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What to Know About Maine’s “Office of New
Americans”

Gov. Mills and Democratic lawmakers used an unusual trick to create a migrant re-settlement
office tasked with bringing 75,000+ migrants to Maine
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The following article was prepared by the Maine Issues & Action PAC, a political
advocacy committee formed by Rep. Mike Soboleski (R-Phillips). The opinions

expressed below are those of the author.
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The Office of New Americans State Network is a project of the Washington, D.C.-
based American Immigration Council and the New York City-based World Education
Services. Both parent organizations are 501(c)(3) nonprofits that work with the ONA

State Network to develop ONAs in states across the country.

The Maine Office of New Americans states its goals are in alignment with Governor
Janet Mills” 10-year economic plan to bring 75,000 new people to Maine. 75,000
‘New Mainers’ is closer to 300,000 people if you account for a spouse and an
average of 2 children for each person being recruited to Maine by Gov. Mills and her

administration. Maine’s population in the 2020 Census was 1,362,359 people.

Maine does not have the infrastructure or tax revenue to support this mandate from the
Mills administration of an increase of almost 25 percent of existing 2020 population
numbers. Ultimately, these increased costs will largely fall on municipalities for required
General Assistance, school and utility costs. Healthcare costs will also increase for
both public healthcare and private costs to offset demand for services. Moving this
many people to Maine will also impact housing availability and opens the door
through LD 2003 to municipalities being forced to adhere to Department of Housing

and Urban Development density requirements for low-income housing.

All of this drastic change and there was no bill to create a Maine Office of New
Americans that received a vote by the House and Senate. No bill to do any of this
made its way through the full legislative process with a public hearing, committee vote,
House debate, Senate debate, House vote, Senate vote and required concurrence of

those votes in both legislative chambers.
So how did we get here?

On Wednesday, August 2", 2023, Mills signed an Executive Order tasking the
Governor's Office of Policy, Innovation, and the Future (GOPIF) to participate in the
Office of New Americans State Network. In addition to participation, the GOPIF was
ordered to develop a plan to establish a new state office for immigration and

immigrant resettlement. Hannah Pingree, who is a former Democratic Speaker of the
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Maine House of Representatives, is in charge of GOPIF. She is also the daughter of

Democratic Congresswoman Chellie Pingree.

The GOPIF plan to develop a Maine Office of New Americans was to be delivered to
Mills by January 19, 2024. The plan was delivered on time and was paired with a
legislative bill titled LD 2167 ‘An Act to Develop Maine’s Economy and Strengthen lts
Workforce by Establishing an Office of New Americans’ from Rep. Deqa Dhalac (D-
South Portland). LD 2167 was referenced to the Committee on State and Local
Government to have a public hearing and committee vote before advancing to the full

House and Senate floor for debate and subsequent vote.

LD 2167 would have established the Office of New Americans within the confines of
the Executive Branch and kept it in the Governor’s Office of Policy, Innovation and the
Future. It also would have established an advisory council of nineteen people, ten of
which must be immigrants. The Governor and elected Democrat legislative leadership
would appoint the council members. In the bill, there was no provision for confirmation
by a larger elected body of these council members. The newly established Maine

Office of New Americans also granted itself rule-making authority.

LD 2167 received a contentious public hearing and partisan committee vote.
However, the bill itself never left the State and Local Government Committee, which is
odd for such a big bill with passionate voices both for and against it. The bill to create
the Maine Office of New Americans never followed the required legislative process of
debate in both chambers followed by a vote. Both chambers must agree to pass the
exact same bill for it to be in concurrence and advance to the Governor’s desk to

become law. This did not happen with the Maine Office of New Americans.

Instead, the Maine Office of New Americans was created as part of a 246 page
Amendment to Maine’s most recent supplemental budget LD 2214. LD 2167, the bill to
create the ONA properly, was stuck in the State and Local Government Committee
where it should have died upon adjournment of the legislature. Instead, the bill was cut
and pasted into the state supplemental budget to sneak it through the legislative

process with willful disregard for transparency, advocacy, and debate.
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This full legislative process requirement was even stated in the actual GOPIF plan to

establish the new Maine Office of New Americans:

“E: Timeline of Next Steps — Maine’s ONA should be established in statute during the
legislative session during the 2024 with accompanying staffing proposed in the
supplemental budget. If the Legislature agrees and the establishment of the office is

approved, the staff and advisory council should be able to start their work in late

2024."

