5 Day Devotional

Day 1. Removing the Noise

Devotional

Have you ever tried to have a conversation in a crowded, noisy restaurant? Y ou know the person across
from you is speaking, but the clatter of dishes, background music, and surrounding chatter make it nearly
impossible to hear clearly. Thisis often how our spiritual lives feel—we know God is present, but the
noise of daily life drowns out His voice.

Fasting isn't about getting God's attention or proving how spiritual we are. It's about intentionally
removing the distractions that keep us from noticing the God who has been close to us all along. When we
set aside something good—Iike food—for afocused time, we create space to become more aware of God's
presence that already existsin our lives.

Think about it: if you're afollower of Jesus, the Spirit of the Lord already livesinside you. Y ou couldn't be
any closer to God than you aready are! Fasting doesn't move God closer to us; it removes the noise that
prevents us from experiencing the intimacy that's already ours.

Thisweek, as you consider fasting, remember that you're not trying to earn anything or manipulate God.
You're simply creating quiet space to notice what has aways been true—God is with you, in you, and for
you. In the stillness that fasting creates, you'll discover that the voice you've been straining to hear has
been speaking all along.

BibleVerse
'‘And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.' - Matthew 28:20

Reflection Question
What 'noise’ or distractions in your daily life might be preventing you from noticing God's presence that
already existsin your life?

Quote

Fasting doesn't move God closer. But | can tell you what it does do. It removes. When you fast this week,
what you're gonna noticeis aremoval of the noise and the distractions that keep us from noticing the God
who's been close to us al the time.

Prayer
Lord, help meto see that fasting isn't about earning Y our favor but about removing the distractions that

keep me from experiencing Y our presence. Quiet the noisein my life so | can hear Y our voice more
clearly. Amen.

Day 2: God in the Storm

Devotional



When life gets overwhelming, our natural tendency isto wonder where God is. During seasons of struggle,
disappointment, or anxiety, we often feel abandoned, asif God is watching our pain from a safe distance.
But this couldn't be further from the truth.

God doesn't stay outside of your circumstances. He doesn't observe your storms from the sidelines or wait
for you to get your life together before He draws near. Instead, through Jesus, God steps directly into our
mess. He enters our brokenness, our sadness, our depression, our insecurity—not as a distant observer, but
as Emmanuel, God with us.

Thisisthe heart of the gospel: God didn't send help from heaven; He came Himself. Jesus didn't remain in
the comfort of glory while we struggled below. He entered our world, experienced our pain, and walked
through our darkest valleys. When you're fasting and becoming more aware of God's presence, you're not
trying to get His attention—you're recognizing that He's already in the storm with you.

Fasting helps us see what has always been true: we are never alone. In your deepest struggles, God isn't
absent; He's present. In your greatest fears, Heisn't distant; He's near. The awareness that fasting brings
isn't about discovering a new truth, but about recognizing the eternal reality that God iswith usin every
circumstance.

Bible Verse

‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means 'God with
us).' - Matthew 1:23

Reflection Question

In what current struggle or circumstance do you heed to recognize that God is not outside looking in, but
right there in the storm with you?

Quote

God does not stay outside of your circumstances and your storm and your struggle and your setback and
your disappointment and your discouragement and your brokenness and your sadness and your depression
and your anxiety and your insecurity. God don't stay outside of it. Y ou know what he does? He comesin
Jesus and getsin it with us.

Prayer
Emmanuel, thank Y ou that Y ou don't stay outside my struggles but enter into them with me. Help me to
recognize Y our presence in every circumstance, knowing that | am never alone. Amen.

Day 3: Heart and Hands T ogether

Devotional



I magine someone claiming to love you deeply while consistently treating you poorly. Their words say one
thing, but their actions tell a completely different story. This disconnect between profession and practiceis
exactly what God addresses when He speaks about fasting.

Religious ritual without right living is empty. Going through the motions of spiritual disciplines while
ignoring God's call to obedience creates a hollow faith that God rejects. True fasting must be joined with
faithful living, where our hearts and hands work together in harmony.

Obedience isn't about following rules out of fear—it's about ordering our lives under God's authority
because our hearts have been won over by His goodness. When we truly understand God's love for us,
obedience becomes a natural response, not a burden. We listen to His voice and align our lives accordingly
because we trust His heart toward us.

