
Human Right’s Violations & Harms - Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights: 
Violence & Physical Harm

• Genocide 
• Torture or cruel, inhuman, degrading treatment 
• Extrajudicial killings 
• Enforced disappearances 
• War crimes (including targeting civilians) 
• Police brutality / excessive force 
• Assault or targeted physical attacks 
• Targeted violence against public servants (judges, law enforcement, military, officials) 

Sexual Exploitation & Abuse

• Human trafficking (labor or sex trafficking) 
• Rape and sexual violence (including as a weapon of war) 
• Child exploitation / child labor / child marriage 
• Forced prostitution 
• Non-consensual image sharing (revenge pornography) 

Freedom & Civil Rights Violations

• Censorship / suppression of free speech 
• Arbitrary arrest or detention 
• Political imprisonment 
• Denial of fair trial / due process 
• Unlawful surveillance / invasion of privacy 
• Restrictions on movement (travel bans, forced confinement) 
• Harassment, coercion, or intimidation interfering with lawful duties (including public 

servants) 

Political Participation & Democracy

• Denial of the right to vote 
• Election interference or fraud 
• Coercion or intimidation of voters or candidates 
• Barring individuals or groups from public office 
• Targeting candidates or officials to undermine democratic processes 

Discrimination & Targeted Harm

• Racial discrimination or racially motivated violence (against any race, including white 
individuals) 

• Ethnic or caste-based oppression 
• Gender/sex discrimination 



• Religious persecution 
• Discrimination based on sexual orientation or identity 
• Disability discrimination 
• Hate crimes (violence or property damage motivated by bias) 

Religious Freedom & Protection from Targeted Harm

• Interference with the peaceful practice of religion 
• Harassment or intimidation of people attending religious services 
• Disruption of religious gatherings or ceremonies 
• Coercion to adopt or abandon religious beliefs 
• Violence, threats, or harassment directed at churches or religious communities 

Property, Livelihood & Animal-Related Harm

• Arson against homes, businesses, or places of worship 
• Looting, theft, or destruction of property 
• Identity theft and financial exploitation 
• Targeting livelihoods or employment as retaliation 
• Harm or cruelty toward animals tied to coercion, intimidation, or destruction of 

livelihood 

Verbal Abuse, Threats & Harassment

• Credible threats of violence 
• Persistent harassment or intimidation (offline or online) 
• Verbal abuse targeting individuals or groups based on identity (race, religion, etc.) 
• Incitement to violence 

Economic & Social Rights Violations

• Forced labor / modern slavery 
• Unsafe or exploitative working conditions 
• Denial of education 
• Denial of healthcare 
• Extreme poverty tied to systemic neglect 
• Lack of access to clean water, food, or basic necessities 

Cultural & Community Rights Violations

• Forced assimilation (erasure of language or culture) 
• Destruction of cultural or religious heritage 
• Denial of indigenous land rights 
• Suppression of language or religious expression 
• Targeting cultural communities or institutions for harm 

Identity, Legal Status & Family Rights

• Denial of citizenship or nationality 



• Statelessness 
• Refusal to issue identity documents 
• Forced separation of families 
• Arbitrary interference with family life 
• Forced marriage 

Assembly, Association & Belief

• Banning or violently suppressing peaceful protests 
• Criminalizing lawful organizations or unions 
• Retaliation for association with lawful groups 
• Forced ideological or belief conformity 

Privacy, Dignity & Personal Boundaries in Intimate Spaces

• Unlawful intrusion into private or intimate spaces (e.g., bathrooms, changing areas) 
• Failure to provide reasonable privacy protections where individuals are in states of 

undress 
• Coercion or forced exposure in situations involving bodily privacy 
• Policies or practices that disregard personal dignity and safety in shared intimate 

environments 
• Harassment, intimidation, or exploitation occurring in gender-segregated or intimate 

spaces 

Environmental & Health-Related Rights

• Exposure to unsafe or toxic environments 
• Failure to protect populations from severe pollution 
• Denial of a safe and healthy living environment 

Rights of Vulnerable or Protected Groups

• Violations against children (neglect, abuse, recruitment into conflict) 
• Violations against refugees or asylum seekers 
• Prisoner abuse or inhumane detention conditions 
• Elder abuse 
• Violations of rights of persons with disabilities 

Collective Punishment & Group-Based Harm

• Punishing families or communities for actions of individuals 
• Broad measures intentionally harming civilian populations 
• Siege, deprivation, or forced conditions affecting entire groups 

Information, Technology & Modern Violations

• Mass digital surveillance without consent 
• Online harassment and cyber exploitation 
• Deepfake abuse / identity misuse 



• Internet shutdowns 
• Algorithmic discrimination (bias in automated systems) 
• Doxxing or coordinated harassment campaigns

 Core Principle🔴
Human rights protections are universal and neutral. They apply to:

• All races

• All religions (including church communities)

• Civilians and public servants alike

Specific harmful acts (violence, coercion, discrimination, etc.), especially 
when directed at individuals or groups based on identity or belief.
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