
New France
• Maine: French claims and settlements were 

substantial. The 1604 French settlement at Saint 
Croix Island, on the present Maine–New Brunswick 
border, was established under the authority of New 
France.

• Maine Coast: French exploration and claims 
extended along the coast, and areas such as Mount 
Desert Island were within the French sphere before 
later becoming English/New England territory.

• Massachusetts and Southern New England: French 
explorers, including Samuel de Champlain, explored 
the coast, but these areas were not generally 
established as French colonial territory. The English 
established colonies farther south, while Indigenous 
peoples already inhabited and governed these lands.

• Acadia: Acadia encompassed territory that included 
northern Maine and the Maritime provinces, 
although its boundaries were repeatedly disputed 
between France and Britain.

BEFORE NEW ENGLAND, PARTS OF THIS LAND 
WERE CLAIMED AS NEW FRANCE AND ACADIA 
— A SHARED HOMELAND OF WABANAKI 
PEOPLES AND FRENCH SETTLERS, WITH 
ACADIA DEVELOPING WITHIN THE REGION.