Thisiswhy fasting without obedience accomplishes nothing. If we're setting aside food to seek God more
fully, but ignoring His clear commands about how to live, we're missing the point entirely. God desires
hearts that are fully surrendered, where our spiritual practices flow from genuine love and result in
transformed living.

Asyou consider fasting, ask yourself: am | seeking God with my whole heart, ready to obey whatever He
reveal s? True fasting always leads to faithful living.

BibleVerse
‘Do not conform to the pattern of thisworld, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will." - Romans 12:2

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life might there be a disconnect between your spiritual practices and your actual
obedience to God's commands?

Quote
Fasting without obedience is empty.

Prayer
Father, | don't want empty religious ritual in my life. Transform my heart so that my fasting and spiritual

practices flow from genuine love and lead to faithful obedience. Help me align my life fully under Y our
authority. Amen.

Day 4: Lovein Action

Devotional



There's abeautiful test for authentic spiritual growth: how do you treat other people? If fasting is truly
aligning your heart with God's heart, it will become evident in the way you serve those around you,
especially the vulnerable and hurting.

God's heart has always been for the oppressed, the hungry, the broken, and the marginalized. When we fast
to align ourselves with His purposes, we can't help but be moved by the same compassion that moves Him.
True fasting transforms not just our relationship with God, but our relationships with others.

Here's a profound truth: most of us struggle to find joy because we're so focused inward on ourselves and
our own circumstances. We don't make time to serve others, and in our self-absorption, we miss the very
thing that brings life—loving and serving those around us.

The fast that God chooses isn't just about personal spiritual growth; it's about becoming agents of His love
in the world. When we're truly connected to God's heart, we can't ignore the needs of others. We become
people who rebuild broken places, who bring light into darkness, who extend God's love in practical,
tangible ways.

If you're following Jesus and you haven't changed in how you treat others, something is missing. True
spiritual transformation always results in love in action—caring for the poor, encouraging the discouraged,
and serving those who cannot serve themselves.

BibleVerse
'Is not this the kind of fasting | have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? - Isaiah 58:6

Reflection Question

How has your spiritual growth been evident in the way you treat and serve others, particularly those who
are vulnerable or in need?

Quote
If you're truly fasting to align your heart with the Lord, it ought to be evident in the way you treat other

people.
Prayer

Lord, align my heart with Y ours so that my love for Y ou overflows into love for others. Help me to see the
needs around me and respond with Y our compassion. Make my faith evident through my actions. Amen.

Day 5: LivingasLight

Devotional



Thelife Jesusinvites usto is beautifully simple yet profoundly transformative: alife lived for others. This
is the soaring life—not one focused on persona gain or comfort, but one that becomes light in the darkness
of thisworld.

Because you are united to Christ, you don't need to fast to earn God's favor. Y ou aready haveit! God's
love for you is complete, His acceptance of you is total, and His Spirit already dwells within you. From
this secure foundation of grace, you're freeto live alife that reflects His light to others.

When God promises renewal to those who join fasting with faithful living, He's describing alife that
breaks forth like the dawn. Y our salvation—your wholeness, your healing, your joy—becomes visible not
just to you, but to everyone around you. Y ou become arebuilder of broken places, arestorer of hope, a
bearer of light.

Following Jesus is always about loving God and loving other people. It's unceasingly about turning
outward rather than inward, about serving rather than being served, about giving rather than getting. This
isn't a burden—it's the very thing that brings life and joy and purpose.

Asyou conclude this week of reflection on fasting, remember that you're not trying to earn anything from
God. You aready have everything you need in Christ. Now you get to live as light in the world, bringing
hope to the hopeless and love to the unloved. Thisisthe soaring life Jesus offers.

BibleVerse
‘Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your
righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.' - Isaiah 58:8

Reflection Question
How can you live as light in your specific circumstances and rel ationships, bringing God's love and hope
to those around you?

Quote
The soaring life that Jesus invites us to, quite smply isalife lived for others.

Prayer

Father, thank Y ou that | already have Y our favor through Christ. Help meto live aslight in thisworld,
serving others and reflecting Y our love wherever Y ou have placed me. Let my life break forth like the
dawn with Y our goodness. Amen.



