
The Normalization of Voyeurism & Exploitation Culture: Paparazzi

Paparazzi culture and forced filming practices continue to raise serious ethical and legal 
concerns throughout the United States. While the First Amendment protects freedom of 
speech and recording in many public settings, freedom does not mean the removal of another 
person’s dignity, autonomy, safety, or humanity. If someone clearly asks not to be filmed, 
photographed, followed, or harassed, that request should be respected whenever possible. 
Consent, basic human decency, and personal boundaries, especially regarding forced filming, 
should never be compromised. Persistent targeting, intimidation, stalking behavior, coercive 
filming, and invasive surveillance can create emotional distress, fear, humiliation, and long 
term psychological harm.

The Union of Saints calls for stronger measures against exploitative and coercive filming 
practices, including harassment disguised as entertainment, invasive celebrity surveillance, 
targeted humiliation content, revenge based recordings, and the monetization of private 
suffering. A society that profits from humiliation and boundary violations risks normalizing 
exploitation as culture. The United States recognizes both freedom of expression and privacy 
protections.

Courts have generally upheld the right to record matters visible in public spaces under the 
First Amendment, particularly in areas where there is no reasonable expectation of privacy. 
However, federal and state laws also recognize limits involving stalking, voyeurism, 
harassment, trespassing, invasive surveillance, hidden recording, and commercial 
exploitation. California’s anti paparazzi law, Civil Code 1708.8, was enacted in response to 
aggressive celebrity intrusion and allows penalties for invasive recording tactics involving 
trespass or enhanced surveillance equipment. (Recording Law)

The distinction between public visibility and ethical conduct is important. Just because 
something may be technically visible does not automatically make persistent targeting, 
humiliation, or exploitation morally acceptable. Human beings are not public property. A 
healthy and free society requires balance, freedom with responsibility, speech with 
accountability, media with ethics, and visibility with dignity.

If one person’s autonomy, dignity, safety, and privacy are compromised for entertainment, 
profit, intimidation, or obsession, it is no longer true freedom. Exploitation without boundaries 
begins to resemble coercion and control rather than liberty. Free speech should exist 
alongside mutual respect for all people. Freedom that intentionally degrades, terrorizes, 
exploits, or strips others of their humanity undermines the very principles a free society is 
meant to protect.

We call for stronger protective measures for victims of paparazzi. 

— Union of Saints

https://www.recordinglaw.com/party-two-party-consent-states/california-recording-laws/video/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The Normalization of Voyeurism & Exploitation Culture
Paparazzi & Coerced Filming

• Paparazzi culture raises ongoing ethical, legal, and privacy concerns in the United 
States. 

• The profession is historically male dominated, with estimates suggesting approximately 
70–85% male participation. 

• Most paparazzi activity is concentrated in major entertainment markets including: 
• Los Angeles 
• New York City 
• London 
• Paris 

• The industry is largely freelance based, with many photographers operating 
independently and selling images to agencies and tabloids. 

• There are no official ethnicity statistics for paparazzi, though the field is considered 
ethnically diverse in major urban entertainment markets. 

Ethical Concerns

Common concerns associated with exploitative filming culture:

• Harassment 
• Stalking behavior 
• Forced or coercive filming 
• Invasive surveillance 
• Aggressive pursuit tactics 
• Public humiliation content 
• Monetization of private suffering 
• Filming individuals after requests to stop 
• Exploitation of emotional distress 
• Targeting vulnerable individuals for entertainment or profit 

Human Rights & Social Concerns

Core principles emphasized:

• Autonomy 
• Dignity 
• Privacy 
• Safety 
• Consent 
• Respect for personal boundaries 



Union of Saints Statement

• If a person clearly asks not to be filmed, photographed, followed, or harassed, that 
request should be respected whenever possible. 

• Human beings are not public property. 
• Freedom without accountability can contribute to exploitation culture. 
• Public visibility does not automatically eliminate human dignity or ethical responsibility. 

United States Legal & Constitutional Context

Protected Rights

• The First Amendment protects freedom of speech and recording in many public 
settings. 

• Courts have generally recognized the right to record in public spaces where there is no 
reasonable expectation of privacy. 

Legal Limitations

Federal and state laws may still apply in situations involving:

• Stalking 
• Harassment 
• Voyeurism 
• Trespassing 
• Hidden recording 
• Coercive surveillance 
• Commercial exploitation 
• Intimidation 

California Anti Paparazzi Law

• California Civil Code 1708.8 addresses invasive paparazzi practices involving 
trespassing or enhanced surveillance technology. 

Union of Saints Statement

The Union of Saints calls for:

• Stronger measures against forced and coerced filming 
• Greater protections for dignity and autonomy 
• Ethical accountability in media culture 
• Respect for consent and personal boundaries 
• Protection against exploitative surveillance practices 



Closing Principle

• If one person’s autonomy, dignity, safety, and privacy are compromised, it is no longer 
true freedom. 

• Free speech should coexist with mutual respect, accountability, and protection of 
human dignity.
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