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Overview
This report summarizes major international security developments discussed in this 
briefing. It focuses on the relationships among Russia, Ukraine, Iran, NATO, Poland, the 
Baltic States, Spain, China, and the United States.

Recent Developments (July 29–31, 2026)
Russia continued missile and drone attacks against Ukraine; a Russian missile entered 
Polish territory; Poland intercepted a Russian reconnaissance aircraft over the Baltic Sea; 
tensions involving Iran and U.S. forces increased; Ukraine highlighted the strategic 
relationship between Russia and Iran.

Russia and Ukraine
Active conflict with continued missile, drone, and long-range strike operations.

Russia and Poland
Poland remains a key NATO frontline state. Airspace and missile incidents raise escalation 
concerns.

Russia and the Baltic States
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania remain strategically important because of NATO membership 
and geography.

NATO and Russia
The principal objective remains deterrence while avoiding direct NATO-Russia conflict.

Iran and Russia
Military cooperation, including Iranian drone technology used by Russia, links European 
and Middle Eastern security.



Ukraine and Iran
Ukraine has gained extensive experience countering Iranian-designed drones.

Iran and the United States
Regional military activity increases the potential for broader escalation.

How the Conflicts Connect
Developments in Europe and the Middle East increasingly influence one another through 
alliances, technology, logistics, and diplomacy.

United States Security Concerns
The United States faces commitments in Europe and the Middle East while maintaining 
homeland defense.

Key Escalation Risks
Missile incursions, cyberattacks, attacks on allied territory, and expanded military 
cooperation remain significant concerns.

Important Distinctions
Not every border or airspace incident automatically constitutes a declaration of war; intent 
and context matter.

Spain, Ceuta, and the Western European Security Environment
Spain's location makes it a strategic gateway between Europe and North Africa. The July 
2026 mass migration event in Ceuta renewed debate over border security, migration 
management, organized smuggling, and protection of the European Union's external 
borders. Spain also remains historically significant because of the Reconquista and 
strategically important through NATO and the Strait of Gibraltar.

60,000 People Invaded Spain Secure Our Borders Petition

Please Sign The Petition Here: https://www.numbersusa.org/message-action/?
vvsrc=%2fCampaigns%2f138966%2fRespond

China and the International Security Environment
China remains a major global strategic actor through its military modernization, Indo-
Pacific role, technology competition, economic influence, and partnership with Russia. 

https://www.numbersusa.org/message-action/?vvsrc=%2FCampaigns%2F138966%2FRespond
https://www.numbersusa.org/message-action/?vvsrc=%2FCampaigns%2F138966%2FRespond


Public reporting has also discussed controversy surrounding some members of the 
Democratic Socialists of America signing a pledge promoted by Friends of Socialist China; 
this has been reported as involving some members rather than an official change to the 
DSA's national platform.

Overall Assessment
Europe currently faces interconnected security challenges involving conventional warfare, 
border security, migration, cyber threats, organized crime, and geopolitical competition. 
Cooperation among allies remains central to managing these risks.

Additional Strategic Actors

• Belarus (Russian ally)
• North Korea (missile and military support concerns)
• Taiwan (Indo-Pacific security)
• European Union institutions
• United Kingdom
• Turkey
• Israel


