5 Day Devotional

Day 1: The Upside-Down Kingdom

Devotional

In aworld obsessed with climbing ladders and demanding recognition, Jesus shows us aradically different
path to greatness. When the sinless Son of God chose to be baptized alongside sinners, He demonstrated
something revolutionary about true greatness. It wasn't about being first in line or getting the recognition
He deserved. Instead, Jesus chose the way of humility - not because He thought less of Himself, but
because He thought of Himself less. This wasn't self-deprecation; it was security. When you know who
you arein God, you don't need constant validation from others. Y ou don't need to be the loudest voicein
the room or the first to be acknowledged. Jesus baptism teaches us that real greatness flows from a heart
that's secure enough to serve, humble enough to wait, and confident enough to put othersfirst. This kind of
humility isn't weakness - it's the strongest foundation for alife that truly matters.

BibleVerse

'Y our attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus. Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness." - Philippians 2:5-7

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life are you still seeking recognition or validation from others, and how might
embracing humility change your approach to those situations?

Quote
True greatness begins with humility. Humility is not thinking less of yourself. Humility is thinking of
yourself less.

Prayer

Lord, help meto find my security in Y ou rather than in the approval of others. Teach me to walk in true
humility, not thinking less of myself, but thinking of myself less. Give me the confidence to serve without
needing recognition. Amen.

Day 2: Love-Driven Obedience

Devotional

Obedience often feels like a burden because we approach it from the wrong angle. We see God's
commands as restrictions rather than invitations into His best for us. But Jesus' baptism reveals a different
kind of obedience - one rooted in love and trust rather than fear and obligation. When Jesus submitted to
baptism, He wasn't following rules; He was responding to His Father's heart. The struggle with obedience
often stems from believing we know better than God, that we are the ultimate authority in our lives. But
what if obedience isn't about rigid rule-keeping? What if it's about trusting that the One who created us
knows what's best for us? When we recognize God as the loving authority He is, obedience transforms
from duty to delight. It becomes less about 'l have to' and more about 'l get to." Jesus shows us that
following God isn't about losing our freedom - it's about finding the life we were created to live.

BibleVerse

"Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?' Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for usto
do thisto fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented.' - Matthew 3:13-15



Reflection Question
What areas of your life feel difficult to surrender to God's authority, and what fears or beliefs might be
behind your resistance?

Quote
Following Jesus begins with obedience. Doing what God say, the way God says doing it ain't up for
debate, discussion, or dialogue.

Prayer

Father, help me to see Y our commands not as burdens but as expressions of Y our love for me. Give me the
graceto trust Y our authority in my life, knowing that Y ou want what's best for me. Transform my heart so
that obedience flows from love, not fear. Amen.

Day 3: Already Approved

Devotional

Before Jesus performed a single miracle, healed anyone, or preached Hisfirst sermon, the Father declared
Hislove and approval over Him. This moment at the Jordan River reveals something profound about how
God sees us - our identity isn't something we achieve through performance; it's something we receive
through Hislove. Too often, we live asif we need to earn God's acceptance. We think if we just pray more,
serve more, or sin less, then maybe God will approve of us. But Jesus' baptism shows us the oppositeis
true. God's love and approval come first, and our actions flow from that secure foundation. Y ou don't have
to perform to be loved by God. Y ou don't have to dress to impress Him or prove your worth. Y ou already
have His pre-approval and pre-acceptance simply because you are His child. This changes everything
about how we approach our relationship with God and how we see ourselves. We don't live to become
God's children; we live because we already are His children.

BibleVerse
"The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "L ook, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of theworld!"" - John 1:29

Reflection Question
In what ways have you been trying to earn God's love or approval, and how would your life changeif you
truly believed you aready have it?

Quote
| ain't got to do nothing for God to love me or accept me or approve me. | aready have his pre approval
and pre acceptance.

Prayer
God, thank Y ou that Y our love for meisn't based on my performance but on Y our character. Help me to

rest in the truth that | am already approved and accepted by Y ou. Free me from the exhausting cycle of
trying to earn what Y ou've already freely given. Amen.

Day 4. Heaven Opens

Devotional



When Jesus was baptized, something extraordinary happened - the heavens opened. Thiswasn't just a
beautiful moment; it was a declaration that the barrier between heaven and earth had been removed.
Through Jesus, we now have direct access to the Father. No more waiting in outer courts or going through
intermediaries. The heavens are open for you. But here's what's amazing - when the heavens opened, the
Holy Spirit descended like a dove, bringing peace. Not chaos, not drama, not stress - peace. Thisisthe
kind of peace that doesn't need protection because it's strong enough to protect you. Many of us are
exhausted trying to guard our peace, but God offers something better - a peace that guards us. When you
follow Jesus, He exchanges your dramafor His peace. Thisisn't just a nice feeling; it's the presence of God
Himself dwelling within you. The same Spirit that descended on Jesus at His baptism is available to you
today, bringing the peace of heaven into your earthly circumstances.

BibleVerse
'As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him." - Matthew 3:16

Reflection Question
What areas of your life feel chaotic or stressful, and how might inviting God's peace into those situations
change your perspective and response?

Quote
When you start following Jesus, he'll exchange your dramafor some peace.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, thank Y ou that through Jesus, heaven is open to me. | invite Y our peace into every area of my
life that feels chaotic or overwhelming. Help me to stop trying to protect my peace and instead rest in the
peace that protects me. Fill me with Y our presence today. Amen.

Day 5: You Belong

Devotional

At Jesus baptism, the Father's voice thundered from heaven: 'Thisis my Son, whom | love; with him | am
well pleased.' These weren't just words for Jesus - they're words for you too. When you follow Jesus, you
become part of God's family. Y ou belong to Him, and He is pleased with you. This belonging isn't based
on what you've done or how well you've performed. It's based on God's love and Jesus sacrifice. You are
not your own - you belong to Jesus, and He has accepted, approved, and affirmed you. This truth should
transform how you see yourself and how you navigate life's challenges. When criticism comes, you
remember whose voice matters most. When you feel rejected or overlooked, you remember that you
belong to the King of kings. When you're tempted to find your worth in achievements or others opinions,
you remember that your identity is secure in Christ. There's a spiritual reality that's just asreal asthe
physical world around you, and in that realm, you are beloved, chosen, and treasured by the Creator of the
universe.

BibleVerse
'‘And avoice from heaven said, "Thisis my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased."' - Matthew
3:17

Reflection Question
How does knowing that you belong to God and are deeply loved by Him change the way you view your
current struggles or insecurities?

Quote



Y ou don't belong to you. Y ou are not your own. Y ou belong to Jesus. He's accepted you and approved you
and affirmed you.

Prayer

Father, thank Y ou that | belong to Y ou and that Y ou are pleased with me because of Jesus. Help meto live
from this secure identity rather than constantly seeking approval from others. Remind me daily that | am

Y our beloved child, accepted and affirmed by Y ou. Amen.