The Mills administration, as well as Democratic legislative leadership, ignored this
directive stated in the plan to implement the ONA with legislative approval. Instead, LD
2214, the supplemental budget, was used as a Trojan Horse to manufacture a vote in

both chambers to establish the Maine Office of New Americans.

The vote to pass the supplemental budget was entirely partisan. All Democrats in
attendance in the House voted for it, and all Republicans voted against it. In the
Senate, it was again a total party-line split, except for progressive Sen. Nicole

Grohoski (D-Hancock) voting against, which can be explained as a protest vote

against Mills not spending even more money on the progressive wish list.

Currently, the Maine Office of New Americans exists within the Governor’s Office of
Policy, Innovation and the Future under the control of Hannah Pingree. ONA has had
taxpayer money appropriated to hire a Public Services Coordinator, Public Services
Executive, and there is currently an active job listing for the position of “Director” —
though this is likely a formality as the new office’s leadership has probably already

been chosen behind closed doors.

The 132" Legislature convenes in January and it is expected that expansion and
permanent funding of the Office of New Americans will be on the legislative docket.
There is also a chance that the 131 Legislature is called into a Special Session after
election day on November 5" and before January to secure funding and expansion of

ONA with the current Democratic legislative majorities in both chambers.
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MiaPAC will be monitoring this situation for any changes and will let the public know.
Maine Issues & Action PAC Summary Brief:
Issue:

* Maine now has an Office of New Americans in the Governor’s Office of Policy,
Innovation and the Future dedicated to bringing 75,000 people (with families this is
probably closer to 300,000 new Americans) to Maine to work. Maine does not have
the jobs, housing, tax revenue or infrastructure on the state and local level to support

this new mandate.

* Maine's Office of New Americans was created in the supplemental budget (LD
2214). It creates a new bureaucracy. The legislation to create it (LD2167) never left the
State and Local Government Committee to receive a full debate and vote in the House
and Senate. LD 2167 was simply cut and pasted into 2214 which was the supplemental
budget.

* Maine citizens were denied their representation by having a direct vote on the bill
where they could contact their Representative and Senator to influence their vote. This
did not follow the required legislative process and may be illegal. This is a clear

example of taxation without representation.

o There is chance that a Special Legislative Session may be called after the
November 5th election and before the 132nd legislature is sworn in January. This
special session may be used to iron out the illegalities of how ONA came into being as
well as increase funding for it to make it a permanent piece of Maine’s government

bureaucracy.

Action:

e Municipalities can draft local ordinances to bar the Mills administration
from resettling asylum seekers, refugees, migrants, and illegal aliens into
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their jurisdictions. Select Boards can contact their lawyers and have these
ordinances drawn up citing the need to protect their taxpayers, municipal
budgets, schools, healthcare infrastructure and police departments. Once
ordinances are drafted the templates may be shared amongst
municipalities. This is not legal advice, but an example of what
municipalities could do if so inclined.

¢ In the ONA Plan, on page 26, many business, NGO'’s and lobbying groups
are listed as supporters of the ONA. Maine citizens can contact the
businesses and organizations listed as supporting ONA and tell them that
they will be boycotting their businesses.

e The 132nd Legislature can zero fund the Office of New Americans in the
next state budget.

¢ Ask your candidates for the House and Senate in the Maine state
legislature if they support the Office of New Americans. Vote accordingly.
You can let legislative candidates know that you do not consent to creating
the Maine Office of New Americans by Executive fiat!
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Just 5.5 Percent of Maine College Maine Faces $949.2 Million Budget
Professors Are Registered GOP — UMaine Shortfall for 2026-2027

Law Profs Include Zero Republicans

Michael Soboleski @A

State Rep. Michael Soboleski is a Republican from Phillips and the Founder of Maine Issues & Action PAC
(MiaPAC), a political action committee that advocates for individual liberty and limited government. You

can learn more about MiaPAC at IssuesAndAction.org.
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Sneaky, backhanded cheating is the only way Democrats operate.

