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2 Industrial Rd.  |  Brent, AL 350342 Industrial Rd.  |  Brent, AL 35034

Alabamadeerassociation.comAlabamadeerassociation.com
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Rodney Ragon
256-558-8997
Rodney@theswampwhitetails.com
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Cameron Odom
251-689-7321
fiveosranch@gmail.com
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however do our best to provide you with good usable information.
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January 4, 2024

As I enter my fourth year as your association president, I remain excited for 
all of us in the state of Alabama who make raising deer our passion. It seems 
like we have new farms starting up all the time. Our membership continues to 
grow and as we speak, at least 150 farms are active members. We encourage 
everyone to attend our annual banquet and fundraiser Friday, February 23rd 
and Saturday, February 24th in Cullman, Alabama. This event is always a great 
time and very well-attended. From dinner and numerous family activities on 
Friday night to Saturday lunch at noon followed by our auction at 1 p.m., this 
event is one not to miss and is free to association members and their guests. 
Funds raised are used to pay our lobbyists, whose efforts help ensure that our 
farms continue to successfully operate. There is no deadline to register, and 
we look forward to seeing you there.

As we look ahead in 2024, I’d like to remind everyone to stay vigilant regarding 
CWD and any latest happenings that may pertain to us. We are grateful for the 
opportunity to voice our concerns to The Alabama Department of Conservation 
regarding potential rule changes, and for their willingness to listen as we work 
together to keep regulations down and maintain our farms and our livelihoods. 
As an association, we must continue to strive for understanding and unity. We 
have made a lot of progress and have a lot to be grateful for.

Rodney Ragon

256-558-8997 

rodney@theswampwhitetails.com

   

The Alabama Deer Association is Going Strong

Rodney Ragon
President, ADA
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“Looking forward to seeing 
everyone at our 2024 Spring 
Auction & Tradeshow”
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HOTEL:
La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham Cullman
2054 St. Joseph Drive NW, Cullman, AL  35058

256-775-9500  
(Block CODE: Alabama Deer Association)  
for discount.

All members food and  
beverages 
are on the house.
Venue WIFI Code: Event 1

WATCH LIVE AUCTION AT 
DVauction.COM
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©2023 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC. All rights reserved. 

For more info on Bio-LG™ please
contact your local Purina Dealer.

purinamills.com

Bio-LG™ Contains Lemon Grass and Supports 
• Intake 

• Healthy Skin 
• Healthy Hair Coat  

• Overall Health

Introducing the Newest Technology Found in Select 
AntlerMax® Free-Range Deer Feeds

®
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The Cervid Solutions LifeCycles program incorporates 
industry leading vaccines. See why the top Cervid 
Livestock Operations choose PV3 and EV1 
for protecting their herd.

WEANING TIME IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY

TO VACCINATE YOUR FAWNS

To ensure maximum health of your animals, 
Evolve your Herd, Today!

JOIN OUR GROWING LIST OF MEMBERS — SIGN-UP TODAY!

NOW COVERING:
(1) FUSO-BACTERIUM

(1) T. PYOGENES
(3) PASTEURELLA

(3) MYCO-PLASMA

CERVID VACCINE AND
NOW COVERING:

(4) E-COLI
(1) CLOSTRIDIA TYPE A

CERVID VACCINE
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Preserve

Zip:

o

Payment method:

CCaarrdd  ##

EExxpp..  DDaattee CCVVVV SSiiggnnaattuurree::

TThhee  BBooaarrdd  mmaayy  cchhaannggee  dduueess  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee..

I hereby make application for membership in the ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION agreeing to conform to the 
ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION CODE OF ETHICS and BYLAWS governoring this Association.

SSiiggnnaattuurree::

CODE OF ETHICS

ADA 2023-2024 Board of Directors
Rodney Ragon, Cameron Odom, Billy Norris, Casey Mitchell

 Troy Zachini, Dane Dorsett, Mat Watts, Chris Wiggly, Jeff Beaver, John Biddle, Chad McMichael, Dustin Reid

ALABAMA DEER ASSOCIATION
2 Industrial Rd.  •  Brent, AL 35034 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Each Diamond Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine. VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.  
DIAMOND MEMBERS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE ADA WEBSITE AND IN ALL MAGAZINES FOR 5 YEARS.

