
The Complexity of Anti State Campaigns

Understanding the complexity of anti-state campaigns requires recognizing that organized 
hostility toward governments, institutions, law enforcement, military personnel, and public 
servants has appeared repeatedly throughout history under different ideological movements, 
revolutionary periods, and extremist networks. These campaigns have emerged from political 
radicalization, revolutionary ideology, anti-authoritarian philosophy, separatism, class conflict, 
nationalist movements, and social destabilization.

Periods involving deportation policy, economic collapse, war fatigue, rapid demographic 
change, civil unrest, or declining institutional trust have historically intensified anti-state 
rhetoric and activist mobilization. In some environments, veterans, police officers, corrections 
personnel, judges, and government workers become symbolic targets because they represent 
state authority, enforcement systems, or institutional continuity.

Historical Timeline of Anti-State Campaigns and 
Associated Organizations

Late 1700s — Revolutionary Anti-Monarchy Movements

The rise of revolutionary anti-state ideology accelerated during:

• French Revolution

Associated factions included:

• Jacobins,

• radical republican clubs,

• revolutionary militias.

Characteristics included:

• anti-monarchical sentiment,

• attacks on institutional authority,

• political purges,

• revolutionary tribunals,

• ideological extremism.

Mid–Late 1800s — Rise of Revolutionary Anarchism

Industrialization and class unrest fueled anti-state revolutionary movements.

Associated organizations and movements included:

• First International



• anarchist revolutionary cells across Europe and Russia,

• nihilist movements in Imperial Russia.

Common characteristics:

• anti-police ideology,

• anti-capitalist agitation,

• revolutionary propaganda,

• targeted political violence,

• assassination campaigns against state officials.

Notable events:

• assassinations of political leaders,

• bombings,

• labor uprisings.

Early 1900s — Revolutionary Communist and Anti-State Expansion

Major revolutionary activity emerged during:

• Russian Revolution

Associated groups:

• Bolsheviks,

• Mensheviks,

• anarchist militias,

• revolutionary socialist organizations.

Characteristics:

• dismantling state structures,

• class warfare ideology,

• anti-tsarist campaigns,

• political militancy,

• paramilitary organization.

1920s–1940s — Extremist Political Militias and Revolutionary Cells

Political instability worldwide contributed to militant ideological movements.

Associated organizations included:



• revolutionary communist groups,

• anti-fascist militant cells,

• separatist insurgencies,

• underground resistance movements.

Characteristics:

• sabotage,

• clandestine organizing,

• propaganda networks,

• ideological recruitment,

• infiltration tactics.

1960s–1980s — Radical Anti-State and Revolutionary Activist Groups

This era saw substantial growth in militant anti-state activism.

Associated organizations included:

• Weather Underground

• Black Liberation Army

• Red Army Faction

• Red Brigades

Characteristics:

• anti-police campaigns,

• bombings,

• kidnappings,

• revolutionary propaganda,

• underground cells,

• attacks on symbolic government targets.

Associated historical periods included:

• Years of Lead

1990s–2000s — Decentralized Extremism and Anti-Government 
Radicalization

The emergence of internet communication transformed activist and extremist organization.



Associated movements included:

• anti-globalization extremist factions,

• militant separatist groups,

• sovereign citizen movements,

• black bloc anarchist formations.

Characteristics:

• decentralized organization,

• masked anonymity,

• cyber coordination,

• anti-law enforcement rhetoric,

• infrastructure disruption,

• leaderless resistance strategies.

2010s–Present — Digital Radicalization and Networked Activism

Modern anti-state ecosystems increasingly operate through:

• encrypted communication,

• online propaganda,

• viral political narratives,

• decentralized activism,

• digital harassment campaigns,

• anonymous coordination.

Associated elements may include:

• extremist anarchist factions,

• accelerationist movements,

• militant ideological networks,

• transnational activist ecosystems.

Characteristics:

• narrative warfare,

• distrust amplification,

• targeted harassment,



• institutional delegitimization,

• exploitation of civil unrest,

• online radicalization pipelines.

Common Themes Across Historical Anti-State Campaigns
Recurring patterns often include:

• hostility toward centralized authority,

• distrust of law enforcement,

• revolutionary identity formation,

• polarization,

• ideological absolutism,

• propaganda dissemination,

• recruitment through grievance,

• exploitation of instability,

• symbolic targeting of state representatives,

• clandestine communication structures,

• normalization of confrontation with institutions.

At the same time, it remains important to distinguish between:

• lawful protest,

• civil rights advocacy,

• anti-corruption activism,

• peaceful dissent,
and

• organized extremist or violent anti-state activity.

Historically, democratic societies have continually struggled to balance:

• civil liberties,

• free expression,

• public accountability,

• and protection against organized political violence or extremist destabilization 
campaigns.



In the United States, organizations described as anti-government, anti-state, extremist, 
revolutionary, or militant vary significantly in ideology and activity. Some are primarily political 
or activist movements operating lawfully, while others have been investigated, prosecuted, or 
designated in connection with violent extremism, terrorism, or criminal conspiracies.

Examples historically discussed by researchers, journalists, law enforcement, or extremism-
monitoring organizations include:

• Weather Underground 
• Black Liberation Army 
• Symbionese Liberation Army 
• Earth Liberation Front 
• Animal Liberation Front 
• Stop Cop City
• BLM
• Atomwaffen Division 
• The Base 
• NAACP
• NLG
• ACLU
• Mijente
• NILC
• Centro CSO
• MoveOn
• MIRAC
• Refuse Fascism
• DSA
• Voces de la Frontera
• We Are Casa
• Freedom Road Socialist Organization
• People’s Action Coalition Against Trump
• Antifa
• Abolish Ice
• Boogaloo movement 
• Posse Comitatus 
• Oath Keepers 
• Three Percenters 
• Ku Klux Klan 
• Aryan Nations

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antifa_(United_States)

Source: https://protestmap.info/ 
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