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Purpose
Educational and preventative legal guidance

Disclaimer
This document is for educational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. 
Statutes vary by jurisdiction and factual context.

I. Scope and Intent
This document outlines how conduct involving minors may constitute custodial 
interference or child abduction, and how such conduct may escalate to include physical 
abuse, unlawful restraint, coercion, drug facilitation, forced kidnapping, and sexual 
exploitation, including coerced pornography. The focus is on legal definitions of harm 
rather than sensational labels.

II. Custodial Interference / Child Abduction (Non-Kidnapping)
Custodial interference occurs when an individual knowingly removes, entices, harbors, 
or retains a minor without the consent of a lawful parent or guardian, thereby interfering 
with lawful custody. Physical force is not required, and a minor’s apparent willingness 
does not negate the offense.

III. Physical Abuse and Unlawful Restraint
Physical abuse includes any intentional act that causes bodily harm, pain, or physical 
intimidation of a minor. Unlawful restraint may occur when a minor is confined or 
restricted without legal authority, including being locked behind doors, blocked from 
exits, restrained, or otherwise prevented from leaving a location.

IV. Forced Kidnapping and Confinement
Forced kidnapping occurs when a minor is held or transported against their will through 
force, threats, or physical restraint. Locking a minor in a room, securing doors to prevent 
exit, or otherwise imprisoning the minor constitutes confinement and may satisfy the 
elements of kidnapping, abduction, or false imprisonment, depending on jurisdiction.

V. Coercion and Manipulation of a Minor
Coercion includes emotional manipulation, intimidation, threats, isolation, exploitation of 
dependency or immaturity, and conditioning safety, shelter, affection, or resources on 



compliance. When coercion is present, any apparent consent by a minor is legally 
compromised or invalid.

VI. Drug Facilitation and Child Endangerment
Encouraging, pressuring, or providing drugs or intoxicants to a minor constitutes 
furnishing controlled substances to a minor and child endangerment. If intoxication is 
used to impair judgment, mobility, or resistance, it may also support findings of unlawful 
restraint, abduction, or sexual exploitation.

VII. Coerced Pornography and Sexual Exploitation of a Minor
A minor cannot legally consent to the creation, possession, or distribution of sexually 
explicit material. Inducing, coercing, threatening, restraining, drugging, or manipulating a 
minor into producing images or videos constitutes sexual exploitation, even if the minor 
appears compliant or self-produces the material.

VIII. Relevant Federal Criminal Statutes (Illustrative)
18 U.S.C. § 2251 — Sexual exploitation of children
18 U.S.C. §§ 2252 & 2252A — Receipt, distribution, or possession of child sexual abuse 
material (CSAM)
18 U.S.C. § 2422(b) — Coercion and enticement of a minor
18 U.S.C. § 1201 — Kidnapping (where force, restraint, or confinement is present)

IX. Intersection of Offenses
Custodial interference often functions as a facilitating offense, enabling isolation of the 
minor, increasing dependency, and creating conditions in which physical abuse, 
confinement, drug facilitation, and sexual exploitation may occur. Prosecutors frequently 
pursue multiple charges concurrently.

X. Key Takeaways
A minor’s apparent willingness does not defeat custodial interference. Physical 
confinement or locking a minor behind doors may constitute unlawful restraint or 
kidnapping. Coercion, drugs, or physical abuse invalidate consent. Coerced 
pornography constitutes sexual exploitation under federal and state law.

XI. Educational Disclaimer
This document is intended solely for educational and preventative purposes and does 
not substitute for legal counsel.

Yes. Below is a clean, copy-and-paste–ready chart you can drop directly into your 
Word document. It is written for educational/legal literacy purposes and clearly 
distinguishes criminal vs. civil, state vs. federal, and types of offenses.

I’ll also include a short footnote disclaimer you can keep with it.



Statute of Limitations Overview — Crimes Against Minors (U.S.)

Note: Time limits vary by jurisdiction and offense. This chart reflects 
common U.S. legal frameworks and trends.

A. Criminal Statute of Limitations

Offense Category
Typical Statute 
of Limitations

When the Clock 
Begins

Notes

Sexual Abuse of a Minor
No limit or 10–
30+ years

Often at age 18
Many states have 
eliminated limits 
entirely

Sexual Exploitation of a 
Minor (incl. coerced 
pornography)

No statute of 
limitations 
(common)

N/A
Federal law has no 
limit

Production of CSAM
No statute of 
limitations

N/A
Each act and 
possession may be a 
separate offense

Receipt / Possession of 
CSAM

No limit or long 
extended period

Often discovery-
based

Federal prosecutions 
common decades 
later

Kidnapping with Force 
or Confinement

No statute of 
limitations 
(often)

N/A
Includes locking 
doors, restraint, 
imprisonment

False Imprisonment / 
Unlawful Restraint

5–20 years 
(varies)

Date of offense
May extend if victim 
was a minor

Custodial Interference / 
Child Abduction (Non-
Force)

3–10 years 
(typical)

