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PREPARING DOES FOR
BREEDING SEASON
ADVICE FROM ALABAMA

By: Gail Veley « Sponsored by The Alabama Deer Farmers Association

Successfully getting your does from
the weaning pens to the breeding
pens can be considered somewhat
of a science, perfected through the
course of experience combined with
a little trial and error. “Breeding
plans can get complicated with
everything you need to consider
such as CWD resistance, pedigrees
and antlers,” explains Cameron
Odom, owner of Five O's Ranch,

a 41-acre spread begun in 2015

in Citronelle, Alabama. At Five O's
Ranch, a farm which is currently
home to 140 deer that is expecting
close to 100 fawns in the spring, “we
make every effort to make sure our
does are as healthy as they can be
and ready for breeding season.”

At the forefront of these
preparations should be the constant
monitoring for and prevention of
EHD. The city of Citronelle, known
since 1955 as the oil capital of
Alabama and located 34 miles north
of Mobile, has its fair share of annual
rain and occasional hurricanes and
along with that a higher prevalence
of bacteria, midge flies and EHD.

“If a doe has had a bout of EHD
close to breeding season, | highly
recommend not putting her through
the stress of A.l.,” Odom, 48, said.
“At our farm, we would breed her
naturally instead through live cover.”

To have the healthiest does, a

diet high in quality hay, grain and
minerals is recommended year-
round, with an increase of those
things during the winter and spring
months as fawns are developing,
born and raised (simultaneously
along with future breeding plans
and preparations.) “I feel this is
something every farm should
practice, along with regular
wormings and vaccinations, to
ensure their does have appropriate
antibodies and that their body
condition is good,” Odom said.

Body condition and overall health
also factors into weaning fawns.

“If one of your does becomes sick
in August or September, it's not
recommended that you compound
the situation by pulling fawns off,”
Odom said. “Wait a couple weeks

or so until she is healthy again.
Remember you want your does as
strong and as healthy as they can
get as breeding season approaches.”

A strong hunting economy,
perpetuated by an abundance of
state-wide preserves, means the
demand for deer is high. In Alabama,
a closed-border state, maintaining
healthy deer herds is essential to
the long-term success of every deer
farm. “Essentially, good animal
husbandry is the biggest key to
success,” Odom shared. “Knowing
your herd and laying eyes of them
every day, even twice a day, is an
important part of this. Be vigilant
and aware. Vaccinate and utilize

A.l. whenever you can to increase
hearty genetic variety while being
mindful of your end market. Is CWD
resistance important? Antler size?
Negative GEBV markers? Or all of the
above?”

Odom feels everyone involved in The
Alabama Deer Farmers Association
strives hard to stay abreast of the
latest industry trends, and to be
compliant with the regulations set in
place by The Alabama Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources. “We have a great group
of deer farmers operating well-run
and well managed deer farms,”
Odom said. “We are grateful for the
opportunity to do what we love with
the support of our spouses, friends,
family and customers.”



ROCKY RIDGE WHITETAILS

FOCUSED ON CWD RESISTANCE
AND QUALITY BREEDING

By: Gail Veley

When asking John Ervin Stoltzfus
at Rocky Ridge Whitetails what

he breeds for, his answer always
begins the same way. “l don't take
short cuts. | breed for super large
mainframes, such as beam length,
tine length, width, and solid mass,”
he said. He feels confident in his
decisions and validated by the fact
he is consistently winning antler
competition awards at NADeFA. “|
really like the “wow factor” when
you get those antlers in your
hands,” he added.

John Ervin likes to breed a variety
of deer for his customers to choose
from, such as large clean typicals,
large typical mainframes with
extras to help increase score and
give more character. Close to 15%
of his herd he breeds for 500"+ and
600"+ giant nontypical’s with a focus
on large balanced mainframes. In
addition to breeding for a variety
of antler types, he also breeds for
health, body size and proven “pass
down” genetics. “All of these factors
have been a high priority for many
years at Rocky Ridge Whitetails

and continues to be,” John Ervin

emphasized. However, his focus has
also shifted to another unavoidable
trait in the quest to produce quality
deer, breeding for CWD resistance.

Scientific research by experts such
as Dr. Haley, Dr. Seabury and
numerous research facilities like the
one found in Aimes, lowa has paved
the way for a future potentially void
of CWD. “I've always had a passion
and fascination to study, breed,
watch and follow genetics and
pedigrees in whitetail deer,” John
Ervin said. “About 6 years ago when
| heard about Dr. Haley's research
in whitetails on CWD resistant
genes, it got my attention. | always
had a feeling that nature has a way
of taking its course and the weak
will die off. But the strong genes will
survive and reproduce. If they could
breed out sheep scrapies, then why
couldn't deer farmers breed deer
CWD resistant deer, since both are
a prion disease.”

John Ervin also feels optimistic
about a genetic test first introduced
three years ago by Dr. Seabury, a
50K Genomic Estimated Breeding
Value (GEBV) test for CWD

resistance. Continued research

will include updating this genomic
test through CWD positive herd
research. “l believe CWD research
needs to be continued especially
since it's a regulated disease,” John
Ervin explained. “l am grateful

to Dr. Seabury and to NADR for
updating GEBV research annually.
NADR is now doing the GEBV and
codon marker test.” As a result of
this test, recommendations now
include breeding away from codon
96 GG and instead breeding the
combination codon 96 SS and lower
negative number GEBV's, which is
proving successful in making deer
less susceptible to contracting CWD.