Return by Mail to ADA:  2 Industrial Rd.  •  Brent, AL 35034

CLASSIFICATIONS (Please check one)

Each Platinum Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine. VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.  
PLATINUM MEMBERS WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON THE ADA WEBSITE AND IN ALL MAGAZINES AND TRADESHOWS FOR THE LIFE OF THE MEMBER.

Member Name: 

Partner/Spouse:

Farm or Business Name: 

Address:

City:

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: 

Website:

Business #:

Fax #:

Each Gold Member shall be entitled to attend all ADA meetings and receive quarterly ADA magazine.  Gold Memberships renew every year at the Annual 
Membership Meeting.  VOTING RIGHTS IN STATE MEMBERS ONLY.

Breedero Associateo Brokero Huntero

SSttaattee:

Home Ph#:

Cell Ph#:

E-Mail:

DDaattee::

o SSiillvveerr  MMeemmbbeerr:: AAnnnnuuaall  DDuueess  AAmmoouunntt::        $$5500..0000
Each Silver Member is understood to provide goods and/or services to the industry.  Silver Members shall be entitled to receive quarterly ADA magazine.  
Silver Memberships renew every year at the Annnual Membership Meeting.  NO VOTING RIGHTS.

GGoolldd  MMeemmbbeerr::      AAnnnnuuaall  DDuueess  AAmmoouunntt::        $$110000..0000

 DDiiaammoonndd  MMeemmbbeerr::    55  YYEEAARR  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP   DDuueess  ffoorr  55  YYeeaarrss  AAmmoouunntt::        $$550000..0000

o LLiiffeettiimmee  MMeemmbbeerr::    LLIIFFEETTIIMMEE  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP OOnnee--TTiimmee  DDuueess  AAmmoouunntt::        $$11,,000000..0000



PPaaiidd  wwiitthh  EEnncclloosseedd  CChheecckk
VViissaa MMaasstteerrccaarrdd DDiissccoovveerr AAmmeerriiccaann  EExxpprreessss
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SKEET SHOOTSKEET SHOOT

Thank You to All Thank You to All 
Who Participated!Who Participated!

Services Provided Material Sales

Installing Peace  
of Mind

... One Job at a Time
< Enclosures    < Breeder Pens
< Predator Wire   < Shade Cloth

< Custom Gates   < Clearing   < Water Gaps
< Lifetime Workmanship Warranty

< Agriculture Fence

< All Net Fence    < Gates

< Galv. Pipe & T-Post   < Fence Tools

FREE CONSULTATION

3527 Blue Road, Tuscumbia, AL 35674

(256) 381.2675
www.ssgamefence.com

STRAIGHT SHOOTER
FAME FENCING
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Thank You to All Thank You to All 
Who Participated!Who Participated!

Nick Vlamis, President  
Email: nklc@aol.com
www.foxvalleynutrition.com

DON'T LOSE A FAWN  
THIS YEAR

TO POOR NUTRITION

(847) 687-3200  (800) 679-4666

Now - April 30

  FEEDING DIRECTIONS: WHITE-TAILED DEER:
• Fawns up to 1 week of age: Feed 16 oz. of formula daily, divided into 4 – 6 feeding.
• Fawns 1 week to 1 month of age: Feed 24 to 30 oz. of formula daily, divided into  

4 feedings.
• Fawns 1 month to 2 months of age: Feed 30 to 35 oz. of formula daily, divided into  

2 to 3 feedings.
• Fawns 2 months to weaning: Gradually decrease formula and number of feedings  

to approximately 15 oz. of formula once daily until fawn is fully weaned at 12 to 14 
weeks of age. Provide a weaning diet and fresh clean water to the fawn.

For oral use only. These feeding directions are guidelines. As each animal is  
an individual, the feeding rate may be increased or decreased according to  
the needs of the neonate.

   Feeding directions for other species can be found on our website.

