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In January of 2026, Ottawa County Community Foundation (OCCF) 
President Ron Overmyer and his wife Janice made a financial 
decision to further support the future of OCCF by adding to their 
estate plan a provision for a bequest gift to the Foundation. 

“We have been longtime residents of Ottawa County. We feel that 
Ottawa County is our home,” says Ron. Originally from Fremont, he 
first came to this area in 1967, after being hired as a 4-H Extension 
agent at just 21. “I didn’t look much different than the 4-H members 
who were teenagers, but I am very glad that the local people 
who were on the interview committee took a chance on a young, 
inexperienced OSU graduate.”

Janice, from New Riegel, joined Ron when they married in 1970. She 
had a dual career as a hospital nurse and a school nurse for Benton-
Carroll-Salem Schools, Port Clinton City Schools and St. Boniface 
School. The Overmyers have two children and four grandchildren.

“Ottawa County is a great place to live due to its outdoor recreation, 
small-town feel, strong sense of community and its excellent 
schools,” says Ron. “Being an Ottawa County resident has led to a 
fantastic life for both of us in our professional careers, involvement 
in community organizations, leadership opportunities and raising our 
family.”

Janice adds, “We have decided to ‘pay forward’ to Ottawa County 
through OCCF for all the benefits that we received and continue to 
receive by being part of this wonderful county.”

When their estates are settled, the Overmyer’s OCCF bequest gift 
will be made through a brokerage account that they have designated 
for local nonprofit organizations. Per the couple’s wishes, the bequest 
may “be used for whatever purpose OCCF deems worthy.” 

Overmyer Estate Plan Supports the Future of OCCF

see OVERMYER, page 2

OCCF is pleased to announce the addition of three new members to its Board of Trustees: James Krieger, Brian Koenig, and Duane 
Kokinda. Each brings strong community ties, professional experience, and a shared commitment to supporting the people and organizations 
that make Ottawa County a great place to live.

Brian Koenig of Elmore has been connected to OCCF for many years, first establishing the Pamela Graver-Koenig Memorial 
Scholarship in memory of his late wife, Pam. The scholarship supports Woodmore High School seniors involved in soccer, 
track, or cross country who plan to pursue careers working with children. Brian previously served on the OCCF Board of 
Trustees. A retired professional with Crown Battery, Erie Steel and BAP Manufacturing, he has also been involved with 
several area organizations including Fremont Rotary and the Sandusky County YMCA and brings experience working with 
community foundations across the region. “I’ve been fortunate in life because of the help and support of others. Serving and 
giving back is one way I can repay those who helped me along the way.”

Duane Kokinda was born and raised in Port Clinton and returned in 2018 after a 40-year career in the energy industry. He 
and his wife now live on Catawba Island. Duane and his family have been active supporters of OCCF and established the 
Joseph and Eleanor Kokinda Family Fund in honor of his parents. The fund supports nonprofit organizations serving the 
Port Clinton community. During his professional career, Duane managed a diverse portfolio of business operations and 
joint ventures, experience he now brings to the OCCF board. “For me, charitable giving is a way to pay it forward to the 
community where I was raised. It is also about remembering our parents and the values they passed down to our family.”
 

OCCF Welcomes Three New Leaders to Its Board

see BOARD MEMBERS, page 4
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OCCF Board of Trustees