John Ervin feels determining
breeding markers is easy and

while that itself may not take long,
breeding lower and lower GEBV
numbers will take a lot more time

if your goal is to have your whole
herd at the lowest GEBV numbers
possible in spite of variables such
as prion contamination exposure. “I
find it very interesting on GEBV pass
down,” John Ervin said, and explains
it just like breeding for antler size.




“You would expect that in breeding a 200" class doe to a 400" buck, that the sons should be close to the middle

at 300". But anyone that has been breeding deer long enough knows that isn't nearly the case, with some being
under 200" and some being somewhere between 200" to 400". And sometimes you get that one that is even bigger
and better then both parents. And, naturally the desire is to breed the bigger and better deer, if you are striving to
improve and take your herd to the next level.”

In the 27 years that John Ervin has spent raising whitetails, he has seen and appreciated the efforts of deer farmers
striving to produce their next level of deer. He is hopeful the industry will see the same thing happen with GEBV's
and that CWD will cease to exist on deer farms. He understands the numbers have continued to rise for CWD
positives and CWD trace-out quarantines in his home state of Pennsylvania and for many other states. “There has
been a lot of CWD found in the wild in the recent years and it seems to have an effect on many deer farms going
CWD positive,” John Ervin shared. “Our Pennsylvania Game Commission does a good job at supplying the records on
tracking CWD in the wild herds, but they don't have a good solution to eradicate CWD. The following are reports on
the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s website for Bedford and Lancaster Counties.

Bedford County wild deer ...........ccoooovesesrurrene #CWD positive Lancaster county wild deer..................
2012/2013 season 5% positive.. 1 2012/2013 season 0% positive...
2013/2014 season 0.34% positive......581 ........coc...... 2 2013/2014 season 0% positive...
2014/2015 season 0.43% positive.......462.................. 2 2014/2015 season 0% positive...
2015/2016 season 0.94% positive.......636 .................. 6 2015/2016 season 0% positive
2016/2017 season 2.56% positive.......678 .........c........ 18 2016/2017 season 0% positive
2017/2018 season 3.99% positive....... 1103 ................ 44 2017/2018 season 0% positive...
2018/2019 season 5.23% positive....... 1223 ................ 64 2018/2019 season 0% positive...
2019/2020 season 7.76% positive....... 1263 ................ 98 2019/2020 season 0% positive...
2020/2021 season 14% positive.......... 886 ... 124 2020/2021 season 0% positive...
2021/2022 season 22.15% positive.....614 .................. 136 2021/2022 season 0% positive...
2022/2023 season 32.54% positive.....676................... 220 2022/2023 season 0% positive...

2023/2024 season results still coming in and to this date
percentage of CWD positive has increased again

2023/2024 season results still coming in with no
CWD positives to this date

While you can track each
county on the PA Game
Commission website for wild
deer, John Ervin picked the
first county (Bedford) where
CWD was found in 2012 and
his own county (Lancaster)
where his farm is. While he

is thankful no CWD was ever
found in his county in wild
deer to this date, he does
understand that could change
in the future with wild deer
CWD positive appearing on
the other side of his farm
fence, and he wants to be
prepared with a resistant herd
if that would ever happen.
And while his farm is double
fenced, he understands as do
all deer farmers, that there
are also other ways to spread
CWD. John Ervin also already
seen a tremendous shift in
those desiring CWD resistance
genetics in the amount of

semen he sells, as well as his embryo and
breeding stock sales. He has also heard
first-hand from hunting ranches that
while CWD resistance genes will not make
a difference to hunters, it will make a
difference for stocking preserves if CWD
resistant deer lower the risk of bringing
the disease onto their property. “Because

https://youtu.be/fr-8PUSTOP8?si=ABqrsYBWAr-vbBE-&t=104

of this, | believe we have the potential
for a very bright future and great
opportunities for our next generation,”
he said. “I'm so happy to be sharing my
passion with my wife Mary Ann and
our five precious children, and to be
meeting the genetic demands of my
customers and their clients.”
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Kidz outdoors had our BEST DEER SEASON EVER in 2023-2024!

We would like to say thanks to ADA members Jeff Beaver and Tim
Lightsey for hosting Gage Roper who took a 200" Buck on Oct 20.

8 year old Gage kept 6 adults entertained at Eagle Mountain Lodge
when he wasn't hunting! He stole everyone’s heart.

EAGLE MOUNTAIN LODGE

Welconie! I ‘:u*:-.,
| mummn GAGE ROPER | &3
I' ¥

EAGLE MOUNTAIN LODGE
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A Moment with Publisher Kathy Giesen

REFLECTIONS ON
“THE BEST YEAR YET”
IN THE DEER INDUSTRY

Hello!

