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I hope everyone enjoyed their Summer. Certainly, it was a great trip to Grand Lodge with the added 100-year 
anniversary celebration of our Memorial. 

And it wouldn’t be Grand Lodge without the Texas Hospitality team putting on the best of all events. Our 
Hospitality team shined like a bright Texas star and thanks to all the Districts for supplying the help needed. 

District Travels this month began with East, hosted by Crockett, and North, hosted by De Soto. As always, it 
was great fellowship and the hospitality was great! Thanks. 

And now it is Fall, when the work ramps up. September brings up Homecoming, and the Bandits have 
planned a lot of ways “to steal your money!” Remember this is a family friendly event with something for 
everyone. Invite a friend to come and make a day trip. 

October brings up the “Come and Take It” event and then of course, Fall Conference. Add Red Ribbon week, 
Hoop Shoot, Scholarships, Soccer Shoot, and veterans to the list of “things to do,” and you will have 
something to involve every member. 

Engaging the members is one of the keys to retention. Your membership committee is working delinquents, 
but remember Elkdom Starts With You. Haven’t seen a member around, give them a call. We are all on 
membership! 

The Fall Conference is in Houston and there is plenty of room to have training, as well as fellowship. We are 
excited that Past Grand Exalted Ruler (and long time Grand Secretary) Bryan R. Klatt and his wife will be 
joining us. 

See you all soon! 



TESA STATE SECRETARY "VIRTUAL DESK" 
MIKE CLARK 

Hello, Texas Elks! 
The 2026-2027 Elk Year is in full swing, and DeLee and I have already been blessed with the opportunity to travel 
across our great state-and beyond-visiting with Elks, supporting our programs, and seeing firsthand the incredible 
work being done throughout Texas Elkdom. 

Following the Texas Elks State Convention in June, we traveled to Chicago for the Grand Lodge Convention. What 
a turnout! We had a wonderful time representing Texas and helping in the Texas booth selling tickets for the 
Leading Knight Bike. Thanks to the generosity and enthusiasm of our fellow Elks, more ban $10,000 in tickets were 
sold during the convention. 

In late July, we were back home for the Amarillo Harley Party, where we helped sell approximately another $4,000 
in tickets. 

Then came August-and what a whirlwind it has been! We traveled more than 3,000 miles attending Interlodges, 
Vice President Clinics, District Deputy Clinics, and the institution of our newest lodge, North Austin Lodge #2894. 

Along the way, we have had the privilege of visiting Temple Lodge in the North Central District, Paris Lodge in the 
Northeast District, and Del Rio Lodge in the Southwest District. Everywhere we have traveled, we have been 
reminded of just how special the people of Texas Elkdom truly are. 

During our visits, DeLee and I have been proud to promote State President Billy Bryan's goals for 2026-2027 and 
his message: 
Elkdom Begins with YOU! 
Those words are more than a theme. They are a reminder that the strength and future of our organization begin 
with each one of us. 

We have talked about growing our membership through both recruitment and retention. We have encouraged 
support for the Elks National Foundation goal of $24.50 per member, our Sweetheart Program, and the First 
Lady's Project, with the ambitious goal of raising $1 million to help remodel bathrooms and make important 
infrastructure improvements at the Texas Elks Children's Services camp. 
But re:tching our goals takes more than talking about them. It takes action. 
A Fr 
Write down your goals, plan, work the plan, Reach the goal-and then set your sights on the next 
pinnacle. 
Get our newer Elks involved early. Reach out to members we haven't seen in a while. Serve our communities. 
Mentor the next generation of Elks. Develop future leaders and begin succession planning today. 
Strong leadership builds strong Lodges. 
Strong Lodges build strong communities. 
Every Jhone call matters. Every new member matters. Every volunteer matters. Every dollar raised matters. Every 
act of service matters. 
So, wherever you are in your Elk.journey, we encourage you to take that first step. Invite someone to join. Volunteer 
for a project. Mentor a new member. Support one of our state programs. Find a way to make a difference in your 
Lodge and your community. 
Because Elkdom Begins with YOU! 
As we continue our travels, Delee and I would also like to take a moment to sincerely thank each and every one of 
our Elk Brothers and Sisters for the incredible hospitality you have shown us. From the warm ·.welcomes and great 
meals to the fellowship, laughter, and friendships, you have made every stop along the way special. We are truly 
grateful for the time you have spent with us and for making us feel at home wherever our travels take us. 
Delee and I look forward to many more miles, Lodge visits, handshakes, hugs, and great conversations with Texas 
Elks throughout this year. Thank you for everything you do for your Lodges, your committees, Our great state of 
Texas, and Elkdom. 

