
Dissolution of the Soviet Union
The Soviet Union dissolved due to a combination of economic stagnation, political reforms, nationalist 
movements, and external pressures, culminating in the formal end of the USSR in December 1991.

Economic Stagnation and the Burden of Defense

By the 1980s, the Soviet economy was chronically stagnant, struggling with inefficiency, low 
productivity, and shortages of consumer goods. The arms race with the United States and costly foreign
interventions, such as the war in Afghanistan, placed an unsustainable financial burden on the state, 
further weakening the economy and increasing public frustration.
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Gorbachev's Reforms

Mikhail Gorbachev, appointed General Secretary in 1985, introduced glasnost ("openness") and 
perestroika ("restructuring") in an effort to revitalize the Soviet economy and government.

Glasnost allowed greater public criticism of the government, exposing systemic corruption and 
inefficiency. Perestroika attempted to introduce limited market reforms without fully dismantling 
centralized bureaucratic control. Rather than strengthening the Soviet system, these reforms 
unintentionally weakened central authority and accelerated demands for political change.
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Rise of Nationalism and Independence Movements

The Soviet Union consisted of fifteen republics with distinct national identities. As central authority 
weakened, nationalist movements gained momentum across the Union.

Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania were among the first republics to pursue independence, followed by 
Georgia and several others. By late 1991, multiple republics had declared independence, creating a 
political crisis that the central government could no longer contain.
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Political Crises and the August Coup

In August 1991, hardline Communist officials attempted a coup to reverse Gorbachev's reforms.

Although the coup failed, it further weakened the authority of the central government and accelerated 
the movement toward independence among the republics. In December 1991, the leaders of Russia, 
Ukraine, and Belarus signed the Belovezha Accords, formally dissolving the Soviet Union and 
establishing the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).
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External Pressures and Historical Context

The Cold War arms race, the economic burden of maintaining global superpower status, and the 
collapse of Soviet influence in Eastern Europe following the fall of the Berlin Wall all contributed to 
the dissolution of the USSR.

Long-standing structural challenges—including centralized economic planning, bureaucratic 
inefficiency, and decades of authoritarian governance—also limited the Soviet Union's ability to adapt 
to changing political and economic conditions.
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Conclusion
The dissolution of the Soviet Union resulted from the interaction of economic decline, political reform, 
nationalist movements, and external pressures rather than from any single event.

On December 25, 1991, Mikhail Gorbachev resigned as President of the Soviet Union. The following 
day, on December 26, 1991, the Soviet Union officially ceased to exist, marking the end of one of the 
twentieth century's two superpowers and the beginning of a new geopolitical era.
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Former Soviet Republics
The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) consisted of the following fifteen republics:

1. Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (Russia)

2. Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (Ukraine)

3. Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic (Belarus)

4. Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic (Estonia)

5. Latvian Soviet Socialist Republic (Latvia)

6. Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic (Lithuania)

7. Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic (Moldova)

8. Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic (Georgia)

9. Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic (Armenia)

10.Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic (Azerbaijan)

11.Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic (Kazakhstan)

12.Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist Republic (Kyrgyzstan)

13.Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic (Tajikistan)



14.Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic (Turkmenistan)

15.Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic (Uzbekistan)

These republics collectively formed the Soviet Union from December 30, 1922, until its dissolution in 
December 1991.

WW2 Context:

The Soviet Union entered the war against Germany during World War II.

Here's the timeline:

• August 23, 1939 – Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union signed the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact, a 
non-aggression agreement with secret protocols dividing parts of Eastern Europe into spheres of
influence. 

• September 1, 1939 – Germany invaded Poland, beginning World War II in Europe. 
• September 17, 1939 – The Soviet Union entered eastern Poland, consistent with the secret 

protocols of the pact. 
• June 22, 1941 – Germany launched Operation Barbarossa, invading the Soviet Union. 
• From 1941 to 1945, the Soviet Union fought Germany on what is commonly called the Eastern

Front, the largest and deadliest theater of World War II. 
• Major Soviet victories included the Battle of Moscow, the Battle of Stalingrad, and the Battle of

Kursk. 
• In May 1945, Soviet forces captured Berlin, and Germany surrendered. 

• Yes, the Soviet Union fought Nazi Germany after Germany invaded it in 1941. 
• The Soviet Union was one of the principal Allied powers during the later part of World War II 

and played a major role in defeating Nazi Germany. 
• Before 1941, however, Germany and the Soviet Union had a non-aggression pact and both 

occupied portions of Poland after the outbreak of the war.