In the deer industry, we are in the midst of my favorite months of the year, January - March. Many of you might recall
that | like to refer to these months as “Membership Drive Months”. Several of the state associations we service have
renewal dates in this time frame and our team is here to help promote. As | reflect back on 2023 and look ahead

in 2024, I'd have to say that because of our Membership Drive in 2023, that it was “the best year yet” for our ever
strong and growing deer industry. Last year, we were able to raise more than $5,000 worth of membership money
to support 15 state associations. At most state association events, you will find our Multi State Booth, decorated

in honor of every deer association we represent. That reminds me, I'd like to also give a warm welcome to Alabama
and Ohio, the latest state associations to be taken under our wing, bringing our membership drive now to 17 state
associations.

While it's important to join and support your specific state association, you can also join others and in doing so,
receive that state association's magazine each quarter. What a productive way to stay on top of the latest trends or
current events! This year, by joining four state associations from January - March, you were entered into a drawing for
a very valuable and useful donation. Thank you, Lester Eicher of Springfield Whitetails, for a donation of one semen
straw, of The Ace. More information to come on our winners for the 2024 drawings!

In addition to staying active in your association through your membership and event participation, is the renewal
(or perhaps the beginning) of advertising in our magazines. Advertising allows you to establish your product or
service and to remain front and center with those that need what you're offering. Advertising has been proven time
and again to be most effective when done consistently and regularly. When others consistently see your ad, they
remember you and feel compelled to reach out when the time is right. It may not happen the first time, but can
happen with regular advertising or perhaps the recognition remains mindful during sales and auctions.

Through our state association magazines, we offer a great service for getting your information out, interesting
content and a really good product. We provide the connections necessary to keep you and your customers in the
loop. I'm grateful for our team. Customer Care Representative Sam Uchytil, Journalist Gail Veley, Our Publishing Team
and for our Shipping Associates that see to it that your magazines reach your mailboxes each quarter. We realize
how blessed we are to be involved in such a great industry. And in the deer industry, we stick together!

It's hard to believe things could get any better. Yet, we are never surprised when they do! Let's all get excited for 2024
and for the adventures that lie ahead! And remember to renew your membership and advertising!! We are counting
on you! Thank you!

Kathy Giesen

Editor / Publisher, D&K Design
Cell: 435-817-0150

Fax: 435-359-5333
deerassociations@gmail.com
www.deersites.com
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Species - Specific for
Whitetail , Mule Deer & Elk

“Better Than Mother's Milk”

=3

FEEDING DIRECTIONS: WHITE-TAILED DEER:

+ Fawns up to 1 week of age: Feed 16 oz. of formula daily, divided into 4 - 6 feeding.

+ Fawns 1 week to 1 month of age: Feed 24 to 30 oz. of formula daily, divided into
4 feedings.

+ Fawns 1 month to 2 months of age: Feed 30 to 35 oz. of formula daily, divided into
2 to 3 feedings.

+ Fawns 2 months to weaning: Gradually decrease formula and number of feedings
to approximately 15 oz. of formula once daily until fawn is fully weaned at 12 to 14
weeks of age. Provide a weaning diet and fresh clean water to the fawn.

For oral use only. These feeding directions are guidelines. As each animal is
an individual, the feeding rate may be increased or decreased according to
the needs of the neonate.

Feeding directions for other species can be found on our website.

Nick Vlamis, President
Email: nklc@aol.com

www.foxvalleynutrition.com

(847) 687-3200 (800) 679-4666

DON'T LOSE A FAWN
THIS YEAR
TO POOR NUTRITION

+ All-Milk Protein from Premium
Food-Grade Milk Ingredients

* Essential Vitamins and
Complex Minerals

« Balanced Fatty Acids
« Improves Digestion

* Promotes Growth and
Performance

* No Refrigeration Needed

« Easily Palatable

* 18 Month Shelf Life

* Available in 20# & 8# pails

» 24/7 Technical Advice
& Support




Quarterly Calendar Update
Ad Deadlines & Events

Provided by D&K Design, Publisher for State Association Magazines | VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE EVENT DETAILS: DEERSITES.COM
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ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION
2 Industrial Rd. « Brent, AL 35034

1 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ADA 2023-2024 Board of Directors
Rodney Ragon, Cameron Odom, Billy Norris, Casey Mitchell

DEER ASSOCIATION
Troy Zachini, Dane Dorsett, Mat Watts, Chris Wiggly, Jeff Beaver, John Biddle, Chad McMichael, Dustin Reid

Member Name:

Partner/Spouse:

Farm or Business Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:
D Preserve D Breeder I:l Associate I:l Broker |:| Hunter

Website: Home Pht#:

Business #: Cell Ph#:

Fax #: E-Mail:
CODE OF ETHICS

I hereby make application for membership in the ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION agreeing to conform to the
ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION CODE OF ETHICS and BYLAWS governoring this Association.

Signature: Date:

CLASSIFICATIONS (please check one)
[ Silver Member: Annual Dues Amount:  $50.00

Each Silver Member is understood to provide goods and/or services to the industry. Silver Members shall be entitled to receive quarterly ADA magazine.
Silver Memberships renew every year at the Annnual Membership Meeting. NO VOTING RIGHTS.

O Gold Member: Annual Dues Amount:  $100.00

Each Gold Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine. Gold Memberships renew every year at the Annual
Membership Meeting. VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.

