
Modern Slavery Artist: Definition & Profile
Union of Saints as Modern Slavery Artists, Freedom-Makers.

Definition

A Modern Slavery Artist is a creator—visual, literary, performing, or multimedia—whose work 
explores, exposes, or transforms the hidden systems of control, manipulation, and 
exploitation present in contemporary human relationships and society. Their art reflects the 
lived experience of oppression, the struggle for autonomy, and the reclamation of personal 
power, often using the mechanisms of abuse as subject, metaphor, or material.

Key Themes in Their Work

• Control & Coercion: Highlighting manipulation, guilt-tripping, conditional love, and fear-
based obedience.

• Identity & Autonomy: Exploring the suppression of individuality and the reclaiming of 
selfhood.

• Emotional Bondage: Representing trauma bonds, enmeshment, and emotional 
exploitation.

• Social & Societal Chains: Critiquing conformity, public shaming, economic exploitation, 
and cultural or institutional pressures.

• Generational & Relational Cycles: Examining how abuse patterns are inherited and 
perpetuated across families and communities.

• Freedom & Radical Self-Determination: Celebrating acts of resistance, personal 
boundaries, and liberation.

Artistic Strategies & Techniques

1. Visual Metaphor & Symbolism: Using chains, cages, nets, shadows, or mirrors to 
represent oppression and freedom.

2. Narrative Storytelling: Depicting relational, familial, or societal abuse through poetry, 
prose, or performance.

3. Interactive or Participatory Work: Inviting audiences to experience constraints or 
choices, simulating power dynamics.



4. Juxtaposition & Contrast: Placing oppression and liberation side by side to highlight 
struggle and resilience.

5. Transformative Materials: Using materials that suggest constraint (barbed wire, rope, 
metals) or liberation (light, open spaces, fabric) to evoke physical/emotional sensation.

Profiles & Approaches

• The Witness: Captures or documents the abuses of modern slavery in communities or 
relationships.

• The Survivor: Creates from personal experience, turning trauma into testimony and 
healing.

• The Activist: Uses art as a tool for social justice, exposing systemic or societal 
exploitation.

• The Metaphysician: Explores modern slavery as a spiritual or psychological 
phenomenon, linking oppression to human consciousness.

Purpose & Impact

• Raise Awareness: Educates audiences about hidden systems of control and 
exploitation.

• Empower Survivors: Provides validation and language for those affected by 
psychological slavery.

• Inspire Action: Encourages boundary setting, autonomy, and systemic change.

• Transform Trauma into Art: Converts abuse into creative expression, offering catharsis 
and reclamation.

Example Artistic Statements

• “Through my art, I map the invisible chains that bind us to each other and to society, 
turning confinement into a canvas of liberation.”

• “I explore the spaces between obedience and freedom, showing how power, guilt, and 
control shape human lives.”

• “My work exposes the silent violence of emotional and social slavery, inviting viewers 
to reclaim their voice and agency.”

• Union of Saints, 501c3 is a church and charity which promotes freedom, personal 
protection, truth and peace.
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