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DEPARTMENT CONVENTION NOTIFICATION 
WE MUST HAVE YOUR INPUT NO LATER THAN CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON MARCH 1ST, 2020 TO COMPLETE PLANNING FOR 
NATIONAL OFFICER VISITS TO DEPARTMENT CONVENTIONS -  WE GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:     ernierivera@purpleheart.org 

 

Fax:  National Adjutant 

  MOPH Headquarters 

Mail:             

            Ernie Rivera               

            National Adjutant 

 MOPH Headquarters 

 5413 – B Backlick Road 



 

Sources: CNN 

¨ There are 18.2 million veterans in the U.S., according to the most recent statistics from 
the US Census.  

¨ More than nine million veterans are served each year by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

¨ Health care facilities are made up of 1,074 outpatient sites and 170 VA Medical Centers. 

¨ US President Donald Trump requested an appropriation of $220.2 billion for the depart-
ment of the 2020 Budget, a 9.6% increase over 2019. 

Short Timeline 

1789– The US government passes legislation ensuring pensions for disabled Revolutionary 

War veterans. 

1862– During the Civil War, Congress passes a bill allowing the president to purchase land 

for national cemeteries. Between 1865 and 1870, 70 national cemeteries open for burial of 

Union soldiers. 

1912– Congress passes the Sherwood Act, guaranteeing pension for Union veterans of the 

Civil War and veterans of the Mexican-American War, regardless of their health. 

June 22, 1944– During WWII, US President FDR signs into law the Servicemen’s Readjust-

ment Act, also know as the “G.I. Bill of Rights,” a package of education benefits, federally 

guaranteed loans and unemployment compensation.  

1984– US President Ronald Reagan signs a bill requiring the VA to pay benefits to Vietnam 

veterans suffering from chloracne or porphyria cutanea tarda, possibly caused by Agent Or-

ange exposure.  

July 2010– The VA unveils new regulations making it easier for men and women who served 

in the armed forces to receive benefits for PTSD. Under the new rules a veteran only needs to 

demonstrate that he or she served in a war and performed a job during which events could 

have happened that could cause the disorder. 

2014– Thousands of mistreatment to the veterans.  

June 23, 2017– Trump signs into law the Department of VA Accountability and Whistle-

blower Protection Act of 2017. 

June 6, 2018– Trump signs the VA Mission Act. 

August 21, 2019– Trump signs a Presidential Memoranda to automatically forgive federal 

student loan debt for totally and permanently disabled veterans.  
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Western Massachusetts Chapter 875 

Chapter 875 participated in a Purple Heart presentation to the family of Charles Parkin, 

USCG, KIA during WWI when the USS Tampa was sunk by a German U-Boat 101 years 

ago. Charles, an immigrant from England was just 17 years old.  

The Tampa was one of six cutters assigned to the 

Navy for convoy duty in Europe during World War 

I. It had just completed its 19th convoy and was 

headed to Wales to get more coal when a German 

U-boat fired on the ship as it sailed alone in the 

Bristol Channel. The vessel sank in just under 

three minutes. The Purple Heart — bestowed on 

those wounded or killed in combat — has so far 

been presented to the families of about 40 of the 

111 Coast Guard members who were assigned to 

the vessel, which was attacked Sept. 26, 1918. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW State Cdr Jeff Najarian, Coast Guard Rear Admiral Andy Tiongson, Frances (no last name given) a 

niece, Joan, in red, ( no last name given) a great-niece, Tom Worrhington (great-nephew) and Brian Willette 

(Chapter 875 Commander)  
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William “Bill” or “Robbie” Robinson: Chapter 260, Omaha, NE 

Bill Robinson comes from a military family. 
His father served in the Army Air Corps in 
WWII. His younger brother served in the Air 
Force and completed a tour in Da Nang. His  
father-in-law was also in WWII and was part 
of the D-Day invasion forces.  

