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All of a sudden, I had false diagnoses of “alcohol abuse disorder,” “opioid addiction,” and 
being a “cigarette smoker.” My Leidos appointments felt unnerving. I had to go through the 
process all over again to have them remove these listings. Optum was fine, and I had no 
issues. They remedied the situation for me, and I was provided a hardship payment.

I also made sure to provide multiple letters to the VA and asked my treating physician to 
ensure that none of these diagnoses were listed. Still, within my electronic records, the 
diagnoses remained. Oddly, shortly after this experience, I saw a woman on LinkedIn talking 
about her important research with MDMA and all of the hard work she had contributed to 
ensuring that veterans receive care. This included promoting the use of chemicals such as 
MDMA to veterans.

Likewise, within a few months, I also saw a newsletter stating that the VA had just concluded 
research regarding “alcohol abuse disorder” and would begin trials involving mushrooms. I 
had never seen this disorder before, but all of a sudden, the name was appearing. The very 
random false diagnosis of alcohol abuse disorder, as well as the false records of opioid abuse
and cigarette use, naturally made me question what went wrong with my records. Why 
couldn’t I remove these electronic records? I also noticed, over time, that the wrong inputs 



had been marked. I was actually upset because I felt that these diagnoses could affect my 
actual rating. The other experience I had, which is important to note, is that I was listed as 
having a rare cancer. I had to make sure this was corrected as well.

As RAND Corporation directly works on data collection and metrics, and as this data is used 
for policies and social “experiments,” I have to wonder: Are they treating us like we are a 
social experiment? If so, it wouldn’t be a government first. I would hate to think that my 
intuition here is right.


