
Jewish Population vs. Acadian Population 

Jewish Americans: about 7–8 million people (depending on whether estimates count only 
those who identify as Jewish by religion or also those with Jewish ancestry or cultural 
identity).

Acadians: there is no official U.S. census category for Acadians, (sadly) but estimates of 
Americans with Acadian ancestry are generally well under 1 million. Many Acadian 
descendants identify as: 

• Cajuns (primarily in Louisiana) 
• French American 
• Canadian or French Canadian 
• Specific family or regional heritage (such as Acadian) 

The U.S. Census Bureau does not separately count "Acadian" ancestry, so precise numbers 
are difficult to determine. By contrast, estimates of the Jewish population are produced 
regularly by academic and community demographic studies.

So, in terms of population size in the United States, the Jewish population is significantly 
larger than the Acadian population.

--

The difference is mostly due to how the data are collected, not because one group is 
officially recognized by the U.S. government and the other is not.

Here are the main reasons:

• The U.S. Census does not count religion. It does not ask whether someone is 
Jewish, Christian, Muslim, etc., because of longstanding concerns about religious 
freedom and privacy. 

• Jewish population estimates come from private research. Organizations such as 
universities and Jewish demographic research institutes conduct voluntary surveys to 
estimate the number of Jewish Americans. These are not official U.S. Census 
counts. 

• The Census does collect ancestry. People can report ancestries such as English, 
Irish, German, French, Italian, Cajun, French Canadian, etc. However, relatively few 
people specifically write "Acadian." Many descendants instead identify as: 

• French 
• French Canadian 
• Cajun 
• Canadian 
• American 
• Multiple ancestries 



• Acadians are a historical regional ethnic group rather than a standard census 
category. Because responses are self-reported and vary widely, there is no widely 
accepted national estimate of the Acadian population. 

There are also historical reasons:

• Following the Great Expulsion, many Acadian families dispersed across North America.
• Over generations, many descendants assimilated and adopted generalized American 

ancestry labels rather than continuing to identify specifically as Acadian. 
• By contrast, many Jewish communities have maintained institutions, community 

organizations, and demographic studies that regularly estimate their population. 

In short, the difference is not that the U.S. government officially counts Jewish people 
but not Acadians. Rather:

• The government does not officially count either group as a population in the way 
people sometimes assume. 

• Jewish population figures are typically produced by independent demographic 
research. 

• Acadian population estimates are more difficult because descendants often identify 
under broader ancestry categories, making them harder to estimate accurately.