After completing college, Bill joined the Air 
Force and began officer training, basic and 
advanced navigator training. He was as-
signed to B-52s and shortly after checking 
out, was deployed to South East Asia operat-
ing out of the two locations supporting B-52 
operations. In 1972, operations escalated a 
good deal. In December, Operation Lineback-
er II began with combined air forces, now in-
cluding B-52s, attacking significant targets in 
North Vietnam in and around Hanoi and Hai 
Phong harbor. Bill was assigned to a crew commanded      (Photo credit: Veterans Portrait 
Project) 

by Capt John Mize and they flew four missions over what was then the most de-
fended cities. On the fourth mission, a barrage of surface-to-air missiles were 
launched at the bomber. One was successful a damaging their aircraft, blowing out 
all the engines on the left side and knocking out many systems. It took both pilots’ 
full effort to regain control of the aircraft and see if they could navigate their way to 
safety. It was soon apparent that they could not make it back to their base or at-

tempt a landing. Although steadily losing altitude, the crew 
managed to continue until they were safely over Thailand 
and began to bailout. But Bill’s downward ejection seat 
would not fire. The airplane was failing and the pilot di-
rected all other crewmembers to bailout. Capt Mize said he 
would try to give Bill three more minutes to manually 
bailout, which he did. Everyone on the crew was success-
fully recovered from the jungle area in Thailand. All mem-
bers of the crew were awarded the Purple Heart for injuries 
sustained from the original blast and the bailouts. Soon af-
ter those Linebacker II sorties, serious negotiations effec-
tively stopped the conflict and within a couple of months, 
POWs were on their way home. Job Done! 

After 23 years of military service and 20 years at the Creighton University providing 
IT support for their School of Medicine maintaining computers, servers, and medi-
cal simulators.  

Bill now spends time at home with his wife of over 43 years and volunteering with 
local organizations. Bill is a commander of MOPH Chapter 260, Omaha, NE. The 
chapter is involved with the community providing aid to recent flood in the area 
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Patriot David L. Grasso, Jr.: Chapter 1787, Delaware      

David went into the service December 1965. Inducted 
at Fort Dix for the basic and advanced training, then he 
was assigned to a unit at Fort Benning, the 199th LIB 
to did an extensive training. During his time in Shelby, 
Mississippi he had a Military Driver’s License, he was 
assigned to the company Commander’s driver. Due to 
that he was privileged to drive on weekends taking his 
fellow soldiers back and forth to town at Shelby. He 
had to go back to Fort Benning for helicopter training 
and was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry 
(Old Guard) of the 199th.  

He was assigned to an advanced party to fly over to Vi-
etnam. He and his battalion worked on setting up the 
base camp, had a lot of patrols in the Long Bien Ammo 
Dump once every one got there and finished the camp, 
it was during Christmas and New Year. During that 
time, it was brought to his attention that a radio man 
was needed and it was given to him since he could read a map very well.  

He was out on search and destroy, while he was taking a break, he was having trouble 
reaching brigade headquarters and extended his 
agenda when a shot rang out. He was immediately hit, 
and tried to move but he couldn’t, as they were trying 
to take out the sniper David got back to his radio and 
called in a medivac while the medic worked on him. 
Fortunately, the call was received back at base camp, 
the Brigade Sargent Major was making a mail drop. 
The bullet entered his abdomen one side exited the 
other side and landed in his right forearm. He was 
picked up and flew to Saigon Hospital, 95th.  With the 
amount of blood loss, he was very lucky to be alive. 
He was hospitalized and rehabbed for several months 
in Camp Zuma, Japan.  

He joined American Legion Post 28 and then AmVets 
Post 2. After one year, he became Junior Vice Com-
mander and his wife became President of the Auxilia-
ry.  

Today, Patriot David Grasso is a Senior Vice Com-
mander for the Chapter 1787, he has been able to 
help his neighbor find and return a WWII Veterans’ 
Family his Purple Heart in Tennessee through the 
Purple Hearts Reunited. Also been very involving with the community services by giving 
his fellow Veterans advice to help them to receive what is rightfully theirs from the VA. 
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Chapter 49: Chaula Vista, CA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chula Vista Starlight Parade 
 
The city of Chula Vista is just south of San Diego and holds an annual holiday lights pa-
rade on the first Saturday of the month to celebrate the start of the holiday season. Partic-
ipants decorate vehicles and floats with different themes, lights and decorations. Chapter 
49 also participated in the Wreath Across America. 

 

Chapter 647: Rockingham, NC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chapter 647 in Rockingham, NC has been doing so much work by helping Veterans to live 
a productive life one day at a time. They have seen so much improvement every single day.  
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Chapter 400: Orlando, FL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(L-R National Adjutant/ Commander MOPH 400, Ernie T. Rivera, Sr. with Sheriff Dennis M. Lemma) 

 