• All-Milk Protein from Premium 
Food-Grade Milk Ingredients

• Essential Vitamins and  
Complex Minerals

• Balanced Fatty Acids
• Improves Digestion
• Promotes Growth and  

Performance
• No Refrigeration Needed
• Easily Palatable
• 18 Month Shelf Life
• Available in 20# & 8# pails
• 24/7 Technical Advice  

& Support

DAY ONE FORMULA DAY ONE FORMULA 
Species - Specific for 

Whitetail , Mule Deer & Elk
“Better Than Mother’s Milk”
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L I F E T I M E  M E M B E R S
  RECOGNIZED ADA LIFETIME MEMBERS                                    

Alabama  
Coastal 

 Whitetails 

   Brian Doege 
   Elberta, AL 36530 

    Phone: 251-978-3486 
       Email: bpdoege@gmail.com

BRIAN DOEGE
Elberta, AL

JASON COE
Oneonta, AL

JEFF BEAVER
Albertville, AL

JOE HEADLEY
Clanton, AL

BO PIERCE
Camden, AL

STEPHEN FRED BECK
Tuscaloosa, AL

BRETT DAVIS
Brent, AL

DUSTIN REID
Piedmont, AL

DAVID DIVINE
Glencoe, AL

JASON PILGER
Mobile, AL

Mountain 
High 

Whitetails

CURT EDDY
Odenville, AL

D&D Timber
Farm

DONNE DEAN
AL

MUD CREEK
WHITETAILS

CHRIS WIGLEY
Horton, AL

MULE
SHOE

PLANTATION

JEFF MCCALLISTER
Gordon, AL

SCOTTIE KELLEY
Albertville, AL

SCOTT BOUTWELL
Phenix City

TIMOTHY SPILLER
Ariton, AL

RUSTY WEAVER
Vestavia, AL

MAT WATTS 
Centerville, AL

CHAD TANNER
Davisboro, GA

KENNETH WALKER
Baileyton, AL

TERRY KENNEDY
Toney, AL

TONIO SWORDS
Horton, AL

Thank You 
Lifetime Members!!

Your Support is Very Much Appreciated! 
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L I F E T I M E  M E M B E R S
 ************************* RECOGNIZED ADA LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Want to Be Part of the 
Lifetime Club...

- C O N T A C T-

Amy Murphy
205-928-2906

Amy@TheSwampWhitetails.com

STAN PARKER
Morris, AL

WW  HH  II  TT  EE  TT  AA  II  LL  SS

VVAALLLLEEYYCCEEDDAARRVVCC WW

EDWARD MURPHREE
Columbiana, AL

JASON CARVER
Salem, AL

BELINDA KENNEDY
TIM LIGHTSEY
TY ASHBERRY

WILL AINSWORTH
JOEY GILLILAND

CHRIS CENTAFONT

BRIAN WARD
Mobile, AL

WES HOLLINGSWORTH

Five ranchO‘s

w h i t e t a i l s

CAMERON ODOM
Citronelle, AL

J.J. MEEKS SCOTTY HOOPER
Cullman, AL

Williamsport, PA

DARRELL CHAMPION LEE HULSEY

LEE HARKINS
Pelham, AL

RICKY SPRATLIN
Tuskegee, AL

TROY ZACCHINI
Forest Home, AL

MARK CLARK
Tibbie, AL

JUSTIN BUTTS
AL

RICKY CLEVELAND
Oneonta, AL

AMY NOLD
Urich, MO

LEWIS BEAR
Pensacola, FL

CHIP BURKES
Brent, AL

JOHNNY PARRIS
Fyffe, AL

Whitetail Forest Farms 
 “Southern Whitetail Genetics” 

Ricky & Karol Beck 
334-726-2908

RICKY BECK
Geneva, AL

VALLERIE & SCOTT PARKER
Jemison, AL

GEORGE CAGLE
Millbrook, AL
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WOW and thank you Jereomy Hudson! 
We have been blessed by him for what he has provided 
for our Special needs children.
Jeremy began his Kidz journey in Dec. 2020 with 
Maddox, taking a giant buck.
In Nov 2021 he took Dawson to Sandrock Ranch and he 
took one heck of a buck! 
In Nov. 2023 he went above and beyond when he invited 
four or our Kidz in a hunt together.  Special thanks to 
Casey Mitchell for his participation and deer donation to 
make this amazing hunt possible!  These two men proved 

their love for God and children.
Ty from Arkansas, “Two Shot 
Ty” from Mississippi, Bre from 
Alabama and Easton from Georgia 
all got their biggest  buck at 
Sandrock  Ranch. 

Thank you will never be enough!

