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Introduction

The heritage of Puerto Rico is connected to a much larger history of Mediterranean and Atlantic 
civilization. Although ancient Greece and ancient Egypt did not directly colonize Puerto Rico, their 
civilizations influenced the Mediterranean world, which later became connected to Spain, North Africa,
and the Caribbean through centuries of trade, migration, conquest, and cultural exchange.

Understanding this history requires examining the connections between ancient civilizations, the 
Iberian Peninsula, North Africa, and the Atlantic migration routes that eventually brought European and
African populations to Puerto Rico.

1. Ancient Egypt

Ancient Egypt was one of the major civilizations of northeastern Africa. Its influence extended 
throughout the Mediterranean through trade, scholarship, religion, mathematics, architecture, and 
cultural exchange.

Egypt later became an important center of Hellenistic civilization following Alexander the Great's 
conquest in 332 BCE. The Ptolemaic dynasty, founded by one of Alexander's successors, governed 
Egypt and established Alexandria as a major center of Greek and Egyptian cultural interaction.

2. Ancient Greece

Ancient Greece contributed significantly to Mediterranean philosophy, government, science, art, 
literature, and architecture. Following Alexander's conquests, Greek language and culture spread 
throughout Egypt and other parts of the eastern Mediterranean.

Greek and Egyptian cultural traditions interacted within the Hellenistic world. These influences 
subsequently became part of the broader Roman Mediterranean through trade, political expansion, 
religion, and cultural exchange.

3. Rome and the Iberian Peninsula

The Roman Empire connected territories across Europe, North Africa, and the Mediterranean. Its 
incorporation of Hispania, corresponding largely to modern Spain and Portugal, established important 
connections between the Iberian Peninsula and the wider Mediterranean world.

Greek and Egyptian cultural influences were present within Roman society. Roman traditions 
subsequently influenced the language, institutions, architecture, and cultural development of Spain.



4. Spain and North Africa

Spain's history includes centuries of interaction with North African and Mediterranean populations. 
Following the expansion of Islamic rule into the Iberian Peninsula in 711 CE, North African and Arab 
cultural influences became significant parts of Iberian history.

These connections contributed to Spain's diverse cultural and historical development. The Canary 
Islands also became important in later Atlantic migration and colonization routes.

5. The Connection to Puerto Rico

Spain began colonizing Puerto Rico in 1508, establishing a lasting European presence in the Caribbean.

Puerto Rico already had Indigenous populations, particularly Taíno communities, whose ancestral 
history is connected to Indigenous migrations from northern South America and the Caribbean.

Spanish colonization introduced European populations, while the transatlantic slave trade forcibly 
brought Africans to the island. These populations contributed to the formation of Puerto Rico's modern 
cultural and ancestral history.

It is important to distinguish Spanish colonization from the transatlantic slave trade. They were two 
different historical processes that overlapped during the colonial period. Spanish colonization 
established political and territorial control, while the transatlantic slave trade forcibly transported 
Africans to the Americas for enslavement and labor.

6. The Genetic Heritage Connection

Puerto Rican ancestry is commonly associated with three major ancestral contributions:

• Indigenous Caribbean ancestry, including Taíno-related ancestry.

• European ancestry, particularly Iberian ancestry associated with Spain.

• African ancestry, reflecting the history of the transatlantic slave trade.

Genetic research has also identified North African and other Mediterranean-associated maternal 
lineages in Puerto Rican populations.

A 2017 study reported approximately 11.5% West Eurasian and North African maternal lineages in its 
particular Puerto Rican sample. These findings demonstrate the complexity of migration and ancestry 
across the Atlantic and Mediterranean regions.

7. French, Basque, and Aquitaine Connections to Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico's European heritage extends beyond the traditional Spanish colonial narrative. French, 
Basque, and southwestern French populations contributed to the broader history of Atlantic migration, 
maritime commerce, and European settlement in the Caribbean.

French Connection

French migration to Puerto Rico became particularly significant during the nineteenth century. The 
Spanish Crown's Royal Decree of Graces of 1815 encouraged Catholic European immigrants, including



French nationals, to settle in Puerto Rico. These migration opportunities brought French families to the 
island, where they participated in agriculture, commerce, and the development of local communities.

French migration also included connections with the wider Caribbean, particularly neighboring French 
territories and communities affected by political changes in Haiti and the Caribbean. French cultural 
and commercial influence became part of Puerto Rico's historical development.

Basque Connection

The Basque people have a long history of maritime navigation, fishing, shipping, commerce, and 
Atlantic exploration. Basque sailors, merchants, missionaries, and administrators participated in the 
early European expansion into the Americas.

Basque commercial and family networks connected Spain, France, and the Caribbean. Historical 
research documents Basque participation in colonial commercial networks that extended to Puerto 
Rico.

Modern genetic research has also identified similarities between the European ancestry components of 
some Afro-Puerto Rican populations and contemporary Basque populations. This provides an 
additional avenue for investigating Basque ancestry in Puerto Rico, although it does not establish the 
specific origins of every family.

Aquitaine and Southwestern France

Aquitaine is a historic region of southwestern France, associated with important Atlantic ports, 
commercial networks, and migration routes. Its broader historical geography includes connections to 
Gascony and neighboring Basque territories.

The proximity of southwestern France to the Basque Country created longstanding cultural, economic, 
and maritime relationships. French Basque and Béarnais merchant networks participated in Atlantic 
commerce, including connections with the Americas and Caribbean trading systems.

These regional relationships provide important historical context for understanding how French and 
Basque populations became connected to the wider Atlantic world.

The Puerto Rican Heritage Connection

The French, Basque, and Aquitaine connections should be understood as overlapping historical 
pathways rather than one single migration event. French immigration, Basque maritime and 
commercial networks, and the broader Atlantic history of southwestern France all contribute to the 
historical context for researching European ancestry in Puerto Rico.

Together, these connections help explain why Puerto Rican heritage can include historical relationships 
extending beyond Spain to southwestern France, the French Basque Country, and other Atlantic 
European populations.



Conclusion

Puerto Rico's history is not limited to one European country or one ancestral pathway. Its heritage 
reflects centuries of Indigenous Caribbean history, Spanish colonial rule, African migration and forced 
enslavement, French immigration, and wider European Atlantic connections.

Ancient Egypt and Greece contributed to the development of Mediterranean civilization. Rome 
connected these traditions with Hispania, while centuries of interaction between Spain and North Africa
further shaped Iberian history. Spanish colonization and the African diaspora subsequently connected 
these histories to the Caribbean.

The historical relationships between France, the Basque Country, Aquitaine, Spain, and the Caribbean 
offer an important area of genealogical and historical research.

Puerto Rico therefore represents an important intersection of Indigenous Caribbean, European, African,
and broader Mediterranean history.

The heritage connection is not a single uninterrupted ancestral lineage, but a history of 
civilizations, cultural exchange, migration, and population formation across continents.

Suggested Historical Research

• Alexander the Great's conquest of Egypt in 332 BCE.

• The Ptolemaic dynasty and Greco-Egyptian Alexandria.

• Roman Hispania and Mediterranean trade.

• North African influence in medieval Iberia.

• The Canary Islands and Atlantic migration.

• Taíno history and Indigenous Caribbean ancestry.

• Spanish colonization of Puerto Rico beginning in 1508.

• African migration and the transatlantic slave trade.

• The Royal Decree of Graces of 1815.

• French immigration to nineteenth-century Puerto Rico.

• Basque maritime and commercial networks in the Atlantic.

• Aquitaine, Gascony, and southwestern French migration.

• Genetic research into Puerto Rican maternal and ancestral lineages.