The Seminole County Sheriff's Office became an official Purple Heart Agency 

in recognition for our dedication to veterans in our agency and within the 

Seminole County community. Over the past few years, the SCSO has taken 

on initiatives to recognize those who currently serve, have been discharged, 

retired, and the family members of those who have supported their loved ones 

through their military careers. This includes supporting the members of the 

Sheriff’s Office who are called to serve their country in the Reserves. In recog-

nition of the SCSO’s efforts, a proclamation was presented by the Military Or-

der of The Purple Heart Chapter 400 Commander Mr. Ernie Rivera, National 

Adjutant for Military Order of the Purple Heart. The ceremony coincided with 

an unveiling of a Veteran Recognition Wall that salutes past and present 

members of the SCSO who have served in the United States mili-

tary./courtesy of FB   

 

Activities Across the MOPH: 



 

Chapter 524, Jacksonville, FL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Commander Vedvick (L) and Patriots of MOPH Chapter 524 were recognized 
recently by the Jacksonville Jaguars during their Salute to Service game at TI-
AA Bank Field.  Patriots from WWII to OIF were represented on the field and 
we were proud to host the National Adjutant and our Department of Florida 
Auxiliary members at the game as well.  The Jaguars continue to provide as-
sistance to Veterans throughout the area and Chapter 524 appreciates their 
continued partnership with the team.  They also go out of their way to include 
our Purple Heart recipients each year and we couldn't be happier to have 
such a strong relationship with our local team.    
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On November 11, 2019. This particular day 
and date was especially special for the Depart-
ment Commander of Mississippi, Patriot Truitt 
Breazeale. This day was celebrated at the Na-
tional Infantry Museum in Fort Benning, Geor-
gia, home of the infantry. The commander was 
surprised by his family as they had purchased 
a paver in honor of their father. The paver was 
placed around the Vietnam area. This was qui-
et a reunion for Fort Benning is where he 
spent most of his 32 years of active duty, and 
this was basically home for his children. This 
was the first time in over 35 years that the 
family had gathered together at Fort Benning. 
The reunion was outstanding. The picture de-
picts a young captain in 1968 at Song Be, 
RVN. The other pictures are of his 2 sons, both 
veterans, his daughter-a school teacher in Co-
lumbus, GA and his wife, Vonnell, of almost 60 

years.  
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When congress signed the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act last year,100% service con-
nected disabled Veterans became eligible for Space Available Travel. Better known as ‘Space-A’ or mili-
tary hops, Air Mobility Command (AMC) maintains an extensive network of flights throughout the conti-
nental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam and American Samoa. 
Supplementing this network, several Air National Guard and Naval Aviation Units have flights available. 

To be eligible for Space-A flights, Veterans must have a permanent and total service-connected disability 
rating. These Vets must also obtain a DD Form 2765, “Department of Defense/Uniformed Services Iden-
tification and Privilege Card (TAN). 

The Space-A Program fills surplus capacity and seating on DOD aircraft. A popular perk among retirees, 
now eligible Veterans can take advantage of the program and fly for free. So, whether the Veteran is look-
ing for a getaway to Hawaii or a trip to catch-up with their Veteran brothers and sisters on the other side 
of the country, the Space-A travel program can fly you there. 

Some things to know before flying Space-A: 

· Disabled Veterans, along with retirees, are in priority group 6. This means active service members on 
emergency leave; post deployment respite and other important transportation needs will have priori-
ty. 

· A contingency plan and resources, including commercial airfare, need to be available in case of a 
scheduling change or sudden unavailability. 

· Dependents of disabled Veterans are not eligible for Space-A travel. 
Eligible Veterans looking for flights should review schedules at AMC passenger terminals. Most AMC ter-
minals, on military bases or at commercial airports, have a Facebook page that posts flight schedules 
and seat availability. Once a flight and destination are selected the Veteran can register in person at the 
terminal, or by email/fax. 

Disabled Veterans, with a little flexibility and patience, are taking to the sky for free with Space-A travel 
and seeing more of the country thankful for their service and sacrifice. 

 

For more information including: eligibility, locations, schedules, baggage, contact info, and; to register for 
the Space-Available Travel Email Sign-Up visit the Air Mobility Command—Space Available Travel Page. 

Source: blog.va.gov 

Disabled Veterans can Fly Space Available Flights for Free 
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Source: The Health for Every Veteran  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“:H�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�VWXG\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�\RXU�KHDOWK�EH�
KDYLRUV�DQG�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV�DV�D�9HWHUDQ� 
 
7KH�JRDO�RI�WKH�+HDOWK�IRU�(YHU\�9HWHUDQ�6WXG\�LV�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHU�
VWDQG�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�9HWHUDQV�IURP�DOO�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�SUR�
PRWH�WKHLU�KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOO-EHLQJ��:H�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�KHDULQJ�WKH�
GLYHUVH�YRLFHV�ZLWKLQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV� 
 