We can't wait to see you down the road! 

TESA PRESIDENT ELECT 
DAVID ZINT 

(new) email: TexasElksSecretary@gmail.com 

There is a BRAND NEW calendar available to all Texas Elks that has all of the “big” dates and locations. It is in a 
calendar format rather than a list format, replacing the TESA President and President Elect’s schedule. 

While it is good to know where the two key leaders of TESA will be, this calendar has ALL of the District Vice 
President Clinics, Interlodge meetings, DDGER clinics and training sessions. You will also find Hoop Shoots, 
conventions, Veterans Retreats, etc. 

If you notice that a date or some of the information posted has changed, please let me know so that I can 
get it updated quickly. The link is on the texaselks.org home page, in a blue box on the right side. Or you can 
click HERE. 

Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee Chair Thomas Fraker outlines the programs available to Lodges in the 
2026-27 year in his letter to Exalted Rulers, which can be found HERE. 

And here are a few TESA Directory contact updates: 

Galveston Lodge No. 126: 
Thomas Scott, Exalted Ruler 
Email: Galveston126ER@gmail.com 

Patricia Young, Secretary 
Email: ElksLodge126@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast District Soccer Shoot Chair 

Gulf Coast District Hoop Shoot Director 
Ramona Mishaga 
410-279-0191 
monarha@hotmail.com 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WJl7yDy03STcURQyKtRHPtWb3blYbgRz/view
mailto:monarha@hotmail.com
mailto:ElksLodge126@gmail.com
mailto:Galveston126ER@gmail.com
https://texaselks.org
mailto:TexasElksSecretary@gmail.com


Building the Future: Help the Proposed 

Manchaca Elks Lodge Reach 35 new members! 
Big things are happening in Manchaca! As we work toward establishing our own Elks Lodge, our September 
Membership Drive is officially underway. We have a clear and exciting goal: 35 members or more! 
Reaching this milestone is the key to securing our charter and officially putting the Proposed Manchaca 
Elks Lodge on the map. We aren't just looking for names on a list; we are looking for community-minded 
neighbors who want to help us build a legacy of charity and service from the ground up. 
How can you help? 
* Join us: If you’ve been waiting for the right time to get involved, this is it. 
* Bring a friend: Know someone who shares our values? Invite them to our next meeting. 
* Spread the word: Share our mission with your neighbors and help us grow our base. 
Let’s make history together. Join us this September and help us cross the finish line to 35! 

Link to video 

TESA PUBLIC RELATIONS 
GORDON DANIELS 

TESA RED PIG/INTERLODGE CHAIR 
KIM MCDERMOTT 
ARE YOU READY? HOMECOMING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER! 

