
 

Message Three 

Kn ow in g Ch ris t an d th e  P ow e r of His  Resu rre ction  

Scr ipture Reading: Phil. 3:10; J ohn 11:25; 20:22; 1 Cor . 15:45b; 2 Cor . 1:9 

I. P au l aspire d to  kn ow  Ch ris t------P h il. 3:10: 

A. To have the excellency of the knowledge of Christ  in  Philippians 3:8 is  by revela t ion, 

but  to know Him in  verse 10 is by exper ience. 

B. Paul first  received the revela t ion  of Christ , then  sought  the exper ience of Chr ist ------to 

know and enjoy Christ  in  an  exper ient ia l way. 

C. T he one th ing in  the book of Philippians is the subject ive knowledge and experience 

of Chr ist ------2:2; cf. 1:20-21; 2:5; 3:7-9; 4:12-13. 

D. To know Chr ist  is not  merely to have the knowledge concerning Him but  to ga in  His 

very person------2 Cor . 2:10; cf. Col. 2:9, 16-17: 

1. To ga in  something requires the paying of a  pr ice; to ga in Chr ist  is to exper ience, 

en joy, and take possession  of a ll His unsearchable r iches (Eph. 3:8) by paying a  

pr ice. 

2. Chr ist  has ga ined us, t aken possession  of us, that  we might  ga in  Him, take 

possession of Him ------Phil. 3:12. 

3. The Chr ist ian  life is a  life of ga in ing Chr ist  in  His fu ll minist ry in His three 

divine and myst ica l stages------incarnat ion , inclusion , and in tensifica t ion ------J ohn 

1:14; 1 Cor . 15:45b; Rev. 1:4; 4:5; 5:6: 

a . Even though Paul had exper ienced and ga ined Chr ist  t remendously, he did 

not  consider  tha t  he had exper ienced Him in  fu ll or  ga ined Him to the 

u t termost ; for  th is reason he was st ill advancing toward the goal------the 

ga in ing of Chr ist  to the fu llest  extent ------Phil. 3:12-14. 

b. In  order  to ga in  Chr ist  to the fu llest  extent , Paul not  only forsook h is 

exper iences in J udaism but  a lso would not  linger  in  h is past  exper iences of 

Chr ist  and be limited by them; he forgot  the past ------v. 13. 

c. Not  to forget  but  to linger  in  our  past  exper iences, however  genuine they 

were, frust rates our  fur ther  pursuing of Chr ist ------v. 13; Heb. 6:1a. 

d. Chr ist  is unsearchably r ich , and there is a  vast  t er r itory of His r iches to be 

possessed; Paul was st retching out  to reach the fa r thest  extent  of this 

t er r itory------Phil. 3:13. 

II. P au l aspire d to  kn ow  th e  pow e r of Ch ris t’s  re su rre ction ------v . 10: 

A. The power  of Chr ist ’s resur rect ion  is His resur rect ion  life, which  ra ised Him from 

the dead------Eph. 1:19-20. 

B. The Spir it  is the reality of Chr ist ’s resur rect ion and it s power ------Rom. 8:9-11; 1 Cor . 

15:45b; 1 J ohn 5:6. 

C. The Spir it  compounded with  Chr ist ’s resur rect ion  and its power  (Phil. 1:19; Exo. 

30:23-25) indwells our  spir it  (Rom. 8:10-11) to dispense Chr ist ’s resurrect ion and it s 

power  not  only to our  spir it  and soul (vv. 6b, 10) but  a lso to our  mortal body (vv. 11, 

13b; 2 Cor . 4:11). 



 

D. We should cooperate with  the resur rect ing Spir it  to recognize tha t  we have been 

resurrected with Chr ist  (Col. 2:12; Eph. 2:6a) and to pursue the power  of the 

resurrect ion  of Christ : 

1. It  is by th is power  of Chr ist ’s resurrect ion tha t  we, the lovers of Chr ist , 

determine to take the cross by denying our  self------Mat t . 16:24; cf. S. S. 2:8-9. 

2. It  is a lso by th is power  of resur rect ion  tha t  we, the lovers of Chr ist , a re enabled 

to be conformed to His dea th , to be one with His cross ------Phil. 3:10; cf.  S. S. 

2:14-15. 

3. In  order  to exper ience the life-giving Spir it  as the rea lity of the flour ish ing r iches 

of the resur rect ion  of Chr ist , we have to discern  our  spir it  from our  soul------Heb. 

4:12; cf. S. S. 2:14-15. 