7KH�VWXG\�LV�EHLQJ�FRQGXFWHG�E\�UHVHDUFKHUV�DW�WKH�9$�3XJHW�
6RXQG�+HDOWK�&DUH�6\VWHP��,W�FRQVLVWV�RI�FRPSOHWLQJ�D�FRQILGHQ�
WLDO��ZHE-EDVHG�TXHVWLRQQDLUH�HYHU\���PRQWKV�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���
\HDUV��IRU�D�WRWDO�RI���TXHVWLRQQDLUHV���$OO�UHVHDUFK�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�
FRPSOHWHG�RQOLQH��ZLWK�QR�LQ-SHUVRQ�YLVLWV�UHTXLUHG��)RU�PRUH�LQIRU�
PDWLRQ��SOHDVH�JR�WR KWWSV���KHDOWKIRUHYHU\YHW�TXHVWLRQSUR�FRP�´ 
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February   

· 3rd: Four Chaplains Day   

· 19th: Coast Guard Reserve Birthday 

 

March 

· 3rd: Navy Reserve Birthday 

· 13th: K-9 Veterans Day 

· 25th: Medal of Honor Day 

· 29th: Vietnam Veterans Day 

 

April 

· 5th: Gold Star Spouses Day 

· 14th: Air Force Reserve Birthday 

· 23rd: Army Reserve Birthday 

 

May 

· 1st: Silver Star Banner Day 

· 8th: Military Spouse Appreciation 
Day 

· 13th: Children of Fallen Patriots 
Day 

· 16th: Armed Forces Day 

· 25th: Memorial Day 

 

June 

· 6th: Anniversary of WWII Allied in-
vasion in Normandy, France, 
known as D-Day. 

· 14th: Flag Day 

· 14th: Army Birthday 

· 23rd: Coast Guard Auxiliary Birth-
day 

· 27th: National PTSD Awareness 
Day 

July 

· 4th: Independence Day 

· 27th: Korean War Veterans Armi-
stice Day 

 

August 

· 4th: Coast Guard Birthday 

· 7th: Purple Heart Day 

· 29th: Marine Forces Reserve Birth-
day 

 

September 

· 11th: Patriot Day 

· 18th: Air Force Birthday 

· 27th: Gold Star Mother’s and Fami-
ly’s Day 

 

October 

· 13th: Navy Birthday 

· 26th: National Day of the Deployed 

 

November 

· 10th: Marine Corps Birthday 

· 11th: Veterans Day 

 

December  

· 7th: Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day 

· 13th: National Guard Birthday 

· 19th: National Wreaths Across 
America Day 

Important Military Holidays and Observances for 2020 
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-�3DWULRW�&KULV�6PUW��&KDLU� 

-�3DWULRW�1LFN�0F,QWRVK����\HDUV�0HPEHU� 

-�3DWULRW�0DWW�%ULGJHV����\HDUV�0HPEHU� 

-�3DWULRW�&KDUOHV�(JJOHVWRQ����\HDUV�0HPEHU� 

-�3DWULRW�)HOL[�*DUFLD��H[-RIILFLR�ZLWK�YRWH�� 
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-�3DWULRWV�&KDUOHV�:��$GNLQV��$5����&KDLU� 

-�3DWULRW�-DPHV�/��0F&RUPLFN��:9����&R-
&KDLU� 

-�3DWULRW�-DPHV�/��$QGHUVRQ��&$����6HFUHWDU\� 

-�3DWULRW�&KDUOHV�5��*DWOLQ��07���0HPEHU 

-�3DWULRW�&KULVWRSKHU�-��9HGYLFN��)/���0HPEHU 

-�3DWULRW�:DOWHU�.URSWDYLFK��9$���0HPEHU 

-�3DWULRW�/HRQ�3��%URZQ��&7���0HPEHU 

-�3DWULRW�:DGH�/��-HQVRQ��1(���0HPEHU 

-�3DWULRW�/DUU\�'��/HLJKWRQ��$=���0HPEHU 

 

$OWHUQDWHV� 

-3DWULRW�-RKQ�7��)OHQHU��*$���0HPEHU 

-3DWULRW�*LOEHUW�1��%URZQ��7;���0HPEHU 

-3DWULRW�5REHUW�-��'HOJDGR��7;���0HPEHU 

 

/HJDO�&RQVXOWDQW� 

3DWULRW�-DPHV�/��*XOOH\��7;���1DW¶W�-XGJH�$G�
YRFDWH� 
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-�3DWULRW�-RKQ�/RJDQ��&KDLU� 
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