Winter Spotlight: Winter Spotlight: 
Sand Rock Ranch Sand Rock Ranch 
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Indiana Deer & Elk 
Farmers’ Association

Annaual Meeting 
Benefit Auction

Whtietails of Louisiana
Expo & Auction

New York Deer and Elk 
Farmers Association

Summer Picnic

North Dakota Deer Ranchers
Annual Meeting

Southeast Tines
Fall Deadline

The IDEFA Journal
Fall Deadline

Pennsylvania
Fall Deadline

Upper Midwest
Summer Deadline

Mulit-Magazine
Fall Deadline

Kentucky 
Alternative 
Livestock Association

Summer Showcase 
Fundraiser Auction Event

Indiana Deer & Elk 
Farmers’ Association

Annaual Meeting 
Benefit Auction

Whtietails of Louisiana
Expo & Auction

New York Deer and Elk  
Farmers Association

Summer Picnic
TBD

North Dakota Deer Ranchers
Annual Meeting

Texas Deer Association Annual Convention

2023 Ohio Fall 
Deer Convention

Bluegrass Trophy 
Buck Auction,  
Cave City, KY

Southeast Tines
Fall Deadline

The IDEFA Journal
Fall Deadline

Pennsylvania
Fall Deadline

Upper Midwest
Summer Deadline

Mulit-Magazine
Fall Deadline

Kentucky Alternative 
Livestock Association

Summer Showcase 
Fudraiser Auction Event

Visit our website for more details realated to events: deersites.comVisit our website for more details realated to events: deersites.com

*SHOWCASE BOOK IN THE MAIL!
to Deer Farmers in over 20 States!

* See Showcase Flyer in this magazine for more information* See Showcase Flyer in this magazine for more information

* LAST DAY TO SUBMINT 
UPDATED BUCK PHOTOS 

Labor Day

Pennsylvania Deer Farmers Association
Fall Classic Stocker and Breeder Auction

&
Annual Pennsylvania Deer and Outdoor Expo

2023 SOUTHERN TOP 30 
Whitetail & Specialty Extravaganza

Great Wolf Lodge, Grapevine, TX

Louisiana
Fall Deadline

Kentucky & New York
Fall Deadline

Tri-State Associations
Fall Deadline

Labor Day

Pennsylvania Deer Farmers Association
Fall Classic Stocker and Breeder Auction

&
Annual Pennsylvania Deer and Outdoor ExpoLouisiana

Fall Deadline

Kentucky & New York
Fall Deadline

Tri-State Associations
Fall Deadline

Columbus Day

Halloween

Quest for Michigan’s Best
Fall Deadline

Columbus Day

Halloween

Quest for Michigan’s Best
Fall Deadline

Quarterly Calendar Update ~ Ad Deadlines & Events
Provided by D&K Design, Publisher for State Association Magazines  l   VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE EVENT DETAILS: DEERSITES.COM
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* See Showcase Flier in this magazine for more information* See Showcase Flier in this magazine for more information

Louisiana Spring 
Deadline

Kentucky & New York
Deadlines

M
A

R
C

H

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!!!

Quest for Michigan’s Best
Winter Deadline

Upper Midwest
Winter Deadline

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

Northern Top 30  

J
A

N
U

A
R

Y
F

E
B

R
U

A
R

Y

KS Annual 
Convention IA Annual Meeting

OK Annual Convention

alabama Deer association
Auction & Tradeshow

Spring Quarter
Begins

Southeast Tines
Spring Deadline

IDEFA Journal
Spring Deadline

Pennsylvania
Spring Deadline

Alabama Deer Association
Winter Deadline

Quarterly Calendar Update
Ad Deadlines & Events

Quest for Michigan’s Best
Spring Deadline

Alabama Spring 
Deadline NADEFA Annual conference and Fundraiser

Whitetails of Wisconsin
Banquet & Fundraiser

MDFA Annual Banquet

UDFOM Annual Convention

ILDFA Annual 
Convention & Fundraiser

Winter Spotlight: Winter Spotlight: 
Sand Rock Ranch Sand Rock Ranch 
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MaxRax Wildlife Nutrition, Inc.
Shane Horrocks M.S., Nutritionist
979-224-4399
maxraxdeerfeed@gmail.com

EXPERIENCE DEVELOPING CUSTOM
DEER, ELK & EXOTIC FEED
PROGRAMS & FORMULAS
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2024 NADEFA IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS  
- PROMISES LASTING MEMORIES AND GOOD TIMES
By: Gail Veley  • Sponsored by ILDFA

