
Negative Ghost Rider

Common Sense Policing

Did That Really Happen
There is an old phrase often heard in aviation culture.

Negative Ghost Rider.

In simple terms, it means stop and check again.

Perhaps there is no better reminder when evaluating emotionally charged situations, serious 
allegations, or official documentation.

Police reports carry enormous weight in society. They influence criminal cases, employment 
opportunities, licensing decisions, family disputes, and public opinion. Because of this 
influence, one question remains important.

Did that really happen?

This question is about evidence, accountability, and responsible decision making.

Reports Are Documentation
Police reports document observations, statements, timelines, evidence collection, and 
conclusions reached during an investigation.

People make mistakes.

Witnesses forget details.

Stress affects memory.

Events become confused.

Information may be incomplete.

Sometimes reports contain errors.

When questions arise, common sense requires examination rather than assumption.

Questions Worth Asking
When reviewing any report, several questions become important.

Does evidence support what is written?

Do timestamps make sense?



Do witness accounts match?

Does video support written descriptions?

Were important facts left out?

Are observations separated from conclusions?

Is there documentation beyond a single narrative?

Common sense requires looking beyond words on paper.

Understanding Accuracy
Not every inaccurate statement represents intentional misconduct.

There can be mistakes.

There can be missing information.

There can be misunderstandings.

There can be subjective interpretations.

There can also be intentional falsehoods.

Understanding the difference matters because evidence determines accountability.

Accountability Requires Documentation
People seeking accountability often begin by gathering facts.

Obtain reports and records.

Preserve communications.

Keep photographs, videos, and timestamps.

Request available recordings.

Create timelines.

Identify objective contradictions.

Document first.

Conclusions come later.

The Negative Ghost Rider Principle
When something appears unusual, incomplete, confusing, or inconsistent, ask questions.

Verify information.

Review evidence.



Remain factual.

Avoid assumptions.

Continue asking one simple question.

Did that really happen?

Negative Ghost Rider.

Check again.



Documentation and Accountability

Understanding the Process When Questions Arise About 
Police Reports
If someone believes a police officer knowingly filed a false report, accountability often occurs 
through documentation, review procedures, litigation, oversight systems, and evidentiary 
examination. The process usually begins with gathering facts rather than making conclusions.

Obtain Records First
Before challenging anything, begin by obtaining records and preserving information.

Obtain the police report.

Request body camera footage, if available.

Request dispatch records and CAD logs.

Collect witness statements.

Preserve texts, photographs, timestamps, GPS information, receipts, videos, and related 
documentation.

The objective is usually identifying factual inaccuracies rather than disagreement.

Build a Timeline
Create a clear timeline of events using available documentation.

Compare written statements with available evidence.

Identify inconsistencies.

Document dates, times, locations, and supporting materials.

Specific contradictions supported by evidence are generally easier to evaluate than 
generalized allegations.

Use Internal Complaint Procedures
Many departments maintain systems for reviewing complaints.

These procedures may include internal investigations, professional standards divisions, 
supervisor review processes, or citizen complaint systems.

Maintain copies of everything submitted.

Request complaint numbers when available.



Document communications and follow up when appropriate.

Consider External Oversight
Depending on the circumstances, additional review mechanisms may exist.

Prosecutors may review credibility concerns.

Oversight boards may review complaints where available.

Licensing or certification agencies may receive complaints.

Courts may examine evidence through motions, hearings, and evidentiary proceedings.

The available options depend heavily on facts and jurisdiction.

Challenge Statements Through Legal Proceedings When 
Necessary
When reports create legal consequences, scrutiny often occurs within legal proceedings 
themselves.

Examples may include criminal charges, protective orders, custody matters, employment 
consequences, or licensing issues.

These proceedings may involve testimony, evidence disclosure, witness examination, 
discovery, and documentary review.

Consider Whether Civil Remedies Exist
If damages occurred, accountability sometimes proceeds through civil processes.

Possible claims may involve constitutional violations, wrongful arrest allegations, malicious 
prosecution claims, or civil rights litigation.

These matters can become legally complex and depend heavily on facts and evidence.

Protect Credibility Throughout The Process
Certain practices may help preserve credibility.

Avoid altering evidence.

Avoid public accusations unsupported by evidence.

Keep communications factual and documented.

Separate what is known from what is suspected.

Separate suspicion from proof



Final Consideration
Questions involving omitted evidence, contradictory recordings, disputed testimony, or reports 
that create significant consequences often require careful review of facts, documentation, and 
available evidence.

Documentation generally comes first.

Conclusions come later.
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