
“Boots on the Ground” Experience: Arizona “Territory” Social Hostility

Observed Dynamics: Intergroup Tension, Overt Aggression, Heightened Threat

This experience is not shared with Mexican Americans who are supportive of fellow 
Americans. It is also not shared with Americans who support them. These relationships reflect 
healthy, normal, and compassionate interactions.

However, there is a noticeable sense of hostility across many settings. This is especially true 
in Hispanic dominant areas. There is experienced “white vilification,” “targeting,” “sizing up,” 
and “bullying.”

Both men and women appear to assess or scrutinize white individuals in these environments. 
This occurs in everyday situations such as driving, biking, walking, or running. There is an 
experienced feeling of being “shooed away” or encountering emotionally aggressive behavior, 
and tensions often feel elevated.

Some individuals create distance upon seeing white individuals. This contributes to what is 
experienced as more strained social relations than in the past. At the same time, there are 
many individuals, including immigrants, who present as kind, well composed, sensitive, and 
compassionate.

Many individuals of Indian and Asian backgrounds have demonstrated consistent kindness. 
They also show humility and consideration in their interactions. These experiences have 
stood out as notably respectful.

The primary concern arises from elements of the population where aggressive behavior is 
normalized. This behavior is experienced repeatedly in certain interactions and environments. 
At the same time, it is important to emphasize that within this same population, there are also 
compassionate, professional, and cooperative individuals who are true allies.

The behaviors of concern include honking, dismissive gestures, and social “sizing up.” These 
actions contribute to an experienced sense of hostility in public spaces. Over time, these 
patterns become difficult to ignore.

In one specific incident, a motorist approached my vehicle aggressively without leaving 
adequate space. The individual used racist language during the interaction. I had the right of 
way, and the roadway was clearly a one lane street, yet I was forced to reverse my vehicle to 
avoid escalation, and I later reported the incident to staff on scene.

These experiences contribute to an overall environment in which tensions are elevated. They 
also create situations that feel unpredictable and difficult to navigate. Over time, this can 
impact a sense of safety and ease in daily activities.

Please see accompanying article “Hit and Run Data.”