Ron Overmyer, President 
rovermyer45@gmail.com, Oak Harbor

Brenda Haas, Vice President 
haas.occf@gmail.com, Lakeside

Deborah Harmeyer, Secretary 
dharmeyer@genoabank.com, Genoa

Arlyn Bensch, Treasurer 
arlynb18@hotmail.com, Oak Harbor

Jim Boule 
jimboule1@gmail.com, Port Clinton

Mary Coffee 
coffee.occf@gmail.com, Port Clinton

Alison Lanza Falls 
alison@alisonlanzafalls.com, Port Clinton 

Marcia Jess 
dmjess75@gmail.com, Oak Harbor

Brian Koenig
eibk@aol.com, Elmore

Duane Kokinda
duanekokinda@outlook.com, Port Clinton

Jim Krieger
kriegdka@aol.com, Oak Harbor

Julene Market 
lakeeffects@gmail.com, Put-in-Bay

Michael Schenk 
mps.schenk@gmail.com, Port Clinton

David Slosser 
sloss@cros.net, Port Clinton

Diane Zeitzheim 
dzeitzheim@gmail.com, Port Clinton

Emeritus Members
John Bock, Elmore

Tina Hablitzel, Port Clinton
Jon James, Graytown

Jan Preston, Elyria

Executive Director
Shea McGrew
419-635-7750

Administrative Assistant
Brenda Mazur

ADDRESS & INFO
P.O. Box 36, Port Clinton, OH 43452

306 Madison Street, Port Clinton
Email: ottawaccf@gmail.com

Website: ottawaccf.org
Follow us on Facebook.com/ ottawaccf/

A Message from Shea McGrew, 
Executive Director 
Whenever I’m asked what a community foundation 
does, I usually start by explaining that we offer char-
itable giving services. But the heart of our work goes 
beyond that—we help people support the causes and 
organizations that matter most to them. The Ottawa 
County Community Foundation is, at its core, about 
people and what they genuinely care about.

In this newsletter, you’ll read about two of those 
people: Ron and Janice Overmyer of Oak Harbor. 
Ottawa County is home for them, and their com-
mitment to the community runs deep. Ron currently 
serves as OCCF’s board president, providing thoughtful and dedicated leadership.

Through their involvement, Ron and Janice have seen firsthand how OCCF enhanc-
es the quality of life for residents across Ottawa County. They want that impact to 
continue well into the future, which is why they have included a generous bequest in 
their estate plans—ensuring their support will carry forward for years to come.

If you’re thinking about how you can support a cause or organization you care about, 
consider following the Overmyers’ example. Establishing a bequest in your will or 
trust is a simple way to make a lasting difference. And if you’d like to learn more, 
we’d be glad to talk with you.

We’re grateful to Ron and Janice for their continued leadership, generosity, and com-
mitment to Ottawa County—both today and for the future.

OUR GENEROUS
AUCTION DONORS

1812 Food and Spirits, Kevin Lowe
AAA 

Alexander Valley Vineyards 
Barnes Nursery

Ciao Bella
Ed & Shirley Carlson

Fabulous Female Boutique, Kim Mazur
Hayward Farms
JDM Structures
J Palen House
Ken Landon

Kysela Pere & Fils Winery 
Mark & Tina Hablitzel
Mike’s Picks Consulting

Miller Marina, Put-in-Bay
Orchard Bar & Table 
Sandusky Yacht Club

The Old Salt, Upper Shelf LLC 
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Message from 
Executive Director, Shea McGrew

Thank you for attending Ottawa County Community 
Foundation’s first-ever Doing Good GALA, a live auction 
fundraiser. It is our hope that OCCF’s many friends and 
supporters come together tonight to touch the lives of the 
people of Ottawa County. One hundred percent of gala 
auction proceeds benefit OCCF, so that we may continue 
our work of supporting Ottawa County organizations and 
students. 

Recently, OCCF awarded more than $80,000 in commu-
nity grants, impacting 38 local nonprofit organizations. 
OCCF also distributed more than $170,000 via 139 
scholarships to local high school graduates and adults 
seeking to further their education.

As we approach our 25th anniversary in 2024, OCCF 
invites Ottawa County community members to join us in 
helping to continue to provide the resources necessary to 
address the pressing needs of our area … now and into 
the future!

  Sincerely,

The Overmyer’s goal is to ensure that OCCF can continue its charitable work for 
years to come, helping Ottawa County remain a desirable setting for family, work, 
and recreation.

Janice currently volunteers with Riverview Auxiliary (President), International 
Health Partners,St. Boniface Rosary Altar Society and Ottawa County Holiday 
Bureau. She has also been a Red Cross CPR Instructor, Relay for Life Chair and 
4-H Advisor. Ron has served on many committees since joining the OCCF Board 
in 2020. A retired OSU Extension Agent, he is also on the Boards of Friends of the 
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, International Health Partners, Heartland Agdeavor, 
and Agdeavor Ethanol Investments.