O Diamond Member: 5 YEAR MEMBERSHIP Dues for 5 Years Amount:  $500.00

Each Diamond Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine. VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.
DIAMOND MEMBERS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE ADA WEBSITE AND IN ALL MAGAZINES FOR 5 YEARS.

[0 Lifetime Member: LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP One-Time Dues Amount: $1,000.00

Each Platinum Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine. VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.
PLATINUM MEMBERS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE ADA WEBSITE AND IN ALL MAGAZINES AND TRADESHOWS FOR THE LIFE OF THE MEMBER.

The Board may change dues from time to time.

Payment method: [ Paid with Enclosed Check
O Visa [0 Mastercard O Discover O American Express

Card #

Exp. Date Cw Signature:

Return by Mail to ADA: 2 Industrial Rd. « Brent, AL 35034

Prefer to sign up online?
Simply scan this QR code with your smart phone, & it will bring
you to our membership registration page automatically!

19



-.——. IJH_'!:—; B TR BT Lo e i ——
rn:;n-—_ RN PRLT .. S— FC -

STRAIGHT SHOOTER
GAME{FENBING

Services Provided Material Sales

< Enclosures < Breeder Pens < M Net Fence < (ates
< Predator Wire < Shade Cloth
< Custom Gates < Clearing < Water Gaps

< Agriculture Fence FREE CONSULTATION

< Lifetime Workmanship Warranty

< (alv. Pipe & T-Post < Fence Tools
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.. ONE J0B AT 4 TimE
3927 Blue Road, Tuscumbia, AL 35674

(256) 381.2675
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KANSAS DEER FARMERS SHARE
IF | KNEW THEN WHAT | KNOW NOW, WHAT | MAY HAVE
DONE DIFFERENTLY STARTING MY DEER FARM

By: Gail Veley * Sponsored by KEDA

In the fifteen years that Joe Bisogno
has owned and managed 3,500 acres
of farmland at Timber Hills Lake Ranch
in Mapleton, Kansas, he's learned one
extremely valuable lesson. “Instead of
you working your land, make your land
work for you,” he said. While Bisogno
dedicates his life to raising whitetails,
elk, fallow deer and buffalo, he notices
a common trend among livestock
farmers. “They tend to focus more on
the animals rather than on the land,”
he explained. “An equal amount of
attention should be spent on land
management and keeping it fertilized
versus letting areas grow up with weeds
that are out of control and other things
you don't want. Consider what you have
and what you don't want more of. As
animals eat and defecate, they drop
seeds that could leave you with 10,000
sprouting seeds or saplings you don't
want that could take a week or more to
brush hog out.”

“Knowing how to make your land work
for you versus you working your land is
one of the most important aspects of
raising livestock,” Bisogno emphasized.
“It could save you considerable
amounts of time and money.” Perhaps
just as important, timely soil sampling
might help ensure that your deer or
other livestock don't end up living

on mere dirt, and that the soil itself
contains the essential minerals it needs
to sustain future vegetation growth.

In addition, deer and other livestock
actively seek out the cover and security
that brush and trees provide, and
benefit even more when vegetation

of this type doubles as a viable food
source. Although Jake Lamb of Sand
Creek Whitetail in St. George, Kansas

is more of a newcomer to the deer
industry, he sees firsthand the shade
and serenity the mulberry, oak and
walnut trees in one of his pens provides
to his whitetail and hopes to offer the
same level of landscaping in every
future pen he builds.

During initial pen design and building,
proper mowing is paramount as ticks
can become an unwelcome nuisance.
In running their businesses, both
Bisogno and Lamb have witnessed

the wrath of ticks firsthand. “I've had
fawns practically eaten alive by ticks,”
Bisogno said. As such, he makes a
regular practice along with Lamb of
feeding supplements to help deter
ticks and other troublesome parasites.
While parasite control, fastidious land
management practices and proper
pen design should be considered
simultaneously, Lamb wishes he had
also paid more attention to constructing
alleyways.
“Alleyways are key,
and | should have
done that first,”
Lamb said. Had

he to do over “|

i would have visited
¢ more farms and
would have gotten
a couple handling
, facilities set up and
W ready to go before
deer arrived.”
Short term plans

at Lamb’s farm include constructing a
14-foot alleyway between pens one and
two using telephone poles and cutting
down brush. Other farm plans include
turning an existing shed into handling
facility in order to be able to do “a little
bit of everything,” Lamb said. “I'm willing
to put a handling chute in there for A.l.
when the need arises.”

“We started off small to limit our
mistakes,” Lamb said. “Like all deer
farmers, we are looking to have a
breeder buck at some point and breed
for CWD resistance. We'd ultimately
like to grow large-bodied typical deer.”
Through the help of his parents who
own a neighboring 260 acres, Lamb
would also like to create a hunting
preserve, his ultimate dream. “I'm
grateful to every veteran deer farmer
(such as Bisogno and Karla and Mike
Kretschmer along with many more
KEDA members) who offer advice

and mentoring and want to help you
succeed,” Lamb said. “l encourage
everyone to stay involved in your state
associations and stay connected. This
way we can all support each other.”
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NexGen

ANIMAL HEALTH )

Combining Compassion
with Innovation

Elevating Sedation and Immobilization Excellence

for ‘Every Deer Species

This ad provides general information, not medical advice;

NexGen Pharmaceuticals is not liable for information obtained;

Visit our website to learn more www.nexgenvetrx.com.

support@nexgenanimalhealth.com
Toll: 1.877.599.8449
Direct: 1.817.599.7781.