I am excited about homecoming this month on the 18th and 19th. I hope you are too. 
Homecoming is a great time for fellowship and fun and games all while raising funds for the 
Texas Elks Children’s Camp. Each lodge is encouraged to bring items to sell, games to play, 
and/or baskets to raffle, and whatever creative item you can come up with at their table. Just 
remember, you CANNOT sell alcohol by the drink. Each lodge is allowed to have one live 
auction item(s). More than one item can be auctioned as a package in the live auction, not 
separately. You can also do silent auction items at your table. Our goal this year is to beat last 
year’s total amount raised of $97,671. Let’s go for $100,000! I will be there with the new Red Pig 
pins to hand out to each of the lodge sweethearts. You can also pick up your Fund Drive 
tickets at the same time. I hope to see lodge sweethearts or a representative from all 61 
lodges in the state there this year. You are welcome to reach out to me with any questions you 
may have. 

See you all Soon! 

The Hoop Shoot season is here and moving fast. Let’s ensure we are moving forward to having an 
even better year this year. All lodge Hoop Shoot Chairs need to submit their contest dates and 
locations by September 30th, earlier is even better. 
I look forward to seeing who the next notable contestant from your Lodge will be. If you think 
about it, Texas has had our share. Once they are aged out, they can still be a part of the Hoop 
Shoot program. Helping at your local and District events. Let them be a part of the organization 
that helped them. 
Something else to think about is the Elks Hoop Shoot Alumni Advisory Board—better known as the 
BackBoard—has a few open positions, and they’re looking for college-aged former National 
Finalists to join the team! The deadline for applying is Monday, September 21. Click here to apply! 
In addition to supporting the program throughout the year, members of the BackBoard attend 
the Elks Hoop Shoot National Finals, where they play a vital role as volunteers and role models 
(and have a lot of fun while they’re at it). For more information, click here. 
Start looking for helpful hints, tips, and information on the TexasElks.org website Hoop Shoot 
Forms, if you don’t find the information you are looking for there, give your District Director or me 
a call. 
We have a great lineup of District Chairs so please work with them and use them. Here is the list of 
District Hoop Shoot Chairs by District: 

TESA HOOPSHOOT 
KEITH STANLEY 

East                                   Morgan Webb-Monett 

Gulf Coast                     Ramona Mishaga 

North                                Mary Vetters 

North Central               Keith Stanley 

Northeast                       Denise Cain 

Panwest                           John Yohn 

South                                Monica Arellano 

Southwest                      Casey Welch 

https://fb.watch/JcdLiTRLt8/?mibextid=wwXIfr&fs=e
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbi9cqhfab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZJ9QsP7Neeu_0y5wOXBPFN4Z3sl3VguQBknU0Qt6MKXviz6PyuYkaCK7B9TDDCZvnkvrD-mfnFmtj9Y7AmXnN8Uvve7CI3YiJwLBIm1lqEG0y9MUodqRAKoSkrSNHw-ID4u8DHpfzyheDaF7B0fDK4IGer9NBrFCMwSicKzQPbDbD-xK_ZDhzQ%3D%3D%26c%3DmdY6xYmrjP6cj0_seUmnp0reGXwPoIXSjPVQ27abdxJ2YEEyvxyIgQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DzaWxG6anhicmGR5_sMnb8wW2yWIeLTexltYTDuoqADrwWOeoUZpdhQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbe792ede3df745277d4c08df047c66d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639234604478235531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qAo4cm0ngKKZ2kf5iHtXm3qsReh5Tb4ua2AKBuDQNRM%3D&reserved=0
https://texaselks.org/hoop-shoot-forms
https://www.elks.org/hoopshoot/succeed/alum.cfm


TESA YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
BRENDA FULLER 

TESA VETERANS 
NIKKI GREEN 

The Youth Activities and MVS Scholarship information is available online.  For the 
Texas Elks scholarships, student applications and deadlines visit texaselks.org and 
look under the Scholarships tab.  There is also a tri-fold brochure of available 
scholarships and another document is just in LIST format. They are both a great 
resource for lodges to use.  Please reach out to your local high school counselors 
to get this information on the school website.  

The Most Valuable Student Scholarships available through Grand Lodge is 
available online by visiting elks.org and look under the Scholarship tab.  Be aware 
that the deadlines are very specific by date and times that are not Central 
Standard Time.  Encourage applicants to apply early. 

