website: www.deersites.com

SUDOKU
The rules for sudoku are simple:

 A 9x9 square must be filled in 
with numbers from 1-9 with no 
repeated numbers in each line, 

horizontally or vertically. 

To challenge you more, there are 
3x3 squares marked out in the 
grid, and each of these squares 
can’t have any repeat numbers 

either.

Crossword Puzzle
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Instructions
1. Heat the oven to 320F. Heat half the oil in a large flameproof casserole, brown the venison well in 

batches for 10 mins over a high heat, then set aside. Scatter the bacon into the pan with another ½ 
tbsp oil and sizzle for 8-10 mins until golden. Stir through the onions and bay leaves, drizzling with 
the remaining oil, and cook over a low heat for 5 mins until browned. Lower the heat to medium, 
then add the mushrooms and cook for a few minutes more until softened.

2. Scatter over the flour, stirring until the flour turns brown. Tip the meat and any juices back into the 
pan along with the ketchup and give it all a good stir. Pour over the wine or ale, if using, and bring 
to the boil. Bubble for a few minutes, then pour over the stock. Season and bring to a simmer. Cover 
with a lid and put in the oven for about 2 hrs until the meat is tender. Will keep chilled for three days 
or frozen for up to three months. Leave to cool completely first. Defrost in a fridge overnight before 
reheating thoroughly in a microwave or pan until the meat is piping hot.

3. To make the pie, heat the oven to 425F. Tip the filling into a 24-26cm rimmed pie dish and brush the 
rim of the dish with some of the egg yolk. Unravel the pastry, drape it over the dish and use a knife 
to trim and press against the rim. Re-roll the trimmings to make a decoration, if you like. Will keep 
covered and frozen for up to three months. Defrost fully before continuing with step three.

4. Brush the pie with the remaining egg yolk and season with sea salt flakes, if you like. Make a few 
little slits in the centre of the pie to allow the steam to escape, and bake for 30-35 mins until deep 
golden.

Make a venison pie packed with pancetta, mushrooms and red wine, topped with golden puff pastry. It’s cooked 
low and slow for beautifully tender meat.

• 2½ tbsp sunflower oil
• 2lbs diced venison

• 3.5oz smoked bacon lardons, pancetta or chopped 
smoked streaky bacon

• 2 onions, roughly chopped
• 2 bay leaves

• 7oz chestnut mushrooms, quartered, or baby 
chestnut mushrooms, halved

• 3 tbsp plain flour
• 1 tbsp ketchup
• 5oz red wine or dark ale (optional)
• 2 beef stock cubes mixed with 20oz boiling water
• 1 egg yolk, beaten (freeze the white for another 

recipe)
• 13oz sheet of ready-rolled puff pastry

Ingredients

Easy Venison Pie
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You need better magazine ads. Give us a call!

Websites promote you 24/7: no employee will do that.

830-368-4285  |  www.DroptineStudios.com  |  Admin@DroptineStudios.com
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Last Issues PuzzlesLast Issues Puzzles
~ Answer Keys ~~ Answer Keys ~

Answers to puzzles will be available in the next issue, or can be found on our website: www.deersites.com
Coloring pages can be mailed to:

“Samantha Uchytil, 19291 59th St NE, New London, MN 56273” or emailed to “deerassociations@gmail.com”
 for a chance to be featured in the next issue!
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Multi State Magazine Advertising 
Pricing Guide

~2024 Advertising Packages~

To Order Advertising, Contact Our Customer Care Representative,  
Samantha Uchytil at:  deerassociations@gmail.com
320-905-2622 or 260-222-3478     Fax: 435-359-5333

       Find us on Face book:  DeerSites

* Quarterly recurring payment pricing available upon request
www.deersites.com

435-817-0150

Buckaneer Package:* 
44 ISSUES FOR 1 YR. (11 Publications x 4 quarters)
- 18 State Associations

$180 / Issue ($7920. / Yr) ~ Full Page
$102 / Issue ($4488. / Yr.) ~ Half Page
(55-59% Discount off single ad placement)

Doe-Re-Mi Package:*   
16 ISSUES FOR 1 YR. (4 Publications of your choice x 4 quarters)

$204 / Issue ($3264. / Yr) ~ Full Page
$112 / Issue ($1792. / Yr.) ~ Half Page
(48-54% Discount off single ad placement)

Yearling Package:*   
4 ISSUES FOR 1 YR. (1 Publication x 4 quarters) 

$238 / Issue ($952. / Yr) ~ Full Page
$130 / Issue ($520. / Yr.) ~ Half Page
(40-48% Discount off single ad placement)

Single Issue In Any Of Our Ten Publications:
Full Page: $400.00    1/2 Page: $250.00

NOW Publishing
for 18 States• Alabama Deer Association

• Illinois Deer Farmers
• Indiana Deer And Elk Farmers Association 
• Iowa Whitetail Deer Association
• Kansas Elk and Deer Association 
• Kentucky Alternative Livestock Association
• Minnesota Deer Association

• Missouri Deer Association
• New York Deer and Elk Farmers Association
• North Dakota Deer Ranchers
• Pennsylvania Deer Farmers Association
• South Dakota Deer & Elk Breeders
• Southeast Trophy Deer Association
• United Deer Farmers of Michigan

• West Virginia Deer Farmers Association
• Whitetail Deer Farmers of Ohio
• Whitetails of Louisiana
• Whitetails of Oklahoma
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We created this magazine in order for 2024 
Breeder and Hunting Preserve advertisers to 
showcase their most recent photos of their bucks 
close to the last days of antler growth. We realize 
establishing a collective deadline for all states 
Fall magazines to publish on the same date to 
obtain last-minute photos would be impossible to 
achieve. With this magazine, advertisers have one 
more chance to showcase their bucks.

~ Thank you to all that participated!

Breeder Buck 2024 
Showcase Magazine is here!  
Just in time for semen sales, getting ready 
for breeding season!

Scan QR Code to 
View the Magazine!

... if you would like to participate in our 2025 
magazine, give us a call for more information. 
320-905-2622 or 260-222-3478 
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“We were all a bit worried you 
might say when one of our 
beloved children, 16-year-old  
Ty Barrett, said one of his 
lifelong wishes was to ride a bull 
in a rodeo. But the rodeo staff 
for the 3 R Rodeo in Pelham, 
Alabama July 18th – 20th this 
year, was prepared!” 
(see article pages 44-45)

~ Ty Barrett
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