
Message Two 

Be in g  Fou n d in  Ch rist, 

Havin g th e  Righ te ousn e ss  of God throu gh th e  Faith  of Ch ris t  

Scr ipture Reading: Phil. 3:3, 7-9; 1:20 

I. P au l’s  e arn est de s ire  w as  to  be  fou n d in  Ch ris t ------P h il. 3:9: 

A. At h is conversion, Paul became ‘‘a man in  Chr ist ’’------2 Cor . 12:2. 

B. Deep with in  Paul was the aspira t ion  to be found in  Chr ist ; Paul aspired to 

have h is whole being immersed in  and sa turated with  Chr ist  so that  a ll who 

observed h im would find h im fu lly in Chr ist ------Phil. 3:9. 

C. To be found in Chr ist  means tha t  Chr ist  is our  unique expression; only when 

we are found in Chr ist  will Chr ist  be expressed and magnified ------3:9; 1:20. 

D. Paul wanted to be found in  Chr ist  in  the condit ion  of the r ighteousness of God, 

t aking Chr ist  as h is subject ive, lived-out  r ighteousness------3:9. 

II. Th e  n e ce ssary co n dition  of be in g fou n d in  Ch ris t is  n ot h aving ou r ow n  

righ te ou sn e ss bu t the  righ te ou sne ss of God  th rou gh th e  fa ith  of Ch ris t ------

v . 9: 

A. Paul did not  want  to have h is own r ighteousness but  to have the r ighteousness 

which  is through fa ith in  Chr ist , the r ighteou sness which  is out  of God and 

based on  fa ith ------v. 9. 

B. Not  having h is own r ighteousness but  having the r ighteousness which  is out  of 

God was the condit ion  for  Paul to be found in  Chr ist ------v. 9; cf. J ob 1:1, 8; 2:3; 

42:5: 

1. Paul wanted to live not  in  h is own r ighteousness but  in  the r ighteousness 

of God and to be found in  such  a  t ranscendent  condit ion, expressing God by 

living Chr ist ------Phil. 3:9; 1:20. 

2. Paul’s desire was to be observed as a  person living in  Chr ist  and having 

Chr ist  as h is r ighteousness. 

C. There a re two a spects of Chr ist  being r ighteousness to the believers: 

1. The fir st  aspect ------to be the believers’ r ighteousness for  them to be just ified 

before God object ively at  the t ime of their  repent ing unto God and believing 

in to Chr ist ------Rom. 3:24-26; Acts 13:39; Gal. 3:24b, 27. 

2. The second aspect ------to be the believers’ r ighteousness lived out  of them as 

the manifesta t ion  of God, who is the r ighteousness in  Chr ist  given  to the 

believers for  them to be just ified by God subject ively------Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet . 

2:24a; J ames 2:24; Mat t . 5:20; Rev. 19:8. 

3. These two aspects a re typified by the garments in  Luke 15:22 and Matthew 

22:11-12. 

D. The subject ive r ighteousness of God in  Philippians 3:9 is actua lly God Himself 

becoming our  da ily living, a  living which  is r ight  with God and man: 

1. Paul did not  want  to live in  h is own r ighteousness, the r ighteousness which 

comes from man’s own effor t  to keep the law------vv. 6, 9. 

2. Our  own r ighteousness is the expression  of ourselves, the living out  of 

ourselves. 



3. Paul desired to live in  the r ighteousness of God and t o be found in  such  a  

t ranscendent  condit ion , expressing God by living Chr ist , not  by keeping the 

law------cf. Matt . 5:20. 

4. The living which  is r ight  with  both  God and man must  be God as our  

expression in  our  da ily living, God Himself lived out  through us. 

5. If we are to be found in Chr ist , we must  be in  such  a  condit ion  that  God is 

expressed through us and becomes our  da ily living. 

E. The r ighteousness which  is out  of God and based on  fa ith  is the r ighteousness 

tha t  is God Himself lived out  of us to be our  r ighteousness through fa ith  in 

Chr ist ; such  r ighteousness is the expression of God, who lives in  us ------Phil. 3:9: 

1. Litera lly, faith  in  Christ  in  verse 9 is faith of Christ: 

a . This fa ith  is Chr ist  Himself, infused in to us through our  appreciat ion  of 

Him, who becomes our  fa ith------the fa ith in  Him ------Gal. 2:16, 20; Heb. 

12:2. 

b. The fa ith of Chr ist  br ings us in to an  organic union  with Him ------Phil. 

3:9; J ohn 15:4-5. 

2. The r ighteousness of God is based on  fa ith because it  is on  the basis , or  

condit ion , of faith ; faith  is the basis, the condit ion, for  us to receive and 

possess the r ighteousness that  is out  of God, the h ighest  r ighteousne ss, 

which is Chr ist ------1 Cor . 1:30; Mat t . 5:22; 2 Cor . 5:21. 

3. When we exper ient ia lly have the supply of the Spir it  through the word of 

life (Phil. 1;19; 2:15) issu ing in  the fa ith  of Chr ist  (3:9), we are infused with 

God Himself (Rom. 10:17); then  the God who has been  infused in to us 

becomes our  daily living, the living which  Paul descr ibes as the 

r ighteousness of God. 

4. We should aspire to be found in  Chr ist  under  the condit ion  of en joying 

God’s infusion  so tha t  we may live Him out  through the supply of the 

Spir it , the word of life, and the r ighteousness of God through fa ith ------Phil. 

1:19-21a; 2:16. 