Attending The North American Deer 
Farmer’s Association (NADeFA) national 
convention could prove to be a game 
changer for your deer business. 
“Developing long-lasting business 
relationships through face-to-face 
meetings and camaraderie is one of the 
most important reasons for deer farmers 
and those who sell products and services 
to attend NADeFA,” offers Kathy Giesen, 
Editor and Publisher of multiple state 
deer association magazines, and steadfast 
convention attendee. “At NADeFA you 
get a very good mix of state association 
people. I feel this convention in particular 
will draw from every state deer association 
and be very well attended. There will also 
be a lot of educational and fun activities.”

Scheduled for March 20th-23rd 2024 
at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Springfield 
Illinois, NADeFA will also feature several 
guest speakers. “We typically cover a wide 
variety of topics such as information on 
starting a deer farm to the latest CWD 
findings to herd health and management,” 
said NADeFA Executive Director Shawn 
Schafer. “A sampling of this year’s 
speakers includes Justin Greenlee and Dr. 
Chris Seabury.”

Board members for The Illinois Deer 
Farming Association (ILDFA) are pleased 
that Springfield, the capital of Illinois, will 
serve as the host city for this always much-

anticipated event. Springfield, a city known 
for being home to President Abraham 
Lincoln, the invention of the corn dog and 
horseshoe sandwich as well as Springfield 
Lake, a beautiful and popular reservoir, is 
also rich in culture. In 1812, Explorer John 
Kelly built the first cabin in Springfield, 
noting the area’s vast abundance of wild 
deer and game. Today, among the city’s 
grid structured streets is The Abraham 
Lincoln President Library and Museum, 
a mere 12 minutes from the convention. 
NADeFA attendees will receive a special 
admission rate of only $10 if they visit the 
museum during the convention, which is 
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   

ILDFA Vice President Chase Baker and 
Board Member Dr. Clifford Shipley believe 
that Illinois, a state with a very good 
reputation for raising deer, is a perfect 
choice and central location for hosting 
NADeFA. “Springfield is a good city with 
easy access from the interstate and airport 
to the hotel,” Dr. Shipley said. In addition, 
ILDFA members hope Illinois “gains the 
exposure it deserves in being a great state 
to be a deer farmer,” Baker added. “We 
see it continuing to be that way in the 
future.”

As bright as the future is for Illinois deer 
farmers, is the prospect for new NADeFA 
attendees to make life-long friends 
and business partners, and for more 

seasoned attendees to strengthen and 
deepen existing relationships. In addition 
to events such as the anticipated Antler 
Competition, Silent Auction, Benefit 
Auction, Consignment Auction, Dart 
Gun Competition, Coloring and Photo 
contest and a Culinary Competition 
is the convention hall itself, featuring 
booths from deer farms as well as those 
promoting various products and services 
geared toward helping a deer farmer 
succeed.   

“There are approximately 2,500 members 
reached through our publications with the 
various state deer associations,” Giesen 
emphasized. “Therefore, I feel there 
should be at least 2,500 people that attend 
NADeFA. Many deer farmers have never 
been to a national convention. Everyone 
owes it to themselves to go. Sponsorships, 
and the recognition that comes with that, 
are also available for anyone who wishes 
to sponsor a meal or an event.” 

To register for NADeFA or to have a booth, 
visit the NADeFA website under NADeFA 
2024. “We are expecting a good size 
crowd,” Schafer said. “This is an event the 
whole family will enjoy. Plan on attending. 
You will really have a great time.”

For more information:

www.nadefa.org
Phone: 330.454.3944  •  Fax: 330.454.3950
Email: info@nadefa.org

®
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should be at least 2,500 people that attend 
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owes it to themselves to go. Sponsorships, 
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®
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Mary Volk
“The Mask Lady”

320.232.7493
cuddliez@outlook.com

Deer Masks  • Caps  • Koozies  • Apparel

Custom EmbroideryCustom Embroidery
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Our disposable RDDs are  

shorter in length and the  

lightest on the market thereby  

providing the ultimate accuracy  

while reducing the potential for  

problematic hematomas. Our  

Slo‑Inject®   technology means  

that your medicine is delivered in  

the most effective manner possible.  