Often at age 18
Tolling applies if 
concealed

Furnishing Drugs to a 
Minor

5–20 years
Date of offense or 
discovery

Often charged 
alongside abuse

Child Endangerment / 
Abuse

5–30 years or no 
limit

Often at age 18 Depends on severity



B. Federal Criminal Law (U.S.)

Federal Statute Offense Statute of Limitations

18 U.S.C. § 2251 Sexual exploitation of children No limit

18 U.S.C. §§ 2252 / 
2252A

CSAM possession, receipt, 
distribution

Often no limit

18 U.S.C. § 2422(b) Coercion & enticement of a minor
Extended / often no 
limit

18 U.S.C. § 1201
Kidnapping (force, restraint, 
confinement)

No limit

C. Civil Statute of Limitations (Lawsuits by Survivors)

Claim Type
Typical 

Timeframe
When Clock Begins Special Notes

Civil Child Sexual 
Abuse Claims

10–30+ years
Often at age 18 or 
discovery

Many states expanded 
limits

Civil Sexual 
Exploitation / CSAM

Extended or 
none

Discovery-based
Applies to individuals & 
institutions

Civil Assault / False 
Imprisonment

5–20 years At adulthood May be tolled

Institutional Liability 
Claims

Varies Discovery-based
Often included in 
revival laws

Look-Back / Revival 
Window Claims

Temporary 
window

Any past abuse
Allows decades-old 
claims

D. Important Notes For Prosecutors, Lawyers

 Clock may not have started until adulthood✔
 Offense may have ✔ no statute of limitations
 Evidence (images, communications) still exists✔
 Civil revival statutes reopen expired claims✔
 Federal jurisdiction may apply✔



Suggested Educational Disclaimer (Copy/Paste)

This chart is provided for educational purposes only. Statutes of limitation 
vary by jurisdiction, offense, and factual circumstances. Survivors and 
institutions should consult qualified legal counsel for case-specific guidance.

50-State Overview: Statute of Limitations for Crimes Against 
Children (U.S.)

Important: This chart reflects each state’s general statutory framework for 
child sexual abuse, exploitation, and serious abduction offenses. Specific 
time limits vary by offense and statute.

Key to Framework Types

• NL = No criminal statute of limitations for major child sexual offenses

• 18+X = Clock begins at age 18, with additional years (often 10–30+)

• DL = Discovery-based or delayed-discovery rule

• LB = Look-back / revival window for civil claims

• Varies = Depends on offense severity (common for kidnapping vs. interference)

A. Criminal Statute of Limitations — By State

State
Child Sexual Abuse / 

Exploitation
Kidnapping / 
Confinement

Notes

Alabama 18+ NL
Serious felonies 
extended

Alaska NL NL Broad elimination

Arizona NL NL
Strong survivor 
protections

Arkansas 18+ NL Tolling applies

California NL NL Expanded repeatedly

Colorado NL NL Includes exploitation



State
Child Sexual Abuse / 

Exploitation
Kidnapping / 
Confinement

Notes

Connecticut 18+ NL Long extensions

Delaware NL NL Includes CSAM

Florida NL NL
Applies to many 
offenses

Georgia NL NL Includes exploitation

Hawaii NL NL Survivor-friendly

Idaho 18+ NL Depends on offense

Illinois NL NL
Includes child 
pornography

Indiana 18+ NL Extended limits

Iowa NL NL Serious felony focus

Kansas NL NL
Includes sexual 
exploitation

Kentucky 18+ NL Tolling applies

Louisiana NL NL
No limit for many 
offenses

Maine NL NL Includes exploitation

Maryland NL NL
Expanded in recent 
years

Massachusetts 18+ NL Very long periods

Michigan 18+ NL Strong tolling

Minnesota NL NL Broad elimination

Mississippi 18+ NL Severity-based

Missouri NL NL Includes CSAM



State
Child Sexual Abuse / 

Exploitation
Kidnapping / 
Confinement

Notes

Montana NL NL No limit for most

Nebraska NL NL Survivor-protective

Nevada NL NL Includes trafficking

New 
Hampshire

NL NL Expanded statutes

New Jersey NL NL Civil & criminal reforms

New Mexico NL NL Strong protections

New York NL NL Child Victims Act

North Carolina 18+ NL Extended periods

North Dakota NL NL Includes exploitation

Ohio NL NL Eliminated limits

Oklahoma NL NL Applies broadly

Oregon NL NL Includes sexual abuse

Pennsylvania NL NL Reforms ongoing

Rhode Island 18+ NL Extended timelines

South Carolina NL NL Serious offenses

South Dakota NL NL Includes CSAM

Tennessee NL NL Broad elimination

Texas NL NL Includes exploitation

Utah NL NL Expanded protections

Vermont NL NL Survivor-centered

Virginia 18+ NL Tolling common



State
Child Sexual Abuse / 

Exploitation
Kidnapping / 
Confinement

Notes

Washington NL NL Strong survivor laws

West Virginia NL NL Broad coverage

Wisconsin 18+ NL Long extensions

Wyoming NL NL Serious felony focus

B. Civil Statute of Limitations (All States — General Trends)

Category National Pattern

Civil child sexual abuse 10–30+ years after age 18

Civil exploitation / CSAM
Discovery-based or 
extended

Institutional liability Often included

Look-back windows Enacted in many states

Trend Expansion, not restriction

C. Universal Legal Principles Across States

• Serious child sexual abuse and exploitation often have no criminal time limit

• Many states start the clock at age 18

• Concealment, coercion, or incapacity tolls the statute

• Kidnapping with restraint or confinement almost always has no limit

• Civil remedies frequently remain available decades later

Suggested Disclaimer (Recommended for Union of Saints)

This chart is provided for educational purposes only. Statutes of limitation 
vary by offense, statutory amendment, and factual context. Readers should 
consult qualified legal counsel for jurisdiction-specific application.
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