“OCCF is the base that makes all the donor wishes possible,” concludes Ron. “Thank 
you for the important work you do. We are pleased to be able to support OCCF’s 
mission… Making a bequest is so easy. We encourage everyone to support their 
favorite causes this way.”

For more information about leaving an estate gift, contact Executive Director Shea 
McGrew, 419-635-7750.

OVERMYER, continued from page 1
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The following donors made unrestricted donations 
and/or supported OCCF community grants:

Benefactor ($5,000+)
Mr. & Mrs. Arlyn Bensch
Ms. Julene Market
Anonymous
Anonymous

Sustainer ($2,500-$4,999)
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Hablitzel
Mr. & Mrs. Hal & Diane Hawk
Mrs. Joan L. Pugh
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Stouder
Ms. Susan Sutton
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Zavagno 

Advocate ($1,000-$2,499)
H. Albrecht
Dr. Marsha Bordner
Mr. & Mrs. James Boule
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Haar
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Hablitzel
Ms. Elizabeth Heineman
Mr. & Mrs. John Kocher
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kyle
Mr. & Mrs. William Kyle
Mr. & Mrs. John Moore
Mrs. Jan Preston
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Rettig
Mr. & Mrs. Walker Roth
Mr. John Shaw 

Patron ($500-$999)
Mr. & Mrs. Don Jess

Supporter ($100-$499)
Mrs. Charla Amato
Mr. Dave Amerine
Mr. & Mrs. David Belden
Mr. Jeff Brower 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Brucken
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Busdeker
Mr. John Caputo
Mr. & Mrs. William Caswell
Mr. Bill Coder
Ms. Mary Coffee
Mr. Larry Dean
Mr. John Fletcher
Mr. & Mrs. James Garner
Mr. & Mrs. Mike George
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gillum
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Huber
Mrs. Kathleen Leonard
Ms. Carol Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Shea McGrew
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Meisler
Mrs. Susan Millinger
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Minor
Mr. David Netcher
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Overmyer
Mrs. Kerri Rathburn
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Redmond
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Rhodes
Mr. & Mrs. Don Rodwancy
St. John’s Lutheran Church-Ladies in Mission
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Slosser
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Smith
Ms. Vicki Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Syrowski
Ms. Joanne Tiffney

Friend (up to $99)
Mrs. Sandy Blausey
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Brohl
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Cover
Ms. Donna Crosser

Friend (continued)
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Faris
Mrs. Christine Hablitzel
Mrs. Sarah Hartigan
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Heintz
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Haas
Mrs. Mary Maine
Ms. Jane McIntire
Mrs. Susan Rasmussen
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Williamson

The following donors made contributions to 
these funds:

CIC/Pontius Scholarship
Mr. Jeff Pontius

Dorothy Jean (Armbruster) Gulau 
Scholarship Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Gulau

George & Lois Svehla Fund
Mr. John Dial

Grayson & Dorothy Koepke Scholarship 
Fund
Koepke Insurance

Jane Ellen Gulau Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Gulau

Jessica Schenk Memorial Scholar Athlete 
Scholarship Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Boice
Ms. Cindy Bolte
Mr. Jerald K. Cohen
Crown Battery
Ms. Marcella Daft
Mr. Willis Day, IV
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Druckenmiller
Gill Construction, LLC
Goudreau Family Charitable Lead Unitrust
Hanson, Inc.
Jessie Schenk Memorial Turkey Chase
Mr. Thomas Mandel
Ms. Julene Market
Mrs. Sally Parrish
RFC Contracting, Inc.
Mr. Michael Schenk
Mrs. Connie Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Solo

Joseph & Eleanor Kokinda Family Fund
Ms. Lisa Verdic

Joseph & Eleanor Kokinda Family Fund #2
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Kokinda

Joy Roth Founders’ Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Bowman
Mrs. Alison Lanza Falls
Mr. & Mrs. Don Jess
Mr. Daniel Riley
Yellow House Bakery

Kells L. & Joan L. Pugh Fund
Mrs. Joan Pugh

Light House Sober Living Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Catalano
Catawba Island Garden Club
Mr. & Mrs. James Cramer
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Gahn
Ms. Marlene Gulas
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Kroeger
Light House Sober Living
St. Paul United Church of Christ
Veterans of Foreign Wars of Ohio Charities 
    VFW Post 7572

Thank YOU to our 2025 Donors! We could not do this without your support!