Pneu-Dart. When you can’t afford to miss.®

THANKS TO OUR PATENTED 
SLO-INJECT®  TECHNOLOGY 

OUR RDDS 
ARE RIGHT 
ON TARGET
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QUALIFYING FOR A CONSIGNMENT SALE 
WHAT EVERY DEER FARMER SHOULD KNOW

By: Gail Veley  • Sponsored by IDEFA

Building your farm name through 
consignment sale participation is one 
of the smartest moves a deer farmer 
can make, offers Chris Ezell, co-owner 
of Whitetail Sales Auction LLC based 
out of Urich, Missouri. Although 
some consignment sales such as Top 
30 (North and South) may be more 
exclusive and feature only the country’s 
top 30 breeders for that particular area, 
others such as Chupp auctions and 
NADeFA’s annual consignment auction 
offer opportunities for quality livestock 
or valuable and useful items to be 
featured and sold from a wider pool of 
consigners.

As with every auction, programs are 
distributed describing each auction lot.  
“What deer farmers need to realize is 
what a great advertising opportunity 
it is to be in the program,” said Kristy 
Schwartz, President of Whitetail 
Marketing Inc., and Graphics/Catalog 
Designer for Whitetail Sales Auction 
LLC. “Even if you aren’t participating 
as a consignor, you can still advertise. 
Placing an ad allows people to identify 
with your brand. Coming to the 
auctions also allows you to gain insight 
and guidance from others and make 
goals for your future. It also helps your 
state.” Since the early 2000’s, Schwartz, 
39, has been at the forefront of creating 
auction programs and working hand-in-
hand with each consignor to make sure 

every detail is correct. Dates, times and 
places for every annual deer auction 
(as well as all advertising deadlines) 
can be found by visiting https://www.
whitetailsalesauctionllc.com.

Perhaps it could be seen as every deer 
farmer’s dream to be among the 30 
breeders chosen for the Top 30 North 
or South auction, and to enjoy the 
prestige that goes along with that. “It 
all depends on the genetics you have 
on your farm,” Ezell said. “It might be 
tougher for a new farmer to initially get 
in, but possible after some dedication 
and hard work. It’s a great goal to shoot 
for.”

The Chupp Auction, always held in 
Shipshewana, Indiana, generally 
features consignors from Indiana and 
closer surrounding areas. Ensuring 
that the quality of each auction lot falls 
within certain accepted parameters is 
in the hands of Ezell and Lester Eicher, 
who with Ezell, are at the helm of 
Whitetail Sales Auction LLC. Along with 
the Chupp Auction is a guaranteed good 
time with catered food, the unmatched 
hospitality of the Amish and the charm 
and culture of Shipshewana itself, a city 
with an Amish population of close to 
90 percent. “If you haven’t been to this 
auction, you definitely need to come,” 
Ezell said.

The NADeFA auction, always held during 
the annual spring NADeFA convention, 
offers a chance to bring a wider variety 
of auction lots and showcase your best 
animal or most useful or well-crafted 
item such as a picnic bench (or even a 
magazine advertisement and article in 
your own quarterly deer association 
magazine.) NADeFA, which always 
draws a sizable and vast crowd from 
every state that raises deer, also offers 
a unique and interesting trade show 
as well as educational classes and the 
chance to mingle with some of the best 
producers in the deer industry.

A percentage of profits from auctions 
often end up being donated to a worthy 
cause such as nonprofit organizations 
that support hunting and conservation, 
various deer associations and even 
individuals within the deer industry in 
need of additional support for personal 
reasons. “The deer industry is full of 
generous people willing to help others,” 
Ezell said. “Every deer farmer should 
make an effort to be a part of these 
auctions.” Interested auction attendees 
or participants should contact Ezell or 
Eicher if they have questions or need 
more information about deadlines.
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THE NORTH AMERICAN DEER REGISTRY (NADR) 
OFFERING MORE SERVICES AND INNOVATION 

FOR BREEDING AND MANAGING DEER
By: Gail Veley • Sponsored by IWDA

Deer farmers, through the unwavering 
innovations of NADR, can now know 
exactly which GEBV markers and codons 
their deer possess, along with standard 
DNA parentage markers. “Our recently 
upgraded technology is allowing us 
to include GEBV markers and codon 
information with our standard parentage 
testing,” said NADR Executive Director 
Gary Cook. “This information allows 
breeders to maximize the reduction risk 
regarding CWD. The science allows them 
to genetically reconstruct their herds, 
making them less likely for CWD to occur, 
by virtually layering genetics from animals 
that are less susceptible to CWD. This will 
greatly influence breeding decisions as 
well as the future of the deer industry.”