TOP 30 NORTH AND SOUTH AND CHUPP'’S AUCTIONS
OFFER VALUABLE NETWORKING VENUES

By: Gail Veley « Sponsored by Whitetails of Oklahoma

The annual Chupp Auction and the
Top 30 North and South Auctions

not only provide opportunities to
promote a farm or product, they

are vitally important to keeping the
enthusiasm for the deer industry
going. The Chupp Auction, thought of
by some as the “springboard” to Top
30 “encourages farms to put their best
stuff in,” offers Ivan Hochstetler of
Double D Whitetails in Dundee, Ohio.
“It gives people the incentive to keep
breeding ‘up’ with the best genetics
they can afford and gets them more
excited for Top 30."

According to Whitetail Sales and
Service co-owner Chris Ezell “we had
a great turnout this year at Top 30,”
he said. “We want everyone to realize
how necessary it is to make time for
events like these. This is almost as
important as attending the annual
NADeFA convention.”

Hochstetler, who has spent the last
14 years breeding deer, has been

in the Top 30 North auction for the
past 10 years, offering an auction lot
of three bred does. “I'm extremely
happy with what | got this year for my
lot,” he said. “It's very meaningful to
be included. We are grateful to Kevin
Grace who started it all.”

When Eddie Ray Borkholder and his
wife Diane prepare to participate in
the Top 30 North auction, loading up
to come includes more than packing
a suitcase and deciding which three
of his treasured Patrick-line does will
be sold. It also includes a production
of baking “Fry Pies” started long
before the actual auction date. “This
year we brought 300 pies,” Eddie

Ray said. “We give them away at our
booth. It's a half-moon glazed pie
filled with blueberries, strawberries,
coconut or apple. We never have

any trouble attracting people to our
booth. That's one of the best things
about auctions like Top 30. Meeting
all the people who attend. A lot of
the guys in it back then are gone and
it's a whole different group of people
now talking about deer. We love it. We
are very thankful to Kevin Grace and
the Chupp brothers for starting these
auctions, and to Chris Ezell and Lester
Eicher for keeping it going.”

Like Hochstetler, Eddie Ray, who has
been participating in Top 30 North
since 2001, was also extremely happy
with what his auction lot brought in
this year. “The atmosphere of the
auction and the excitement of bidding
might entice someone to pay more for
what you're selling compared to if you

were just selling the same deer off of
your farm,” Ezell said. “That's another
great aspect about being involved.”

Getting into the Top 30 as a consignor
is not quite as daunting of a task as it
might seem, Hochstetler, 67, shared.
Along with the Top 30 North or South
is also the Select 20, a secondary
group of auction participants. Each
year, the top five Select 20 auction
winners take the place of the lowest
Top 30 auction participants when

the next Top 30 Auction North or
South occurs. “This makes way for
newcomers and encourages everyone
to bring their best,” he added.

“Every deer farmer should do
whatever it takes to be a part of these
auctions,” Ezell said. Dates, times and
places for each and every auction (as
well as advertising deadlines) can be
easily found by visiting https://www.
whitetailsalesauctionllc.com, or talking
with Eicher or Ezell. A percentage of
the profits from auctions often end
up being donated to a worthy cause
such as nonprofit organizations that
support hunting or land conservation.
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512-920-4757
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By far the most humane

USA

979-203-6735

info@DanlnjectDartGuns.com

Let our 25+ years of experience
in the field be yours

5o @& HUMANE DARTS C02 DART GUNS
«'o® '+ Side-Ported Needles Use as close as 1 yard!
‘ Re-Usable! Lightweight!

Virtually Silent!
Low Maintenance
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GROUND VENISON TACOS

With my quick, flavorful ground venison tacos, the meat is sauteed with a mixture of herbs and spices
until perfectly cooked! Simply serve the ground venison taco meat on your favorite tortillas with the
condiments you love, and dinner is served!

INGREDIENTS
+ 1 Tablespoon Qlive Oil

» % Cup Diced Onion

+ 1 Teaspoon Minced Garlic

* 1 Pound Ground Venison

+ 1 Large Diced Roma Tomato

* Y Cup Chopped Cilantro

+ 3 Tablespoons Lime Juice

» Y Cup Water or Broth (to help cook down the venison)
+  4-8 Tortillas

+ Seasonings — 1 %z tablespoon chili powder, 2 tablespoon
cumin, %2 tablespoon paprika, 2 teaspoon salt & pepper, 4
teaspoon garlic powder, and %4 teaspoon onion powder

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Sauté onion. In a large skillet or non-stick frying pan, heat 1 tablespoon of olive oil over
medium-high heat. Once the oil begins to shimmer and gets close to smoking, add 2 cup
of diced onion and sauté for 4 to 5 minutes or until the onion is translucent, tender, and
fragrant.