All of the District Vice Presidents, District Youth Activities Chairs and District MVS 
Chairs have been emailed a training PowerPoint to be utilized for Inner-Lodges.  If 
your lodge would like the training PowerPoint, reach out to have it sent your way. 

Finally, The Best Youth Activities Lodge of the Year will be awarded at the State 
Convention in June.  Be sure to document what your lodge is doing.  The rubric is 
online at texaselks.org under scholarship tab.  Who will take home the traveling 
trophy this year? 

As we prepare for our 14th Veterans Retreat, October 2–4 at Texas Elks Children's 
Services in Ottine, Texas, we still have openings for additional veterans. If you know 
a veteran who would benefit from this experience, please encourage them to 
apply. 

We are also collecting candy for veterans to hand out during the Gonzales Come 
and Take It Parade. Donations may be brought to Homecoming, September 18–20. 

We also welcome donations for our infamous Cellophane Ball. Popular items 
include: 
$10 gift cards 
Lottery tickets 
Small prizes and giveaways 

Visit the Retreat Facebook page to see the veterans' reactions and the fun 
mayhem the Cellophane Ball brings each year! 

Volunteer opportunities are also available. Applications for veterans and 
volunteers can be found at TexasElks.org. 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

https://texaselks.org/tesa-scholarships
https://www.elks.org/scholars/default.cfm?m=programs
https://texaselks.org/veterans
https://texaselks.org/tesa-scholarships


EAST DISTRICT #8520 

GULF COAST #8560 

LIBERTY #2019 

EL CAMPO #1749 

CROCKETT #1729 

Liberty Elks Lodge #2019, with delivery help from 
Ray and Rayna Day, provided water and Gatorade 
to the fire departments assisting with the Devers 
fire. We are grateful for the opportunity to support 
the first responders who worked tirelessly to 
protect our community. 

El Campo Elks Lodge #1749 Veterans Committee provided a 
meal at the Lodge to troops of the 551st Engineer Multi-Role 
Bridging Company “Tridents” stationed at the Roy P. Benavidez 
National Guard Armory in El Campo, TX. under the command of 
Captain Thomas Jordan, First Sgt Edward Chlebek and Unit 
Readiness NCO Sgt. First Class Huynh on June 12. Veterans Chair 
Anthony Twardowski, Jr. along with Lodge Members Thomas 
Wilson, Daniel Juranek, Moose Rodriguez, Margarita Garza, Tim 
Drapela and Member candidate Jamie Wilson hosted 80+ troops 
for a meal of BBQ Chicken, Pinto Beans, Mac & Cheese along with 
Banana Pudding provided by the KC Council #2490 & Council 
Members Tim Drapela, Rick Priesmeyer. 

The El Campo Elks Lodge donated $1,000 to 
Everyday Heroes to assist them in their efforts to 
Veterans and also donated $4,000 to Pilgrim Rest 
“Labor of Love” food pantry.
  
The funds were made available to the local Elks 
Lodge through the Elks National Foundation 
Community Investment Program. 

Crockett Elks Lodge 1729 helped purchase essential safety 
and emergency response equipment for the City of 
Crockett Police Department. These tools help ensure 
officers are prepared to respond to a wide range of 
situations. The police chief and department representatives 
attended a lodge meeting to demonstrate the equipment 
and explain its use to members. Crockett Elks used its 
Gratitude Grant to fund the purchase. 

On August 7, Crockett Elks Lodge 1729 participated in the 
Back to School Extravaganza for the 2026–2027 school 
year. Community turnout was strong, and the Elks shared 
candy, pencils, and information about Hoop Shoot and 
scholarship opportunities. Everyone enjoyed the event and 
the fellowship. Crockett Elks participates in this annual 
event each year. 



