
The Orgad Thread

Jacob “Cookie” Orgad, Russian Organized Crime, and Alaska

The narrative surrounding Jacob “Cookie” Orgad intersects with a broader pattern of 
transnational organized crime that has evolved beyond traditional “mafia” structures. Rather 
than operating as rigid hierarchies, these networks now function through fluid partnerships, 
shell businesses, and cross-border logistics systems that are harder to trace and prosecute.

In regions such as Alaska, this shift is especially visible.

Modern Criminal Operations in Alaska

Recent federal investigations indicate that Russian-linked criminal activity in Alaska is less 
about legacy syndicates and more about sanctions evasion, trafficking systems, and 
financial concealment.

Key developments include:

• Sanctions Evasion and Smuggling
In June 2024, two Russia-born U.S. citizens were arrested for attempting to smuggle 
approximately $500,000 in luxury snowmachines to Russia. This violated export 
restrictions tied to the war in Ukraine. Charges included money laundering and 
violations of the Export Control Reform Act.
This reflects a broader tactic: using remote U.S. regions as logistical exit points for 
restricted goods.

• Transnational Drug Networks
Federal authorities, including the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Homeland 
Security Investigations, have identified complex trafficking systems moving fentanyl, 
methamphetamine, and cocaine through Alaska-based businesses.
These operations often obscure ownership structures, making attribution difficult and 
allowing foreign actors to embed within legitimate commerce.

• Homeland Security Task Force Expansion
A multi-agency task force has been deployed to address foreign organized crime, 
human trafficking, and extortion networks operating through Alaska. Russian-linked 
actors are specifically identified within this enforcement scope, particularly in relation to 
narcotics and financial crimes.

• Historical Continuity
During the 1990s, post-Soviet instability enabled criminal groups in the Russian Far 
East to extend influence across maritime routes into Alaska. Reports from that era 
include kidnappings and violent enforcement tactics.
While modern operations are less visibly violent, the infrastructure and relationships 
established during that period remain relevant.



The Orgad Connection

Figures such as Jacob “Cookie” Orgad are often discussed within this broader ecosystem not 
as isolated actors, but as part of networked systems of finance, logistics, and influence.

The pattern is consistent:

• Use of legitimate-facing businesses

• Movement of goods across loosely monitored borders

• Integration into Western financial and legal systems

• Strategic positioning in regions with geographic or regulatory gaps

This reflects a shift from “organized crime groups” to organized criminal environments.

Geopolitical Layer

• Migration Pressures
Following the war in Ukraine, some Russian nationals have entered Alaska seeking 
asylum, occasionally arriving by boat. While many are legitimate cases, this movement 
introduces screening and security complexities.

• Narrative and Propaganda
Periodic rhetoric about reclaiming Alaska by Russia circulates in media and 
propaganda channels. While not formal policy, it contributes to a climate of tension and 
psychological positioning.

Federal Enforcement Response

The U.S. Department of Justice has deployed Task Force KleptoCapture, targeting:

• Sanctions evasion

• Illicit financial flows

• Oligarch-linked asset concealment

Alaska is increasingly viewed as a strategic enforcement zone, not a peripheral one.

Parallel Pattern: Institutional Cover and Financial Flow
The Alaska case aligns with a broader concern: the use of institutional structures as 
operational cover, including religious and charitable organizations.

Relevant investigations include:

• Reuters reporting on drug-linked financial systems tied to church networks in Paraguay



• Export-related investigations into U.S.-based body donation systems and international 
transfers

• Analysis from InSight Crime on how organized crime exploits church benefits and 
protections

These examples reinforce a consistent theme:

Systems designed for public good can be repurposed for concealment, movement 
of funds, and reputational shielding.

Source Links
• Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2009-jan-06-fg-israel-mafia-la6-story.html

• InSight Crime / ELCLIP
https://www.elclip.org/como-el-crimen-organizado-ha-explotado-beneficios-a-iglesias-
para-operar-negocios-turbios/?lang=en

• Reuters Investigation (Paraguay / Church Network)
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/paraguay-drugs-unification-church/

• Reuters Investigation (U.S. Body Export)
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-bodies-export/

• Snow Machine Smuggling – Blamesovjf+ War
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/two-russia-born-us-citizens-arrested-
conspiring-send-500000-worth-luxury-goods-russia 

• Israel Traffickers Extradicted to Florida 
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/pressrel/pr072602.html 

• Drug Trafficking Arrests Lead to Israel’s Underworld: Global Ecstasy Trade
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/aug/21/internationalcrime.drugstrade 
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