2. Sauté venison. To the onion, add 1 teaspoon of minced garlic and sauté for an additional 30
seconds to 1 minute before adding 1 pound of ground venison. Then, loosely break up the
venison and stir into the onion and garlic. Allow the venison to sear for 2 to 3 minutes, then
flip and break up the venison as it browns.

3. Add seasoning. Once the ground venison is browned, add the seasoning, including 1 %2
tablespoon of chili powder, V2 tablespoon of cumin, %2 tablespoon of paprika, 2 teaspoon
each of salt & pepper, 74 teaspoon of garlic powder, and V4 teaspoon of onion powder. Next,
add 7 cup chopped cilantro, 1 large diced Roma tomato, 3 tablespoons of lime juice, and V4
cup of water. Stir the mixture until combined.

'% 4. Simmer taco meat. Next, bring the ground venison taco meat to a boil, reduce heat to low,
and then simmer for 5 minutes or until the taco meat reaches your desired consistency.

i W When the taco meat is done, remove the pan from the heat and serve in about 4 to 8 of your
{, favorite taco shells/tortillas. Top with desired condiments and serve!
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mnndﬂl(?&ﬂ.’!—#

P A056-513- 7228
w 4055137238
B Nﬂﬂﬁmq'ﬂn'.mm

WWW.DEERREGISTRY.COM

" -\ __REGISTER
serviNG THE ENTIRE e 1
CERVID' INDUSTRY /) | obsoemmncmie -

(L SGENETIGC ADVANTAGE

, * ONLINE SERVICES
» NADR Inventory
« Interactive
« Genetic Profile

View GEBV Scores

MARY VOLK

“THE MASK LADY"

320.232.7493
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ANTLERMAX

Introducing the Newest Technology Found in Select
AntlerMax® Free-Range Deer Feeds

Bio-LG

SUPPLEMENT

Bio-LG™ Contains Lemon Grass and Supports
* Intake
* Healthy Skin
*» Healthy Hair Coat
* Overall Health

For more info on Bio-LG™ please
contact your local Purina Dealer.

nT
WATER RESIETA

purinamills.com

|
FEED GREATNESS®

©2023 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC. All rights reserved.
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PERFORMANCE LIFENUTBITION
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25 YEARS \ $
EXPERIENCE DEVELOPING CUSTOM :

DEER, ELK & EXOTIC FEED
PROGRAMS & FORMULAS

MaxRax Wildlife Nutrition, Inc.
Shane Horrocks M.S., Nutritionist i Tie g
979-224-4399 i
maxraxdeerfeed@gmail.com '

New Research
with Improved
Product Formulas

Optimize gut health through the
establishment of beneficial microflora
(probiotics) and strengthen Animal immune.

- Precision-released probiotics and enzymes for
optimal gut health

- Maximize nutrient absorption and feed efficiency

- Products to assist exotic hoofstock and
whitetail fawn health/growth, doe lactation,
and buck antler development

Contact: @Ed;,:@
Ca\\ Now -
Shane & Jennifer Horrocks E-'-’-F
o 'L.l-

Owners/Representatives 979.224.4399 5"-;:!'

32



hrough Safari Club
International (SCI), farm-
raised deer who win
antler competitions can
be included in the record
books. “SCI truly appreciates a
deer for what they can grow on
their head,” explains SCI Master
Measurer Steve Uchytil. "They have
their own classification for farmed
deer. Mot all hunting clubs are like
that. SCl allows qualified or “Estate”
deer to be included in their record
books.” Having a deer in the 5CI
record books "is a great way to
make a name for your farm," said
Uchytil, who began antler scoring
in 2017. “As a deer farmer, it's fun
to be involved in competitions
and create benchmarks for
improvement and to be competitive
with other farms. Pedigrees don't
matter and the better you can
compete antler-wise, the better it
can be for your farm.”

For more than 50 years, SCI,
headquartered in Washington,
D.C., has protected the freedom
to hunt and has promoted wildlife
conservation worldwide. SCI has
close to 200 chapters representing
approximately 106 countries with
a membership of 50,000 and
growing. In addition to operating
a 501(c)3 foundation, SC| has the
largest record book of any hunting
organization.

At trade shows such as NADeFA,
as well as other deer association
conventions, antler scoring
competitions are one of the most
anticipated events and can involve
several antler scorers and their

By: Gail VE|E:.I' . Spnnsored by UDFOM

assistants. For Randall Bush, 81,
being an SCI Master Measurer

for 34 years has been one of his
greatest passions. His work has
taken him to numerous events
and states and even to places as
far away as Mongolia. Through his
work as a Master Measurer, he has
witnessed firsthand how hunting
organizations have changed lives
and created lasting memories.

From involvement in wounded
warrior hunting clubs from Texas
to Alabama to helping handicapped
children with guided hunts, Bush
feels certain this was truly meant
to be his life's work. Although he
worked 47 years as a pharmacist
and retired years ago, Bush can
never see himself retiring from the
deer industry. "SCI has been my
life,” he said. "I have more energy
now than ever before.”