(January 1 - December 31, 2025)
Avis & Kenneth Landon Erie Islands Parks 
Legacy Fund - Mr. Kenneth R. Landon

Harold H. Brown Aviation Scholarship 
Fund - Liberty Aviation Museum

Ottawa County Community Fund in Support 
of Young Adults - Anonymous

We strive to accurately acknowledge 
all gifts; however, errors may occur. 
If any are discovered, please accept 

our apologies and notify 
Brenda Mazur at 

mazur.occf@gmail.com.

Marlene Gulas & Family Scholarship
Ms. Marlene Gulas

Norman & Dott A. Dell Gulau Scholarship
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Gulau

Oak Harbor Rotary Scholarship Fund
Oak Harbor Rotary Club

Catawba Island Historical Society 
Scholarships
Catawba Island Historical Society
Mr. & Mrs. William Vandergeissen

Joy Roth Little Tiger Award
Mr. Townsend Quinn
Mr. Jeff Roth

Port Clinton Food Pantry Operations Expenses 
Fund
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Raymond Family Fund
Ms. Joyce Raymond

Rollie W. Sidell Memorial Scholarship Fund
Mr. John Sidell

Ron Harger Memorial Scholarship Fund
Ms. Barbara Harger

Scott Pugh Scholarship Fund
Lake Erie Islands Browns Backers
Ms. Sharon Duggan
Ms. Paula O’Brien

The Big Nut Scholarship Fund
Jon Paul & Terese Marie Peters

Thomas W. Maher Scholarship Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Deschler

OCCF Rapid Response Fund
Anonymous
100 Caring Hearts
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Benefactor ($5,000+)
Crown Battery
Miller Boat Line

Sustainer ($2,500-$4,999)
Erie Food Market 

Advocates ($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous
Biro Manufacturing Company
Emprise Technologies
First National Bank
Poseidon Lounge 
Trish McCartney Insurance Agency Inc. 

Patrons ($500-$999)
Baumann Auto Center, Inc.
Bayside Comfort, Inc. 
Carter Lumber
Catawba Construction
Civista Bank
C. Nelson Manufacturing 
Frederick Agency Inc. 
GenoaBank
LEWCO
Materion
OMG/Oak Harbor Family Eyecare
Signature Label
Weichert Realtors Morgan Realty Group

Supporters ($100-$499)
Apex Custom LLC
Edward Jones - Genoa
Family of Faith Church
Holcomb Group
Marblehead Bank
Masonry Construction Co., Inc.
Northern Manufacturing
Polter Real Estate
Realtor Jeff Brower - Keller Williams 
Roth, Bacon, Moon Attorneys, LLC
Samsen Furniture
Ship Shape Marine, Inc. 
Shores & Islands Ohio
Shrock’s Marina
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Put-in-Bay 
Witt & Gaines Inc. 
Yellow House Bakery

In-Kind Donations:
Catawba Island Club
Drive by Decorating-Krista Kyle
Hart Outdoor Advertising
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Mary’s Blossom Shoppe
Omni Fiber

In Memory of Joy Roth -Mr. & Mrs. Larry Bagwell; Ms. Lenore Kola; 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Haar; Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Riley; and Mr. Jeff Roth

In Memory of Paul Blausey -Mrs. Sandy Blausey

In Memory of George Briggs -Oak Harbor Rotary Club

In Memory of Renee DeVore -Ms. Julene Market

In Memory of Dr. Derrill (Hab) Hablitzel -
   Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Hablitzel

In Memory of Joann Hablitzel -Mrs. Christine Hablitzel

In Memory of Todd Hablitzel -DAFgiving360

In Honor of Rosann Hickman -Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Gibson

In Memory of Thomas Maher -Mr. & Mrs. Catarino Alvarez; 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Arnoff; Mr. & Mrs. Quinton Boroi; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
Deschler; Ms. Marlene Gulas; Mr. Ken Hermes; Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hoover; 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Krager; Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kress; Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Linkous; M. A. Maher;  Mr. William Maher; Ms. Barbara Marziliano; Port 
Clinton High School Athletics; Mr. & Mrs. James Price; Mr. & Mrs. James 
Radloff;   Mr. & Mrs. Dave Rankin; Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rideout; 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sandwisch; Mr. & Mrs. Brian Snyder; Mr. & Mrs. 
Philip Spicer; Mr. C. David Trimble; Ms. Alexis Zouhary; Ms. Katie Marie 
Zouhary; and Mrs. Elizabeth Zouhary-Messenger

