
Modern Slavery Artist (The Enslaver): 
Definition & Profile

Definition

A Modern Slavery Artist is an individual who creatively and systematically manipulates, 
coerces, or controls others, often through psychological, relational, social, or economic 
means. They are adept at crafting environments, narratives, and interpersonal dynamics that 
bind others to their will, using subtle and overt forms of domination. Their “art” lies in 
orchestrating dependency, obedience, or fear to maintain power.

Core Characteristics

1. Manipulator of Autonomy:

• Controls choices, decisions, and behaviors of others.

• Uses conditional approval, guilt, or shame to enforce compliance.

2. Expert in Emotional Coercion:

• Employs guilt-tripping, gaslighting, and trauma-bonding techniques.

• Alternates affection and withdrawal to maintain psychological control.

3. Social & Relational Strategist:

• Exploits social norms, community pressures, and cultural expectations.

• Leverages friendships, family ties, work hierarchies, or housing dependency to 
maintain power.

4. Narrative Engineer:

• Crafts stories or frameworks that justify domination.

• Makes others believe obedience is duty, love, or moral obligation.

5. Invisible Chains Specialist:

• Their control is often subtle and hard to detect, manifesting as micro-abuses:

• Conditional support

• Emotional enmeshment



• Public or social shaming

• Economic or resource-based manipulation

Tactics & “Mediums”

• Relational Chains: Manipulating family, friendships, and romantic ties.

• Institutional & Societal Leverage: Exploiting workplace hierarchies, cultural norms, or 
legal structures.

• Psychological Techniques: Fear, guilt, humiliation, and dependency as tools of control.

• Resource Control: Using money, housing, or opportunity as leverage.

Impact on Victims

• Loss of autonomy and personal power

• Emotional exhaustion, anxiety, or depression

• Erosion of self-trust and identity

• Chronic dependency on the enslaver

• Difficulty setting boundaries due to trauma bonds

Artful Aspect

The “artist” element comes from their skillful orchestration of manipulation—how they can 
control environments, people, and perceptions to maintain dominance, often leaving no visible 
trace of the chains they’ve placed. This makes them particularly insidious: they craft bondage 
as if it were invisible, natural, or deserved.

Summary Statement

A Modern Slavery Artist (enslaver) is someone who treats power over others as a craft, 
blending emotional, psychological, social, and economic tools to maintain control. Unlike 
physical slavery, their mastery is subtle, making obedience, fear, or dependency appear 
voluntary—even to the victim themselves.


	Modern Slavery Artist (The Enslaver): Definition & Profile
	Definition
	Core Characteristics
	Tactics & “Mediums”
	Impact on Victims
	Artful Aspect
	Summary Statement