NORTHEAST DISTRICT 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT 

MARSHALL #683 

Marshall Elks Lodge has formed its own Elk Riders Club. The group is raising funds to 
purchase Christmas toys for children. Their first riders event, held August 22, 2026, was a 
scavenger hunt and was very successful for a first-time event. 

San Angelo Elks Lodge 1880 holds a monthly breakfast the third 
Saturday of every month to support all active duty, veterans, and 
first responders. 

San Angelo Elks Lodge 1880, in partnership with the American 
Legion Post 572, held the annual Flag Day Ceremony on Sunday 
June 14th at 3pm at the lodge’s location. There were 28 Elks and 
Guests in attendance. Keith Mahler was the Guest Speaker. Keith 
portrayed George Washington and spoke about the importance 
of the First Constitutional Convention, of which George 
Washington was the Convention President. This was a great event 
to strengthen our partnership with the American Legion and 
celebrate the adoption of the flag of our country. 

The YMCA held a Children’s Fair Aug 16th from 12-4pm. It was an excellent opportunity to hand out our drug 
awareness materials, play games with the kids in our community, and provide exposure to the public about our 
awesome organization! We played three different games, met lots of kids, handed out 81 drug awareness bags, 
and signed up 16 kids for the local November hoop shoot contest. 

SAN ANGELO #1880 



TESA EXPRESS EDITOR 
SHERI MCCORD 

Thank you to everyone submitting items for the TESA Newsletter. 
Brag about your Lodge with the whole state.  Send me a couple of pics and an article.  Also, 
include Lodge name and number. "ELKdom Starts with You!" Deadline for articles to be 
submitted for the WINTER newsletter will be DECEMBER 23, 2026.  This newsletter will have 
a special place for lodge Sweethearts to get the word out for their live auction item. Email 
articles to sherimc@sbcglobal.net 
If you do not see your pics in the newsletter then they were not emailed to me. When 
submitting a item for the newsletter please tell me what lodge and a brief write up and a few 
pics. 
Items to submit...... Your lodge involved in youth activities, veterans activities, drug 
awareness, community activities, scholarships, ENF grants & special grants. 

email FACEBOOK

mailto:sherimc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kstorey@ktc.com
https://www.facebook.com/TexasElks


HOMECOMING 



GALVESTON #126. 3 night Galveston 
Getaway & 2 rifles for 2 generations. 

HOMECOMING 
AUCTION ITEMS 

Quilts, Wings & Western Things 
Dallas Elks Lodge #71 is proud to present this one-of-a-kind 
Homecoming auction package 
benefiting the Texas Elks Children’s Camp! It’s packed with 
creativity, Texas spirit, and 
unmistakable Western flair. 
˜ Handmade quilt created from Elks T-shirts 
˜ 36” x 24” framed butterfly painting handmade by children 
with special needs 
˜ Kendra Scott Amber Vintage Gold Butterfly Statement 
Necklace 
˜ Weatherby Orion SXS 12-gauge double-barrel shotgun 
˜ Stained wooden rocking chair 
˜ 3’ x 2’ Western print by renowned Western artist Olaf 
Wieghorst 
˜ Dallas Cowboys mini helmet autographed by DeMarcus 
Ware and Marcus Spears 
˜ Selection of spirits 
˜ Case of Papa Scott’s Bloody Mary Mix 
• Western wear gift certificate 

New Braunfels Elks Lodge #2279. Barbecue Grill Package. 
Premium gas grill, bbq utensil set, seasoning & sauce set, 2 
patio chairs, side table, cooler & more. 



Sweetheart for Bryan, Texas 
Elks Lodge 859. Firepit with 
spirits. 

AUCTION ITEMS CONT. 

Del Rio #837. Trash 
can filled with spirits 
and mixes 

Galveston Elks Lodge 
#126. Father & child 
Rifle Combo 

Plainview #1175 Sweetheart will 
be auctioning off an Outdoor 
Propane Heater, just in time for 
winter. 