Established in 2007 as an independent 
agency to help validate the deer industry, 
NADR has also recently purchased Game 
Management Solutions (GMS) software 
from NADeFA. “Our goal is to reinvent it 
so it can be opened from a phone and 
utilized in web-based applications,” Cook 
said. “We’ve been spending considerable 
time and effort revamping it to make 
it a much more powerful tool.” GMS, 
a tracking system designed to help 
manage every aspect of deer farming, 
will be available on a subscription basis 
in late winter or early spring, depending 
on when NADR is ready to introduce 
it. Currently, NADR maintains a DNA 
registry for whitetail, fallow and mule 
deer and as such, has tested almost 
400,000 tissue samples. In addition, NADR 
is working on adding SNP markers for 
axis deer that will be available in 2024. 
Deer farmers looking to sell, breed or 
participate in consignment sales are 
strongly encouraged to register their 
deer with NADR, through the submission 
of tissue samples. Sample submission 
options include an excel spreadsheet, 

GMS software or manually. Samples could 
include pulled (not shaved) hair between 
30-50 millimeters long from the underside 
of the tail, an antler core from the base 
of a shed antler, semen straws or used 
semen straws with the cotton plug still 
intact. However, AllFlex tissue tubes can 
be handled much quicker through an 
automated process versus hair or blood, 
explained Lindsey Kogut, NADR Senior 
Lead Scientist. “We need to constantly 
remind people that we’ve grown, and 
samples can take weeks to process,” 
she said. “The earlier you get them to us 
the better. We will keep you informed 
and let you know when it’s in process.” 
One of the advantages of the revamped 
GMS software will be the ability to notify 
breeders when samples are in process 
and when results are available.

As a more recent staff edition, Kogut, 
is responsible for ensuring parentage 
and GEBV results are reviewed and 
released to the breeders in an accurate 
and timely manner. Drawing from the 
extensive research conducted by Dr. 
Christopher Seabury, Kogut spends a 
considerable amount of time talking 
with deer farmers in an effort to explain 

the latest CWD research and how 
GEBV’s and codons influence resistance. 
“Genetic improvement for reduced CWD 
susceptibility is not a single step process. 
It is a work in progress and is a standard 
practice in commercial/production 
livestock species as well,” Kogut said. “This 
information takes the guess work out of 
it and can provide an immense level of 
comfort to deer farmers. I cannot imagine 
where the deer breeding industry would 
be without the efforts of NADR.” 

“We continue to work hard to provide 
the very best tools and the most valuable 
information in a genetic registry,” Cook 
said. “NADR is ever continuing to seek 
ways to use technology to provide 
knowledge and state of the art services to 
our customers.” 

You may reach NADR staff by 
calling 405-513-7228, faxing them at 
405-513-7238, sending an email to 
nadr@deerregistry.com or visiting their 
website at www:deerregistry.com. NADR 
is located at 1601 Medical Center Drive, 
Suite 1, Edmond, OK, 73034.

Watch online at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9mcoEMtacA&t=768s



MMiiccrroocchhiippss                                    
• USDA 15 digit ISO  
• 9 digit  Avid and 10 digit Euro.  

AAvviidd  RReeaaddeerrss  

• Avid MiniTracker Livestock 
Reader specially priced. 

• Blue Tooth® option. 
• Dependable Fast, Accurate 

read EVERY Time!   
• U.S.A. made and service.  

MMeennttiioonn  tthhiiss  aadd    
AAnndd  SSAAVVEE  $$1100  oonn    

$$220000  oorr  mmoorree  ppuurrcchhaassee..  
 

For limited time only. 
 

