
The “HRE” and France
“The Holy Roman Empire (HRE) and France shared a complex, intertwined history, originating from 
Charlemagne's Carolingian Empire in 800 AD which included modern France. Following the 
empire's split, France emerged as an independent kingdom, while the HRE became a German-
centered, decentralized entity. Centuries of rivalry ensued, culminating in the HRE’s 1806 dissolution 
by Napoleon. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6] 

Key Historical Relationship Points: 

• Common Origin: Charlemagne, King of the Franks, was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 
800 AD, ruling over what is now France, Germany, and parts of Italy. 

• Separation: After the death of Louis the Pious, the Carolingian Empire split; the Western 
Frankish kingdom developed into France, while the Eastern part became the core of the HRE. 

• Rivalry: The two entities were largely distinct after the 10th century. France evolved into a 
strong, centralized nation-state, while the HRE remained a loose federation of territories. 

• Border Conflicts: While France was largely independent, the HRE included regions like 
Alsace and Lorraine that are now part of France. 

• Dissolution: In 1806, the last Holy Roman Emperor, Francis II, dissolved the empire after it 
was severely weakened by battles with Napoleonic France. [1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11] 

Key Historical Figures: 

• Charlemagne: Initial King of the Franks who united much of Western Europe. 
• Francis I (France): Competed to become Holy Roman Emperor in 1519, losing out to Charles 

V. 
• Napoleon Bonaparte: French Emperor whose conquests led to the final dissolution of the 

HRE. [1, 3, 4, 5]”
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