Like Bush, Uchytil also looks
forward to the time he spends
scoring antlers as events such as
The Monster Buck Classic, The
Whitetails of Wisconsin annual
convention, The Minnesota Deer
Farmer's annual convention and
others. “I've probably scored about
2,000 racks,” he said. “| guess one
of my most fun experiences and
memories was The Monster Buck
Classic a few years ago. | scored 100
plus racks that day and had to teach
a bunch of kids about it. | had no
shortage of helpers that day.”

In his time as an antler scorer,
Uchytil has handled between 50 to
120 racks in one day. Depending on
the size of the rack, each one takes

|
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an average of 20 or more minutes
to score. "Some of the most
interesting racks are mule deer,” he
said. “There aren't usually a lot of
them. Some of their antler features
are very different than whitetails.”

As the deer industry continues

to grow and hunting preserves
further embrace their role in land
conservation and stewardship,
being active in organizations like 5Cl
strengthens the voice of all those
involved. "We need the 5Cl standing
behind us, promoting ethical
hunting, recognizing farmed deer
for what they are and supporting
the work that we do,” Uchytil
emphasized. “We appreciate what
they have allowed us in the deer
industry to accomplish and thrive
upon.”
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" Science that delivers
the health &p)m([luctlvﬂy

you reg

C l{ lb = SCIENTIFICALLY FORMULATED NATURAL SUPPLEMENT TO
\ 1" HELP GROW LARGE, HEALTHY DEER AND BIG ANTLERS! —

=
[t

- Nutrient rich formula contains highly hioavailable ingredients, including our proprietary calcium/phosphorous
complex with Antler D", that are required to support body and hone growth, especially for fast growing bucks |

<- Contains probiotics and targeted enzymes to support qut health and proper digestion

- Available in pellet or powder that can be top dressed or mixed in feed. Great for antler growing season and young hucks, too

PEACEMAKER
PRECISELY FORMULATED TO HELP MAINTAIN A NORMAL AND
RELAXED DISPOSITION IN ALL CERVIDS

?

4 Helps maintain normal digestive health

- Provides optimal levels of magnesium, Vitamin Br and inositol to promote < Supports a healthy immune system
calmness and provide help for restless animals < Feed powder for 14, days to bottle fed fawns

<- Contains no herbals, tryptophan or chemicals, eliminating concerns of <-Paste is ideal for fawns left on does
unwanted side effects »

- Use PeaceMaker to “keep the peace” during pre-ut, rut, transportation,
weaning and anytime destructive hehavior may occur

ENITERIC HEALIH FURMULS FAWN & DEER XTR

POWERFUL SOLUTION FOR HEALTH & PRODUCTIVITY ROBUST FAST RESPONSE FOR FAWNS & OLDER DEER

- Helps maintain digestive health and productivity <- Innovative formula delivers max digestive support, especially in newborns

<- (ontains micro-encapsulated probiotics, targeted enzymes and - Rapidly delivers help for GI health and a functioning immune system
anovel fiber complex <%~ May also be used post-tranquilization to support healthy recovery

- Use in does before fawning, during lactation and all cervids during
times of environmental stress i M
@ ; l HEAD GEAR 6lL(

1383 ARCADIA ROAD, SUITE 102 / LANCASTER, PA 17601
PHONE 717-509-
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LIGHTER WEIGHT.
MORE EFFECTIVE. {
MINIMAL TRAUMA.

IF YOU HAVEN'T TRIED PNEU-DART’S RDDs,
YOU'RE MISSING MORE THAN YOUR TARGET

Did you know impact trauma can negatively
influence medical treatment? We do. Which
is why we’ve spent 55+ years perfecting
the ideal remote delivery device. Shorter

in length and lightest on the market, our
disposable RDDs, with patented Slo-Inject®
technology, provide ultimate accuracy
while reducing the potential for problematic
hematomas. Pneu-Dart. When you can’t
afford to miss.®

A

55+ YEARS

) § | J——
‘ . INC

PneuDart.com > 866.299.DART
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Word Search

Blossom
Breeze
Budding
Cervid
Dandelions
Dazzling
Dragonfly
Equinox
Fawn
Garden

Grow
Harmony
Ladybug
Planting
Pollen
Revival
Seeds
Splash
Thaw
Thrive

J \_
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3. tum up the earth of (an area of land)
especially before sowing

5. an object made to resemble a human figure
to scare birds away from a field

7. the art and science of cultivating land for
growing crops (farming) or raising livestock
(ranching)

9. a powerful motar vehicle with large rear
wheels, used chiefly on farms

10. a barrier, railing, or other upright structure,
typically of wood or wire, enclosing an area
of ground

11. the study of living organisms

Crossword Puzzle

1

(] :
I.Dw;;ndcoveredwithgrassandother]ow |J] I ] I [

plants suitable for grazing animals

2. atower or pit on a farm used to store grain

3. things that have been produced or grown,
especially by farming

4, a duty or task you're obligated to perform

6. aroughly cylindrical open container used to
hold and carry liguids or other material

8. the supply of water to land or crops to help
arowth, typically by means of channels

11. a large farm building used for storing grain,
hay, or straw or for housing livestock

k 12. a piece of land planted with fruit trees

Answers to puzzles will be available in the next
issue, or can be found on our website: www.deersites.com
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FREE TO JOIN... FREE TO USE!