CCoouuppoonn::      event 21  LLiimmiitteedd  ttiimmee  ooffffeerr    mmeennttiioonn  tthhiiss  aadd  ffoorr  ddiissccoouunntt                                                                                      

$$aavvee  HHuuggee  oonn  MMiinniiTTrraacckkeerr  RReeaaddeerr  
aanndd  SSaavvee  $$1100  oonn  2255  mmiiccrroocchhiipp  SSUUDDSS  
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VENISON CHILI

• 1 Tbsp. olive oil
• 1 yellow onion, diced 
• 2 green bell peppers, diced
• 1 lb. ground venison
• 4–5 garlic cloves, minced
• 2 Tbsp. chili powder
• 1 Tbsp. cumin
• 1 tsp. paprika
• ½ tsp. cinnamon (optional)
• 1 and ½ tsp. salt
• ½ tsp. pepper
• 3 Tbsp. tomato paste 
• 1 tsp. Worchestershire sauce
• 1 orange, juiced 
• 1 lime, juiced
• 1 and 1/2 cups venison or beef stock*
• 28 oz. diced tomatoes, drained 
• 15 oz. black beans, drained and rinsed 
• 15 oz. kidney beans, drained and rinsed 

Ingredients

Instructions
1. Begin by heating the olive oil in a large pot over medium heat.
2. Add the onion and peppers and cook until the onions start to brown 

on the edges, about 5-7 minutes. Then, add the venison and brown. 
3. Once the venison is browned add the garlic, chili powder, cumin, paprika, cinnamon, 

salt, and pepper. Saute for 1-2 minutes and then add the tomato paste. Cook for an 
additional minute, incorporating the tomato paste. 

4. Then, deglaze the pot with Worchestershire sauce, orange juice, and lime juice. Scrape 
the bottom of the pot and add the stock, tomatoes, and beans. 

5. Stir well and bring the chili to a boil. Once boiling, reduce the heat to low, cover 
partially with a lid and let the pot simmer for at least 30 minutes but up to all day. If 
you’re cooking longer than an hour, be sure to cover the chili fully with a lid so all of 
the liquid doesn’t evaporate. 

6. Ladle up generous portions, top with your favorite chili toppings, and serve.

Have a great recipe to share?  Email to deerassociations@gmail.com 
or mail to: Samantha Uchytil 19291 59th St NE, New London, MN 56273
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Now there’s  
a powerful new  
tool to keep the  
peace this fall

Science Geared For Deer

ENtEric HEaltH Formula™ENtEric HEaltH Formula™

HElps oFFsEt tHE NEgativE impacts oF DisEasE & aNticipatED strEss

  supports digestive health and bolsters immune system
  all natural formula contains Encrypt®, targeted egg proteins, enzymes  
and microencapsulated beneficial bacteria

  top dress or mix in feeds during times of disease outbreaks, breeding season, 
transport, or expected stress periods until conditions improve

FawN & DEEr rEvival™ pastEFawN & DEEr rEvival™ pastE
DEsigNED to Jump start rEcovEry iN critically ill FawNs & olDEr DEEr

  immwave® is designed to give immediate boost to immune system
  Novel formula delivers rapid response for critically ill fawns and older deer
  can also be used post tranquilization to help speed recovery

PeaceMaker™PeaceMaker™
  FormulatED to HElp DElivEr a positivE impact oN buck bEHavior

  Delivers optimum levels of key ingredients designed to enhance mood  
and metabolism in cervids

  Helps reduce costly injuries, broken antlers, and death loss in high value  
bucks during fall/winter breeding season

  contains no herbals nor tryptophan, eliminating concerns of unwanted side effects
  use peacemaker to “keep the peace” during pre-rut, rut, transportation, and  
other key times during the year

1383 arcadia road, suite 102 / lancaster, Pa  17601
Phone 717-509-5724

www.headgearllc.coMscan to learn More
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Word Search
Arctic
Avalanche
Blizzard
Boots
Carol
Cocoa
Crisp
Evergreen
Fireplace
Freezing
Frost
Hibernate

Holidays
Igloo
Mittens
Nordic
Nutcracker
Penguin
Quilt
Scarf
Sled
Snowflake
Snowman
Sweater

SUDOKU
The rules for sudoku are simple:

 A 9×9 square must be filled in 
with numbers from 1-9 with no 
repeated numbers in each line, 

horizontally or vertically. 

To challenge you more, there 
are 3×3 squares marked out 

in the grid, and each of these 
squares can’t have any repeat 

numbers either.

Answers to puzzles will be available in the next  
issue, or can be found on our website: www.deersites.com

Crossword Puzzle
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