The Dirty Dozen
The Twelve Methods of War

1.

Conventional Warfare
Nations use organized armies, navies, and air forces. Traditional battlefield combat
between uniformed forces. May include mass instrumental migrations and invasions.

. Guerrilla Warfare

Small, mobile groups using surprise attacks, ambushes, and hit-and-run tactics. Often
used by weaker forces against stronger ones.

. Psychological Warfare

Using fear, propaganda, intimidation, misinformation, and demoralization to weaken the
opponent’s resolve.

. Information Warfare

Control or manipulation of information spaces. Includes cyber manipulation, media
direction, hacking communications, and shaping public perception.

. Cyber Warfare

Attacks on digital systems, disrupting infrastructure, data theft, disabling networks, or
technological sabotage.

. Economic Warfare

Sanctions, trade restrictions, resource blockades, and financial pressure used to
weaken an adversary without direct combat.

. Political Warfare

Influencing political structures, elections, leaders, or alliances to shift power without
physical fighting.

. Covert Operations

Secret missions, intelligence gathering, espionage, infiltration, and clandestine
sabotage.

. Proxy Warfare

A major power uses another country, group, or militia to fight on its behalf, avoiding
direct involvement.

10.Hybrid Warfare

A blend of traditional, cyber, political, economic, and psychological tactics used
together for maximum effect. Modern conflicts use this heavily.

11.Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Threats

Mass-destruction tools or deterrent strategies. Often discussed in theory, rarely used
due to humanitarian and legal bans.



12.Cultural and ldeological Warfare
Targeting belief systems. This includes cultural dominance, narrative shaping, and
influencing values, lifestyles, spirituality, or identity to weaken unity.