Cervid Central Marketplace connedts breeders
in an easy-to-use, oll-in-one place solution fo
buy and sell genetics.

CERVID CENTRAL

MARKETPLACE

~— QOO0
SEMEN & EMBRYDS - LIVESTOCK - EnuipMeNT CERVIDCENTRAL.COM




MmlTracker PRO Euro BT
Livestock Reader |

Featuring Bluetooth® technology!

4 Communicate with your Bluetooth®
" Enabled Devices...

%’ Reduce Data Entry Errors!

Ez I
Microchips

. USDA 15 digit ISO
« 9digit Avid and 10 digit Euro.

and Save $10 on 25 microchip SUDS

Avid Readers

1
1
$ave Huge on MiniTracker Reader :
1
1

e Avid MiniTracker Livestock ===
A re e | et 4 Call for a Custom Quote TODAY!

« Blue Tooth® option. EZid - (877) 330-3943

- Dependable Fast, Accurate Sales@EZidAvid.com - http://EZidAvid.com

i |
read EVERY Time! . EZid microchip implants are available in official USDA ISO, Avid and FECAVA
e U.S.A. made and service. products in preloaded SUDS or bulk. Avid products are made in USA.

Last Issues Puzzles
ke ~/Answer Keys ~ |

AN “ Iﬁ‘l |[
1IN ZGWEATE 20| B n
FB\WND S Y UF ' c alrlvlelsit]
RISNINT H 5\1P~B G H| | N
O/ K CMACRE(C L A lelalalelel il Inf
S Q] 0~O~Z-RuJWWARNESNYL |O L £ o
| TUGDWZATANGO lolelelilpluloluls] [
AN _ n
T R BN P AN I plilel D 1
=To
l6lr
AHOLIDA Y S\O
B (
ORDICAGBL S

Py
ol
4
=
5
N
&
b

=

7

—— Y]
PE2=02

P EF]

s
Ly
5

=

#
i

~FFEF

=

..
O
b
-
4
=

r.
I
r

Y,
4——-coO

fa
A

= =
ko o ]
=]

moEkFEDP

BOOTS) BB Pk

-
ZING T\E‘ Q P Y.
h

ko

zlilelplelr]

E 1
tIn] v |
A
L

b,

wlelaltlulelr]
A

— (i
N IOCclm

FFEEFF

=l Sl A

1]

loluly

EPFbF

E
Y L
OC
O A
CJ

U

O
V
N

= NO




* Alabama Deer Association

* llincis Deer Farmers

+ Indiana Deer And Elk Farmers Association
* lowa Whitetail Deer Association

» Kansas Elk and Deer Association

+ Kentucky Altemative Livestock Association
+ Minnesota Deer Association

* Missouri Deer Association

+ New York Deer and Elk Farmers Association
+ North Dakota Deer Ranchers

* Pennsylvania Deer Farmers Association

(" NOW Publishing
\_ for 17 States A

» South Dakota Deer & Elk Breeders » Whitetail Deer Farmers of Ohio
+ Southeast Trophy Deer Association » Whitetails of Louisiana
* United Deer Farmers of Michigan * Whitetails of Oklahoma

zum Package:*

44 ISSUES FOR 1 YR. (11 Publications x 4 quarters)
= 17 State Associations

$180 / Issue ($7920. / Yr) ~ Full Page
$102 / Issue ($4488. / Yr.) ~ Half Page

(55-59% Discount off single ad placement)

@M—ﬁﬁ—% Package:*

16 ISSUES FOR 1 YR. (4 Publications of your choice x 4 quarters)

$204 / Issue ($3264. / Yr) ~ Full Page

$112 / Issue ($1792. / Yr.) ~ Half Page
(48-547% Discount off single ad placement)

Gearling

- Package:*
4 ISSUES FOR 1 YR. (1 Publication x 4 quarters)

$238 / Issue ($952./ Yr) ~ Full Page

$130 / Issue ($520./ Yr.) ~ Half Page
(40-48% Discount off single ad placement)

Single Issue In Any Of Our Ten Publications:
Full Page: $400.00 1/2 Page: $250.00

To Order Advertising, Contact Our Customer Care Representative,
Samantha Uchytil at: deerassociations@gmail.com

320-905-2622 Fax: 435-359-5333

Find us on Face book: DeerSites sww.deersi

430-81/-0150
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NADR# 363963, REGISTRY #: 2-2136
SFR MIGHTY MOOSE / SFR BB73

NADR# 366138, REGISTRY #: 2-4338

SFR SLEDGEHAMMER / FANCY

BELEASNIAS
— AT =

RICK PRIEST 225-572-9212
rick@bigladeer.com
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PRIME ACRES PRESENTS

IRRESISTIBLE

BLACKJACK /7 TRIPLE CROWN /7 SUODEN EX / HARDCORE 71 SHADQW / B37

T
-

WHERE LEGENDS ARE BORM —&% ( ] of N ;‘ I'-_
}gﬂ BLUE CREEK BLACKHAWK FAE !}RY
oot

" -._.; BRAD HASSIG 970.260.8656
'CONNOR HASSIG 4O9.200.0400
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