
Understanding Demographics in South Tucson, Arizona

For those not from the region, the demographic makeup of South Tucson may feel surprising 
when compared to other parts of the United States. However, this area has historically had a 
significantly larger Mexican and Mexican-American population than many other regions 
of the country.

In 1960, statewide data showed that people identified by Spanish surname (a common proxy 
at the time for what we now refer to as Hispanic or Latino heritage) numbered approximately 
194,000, accounting for about 15% of Arizona’s population.

It is important to note that the 1960 Census did not separately identify “Hispanic/Latino” 
as an ethnicity the way modern censuses do. Individuals of Mexican or broader Latin 
heritage were typically classified as white or other, depending on how they reported their race, 
which makes direct comparisons to modern data imperfect.

South Tucson — Ethnicity Today (Approximate, Non-Overlapping)

• Hispanic / Latino (any race): ~75%

• Non-Hispanic (all races combined): ~25%

Non-Hispanic population breakdown (~25%):

• Non-Hispanic White: ~12–14%

• Non-Hispanic Native American: ~6–8%

• Non-Hispanic Black: ~2–3%

• Non-Hispanic Asian: ~0.3–0.5%

• Non-Hispanic Two or More Races / Other: ~2–4%

(These figures total approximately 25%, reflecting a non-overlapping demographic 
breakdown.)

Why This Matters

These demographic realities affect the broader American public because local politics, 
cultural expression, and civic priorities naturally reflect the population they serve. 
While South Tucson’s identity has long included strong Mexican and Indigenous roots, the 
degree of demographic concentration today represents a shift from earlier periods, 
particularly when compared to mid-20th-century classifications and statewide norms.

Understanding this context helps ground conversations about representation, governance, 
and cultural change in historical continuity rather than surprise or misunderstanding.



Social Experience and Cultural Adjustment

Some residents and newcomers also report experiencing social tension or bias directed 
toward white Americans in the region. While this can be uncomfortable, it is often less a 
matter of individual hostility and more a reflection of historical memory, cultural inversion, 
and shifting local norms in a community where Hispanic identity is dominant rather than 
marginal.

As in most places, familiarity matters. Over time, as individuals build relationships, learn 
local customs, and engage respectfully with the community, daily interactions tend to soften 
and become more fluid. Shared work, schools, neighborhoods, and mutual reliance often 
bridge initial distance.

That said, cultural dissonance is a real and valid experience for many Americans living in 
or relocating to South Tucson. Broader American cultural expectations—formed in regions 
where Anglo-American norms historically shaped public life—do not always align with the 
lived reality of this part of the Southwest. American culture has undeniably shifted here, and 
adjusting to that shift can require both humility and psychological adaptation.

Recognizing this dynamic allows for honest dialogue without blame, and for coexistence 
grounded in understanding rather than denial.
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