They know their plans are terrible so don’t want us lowly citizens to have a say.

| don’t believe enough Republicans or City Councils have the spine to oppose this for fear of being called racist.
Sticks and stones people.

Man up and end this. It will complete the destruction of Maine.

32

Bob
® 1 yearago

Amazing, we can't afford the illegals we already support, and we want 300,000 more, don’t get much dumber

27

Conservative

® 1 yearago

There are not enough jobs for ‘REAL" Mainers let alone ILLEGAL Aliens!

There a hundreds on ‘REAL’ Mainers living in poverty.

These ILLEGALS are in the USA for one reason only - To take, take and take again! Free housing, free food, free
education and free medical. Rather than fix the problems in their home country they come here to get whatever they
can. Do not be fooled, they are sending monies back to their families in whatever third world country they came
from and will one day return to live off OUR dime!

75,000 will indeed turn into well over 300,000 when Mills is done.

We did not vote for this and Mainers need to stand up and be heard!

37

Democrats are demonic

® 1 yearago
Welcome illegals!

You're entitled for a free, one-way ticket back to you hellhole of your choicel!

17
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mark violette

® 1 yearago
Dems need voters

12

Dale
® 1 yearago

How do all these non English speaking, foul smelling people from away in Portland have cell phones, Bluetooth

headphones and cars when none of them WORK?

16

sandy
® 1 yearago

From The OFFICE OF OLD MAINERS, | left Maine to a more tax friendly state. | get to keep more dollares for

myself. To new Mainers, stick with Janet, Her well is running dry she does not make any thing.

12

sandy
® 1 yearago

Dale-You are paying for them. Vote the Dems. out or leave now.

10

Bob
® 1 yearago

Time to get out of maine. Let the illegals have everything. We have a 1 Billion shortfall that will take it to 3 billion
soon. And us Mainer’s will be getting property tax and state takes and will have to make the payments. WE CAN'T
THE PEOPLE IN MAINE CAN'T DO IT. I'm getting the F*** out of here.

12
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David
® 1 yearago

Janet Mills and her Band of Thieves are going to successfully make Maine a Socialist Welfare State! As all of the
Affluent Tax Paying people move to other more tax and business friendly states, who is going to support these

Socialist? The State will be a poverty stricken land, just like the land these immigrants came from!

You Dems and Independent voters of Maine, Get Out and vote for Conservative Candidates (though few there are

Conservative Democrats) and stop the Insanity!

14

Conservative

® 1 yearago

Take a look at the attached link that was published on the Gateway Pundit
https:/ /www.thegatewaypundit.com/2024 /10 /watch-first-look-inside-furnished-maine-apartments-where /

No wonder the State is win debt!

4

Esau

® 1 yearago

fat ‘merican infidels are going to be over run by military age male Palestinian's.

0

Dennis

® 1 yearago

Time to sell the house at an inflated price, and move up to Newfoundland where there is still some measure of

sanity.

4

axylos

® 1 yearago

Maine have you figured out how much DemocRATS-Communists hate you? Just listen and watch what they do, they
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hate everything about you. Maine education is last in the US, roads/infrastructure close to last, first in taxes and
spending!!l Mainers must really enjoy this misery!! Keep voting like this come November and there will be no
Maine left. Republicans may not be able to solve everything, but DemocRATS-Communist will definitely destroy

everything.

5

General Ed
® 1 yearago

Clean out the fentanyl selling scumbags and meth making lepers living on my road and in my town and replace
them with those beautiful immigrants. There are so many drug people in eddington brewer holden orrington clifton
etc etc etc that if they were removed there’d be room for 15,000 new people. | read the military was assisting
law.enforcement, so why not get some narcotics scanners and K-9s, round up these bad Americans and bring in
some new Americans who'll appreciate this country and help make it better, starting with reporting every narcotics

incident they see

3

Dusan Roller

® 1 yearago
Bolsheviks will do anything to retain power.

1

Diane

® 1 yearago
We don't want what we have know no no no more . she needs to go

2

Bob Hickok
® 1 yearago

Another high-paying Augusta job for yet another democratic hack. How many are these free-loaders does Augusta

employ?

1
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