In Memory of Jennifer Martin -Ms. Carol Martin

In Memory of Blair Miller -Mr. & Mrs. James Garner; & OCCF Board

In Memory of Rob Moore -Mr. & Mrs. John Moore

In Memory of William Orris, Jr. -Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gillum; 
and Ms. Vicki Snyder

In Memory of Gary Rasmussen -Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Smith

In Memory of Marty Shuff -Mr. & Mrs. Larry Heintz
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Our Newest 
Emeritus 
Members

The board voted to name 
Tina Hablitzel and Jan 
Preston as Emeritus 
members because of their 
outstanding contributions, 
leadership and service to 
OCCF. Tina and Jan share  
why they remain 
committed to OCCF’s 
mission.

TINA - “I joined the OCCF board in 2015 at the invitation of my father-in-law, Dr. 
Derrill Hablitzel, as he retired from his own service. Over the next nine years, serving 
alongside such dedicated, civic-minded leaders was one of the most rewarding expe-
riences of my life. I gained a deep appreciation for our generous community and the 
many nonprofits OCCF supports. As an emeritus member, I remain committed to its 
mission of Doing Good. Forever.”

JAN - “My time with the OCCF Board was shaped by both challenge and purpose. 
In 2020, we experienced the loss of our founder, Joy Roth—a difficult moment that 
brought the Board together in new ways. Even during the uncertainty of COVID-19, I 
saw firsthand how OCCF responded to the needs of our community, including efforts 
like the Rapid Response program. I was especially proud to support initiatives fo-
cused on education and workforce development. What stays with me most is the spirit 
of the people—dedicated, compassionate, and committed to making a difference. My 
experience showed me that there is nothing a group of devoted individuals, supported 
by a generous community, cannot accomplish for good.”

James “Jim” Krieger lives in eastern Benton 
Township near the Ottawa National Wildlife 
Refuge and has called Ottawa County home for 
most of his life. Jim brings extensive experience in 
finance and public accounting and looks forward to 
helping ensure the Foundation’s funds are carefully 
stewarded while continuing to grow opportunities 

for community impact. He has also been active in a number of 
community organizations, including serving with the Friends of 
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge and supporting local education 
initiatives. “I think of all the people from this county who guided 
me as I grew up and the wisdom they shared with me. Now it 
is my turn to do the same and repay those who helped along the 
way.”

BOARD MEMBERS, continued from page 1



DOING GOOD. FOREVER .

Make the Most of Your Investments - 
While Giving Back
Have you benefited from a strong market but hesitate to sell appreciated stocks or mutual funds 
because of capital gains taxes? You’re not alone.

Gifting appreciated shares is a smart and simple 
way to support the causes you care about—while 
maximizing your impact. You can establish a 
fund to support your favorite nonprofit each year 
or direct your gift to OCCF to help strengthen 
Ottawa County for generations to come.

Why consider a gift of stock?
•	 Avoid capital gains tax on the donated shares
•	 Make a simple electronic transfer from your 

broker or fund company
•	 Support the causes that matter most to you

Interested in learning more? Contact us to explore your options.
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Forwarding Service Requested

Stay Informed!
We are building our email list to 
communicate quickly with our 
supporters. Please sign up for future 
digital correspondence by scanning 
the QR code and sharing your email 
address.

Congratulations to the Ottawa County Class of 2026!
OCCF was proud to be one of several sponsors of the Ottawa County Top 
10 High School Student Banquet and celebrate some of our incredible stu-
dents. Pictured here with Oak Harbor Senior, Hannah Hartigan,  are OCCF 
Trustees Duane Kokinda, Marcia Jess and Jim Boule.
This year, OCCF is also proud to award nearly $200,000 in scholarships to 
students across Ottawa County thanks to the generosity of our donors and 
scholarship fundholders. Watch for an upcoming newsletter for the full list!


