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The convicted murderer who will be the first woman executed in Tennessee in
more than two centuries said she feels a “kinship” with killer mom Lindsay Clancy
— claiming she was also driven by mental illness.

Christa Pike, now 50, was just 18 when she lured 19-year-old classmate Colleen
Slemmer to a wooded area on the University of Tennessee campus in Knoxville
and horrifically tortured her to death with the help of her boyfriend in 1995.

She now blames her mental health — as well as racism, because her boyfriend at
the time was black.
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“I feel a kinship with Lindsay,” Pike told the Times of London of the mom who
blames postpartum psychosis for killing her three young children.

“We are both females who got into trouble because of uniquely female issues,”
said Pike, who is scheduled to die by lethal injection Wednesday

Pike is “pleased” Clancy received a mistrial after one holdout juror refused to find
her not guilty by means of insanity — and believes jurors would have been more
sympathetic toward her case today “because science about brain development
has evolved.”

“There are so many women who don’t get the help they need: me and others,”
she said in a written interview through her attorneys.

“One thing is different, however, is that times have changed a lot on awareness of

Christa Gail Pike appears remotely from Deborah K. Johnson Rehabilitation for her hearing in Knox County
Criminal Court in Knoxville, Tenn., on Aug. 11, 2026. USA TODAY Network via Reuters Connect
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“One thing is different, however, is that times have changed a lot on awareness of
women’s issues since I was put on trial,” she added.

Pike is set to be executed Sept. 30 for the 1995 murder of Colleen Slemmer. USA TODAY Network via
Reuters Connect

Lindsay Clancy watches as the jury enters the courtroom during her trial at Plymouth Superior Court on Aug.
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“There are so women who don’t get the help they need: me and others.”

Unlike Clancy, whose defense team claimed she was suffering from postpartum
psychosis when she strangled her three young children at her Massachusetts
home in 2023, Pike’s attorneys never presented her history of mental illness or
abuse during her trial.

Pike also said she believes she was punished so severely because her boyfriend at
the time, Tadaryl Shipp, was black.

“While racism has not gone away, it has diminished some. I think I was more
harshly judged because of my relationship with Tadaryl.”

24, 2026. Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger
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With men accounting for three-quarters of suicides in the UK, according to data
from the Office for National Statistics (ONS), mental health professionals are

Dr Peter Meades has always been concerned about the low numbers of men seeking help
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from the Office for National Statistics (ONS), mental health professionals are
warning of a “crisis point culture” that’s preventing thousands from seeking
professional help when they need it.

Dr Peter Meades is an expert integrative psychotherapist with more than 25
years’ experience in both the NHS and private practice, and understands the
challenges men face.

After years on the front line, he was moved to write a book: I’m Fine (But Not
Really). “I wasn’t comfortable with taking everything I’ve learned in my career and
not doing anything with it, because I’ve always been concerned about the low
numbers of men seeking help.

“I thought it would be useful to share a little about what goes on behind the
therapy door with men who might never ask for help, or can’t afford to,” says
Meades.

Here, Meades details what he’s learned about men from his years in the therapist
chair, and what’s surprised him along the way.

Continue reading
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