
The Basque Population

The Basque population in the United States is relatively small compared to larger European-
descended groups, and exact numbers vary depending on whether one counts:

• full ancestry, 
• partial ancestry, 
• active cultural identification, 
• or language speakers. 

Most estimates place the number of Americans with at least some Basque ancestry between 
roughly 50,000 and 100,000+ people, though some heritage organizations and genealogical 
estimates suggest the broader ancestry population could be somewhat higher.

Historical Migration

Basque immigration to the United States occurred mainly during:

• the late 1800s, 
• early 1900s, 
• and post–Spanish Civil War migration periods. 

Many Basque immigrants came from:

• Basque Country in northern Spain and southwestern France. 

Main Settlement Areas

Large Basque-American communities historically developed in western states connected to 
sheep ranching and agriculture, especially:

• Nevada 
• Idaho 
• California 
• Oregon 
• Wyoming 

The city most associated with Basque-American culture is often considered:

• Boise 

Language

The Basque language:

• Euskara 

is one of the oldest and most unique languages in Europe because it is not Indo-European. 
However, fluent Euskara speakers in the United States are now relatively few, with most 
younger descendants speaking English primarily.



Cultural Continuity

Despite small numbers, Basque-Americans have maintained:

• cultural clubs, 
• dance traditions, 
• cuisine, 
• festivals, 
• museums, 
• and heritage organizations. 

Examples include:

• Basque Museum and Cultural Center 
• Jaialdi 

Comparison to Larger Groups

Compared to populations such as:

• Irish Americans, 
• Hispanic Americans, 
• Italian Americans, 
• or Acadian/Cajun descendants, 

the Basque-American population is much smaller and more regionally concentrated.

However, Basque identity tends to remain unusually strong among active community 
participants because of:

• distinct language heritage, 
• geographic isolation historically, 
• and strong family networks.
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